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 OSWA Election Ballot Enclosed- Due June 18, 2010 
OSWA Celebrates 50th 
Anniversary at Annual 
Meeting
This year’s annual meeting and 
50th anniversary celebration was 
a great success. We had over 200 
members and guest celebrate 
OSWA’s past 50 years and look 
forward to the next 50 years 
of sustaining family forests in 
Oregon. 

The event kicked off on Friday 
with keynote speaker, Tom Martin, President and CEO, American Forest Founda-
tion (AFF). He presented on the role of family woodland owners and the changes 
they face in the future. Martin stressed the value of building on AFF’s relationship 
with OSWA and its members so together we can strengthen the voice family wood-
land owners in the national debate around managing natural resources.  
 
Next, a panel of industrial landowners, manufactures, and loggers discussed their 
experiences struggling in these difficult economic times.  Andrew Miller, President 
and CEO, Stimson Lumber Company, John Shelk, Managing Director, Ochoco 
Management; Keith Balther, Senior Economist, Forest Capital Partners LLC,   
                             cont’d on pg 4
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OUR MiSSiON StAtEMENt

To provide opportunity to Family 
Woodland Owner by:

Educating and informing the  ·
owners of forested tracts and 
the public regarding  
forestry and family forestland 
management issues.

Providing a medium for the   ·
exchange  of  ideas  about  
family forestland by land 
owners, public agencies, 
consultants and timber industry 
personnel.

Serving as a forum to  ·
make recommendations for 
investigating and solving 
problems, and for improving 
forest management,  
harvesting, and marketing.

Disseminating information on  ·
the establishment, growth, 
harvesting and marketing of 
forest crops produced on family  
forestlands, and to foster the 
wise use and protection of 
forests and encourage better 
forestry practices.

Representing the owners  ·
of family forestlands to the 
general public and before 
legislative bodies and  
regulatory agencies.

Complying with ORS   ·
Chapter 65 and as  
authorized by ORS 65.061.

The 2010 OSWA Annual Convention has come and gone.  
Thank you to the Clackamas chapter and our Salem staff for 
the superb program they put together for this convention.  
This was one of the most informative and enjoyable conven-
tions that I have attended.  If memory serves me correctly 
(don’t count on it,) I have attended fifteen of them over the 
years.  Among others, I’ve been to OSWA conventions to the 
north in Portland, the south in Ashland, at Florence, Lincoln 
City and Tillamook on the coast and Bend and Hood River 
on the eastside of Oregon.

Next year, the convention will take us to the eastside, where the Baker County chap-
ter will host at Baker City.  For a great springtime vacation, add a few days to your 
convention schedule and use the time to visit some of the most beautiful and interest-
ing parts of Oregon.  From Baker City, it is just a one day drive north to the Wal-
lowa country or south to John Day and Grant county.  And, of course, there is Leslie 
Gulch to see and a great number of wonderfully unique geological sites in southeast-
ern Oregon. 

One of the items of business taken care of at the annual meeting of this year’s con-
vention was the nomination of candidates for the OSWA executive committee.  This 
year nominations were made for the positions of President, President Elect (formerly 
First Vice President) and one Second Vice President.  You will find your ballot and 
instructions accompanying this issue of the Update.  Please fill out your ballot and 
mail it soon.  

Speaking of the Update, this will be my last message to you as OSWA President.  
It has been an event filled and busy two years.  I think the most satisfying thing I 
encountered during my tenure as OSWA President is the respect that OSWA is ac-
corded by most everyone associated with the natural resources scene in Oregon and 
the Northwest.  OSWA members should be proud of the regard that their efforts 
have garnered.  I know I certainly am.  

I plan to write an occasional article for the Update to keep you informed of any of 
the committee work that I will be doing as the immediate Past President.  I definitely 
plan to stay active in OSWA’s pursuit of a carbon market and any other ecosystem 
markets that may become available.  

I want to end this by saying that I am very proud to have served OSWA members as 
your President, even if it was only for a short two years.  I hope that you will continue 
to support your elected officers as you have supported me.  

Till later.  

pRESidENt’S MESSAgE by Ken FaulkOur Vision
To  see  privately  owned  family  
woodlands are a  thriving  part  of 
Oregon’s landscape in 2050.
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Resources
http://www.oswa.org/
Visit the OSWA web site at www.
oswa.org for information about 
your local chapter. Be sure to 
click on “Your Local Chapter” for 
a map link to your own chapter 
website!  

AdvERtiSE iN thE UpdAtE!

The Update is sent to over 2,900 
OSWA members and friends 
eight times per year. 

Our members grow over one 
million acres of family forestland 
in Oregon!

 1 Issue 4 Issues
1/12 page $70 $210
1/6 page $90 $270
1/4 page $110   $330
1/3 page $145   $445
1/2 page $170   $510
2/3 page $200   $600
Full Page $270   $800

Classified Ads Up to 40 words: 

 1 Issue 4 Issues
 $70 $210

Rates include typesetting and ad 
preparation.

OSWA NEWS

OSWA 2010 General Annual Business Meeting
OSWA held its General Annual Business meeting on April 30 during the 50th 
Anniversary Annual meeting in Clackamas.  President Ken Faulk presided over the 
meeting at which reports were provided by David Ford, OSWA’s Executive Direc-
tor, Dallas Boge, State Treasurer and Roger Beyer, OSWA’s Lobbyist. In addition, 
nominations were held to fill three State Executive Committee positions.

David Ford highlighted some state office accomplishments over the past year.  He 
touched on OSWA’s legislative efforts that resulted in stopping several egregious 
bills over the past year, especially during the 2010 special legislative session.  Ford 
updated members on several state agency efforts in which OSWA is a participant.  

A key issue is DEQ’s push to create new regulations to reduce toxics from entering 
Oregon waters from non-point sources – including private forestlands.  He is serv-
ing on DEQ’s stakeholder working group so small family woodland owners have a 
voice in the process.  Ford reported on OSWA’s participation on a stakeholder work 
group that is addressing the Oregon Department of Forestry’s continuing budget 
declines.  He also touched on Faulk’s participation in an ecosystem services work 
group established by the state legislature in 2009.  The purpose of the work group is 
to create recommendations on how state government might help create markets for 
ecosystem services.  Faulk is participating, in part, to ensure OSWA efforts in creat-
ing a carbon market are not under minded.  Finally, Ford reported on the state office 
move to downtown Salem.

President Faulk introduced newly appointed State Treasurer, Dallas Boge.  Faulk 
announced that he had appointed Boge in April to fill the vacant treasurer’s post.  
Boge recently completed a term as Washington County Chapter President and has 
a accounting background.  Dallas Boge reported that OSWA has just over $100,000 
in the bank.  This is due to receiving most of our membership dues at the beginning 
of each year.  We spend against the dues through the summer and fall where our 
cash balances decline until our next large dues mailing occur towards the end of the 
year.  He reported that we are on budget.

Roger Beyer provided members an overview of his efforts representing OSWA dur-
ing the 2010 special legislative session.  A bill to redefine watercourse navigability 
was defeated. However, the Secretary of State has started a work group to bring the 
issue back. This issue could have significant repercussion for OSWA members that 
have stream courses flowing through their lands.  Mr. Beyer has been invited to sit 
on the group.

Beyer recommended that OSWA member read the recently released Upper Wil-
lamette Salmon Recovery Plan that address efforts necessary to remove salmon and 
steelhead from the Endangered Species list.  Mr. Beyer also served on a work group 
that produced the 500 page document.  For those that just want a summary of the 
document, he recommended reading the executive summary.

       cont’d on pg 6 
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OSWA NEWS

cont’d from cover page (OSWA Annual Meeting...)

and Scott Melcher, Partner, Melcher Logging 
Company/Fun Forest LLC provided their 
insights on how to navigate across the supply 
chain to achieve economic success.  
 
Panelists provided informative and engag-
ing presentations that touched  on the role of 
each part of the supply chain from the forest 
to the mill and the marketplace.  They agreed 
that the forest products markets are slowly 
recovering and there will be a lot of price 
volatility over the next few years.  It was noted 
that in the coming decades,  U.S. log markets 
will benefit from more wood construction 
in China and the loss of millions of acres of 
Canadian inland forests due to the mountain 
pine beetle.

Next, the audience heard a series of hot topics 
relevant to woodland management. Speaker Clint Bentz, Member, Boldt, Carlisle & Smith, addressed estate tax and how 
the changes in the federal and state tax law impact family woodland ownership. 

Jim Paul, Private Lands Division Chief, Oregon Department of Forestry, discussed the new regulations of non-point 
source pollution and how those regulations will impact woodland management. Terry Witt, Executive Director, Orego-
nians for Food & Shelter, presented on pesticide buffers and how they effect forestry operations. 

Dan Green, Natural Resources Coordinator, Clackamas County, presented a case study on forest certification conducted 
in Clackamas County. He provided an analysis of the different certification schemes used on Clackamas County forest-
lands and their overall results.  The study concluded that pursuing American Tree 
Farm certification was a better value to the County than FSC certification.

Mike Gaudern, MRG Consulting discussed the latest in 
carbon markets and the opportunities available for family 
woodland owners.

During lunch, OSWA conducted its Annual General Busi-
ness Meeting. (see page 3). 

Next, a panel of generational landowners and OSWA 
members told their family stories.  Ilene Waldorf, Steve 
Mealy, and Nancy Hathaway gave their perspectives on life 
as a family tree farmer and their expectations for the next 
generation.  These presentations were clearly a highlight of 
event.  These passion-filled stories provided insight into the  
founders of OSWA and the challenges facing their 

con’t on page 6
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OREgON tREE FARM SYStEM NEWS

Tour the Fun Forest
2009 Oregon Tree Farmer of the Year Tour 

Saturday, June 26, 2010
Tour bus departs at 9 a.m. 
Sweet Home, Oregon

Come tour the Fun Forest with owners and forest managers Scott Melcher 
and Jim Cota.  The tour will feature:

Commercial thinning operation – second commercial thinning 
of an “escaped” Christmas tree plantation
Restoration project on a salmon/steelhead stream
Pasture afforestation
Forest road development/maintenance, and 
Forest recreation project

Lunch will be provided free of charge.
  
For further information, 
call Kim, Jim or Scott at
Melcher Logging
(541) 367-3232

The Fun Forest is the 2009 Oregon Tree Farmer of the Year and 
has been named 2010 Western Regional Tree Farmer of the Year 
by the American Tree Farm System

DIRECTIONS:
From Lebanon, Take Hwy20 east 
 apprx. 5 miles.
Left onto Waterloo Rd, go 1.5 miles
Right onto Berlin Rd, go 3 miles
Left onto Upper Berlin Rd. Go 1/2 mile
Left onto Berlin Ridge Rd. Go 1 mile
All junctions will be marked with signs.

To register for this tour, 

send name(s) to:

Oregon Tree Farm System

c/o Melcher Logging

P.O. Box 600
Sweet Home, OR 97386

or thi@centurytel.net
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OSWA NEWS

cont’d from page 3 (OSWA 2010 General Business Meeting)
Beyer reported that the November ballot will include a 
measure to mandate Annual Legislative Sessions.  He 
noted that annual session would make it much more dif-
ficult for grassroots organizations like OSWA to partici-
pate due to the time and cost required to participate on 
an annual basis..

Finally, Beyer highlighted Initiative Petition 50, which 
is a Constitutional Amendment that would redraw the 
boundaries of the legislative districts. This would be done 
by a non-partisan commission of retired judges.  He 
urged OSWA members to read the petition and consider 
supporting the effort.

A nominations report was provided by President Faulk 
and each of the nominees were provided an opportunity 
to address the members; Nancy Hathaway, Scott Hayes 
and Katie Kohl.  No nominations were made from the 
floor.

President Faulk concluded the meeting by thanking all 
the OSWA member volunteers who make our organiza-
tion work.  He highlighted several members for special 
recognition, as they made significant contributions to the 
success of our association over the past year.  They in-
cluded:

Paul Nys ( Judy too!) for their continued outstanding ef-
forts to recruit new members.

Ilene Waldorf (plus Monte & Amy) for their efforts on 
managing the Awesome OSWA store and the annual 
silent auction.

Mike Barnes for his leadership and service as chair of 
Woodlands Carbon and chair of OSWA’s Government 
Advisory Committee.

Gilbert Shibley for his representation of OSWA and 
family woodland owners as a work group member on the 
Lower Columbia Salmon Recovery Plan.

Bob Obermire for his representation of OSWA and 
family woodland owners as a work group member on the 
Lower Columbia Salmon Recovery Plan.

Mike Gaudern for his years of service to OSWA and 
Woodlands Carbon. Mike announced his departure from 
Woodlands Carbon to pursue a masters degree and to 
coach soccer.

cont’d from page 4 (OSWA Annual Meeting...)

children in the coming decades. 
 
The final keynote speaker, nationally-recognized econo-
mist John Mitchell, presented the audience with an en-
tertaining and energetic overview of the current economic 
conditions, with a focus on the forest products sector. He 
stated that the recession, in technical terms, was over, but 
the road to recovery would be a long one. 

The Clackamas Farm and Forestry Association was a 
wonderful host for our event.  We thank the planning 
committee for the great program and tours: Dave Hill, 
Gilbert Shibley, Mike Bondi, Dan Green, Jen Rains and 
David Ford.  A special thank you goes to Jen Rains who 
handled all the program and facility logistics!

 OSWA Dinner Celebration 

Members and guests celebrated 50 years of OSWA serv-
ing landowners at a reception and dinner.  The evening 
included speakers, the annual silent auction, and the Rig-
gin’ Slinger Award presentation.  

Bob Kintigh, OSWA’s second president and generational 
tree farmer, took us on a journey to the beginning of 
OSWA and shared stories of the founders and the issues 
that were the hallmark of the times.  Dr. Mark Shibley, 
fifth generation woodland owner, discussed the impor-
tance of organizations like OSWA to family woodland 
owners.  He shared his insight into the perspectives of 
younger generation about natural resources management 
based on his research and teaching experiences at South-
ern Oregon University.                                                                 
        
   con’t on next page...
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OSWA NEWS

Con’t from page 6 (OSWA Annual Meeting...)

The annual silent auction generated over $3,600, the most 
money ever raised in an annual auction. These monies will 
help fund OSWA’s legislative efforts next year. Thank you 
OSWA members for the donations and bids to make the 
silent auction a great success.

2010 Riggin’ Slinger Award 

This year, OSWA honored President Ken Faulk with the 
2010 Riggin’ Slinger Award. Dave Schmidt, 2nd Vice 
President presented the award to Ken for his leadership as 
president and decades of leadership and voluntary service 
to OSWA and its members.   The award states:

“For your years of exemplary voluntary service to OSWA, 
through your leadership as State President and Lane 
County Chapter President, your years of service on the 
State Executive Committee and Government Advisory 
Committee, your commitment to creating new opportu-
nities for OSWA member through the development of 
the Woodlands Carbon Company, and the support you 
provided to our professional staff ”.

Ken joins a distinguished list of past OSWA leaders to 
receive the award since 1982. The Riggin’ Slinger Award is 
the highest award given by the organization and is named 
for the crucial position in a High Lead logging crew. 

Ken Faulk, Dave Schmidt, and David Ford 

Saturday Tours

The event wrapped up on Saturday with two tours orga-
nized by the Clackamas County Farm Forestry Assoca-
tion. 

Participants on the first tour visited tree farms situated 
along the Bull Run Reserve east into the lower Cascades. 
The first stop was the Ten Eyck Tree Farm where the 
wagon trains came through to make Oregon their home.  
Next, the group visited the Bull Run Watershed, managed 
by the Portland Water Bureau, and got a glimpse of the 
forest and water facilities. Camp Howard, a youth camp 
for the Catholic organization and the 2007 Tree Farm 

winners, was the final stop for the day. Folks 
learned about their active forest management  
and visited with friends over lunch. 

The second tour of the day visted tree farms 
and the Hopkins Demonstration Forest in 
West Central Clackamas County. 

The Harmon Tree Farm was the first stop 
of the day where the group learned about 
active forest mananagement. Next, the Ems 
Family  Plantation demonstrated how an old 
Christmans tree farm transitions into timber. 
Lunch and final stop was as the Hopkins 
Demonstration Forest where community 
volunteers play an active role in forest man-
agment. 



OSWA ElEctiON NEWS

OSWA Annual Election- Members Urged 
to Vote
OSWA members are asked to elect three Executive Com-
mittee members to serve two-year terms. Enclosed in this 
Update is a ballot and instructions on how to complete 
and send in your ballot. 

You will find information on the candidates below. 

Katie Hastings Kohl

Katie Kohl is running 
for 2nd Vice President, 
position four. She 
grew up in the North-
ern California (Mt. 
Lassen area) woods 
with an industrial 
forester father.  She 

graduated from San Francisco State and U.C. Berkeley 
with degrees in English Literature and Secondary Educa-
tion and then taught for the next 32 years in Pleasanton 
CA, Corvallis OR, Rotorua NZ, Tokyo JAPAN and, dur-
ing the last twelve years, an annual East Asia Seminar for 
Educators.

In the meantime, she raised a family (two grown sons, 
now in the Portland area), moved with her husband 
Steve from Corvallis to their woods—Sirius Woods—
near Sweet Home and has been active with Linn County 
Small Woodlands Association, the South Santiam Water-
shed Council, Friends of Linn County, Outdoor School, 
and Sweet Home’s Tree and Mural Commissions.

Along with two (soon-to-be-three) grandchildren and 
a couple of pups, she and Steve enjoy managing their 
Certified Family Forest, camping, hiking, canoeing and 
traveling.

Scott Hayes

Scott is running for President-
Elect. Scott graduated in 1974 
with a degree in Forest Man-
agement from Oregon State 
University, and then began a 
career with the Oregon De-
partment of Forestry.  He was 
a Service Forester in southern 
Oregon, working with small 

woodland owners in Jackson and Josephine Counties 
during the 1980s.  In the 1990s, he worked in several staff 
positions in the Forestry Assistance and Forest Practices 
Programs.  During his career, Scott held various Incident 
Command System positions on one of the Department’s 
three fire teams.

Scott took a three year leave beginning in 1995 to live in 
Singapore - he accompanied his wife, Marge, who worked 
there for Nike.  While in Singapore, Scott was a techni-
cal writer for a Hong Kong magazine and worked for an 
environmental consulting firm.  Returning to Oregon, he 
finished his career with the Department and retired in 
2005.

Scott and Marge purchased their 40 acre tree farm in 
1996 and wrote their first management plan for Ameri-
can Tree Farm System certification.  They also joined the 
Washington County Small Woodlands Association.  In 
1999, they built their home on their tree farm.

Scott is active in the Washington County Small Wood-
land Owners Association and is a volunteer at the 
Tillamook Forest Center.  He enjoys “practicing what he 
preached as a Service Forester” on the tree farm, traveling 
with his wife, woodworking, and outdoor model railroad-
ing.

Nancy Hathaway

Nancy is running for Presi-
dent. She lives in Corvallis 
and manages 11 tracts of 
family-owned forestland 
in western Oregon. She 
earned her Bachelors and 
Masters degrees from Or-
egon State University and 
was an elementary school 
teacher with the Corvallis 
School District for 32 years, 
working with children with 

behavioral and learning issues. She is a Master Wood-
land Manager and is OSWA’s 2009 Benton County Tree 
Farmer of the Year. She was president of OSWA’s Benton 
County Chapter for six years, OSWA Board member 
for seven years and a Greenbelt Land Trust of Corval-
lis Board member. She is also an American Tree Farm 
System Board member and founding Board member of 
Woodlands Carbon. 
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OSWA NEWS

Bull Run Resevoir

Ten Eyck Tree Farm

OSWA By-Law Changes 
The Executive Committee adopted these changes to the 
By-laws in consulation with the Board of Director. 

Be it resolved; the Board recommends that the OSWA 
membership approve amendments to the By-Laws that:

1. create a President-Elect officer position to replace    
 the First Vice President position;

2. For the 2010 election, nominate the following   
 positions:

a. President – two-year term

b. President Elect – two year term (this person   
 would serve as President for two years beginning  
 in 2012).

c. 2nd Vice President – Position 4 – two year term.

 Beginning in 2012, the membership would:

1. In even year elections, elect a President-Elect for  
 a two-year term and a 2nd Vice President – Posi  
 tion 4 for a two-year term.

2. In odd year elections, elect a 2nd Vice President   
    – Position 1; a 2nd Vice President – Position 2;   
            and a 2nd Vice President – Position 3 (each posi-  
            tion for a two-year term).

Article XIII of the OSWA By-Laws pro-
vides that changes to the By-Laws may be 
adopted by a majority vote of the Execu-
tive Committee, provided that the specific 
proposed changes have been distributed to 
each Board member at least 30 days prior 
to the meeting at which the vote to adopt 
occurs.  Further, the amendment shall be 
ratified at the next general vote-by-mail 
election.

After discussion, Mrs. Marie Gale and 
Mr. Jim Brown moved and seconded to 
approve the By-Laws change resolution as 
recommended by the Executive Commit-
tee. The motion passed with unanimous 
voice vote.



10 The Woodlander Update             

OREgON NEWS

You’re looking out
for your land.

Who’s looking out for you?

Your land is important to you and your family. And you and your family are important
to J.D. Fulwiler. That’s why we have been providing personalized insurance coverage to
OSWA members for over five years. If you are looking for options for your liability
insurance, please contact Jan Oyala at 800-735-8325 for more information about how we
can help you.

5727 SW Macadam Avenue
PO Box 69508
Port land, OR 97239
503-293-8325
800-735-8325
www.jdfuwiler.com

Trusted provider of personal and
business insurance solutions for

over 15 years

 State Budget Cliff
At his recent “State of the State” speech in Portland, 
Governor Kulongoski warned that Oregon is “speeding 
toward a budgetary cliff.” A recent report from state bud-
get analysis shows why.

The report projects a tentative state budget for the 2011-
2013 biennium, based on the most recent state economic 
and revenue forecast. Revenues (General Fund and 
lottery) are projected at $16 billion and expenditures at 
“current service levels” are pegged at $18.3 billion. Allow-
ing for a one percent ending balance, that leaves a pro-
jected deficit of $2.45 billion – the Governor’s budgetary 
cliff – even after voter approval of the largest tax increase 
in Oregon history. 

The recent analysis includes a set of assumptions and 
spending levels that would be needed in order to maintain 
these “current service levels.” Here are two:

•	 “State	personal	services	growth	is	projected	at	
13.4% for the biennium, including furlough and benefit 

roll ups, step increases, pension obligation bond payments 
and a 6 percentage point increase in the PERS rate.”

•	 “Compensation	and	benefit	increases	are	assumed	
to be a 2.5% cost-of-living adjustment in the first year of 
the biennium, a 2% COLA in the second year of the bi-
ennium, and increases of 9% per calendar year for flexible 
health benefits.”

With these kind of business-as-usual projections in the 
midst of the worst economic downturn in decades, it is 
really no wonder that the state is going broke. As a small 
but illustrative example of what this well mean for the 
organizations like OSWA, when the 2011 Legislature 
convenes, we will likely spend energy fending off attempts 
to shift large-scale costs in the Department of Forestry 
budget from the General Fund to forest landowners – in 
order to free up more General Fund dollars to maintain 
“current service levels.”
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OREgON NEWS

DO IT RIGHT
THE FIRST TIME

Premium Christmas Trees and Seedlings

www.kintighs.com 541-746-1842
38865 E. Cedar Flat Rd. •  Springfield, OR 97478

 

Leiman Joins Committee for Family Forestlands

Forest landowner Sara Leiman has been named to a seat on 
the Committee for Family Forestlands, an advisory group 
that provides information about the concerns and interests 
of small-acreage and family forest owners to the Oregon 
Board of Forestry. Leiman co-owns and serves as general 
manager of her family forestland business, Coast Range 
Conifers LLC based in Monroe, managing 2,814 acres in 
Benton, Lane and Lincoln counties.

Membership of the 10-person Committee includes fam-
ily forest landowners, forest industry representatives, 
environmental community and public members, and staff 
representing the Oregon Department of Forestry, Oregon 
State University and the Oregon Forest Resources Institute. 
Leiman’s appointment to the Committee was approved by 
the Oregon Board of Forestry at the Board’s April 22nd 
meeting in Salem.

Leiman holds a Bachelor of Arts in Geography from the 
University of California, Berkeley and has served on the 
Board of Directors for the Oregon Forest Resources Insti-
tute since 2004. She has also served on many regional and 
local leadership boards. Leiman was named Benton County 
Tree Farmer of the Year in 2005.

Leiman assumes a Committee seat representing forest 
landowners in northwest Oregon, replacing Gary Springer 
who was recently appointed to the Oregon Board of For-
estry. 

The Oregon Board of Forestry at the April 22, 2010 meet-
ing also named McMinnville resident Susan Watkins 
as vice-chair of the Committee for Family Forestlands. 
Watkins moved to Oregon following a thirty-year career 
in municipal law in California and Washington. After Ms. 
Watkins and husband Arnie Hollander planted their small 
forest in Yamhill County in 1994, she became a Master 
Woodland Manager and is responsible for managing her 
family woodland. As a landowner representative, Ms. Wat-
kins helped found the Family Forest Project, the public-pri-
vate initiative that produces the Ties to the Land succession 
planning materials for landowning families. She has served 
on the Committee since September 2008.

Small-acreage private woodland owners and forest-owning 
families manage 4.7 million acres of Oregon’s forests, about 
15 percent of the state’s forest footprint. A 2005 study by 
the Oregon Forest Resources Institute found more than 
half of Oregon’s family forest owners are over 65, with 
many in their 70’s and 80’s. Many thousands of acres of 
Oregon’s forest land are poised to change ownership within 
the next decade, with economic pressures driving both new 
and long-time forest owners to consider converting their 
forest to other uses, including residential development or 
commercial land. 

This new website has officially launched and focuses on 
commercial nontimber forest products on small to medium 

sized private lands. It includes a discus-
sion forum where you can post questions, 
interact with businesses, and download 
useful resources. Use and registration are 
free. Visit www.ifca.org/ntfp. 

Nontimber Forest Products Information Exchange   

Oregon Forest Industry Directory 
www.orforestdirectory.com 

This regional web-based directory lists busi-
nesses that buy and sell nontimber forest prod-
ucts. The directory is a hepful tool for buyers 
and sellers of NTFPs as well as for landowners 
researching and networking with NTFP com-
mercial interests. Use and registration are free.  
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OREgON NEWS

Douglas-fir disease spreading along Oregon and 
Washington Coasts
By: Scott Learn, The Oregonian
A fungal disease attacking Douglas-fir trees along the Pacific North-
west coast is intensifying and may be linked to a warmer climate and 
extensive planting of Douglas-fir on logged tracts, new Oregon State 
University research suggests. 

The epidemic of Swiss needle cast stunts growth in both older and 
younger trees and appears to be unprecedented over at least the past 
100 years, OSU researchers Bryan Black, David Shaw, and Jeffrey 
Stone concluded. 

Swiss needle cast, which originated in Europe, has spread sharply 
since 1996. It affects hundreds of thousands of acres in Oregon and 
Washington, costing tens of millions a year in lost growth. It rarely 
kills trees but causes discoloration and loss of needles and stunts 
growth. 

The disease has now been identified at varying levels of severity in 
western Oregon on more than 300,000 acres in each of the past four 
years, peaking at 376,000 acres in 2008, the researchers said in a paper 
published in the journal “Forest Ecology and Management.” 

Prior to this four-year period, it had affected as much as 300,000 acres 
only once in the 14-year history of aerial detection surveys, they said. 

It could ultimately affect up to two million acres of forests near the 
Oregon coast, OSU said, and change the face of forestry in a huge 
region. 

The new study concluded that warmer conditions, especially from 
March through August, are associated with significantly reduced 
growth in diseased trees, which may reflect earlier fruiting of the fun-
gus. Wet, drizzly conditions in May through July are also important. 

The warm, wet conditions within 20 miles or so of the Pacific Ocean 
make those areas a hotspot of disease in coastal Oregon and Washing-
ton. 

Another key suspect, scientists say, is the planting for decades of a 
monoculture of Douglas-fir in replacement of coastal forests, which 
previously had trees of varying ages and different species. 

When Douglas-fir was a small component of these forests, it appears 
the disease was relatively insignificant. Even-aged stands of Douglas-
fir allow the fungus to build up, releasing spores that spread with the 
wind. 

cont’d on next page
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Reductions in growth of 20 percent to 30 percent are fairly common. At some 
sites, the researchers found growth reduced by more than 85 percent in the past 
25 years when compared to healthy trees. 

Fungicides can control the disease, but cost too much to be practical and raise 
environmental concerns. Planting of less Douglas-fir is a more practical option, 
OSU said, using more western hemlock, red alder or other species.

 

World Forest Investment, Inc.

Real Estate Broker’s License in 
Oregon & Washington

Forestland Marketing & Evaluation 
Advice

Extensive Network of Forestland 
Buyers & Sellers

40 Years Forestland Experience

Member:

 Society of American Foresters

 Oregon Small Woodlot  
 Association

 Washington Farm Forestry  
 Association

 American Tree Farm System

Mark Willhite 
PROFESSiONAL FORESTER/BROkER

www.WorldForestInvestment.com 
Mark@WorldForestInvestment.com

1-503-412-8702

Forestland MarketIng,  
InvestMent, & ConsultIng

cont’d from previous page (Douglas-fir disease...)

EPA  will limit pesticides near salmon streams
By: Jeff Barnard , AP Environmental Writer
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency said Monday it will impose restric-
tions on spraying three agricultural pesticides to keep them out of salmon streams 
after manufacturers refused to adopt the limits voluntarily.                                 
EPA will develop new rules for applying the chemicals diazinon, malathion, and 
chlorpyrifos that will include no-spray zones along streams and restrictions on 
spraying depending on weather conditions, EPA spokesman Dale Kemery said in 
an e-mail. There will also be requirements to report dead fish. 
Even at very low levels, the chemicals have been found by federal biologists to in-
terfere with salmon’s sense of smell, making it harder for them to find food, avoid 
preditors and return to  native waters to spawn. 
The EPA action stems from a lawsuit filed by anti-pesticide groups in 2001.
Manufacturers Dow AgroSciences, Makhteshim Agan of North America, 
Cheminova and Gharda Chemicals Ltd. noticied EPA on Friday that they would 
not voluntarily adopt the restrictions, said Dow AgroSciences spokeman Garry 
Hamlin.
In a letter to the EPA, a lawyer for Dow AgroSciences and Makhteshim Agan 
said the companies feel there is no scientific evidence the pesticides are killing, 
harming, or jeopardizing the survival of salmon, or harming critical habitat, and 
that the NOAA Fisheries analysis was deficient. 
They also objected to EPA’s handling of the case. 
The EPA decision comes a year and a half after NOAA Fisheries Service found  the pesticides threaten 
the survival of 27 species of salmon and steelhead that are protected by the Endangered Species Act  in 
the West. 
“We are encouraged that they are finally getting serious about implementing these protections and hope 
that the agency takes the most immediate and aggressive action available to it to ensure that pesticides 
are removed from Northwest salmon waters,” said Steve Machuda, an attorney for Earthjustice in Se-
attle, the public-interest law firm that represented the anti-pesticide groups. 
Meanwhile EPA notified NOAA Fisheries that it is going ahead with implementing restrictions on the 
next set of pesticides found to harm salmon: carbaryl, carbofuran and methomyl. 
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ODF Seeks Ideas to Right Budget
In an effort to head off a looming budget crisis at the De-
partment of Forestry, State Forester Marvin Brown kicked 
off the first meeting of the “Coalition for Oregon Forests 
Funding Workgroup” in Salem on May 5.

With the state as a whole likely facing a $2.5 billion 
deficit going into the 2011 session of the Legislature, 
Brown convened the work group to explore new ways to 
fund ODF core programs. The work group’s five objectives  
include “simplify the Department’s budget” and stabilize 
the Department’s budget by ensuring a dependable public 
funding source.” The former reflects a recognition that the 
ODF budget is very complex and difficult to explain to 
legislators and the public. 

Brown began the May 5 meeting by asking how the De-
partment of Forestry is perceived by members of the work 
group and the constituencies they represent. Predictably, 
this exercise elicited less than growing comments from 
the environmental members of the group. The Audubon 
Society member said she views ODF as primarily wanting 
to “maintain the status quo,” which is “not good enough 
for the challenges we face.” She also said environmental-
ists view trying to work on forestry issues in Salem as a 
“black hole.”

The Wild Salmon Center representative said his col-
leagues have “generally negative sentiments” about ODF. 
He said the Board of Forestry lacks balance and ODF is 
unwilling to give the views of conservationists the same 
weight they give industry perspectives. He also said that 
Washington and California have Forest Practices Acts 
“that are much stronger and more desirable” than the 
Oregon Forest Practices Act. The Sierra Club member 
echoed these themes, saying there are a lot of “negative 
perceptions” about ODF and that the agency leans toward 
doing what industry wants, not what the science says.

Later in the meeting,  the Sierra Club member suggested 
that even industry testimony in the Legislature acknowl-
edged that the Forest Practices Act serves mainly to reas-
sure the public about forestry practices. If the Act, which 
they view as weak and inadequate anyway, only exists for 
“image” purposes, maybe ODF could save money by fore-
going FPA enforcement altogether and instead make sure 
landowners are in full compliance with federal environ-
mental laws. Either that or give the DEQ direct authority 
to regulate private forestlands. 

This is a good example of how policy issues are likely to 
creep into a discussion that is supposed to focus soley 
on budget matters. The work group is scheduled to meet 
monthly through the summer (the next meeting will be 
scheduled during the week of June 21). Industry mem-
bers include Greg Miller (Weyerhaeuser), Larry Guistina 
(Guistina Land & Timber), Eric Geyer (Roseburg Forest 
Products) and Milt Moran (Cascade Timber).

     

Conservation  Program Adds Flexibility to 
Attract Particpation 
Private landowners have more flexibility to enhance 
salmon habitat as a result of recent improvements to a 
popular conservation program according to Judy Olson, 
State Executive Director for the Farm Service Agency. 
County conservation districts and the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency will be taking applica-
tions for the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Pro-
gram (CREP), which now offers additional conservation 
practices and provides for additional lands to be eligible. 
Sign up for this enhanced CREP program begins April 
14, 2010 and is on a continuous basis.

CREP is a national voluntary program that in Wash-
ington improves habitat and water quality in salmon 
streams. Land enrolled in 10-15 year CREP contracts 
is removed from agricultural production and grazing. In 
return, producers receive annual rental payments, contract 
signing incentives and financial incentives of nearly 100 
percent reimburesement for creating new wildlife habitat. 
Approved conservation practices can include livestock 
fencing and water quality improvements. 

In additional to traditional riparian buffers, participants 
can now use 15-foot hedgerow buffers along smaller water 
courses, upstream grass filter strips, and wetland enhance-
ments connected to salmon streams. Orchards, vineyards 
and berry farms are now eligible for all CREP practices.

Landowners may sign up for CREP with their local 
conservation district for Farm Service Agency at any time. 
For more information about CREP, visit www.fsa.usda.
gov/wa.
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DEQ Update
There is a new toxic pollutant standard proposed by the 
DEQ that could mean stiffer regulatory requirements for 
forest manufacturers. Now it seems that forest landowners 
could also face a higher regulatory bar because of this new 
standard. 

A subcommittee of DEQ’s Toxic Stakeholders Rulemak-
ing Group recently provided a set of detailed recommen-
dations to the Environmental Quality Commission on 
how to control “non-point source runoff of toxic contami-
nants.” For forestry, the subcommittee report is a broad-
based attack on the current law that gives the Board of 
Forestry final authority on how forest practices should 
be regulation for the purpose of meeting water quality 
standards. 

The subcommittee, made up of representatives of the 
cities, water agencies and Northwest Environmental 
Advocates, recommends in essence that this authority be 
transferred to the DEQ and that stringent new rules be 
adopted. “There are many indications that current (forest 
practices rules) are inadequate to meet the goal of attain-
ment of water quality standards,” they say. Instead, “reduc-
tions in soil erosion and runoff ” should be achieved by 
requiring “undisturbed forested riparian buffers that are 
sufficiently wide to capture runoff.” Forest practices rules 
that fail to meet rigid water o be sure, there are trade-offs. 
Using biomass to generate energy is not a silver bullet, 
nor is any renewable energy resource. However, it can play 
an important role, along with other sources of renewable 
energy generation, to accomplish long-term reductions of 
CO2, combat climate change, and stimulate new jobs and 
economic opportunity. 

What is not known at this point is the extent to which 
the views of this subcommittee are shared by the DEQ. 
But the fact that they were given as much air time as they 
were in front of the EQC is troubling.

        

Small Scale Equipment Show Planned 
Clackamas County - June 26 
Plans are complete for the Small Scale Forest Equipment 
Show to be held at Loren and Sylvia Bowman’s forest on 
Saturday, June 26, 2010. Events are scheduled to com-
mence at 9 AM and conclude by 3 PM. The show will 
feature equipment best suited to meet the needs of small 
woodland owners as well provide valuable information on 
some important woodland management topics.

Local equipment dealers, suppliers and contractors will 
be featured. All will provide live demonstrations of their 
equipment and ample time will be provided for questions 
and discussion. Thirty five demonstrations and presenta-
tions are scheduled: each will be repeated during the day 
so everyone will have plenty of time to visit all demonstra-
tions or revisit one of special interest. Time for questions 
and discussion will be provided at each event.

Pro Logger educational credits are available for atten-
dance at this event.

A free lunch and a beverage will be provided. Donations 
to help offset show expenses would be appreciated. Bring 
chairs and a hard had if you can. Some presentations will 
be given during the lunch break and immediately follow-
ing. A level road connects all demonstration areas and 
some walking is required. Transportation will be provided 

for those needing assistance.

Look for event staff wearing orange vests if 
you have questions.  “Tree Tour” signs will 
direct you to the show on Highway 224 just 
east of Estacada. 

The Bowman Tree Farm is located at 35911 
SE Bowman Road, a short distance off SE 
Porter road.  Questions about the event 
should be directed to:  Loren Bowman, 
503-630-6103; Jack Carter, 503-695-2718; 
Mike Bondi, 503-655-8631 or Scott Han-
son, 503-631-2734.
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Legislation Recognizes Good Wood  
On May 6, the U.S. House of Representatives passed the 
Homestar Retrofit Act of 2009 (HR 5019), that encour-
ages the use of  wood products in home retrofits. Thanks 
to the leadership of Congressman Stupak (D-MI) wood 
products language was included in an amendment that 
passed on the House floor as part of the legislation.   The 
American Forest Foundation, along with other partner 
groups, has been working to secure the wood products ad-
dition.
 Wood products are one of the most environmentally-
friendly building materials and leads to reduced pollution, 
lower greenhouse gas emissions, and less energy consump-
tion. The Homestar bill provides financial incentives for 
homeowners to retrofit their home with appliances and 
other materials that improve their home’s energy effi-
ciency and reduce energy consumption. With the language 
included in the bill by Congressman Stupak, homeowners 
will be able to use wood prod
With the growing green building and energy efficiency 
movements, this is an important step to recognize the value 
of wood products in these emerging markets and can help 
revive wood products’ markets for family forest owners.   
Good for homeowners, the environment and family-owned  
forests! 


