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Another Great Annual Meeting
By Jim James

Congratulations to the Baker County Chapter for another great OSWA annual meeting. On
Friday, June 10th, an exceptional group of speakers discussed the resilience of Northeast
Oregon, before and after fire, and a multiple list of challenges facing family forest owners
and how one might address these issues. All was with an emphasis on the 75th Anniversary
of the American Tree Farm System. During the Membership Meeting, President Scott Hanson
(Clackamas County) passed the president’s gavel to new President Rick Barnes (Douglas
County). Rick will serve a two year term as President and Scott will become Past-President on
the Executive Committee. Scott Hayes will step down from the Executive Committee after
serving for six years. Thank you Scott for your service to OSWA. Mike Barsotti (Linn County)
was nominated for President-Elect and Mike Barnes (Yamhill County) was nominated for a
second term as Second Vice President. Two woods tours, an awards banquet, and a silent
auction completed the three day event. Over 175 people participated in one or more of the
events. Also, thank you to the annual meeting sponsors Boise Cascade, Guistina Resources,
JD Fulwiler, Port Blakely, Ochoco Lumber Co., RSG, Seneca, Silke Communications, Starker
Forests, Stimson Lumber Co., and Weyerhaeuser.
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IMPORTANT
DATES
JULY 20
Board of Forestry
Meeting
JULY 30
Douglas Cty. Neighbor
to Neighbor Tour
AUGUST 13
Clackamas Cty.
Neighbor to
Neighbor Tour
AUGUST 20
Lincoln Cty. Neighbor
to Neighbor Tour
FOR A COMPLETE
CALENDAR SEE PAGE 28

Keynote Speaker, Tom Martin, American Forest Foundation President sets the stage for a great program.

Awards Banquet
During the awards banquet, OSWA recognized eleven Outstanding Chapter Volunteers and
three 2016 Riggin’ Slingers. Oregon Tree Farm System recognized Mike Cloughesy, Oregon
Forest Resource Institute and Jim Johnson, OSU Forestry Extension as exceptional partners of
the American Tree Farm System (ATFS), Paul Calverley received a 25 year ATFS sign, and Rick
and Audrey Barnes received a sign as 2014 Western Regional Outstanding Tree Farmers of
the Year.
continued on page 6

OSWA President’s Message

Rick Barnes

The OSWA 2016 Annual Meeting in Baker City was a huge

The OSWA Vision
To see privately owned
family woodlands are a
thriving part of Oregon’s
landscape in 2050.

Our Mission
Statement
Oregon Small
Woodlands Association
shall be an
effective force in
addressing statewide
forestry issues that are
critical to family forestlandowners by:
Educating and informing
the owners of forested
tracts and the public
regarding forestry
and family forestland
management issues.
Providing a medium for
the exchange of ideas
about family forestland
by landowners, public
agencies, consultants,
and timber industry
personnel.
Serving as a forum to
make recommendations
for investigating and
solving problems, and
for improving forest
management, harvesting,
and marketing.
Representing the owners
of family forestlands to
the general public and
before legislative bodies
and regulatory agencies.

success. The Baker/Union County Chapter did a great job hosting
the meeting. The activities started with a woods tour of Eileen and
Brent Gyllenberg’s property near Baker City where tour attendees
saw firsthand the realities of the impacts a forest fire can have
on woodland property. I was not able to attend but was told
by numerous people it was a great tour. The Friday session was
held in conjunction with the American Tree Farm System as they
celebrated 75 years of service to forestland owners. Tom Martin,
President of the American Forest Foundation, was the keynote
speaker and delivered a powerful message. All four sessions held
during the day were very informative. The evening closed out with awards and videos of
the 2015 Outstanding Tree Farmers of the Year. On Saturday we were treated to a tour of the
beautiful Defrees’ Ranch. It was an incredible tour and one left with a clear understanding
why they were selected as the 2015 Oregon Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year AND now
the 2016 Western Regional Outstanding Tree Farmers of the Year!!! Congratulations to the
Defrees Family. This is a tremendous, well deserved honor!
I became President of OSWA during the Friday Business Meeting. I am proud to have the
opportunity to serve you and will work hard to represent you as we proceed through the year.
Please feel free to email me or give me a call if you have something you think OSWA should be
doing or have suggestions on how we can improve. My email is rbarnes@barnesinc.com and
my office phone number is 541-673-1208. I look forward to working with each of you.
What lies ahead? We will be nimble and deal with issues as they arise. I do know for sure we
will be facing new riparian rules in Western Oregon in 2017. The current schedule is to have
a comment period on the new rules in November and early December with the final rules
becoming effective on June 1, 2017, Once they are in place, it will be critical our members
develop a good understanding of the new rules. We will work with the Oregon Department of
Forestry (ODF) to see that appropriate training sessions are available. ODF plans training during
May through July of 2017. We will also have a legislative session starting at the beginning of
the year. Our Government Advisory Committee will work closely with Roger Beyer to analyze
the various legislative activities and give support where appropriate and opposition as
necessary with sound reasoning for our positions. I urge all who are interested consider
serving on the Government Advisory Committee. I am sure we will be reaching out for your
help on issues as the need arises. Your participation is essential in OSWA being an effective
organization.
In closing, I want to thank the Baker/Union County Chapter for the great job they did hosting the
annual meeting. I also want to thank both Scott Hanson and Scott Hayes for the outstanding
leadership they have provided these last few years. They have been tremendous leaders. I will
continue to utilize their expertise as we move forward. Finally, I want to thank Jim James for
all of his efforts in leading our organization. He is extremely knowledgeable on our issues, has
great leadership skills and is extremely articulate when presenting our positions. We are very
fortunate to have him as our Executive Director.
I look forward to working with all of you as your President.

Oregon Small Woodlands Association • www.oswa.org
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Tree Farm Chair’s Message

Scott Hayes

The Tour of Oregon’s Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year,
hosted by Lyle and Dean Defrees, last month was stellar! We
learned about water development for animals and fire, quaking
aspen propagation, unique harvest techniques, tree planting and
thinning. Over 150 guests enjoyed a brilliant day, an informative
tour and the best prime rib lunch imaginable! Thanks are
extended to the Defrees family!

Our Tree Farm
Vision

The Defrees family were just notified they are the National Western
Regional Outstanding Tree Farmers of the Year for 2016, sponsored
by the American Tree Farm System. They are one of four nominees
for National Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year. Congratulations
to the Defrees family.
The selection of 2016 National Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year (OTFofY) will be based
partially on voting from American Tree Farm System participants. Voting is done online
through the American Forest Foundation website. Here is the link: https://www.forest
foundation.org/regional-otfy-2016 Voting ends August 11th. Support our Oregon candidate
by voting for them today.
Congratulations to the six families nominated for Oregon 2016 Outstanding Tree Farmer of
the Year: Jack Thronson family, Clackamas County; Dave and Dianne Rankin, Lane County;
Nicholas Dahl, Lincoln County; Joe and Shirley Holmberg, Linn County; Mel and Wendy
Mortensen, Washington County; and Susan Watkins and Arnie Hollander, Yamhill County.
The Oregon 2016 Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year will be announced at the Oregon Tree
Farm System’s Awards Luncheon, November 21st, at the World Forestry Center in Portland.
Fire season was declared last month in our Oregon Department of Forestry Protection District.
As you will learn in articles in this issue, fire prevention is a critical part of the equation.
OTFS encourages you to maintain defensible space around your structures, reduce hazardous
fuels in your forest, update your emergency evacuation plan, and be careful! Keep Oregon
Green and your State Stewardship Forester are there to help.

To promote the growing
of renewable forest
resources on private
lands while protecting
environmental benefits
and increasing public
understanding of all
benefits of productive
forestry

Our Mission
Statement
Help Oregon family forest
owners sustainably care
for their woodlands by:
• Raising the Tree Farm
brand profile with key
audiences.
• Increase Tree Farm
membership.
•Promote multigenerational ownership
of family forests.
• Develop stronger
partnerships to leverage
accomplishment of
mutual goals.

Oregon Tree Farm System • www.otfs.org
187 High St. NE, Suite 208 • Salem, OR 97301 • 503-362-0242
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OSWA Executive Director’s Report

OSWA has had a full schedule
of activities in 2016. OSWA’s
annual meeting was well
attended and another success.
So far this year, OSWA has
helped support four Neighbor
to Neighbor woods tours with
three more scheduled in July
and August.

By Jim James

Membership – Membership retention has fallen short of
our desired targets with only about 93% of the members
we had in 2015 renewing for 2016. The addition of new
members has helped, but it will be a challenge to meet
OSWA’s 4% growth target we set for ourselves. I encourage
members to invite potential members you know to join.
Riparian Rules – The riparian rule writing advisory
committee continues to be a focus for OSWA. At this time, it
appears the Board of Forestry will make its final decision on
the riparian rule language at its September 7th meeting in
Salem. The Riparian Rule Writing Advisory Committee has

Revenue
Dues

2014/2015
Approved
Budget

found consensus on most the issues needing clarification
of the board’s direction to the Department of Forestry in
preparing rules to implement the new standard. The one
unresolved issue is what was the board’s intent when they
provided relieve to landowners if more than 10% of their
property was encumbered by the additional new rules. The
no touch 50 and 70 foot buffers suggested by the board
as relief has turned out to provide no relief to a landowner
if a landowner were to use the basal area option instead.
The 10% threshold is also questionable as to whether that
provides the intended relieve. OSWA will need to have a
presence at the September 7th to lobby for a reasonable
relief package. I will provide more information as we get
closer to that date. There will be a series of public hearings
following the Board decision that OSWA will also need to
participate in. The final rules will be implemented most
likely in June or July 2017.

OSWA’s Budget is in line with projections.

2014/2015
Actual
Budget

2015/2016
Approved
Budget

2015/2016
Actual
Budget 6-30-16

166,800

166,900

166,800

161,346

28,000

30,500

29,000

13,500

7,000

7,925

8,000

5,850

Grants

21,000

16,000

26,000

5,000

Other

28,200

45,735

33,700

31,257

251,000

267,060

263,500

216,953

Chapter Dues Rebate

16,300

16,000

16,300

0

Wages & Prof. Services

111,300

98,884

98,000

65,323

Legislative Expense

33,000

33,000

33,000

19,250

Publications

12,600

23,069

19,500

11,345

52,2000

86,227

74,800

53,027

Totals

233,000

257,180

241,600

148,945

Profit

18,000

9,880

21,900

68,008

Parton Program
OSWA Fund Drive

Totals
Expenses

Office & Op. Expenses
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Fire Lines

Fire Season is Here

By Tom Fields, Fire Prevention Coordinator, Oregon Department of Forestry
Fire season is upon us. As this issue finds your inbox, most,
if not all of the districts under the protection of the Oregon
Department of Forestry have declared fire season. For those
of you with internet access, visit www.oregon.gov/odf to
stay up to date on fire season closures and restrictions,
which can change over the course of the summer based on
fire danger conditions. As a small woodland owner, there
are a few things to take into consideration as we meet the
challenges before us in 2016.
First some promising news. Mother Nature has been
much kinder to us so far in relation to the past three fire
seasons. Snowpack levels remained strong well into the
spring and intermittent shots of rainfall throughout the
state have tempered early season fire activity. While
it’s tough to make up four straight years of drought, the
recent moderate conditions have helped. The number of
human-caused fires and acres burned to date are more in
line with a “normal” fire season, something we don’t hear
too often anymore. As of July 5, 258 reported fires have
burned about 2,500 acres. The lightning caused Akawana
Fire near Lake Billy Chinook, north of Sisters, accounted for
2,100 acres.
Our primary concern, as usual for this time of year,
remains debris burning. Seventy-seven fires resulting from
property owners burning debris have burned 54 acres to
date. Burning is now prohibited in most areas around the
state. So if you still have a pile or two out there that needs
to be burned, please hold off until the close of fire season
in the fall. If you have already burned
material this spring, go back and recheck
old piles for heat and smoke. Burn piles
can smolder for weeks and come back to
life with a little wind and warmer weather.
To do so, break piles apart and soak them
thoroughly. Be sure and check old stumps
and stump holes that you burned as well.
Root systems under the ground are just as
capable of heating up and bringing fire
back to the surface.
The start of fire season means it’s time to
flip the switch and enter fire prevention
mode. Now is the time to make sure

you’re ready if you have active or planned operations. Fire
season requirements call for water supply, fire tools, spark
arresters, and fire watch service. Smoking is prohibited
while working or traveling through an operation area and
all flammable material must be removed from equipment.
Cable logging operations require clearing a 10-foot circle
of flammable debris around blocks. You must also provide
a shovel and five-gallon pump can filled with water at
each block. Avoid line-rub on rock or woody material
where friction can result in a fire. Check with your local
ODF or association office or log onto Oregon.gov/odf for a
complete list of requirements.
Having these precautions in place will improve your
chances of preventing a fire or keeping fires small. When
all fire prevention requirements are followed (including
the Industrial Fire Precaution Levels), small fires that don’t
require additional resources generally equate to no liability
to the landowner/operator. Limited liability occurs when
rules and requirements were met on fires that required
extra fire suppression actions outside a protection district’s
budget (air tankers, helicopters, contract crews, etc). In
these cases the landowner/operator is still on the hook
for up to $300,000 of these extra suppression costs. Total
liability occurs when the landowner/operator is either
willful, malicious or negligent in the start or spread of the
fire. Negligence occurs, for example, when fire prevention
requirements are not adhered to. It is not uncommon for
summer operation fires to run into the millions of dollars.
For added insurance protection, it’s
best to go beyond the State’s minimum
requirements. Have extra water and run
hose to all areas worked on that particular
day. If possible, trail units ahead of the
operation in an effort to keep the fire in
its place. If you’re working with mobile
equipment, like rotary saws, bring on an
extra person, such as a swamper, to follow
behind and wet down hot stumps. And
finally, make sure the crew knows their
assignment should a fire start and test
suppression equipment daily.
Have a safe and productive fire season.

OREGON FAMILY FORESTS NEWS • JULY 2016 • PAGE 5

Another Great Annual Meeting – Continued
2016 OUTSTANDING CHAPTER VOLUNTEERS
EACH YEAR, CHAPTER PRESIDENTS ARE ASKED TO IDENTIFY
AN OUTSTANDING VOLUNTEER FOR THEIR CHAPTER TO BE RECOGNIZED AT OSWA’S ANNUAL AWARDS BANQUET.
Baker County – Chris & Donna Heffernan have been
active volunteers on the tree school East planning
committee. Donna has been one of our key Tree
School East planning committee members since the
program was started in 2002. In addition to attending
the planning meetings and providing much valuable
input, the Heffernan’s have contributed logs for classes,
volunteering at the registration table and anything and
everything else that needs doing. The Heffernans are
assisting with a new program studying the economic
feasibility of creating BioChar from forest residue. Chris,
Donna and their two sons Justin and Sheldon all work
together managing the family’s considerable forestry and
farming businesses which include custom haying and
forest fuel reduction with their slash buster equipment.
They set a great example for others.
The Heffernans were the Union County Outstanding Tree
Farmer of the Year in 2004 and are voluntary participants
in the My Blue Mountain/East Face program. They have
hosted numerous tours and forestry and agriculture
workshops on their lands, providing superb learning
opportunities and inspiring the audiences with their
dedication and excellent work. Chris and Donna have
a long history of engaging with and supporting their
community in a variety of unique ways such as offering
special deer and elk hunting opportunities for disabled and
disadvantaged people of all ages. Chris is a past member

Scott Hanson & Rick Barnes present award to Donna Heffernan
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of the Board of Forestry. They often say, they’re “living
the dream” and inspiring other folks to also passionately
pursue their natural resource stewardship goals.
Benton County – Roger Workman joined the Benton
County OSWA board in 2015. Even though he lives and
works full-time in Albany he has taken the extra time
to come to Corvallis to volunteer. Roger enthusiastically
accepted the job of Program Coordinator and has
organized interesting monthly events to appeal to a
variety of interests. The chapter is pleased with his efforts.
He has made a notable contribution to the Benton County
chapter and we’d like to honor him as our Volunteer of the
Year and hope he continues as Program Coordinator for
another year!
Clackamas County – Tim Dahl is our outstanding volunteer for 2016. Tim has been invaluable to CCFFA for the
time he puts in as Secretary/Treasurer, keeping track of
what we are doing and where we are going. He is on the
finance committee, works with Jim Schreiber on the burn
committee and on tours where needed. He is a Master
Woodland Manager.
Columbia County – Columbia County outstanding volunteers are Scott and Sue Russell. What can I say. It is
long overdue that the Russell's are recognized. Columbia
County Past president, vice president, secretary, always
there to help with a great attitude, a smile and something

Scott Hanson & Rick Barnes present award to Colene Freadman

Another Great Annual Meeting – Continued
funny to say. They have been active in state events like
Day at the Capitol and Board of Forestry meetings, representing Columbia County.
Coos/Curry County – Jayson Wartnik is the past
president of the Coos/Curry County chapter. As president
he spent countless hours volunteering to set up tours and
lead chapter events. He continues to serve on the chapter
board and participates in most chapter activities. Jayson
has been a key player in the chapters recent success.

have committed many hours of their time and services to
LCSWA, which we are very thankful for and appreciative
of. Steve also volunteers his time as a member of the
state’s Emergency Fire Funding Committee representing
family forest owners. His experience has been needed as
Oregon has experienced three bad fire seasons in a row.

Douglas County – Colene Freadman is the 2016
Outstanding Volunteer of the Year for the Douglas County
Chapter. For years, Colene has been a willing worker for
our chapter, filling in where needed and assisting when
times get busy—for instance, when we hosted two OSWA
Annual Meetings in a row. In addition, we have on-going
gratitude for her leadership in securing a bond measure
that provides permanent funding for the Extension
Forestry program in Douglas County.
Most recently, Colene accepted the on-going job of
updating and managing the Douglas County portion of
the OSWA website. This is a very important communication
tool and she is doing a fabulous job of keeping it current
and accurate. Thank you Colene for your energy and
helpfulness. You help make our Chapter a success!
Lane County – The Lane Chapter recognizes Steve &
Wylda Cafferata as volunteers of the year. They have
both been committed to volunteering for LCSWA's events.
Steve providing members professional input on forest
management processes and Wylda with the planning
and coordinating of field events. Over this past year both

Lincoln County members Gary Springer & Peter Bregman assist
Scott Hayes to present the award to Andy Kittel

Lincoln County – Andy Kittel is the Lincoln County
Outstanding Volunteer. As an active member of the
chapter board Andy provides advise and leadership on the
many issues the chapter needs to address. He volunteers
his time to make sure OSWA at the state level is successful
as well as the county chapter. He actively participates in
chapter and state level events and can be counted on
when needed to make an OSWA event successful.
Linn County – Money earned from our annual Seedling
sale is used, in part, to provide college scholarships to
deserving Linn County students who major in forestry
or other related fields. For more than ten years Katie
Kohl has been our Scholarship chairperson, managing
this program. Katie works with advisors at each of our
areas high schools to insure that we have the best pool
of candidates possible and then oversees the selection
process. Linn County members get a chance to meet our
scholarship recipients at our annual meeting when they
are introduced by Katie and relate their experiences.
Katie has remained active in both the Oregon Small
Woodlands Association and her community. She has
served as a board member and has been secretary of our

Scott Hanson & Rick Barnes present award to
Steve & Wylda Cafferata

continued on page 8
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Another Great Annual Meeting – Continued
chapter. She has also consistently helped with our seedling sale and the associated “Goods from the Woods”
display. Currently she is a board member of the South
Santiam Watershed Council, a U.S. Forest Service outdoor
school steward, and a member of the Sweet Home Tree
Commission.
Washington County - Washington County Volunteer
of the year is Bill Triest. Bill presently heads up our
program committee and has had that role for the last
6 years at least. In that capacity he, along with the rest
of the program committee, organizes the topics for
our monthly meetings, identifies and coordinates with
speakers, assists with publicity for the meetings and
introduces speakers to our members at the meetings.
He pays careful attention to the topics presented so we
get a wide variety of program topics for our members to
enjoy. Typically, our meetings are well attended and a big
reason for that is the careful consideration that Bill gives
to what is being presented. Identifying tour opportunities
for the summer is another responsibility of the program
chair and Bill has also come through for us on that. We've
visited a number of interesting sites over the past several
years. In addition to being the program chair Bill has
also served as a board member in the past, volunteered
with our annual plant sale, and has attended numerous
small woodlands events. He is dedicated to his tree farm
and dedicated to our organization and we appreciate
the work he has done for the Washington County Small
Woodlands Association.

President Rick Barnes presents Riggin’ Slinger Awards to Greg
Peterson, Gary Springer, and Scott Hanson
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Yamhill County – The Yamhill Chapter Small Woodlands
Association's volunteer of the year is Susan Watkins. She
is very involved in our local chapter having served on our
Board of Directors and has given countless updates at our
chapter meetings on various forest and important local
issues. Susan has been a member of the Department of
Forestry's Committee for Family Forestlands from 20082015 and was acting chair in her final year. As a member
of the Committee for Family Forestlands, Susan helped
organize an Oregon Board of Forestry tour of western
Oregon tree farms. She was a co-author of the "Ties to
the Land" succession planning program, which has
been in use in Oregon and across the country for the
past decade. Susan has spoken at a number of Board of
Forestry and State Legislative hearings on behalf of small
forest owners.
She is a Master Woodland Manager (2002 class). Susan has
twice written "op-ed" articles about forestry and small
forest organizations for her local newspaper, the Yamhill
Valley News Register. She has also given presentations on
Oregon resources for small forest landowners at OSWA
and WOWnet meetings and 5th graders at the Cruickshank
Woodland tour. Oregon State University College of
Forestry Extension has honored Susan for her volunteer
services on behalf of small woodland owners. Susan and
her husband, Arnie Hollander are Yamhill County's Tree
Farmers of the Year for 2016. We are indebted to them
both for their service.
2016 Riggen’ Slinger Award
Each year OSWA selects an OSWA leader as the Riggin’
Slinger. A Riggin’ Slinger is responsible for all the activities
in an active high leading logging operation. Things can
go wrong and the Riggin’ Slinger is the one who solves
problems and keeps everyone safe while meeting the
overall objective of keeping logs moving to town. OSWA
will recognize three Riggin’ Slingers in 2016.
Scott Hanson has served as President for the last two
years at a time when OSWA had a multitude of challenges.
The Board of Forestry’s riparian rule making process,
a contentious 2015 and 2016 legislative sessions, and
keeping OSWA healthy financially and growing the OSWA
membership. Under Scott’s leadership OSWA had a big
impact on the Board of Forestry’s riparian rule decision
as he led OSWA’s Water Quality Team, we survived the

Another Great Annual Meeting – Continued
challenges at the capitol, membership grew in both of the
last two years, and OSWA’s financial condition is healthy.
Scott has demonstrated the skills of a Riggin’ Slinger.
Greg Peterson was key in OSWA’s approach to influencing
the Board of Forestry’s riparian rule making process.
OSWA’s Water Quality Team made countless testimony
to the Board of Forestry. Greg Peterson was a work horse
on the team. He spent over 1000 hours of time reviewing
the results of the RipStream study, preparing professional
testimony to the Board of Forestry on the short comings
of the study, and together with the team influenced the
outcome in a way positive for forest owners. Greg has
also represented OSWA’s interests in the Department of
Environmental Quality’s Mid Coast Total Maximum Daily
Load (TMDL) process. Greg has demonstrated the skills of
a Riggin’ Slinger.
Gary Springer has been a leader and advocate for family
forest owners for decades. Past member of the OSWA
board, actively engaged in the Board of Forestry’s riparian
rule making process in the 1990’s, member of the Board
of Forestry appointed Committee for Family Forestlands
(CFF) who advises the board on family forest issues, and
most recently a member of the Board of Forestry. He was
the only member of the board with any practical forestry
experience when they recently made their decision
on the riparian rules. There is no doubt, without Gary’s
leadership during the riparian rule making process,
forest owners in Oregon would have been unnecessarily
harmed by regulation not supported by science. Gary’s
interface with the Environmental Quality Commission
greatly influenced the outcome. Gary received the Riggin’
Slinger award in 1999 and he has not slowed down. Gary
continues to demonstrated the skills of a Riggin’ Slinger.

Silent Auction
This year’s Silent Auction brought in about $3400 that
will be used to support OSWA’s regulatory and legislative
issues. Participants had a broad range of items to bid
on. Thank you to all who made donations for the silent
auction. Also, thank you to all who bid on and purchased
the items. The Silent Auction revenue has become an
important part of OSWA’s annual budget. Special thanks
to Chair Ilene Waldorf, Denise Russell, Jan Oyala, Jen
Rains, Coleen Freadman, and others who helped on
the auction.

Bidders survey the Silent Auction Items
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OSWA News

Springer Receives Regognition for Policy Work in Forestry
By Brad Fuqua, Philomath Express

Gary Springer

Over a lifetime in the forestry profession, Philomath-area
resident Gary Springer has always enjoyed putting in a
good, hard day’s work. For three decades, Springer worked
alongside his father as part of a small contract logging
operation. “I enjoyed the physical work of the logging
more than anything else,” Springer, 67, said. “I do sort of
miss those days, the satisfaction at the end of the day of
being tired but being able to turn around and see what
you got accomplished.”
Following his father’s retirement, Springer transitioned
into policy and public outreach work with Starker Forests
while increasing his volunteer commitments with various
forestry-related boards and committees. “This is actually
in many ways harder work, the kind of work I’m doing
now, than back in those days,” Springer said. In May,
the Oregon Society of American Foresters presented
Springer with its Tough Tree Award, an honor designated
to that organization’s members who have “demonstrated
sustained, excellent professional performance in an
extremely adverse work climate.” Springer said the award
was a surprise and an honor that he holds in high regard.
“This is one of the highlights for me. I’ve always done a lot
of volunteer forestry-related things … it was just a natural
thing to do,” he said. “I always thought the epitome of
volunteerism in forestry in Oregon was probably serving
on the Board of Forestry, that’s the highest you can go in
a volunteer position. To get recognition for that work from
the SAF is a pretty big deal to me.”
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Springer wasn’t sure what to do after his father retired
from the family logging business. But his participation in
Oregon Board of Forestry meetings led to his next career
opportunity. That’s where he got to know Barte Starker. “I
told him what was happening and that I was thinking about
trying something totally different outside of forestry and
he says, ‘well, you come talk to me before you decide’ and I
did and the next thing I know, he’s hiring me to do some of
the policy-type work that he’s been doing here for a long,
long time,” Springer said. “That was about 15 years ago
that I started working here.” Springer said hanging up the
chainsaw for policy work went fairly smooth. “I went into
something that I had only done as a volunteer, this public
outreach and policy work,” he said. “Totally different sort
of career than my physical one working in the woods, so
it’s been really interesting making that switch and working
for somebody else at Starker Forests rather than being selfemployed as I was doing at the time.”
Springer dove in head first and spent a lot of time
preparing for discussions, doing a lot of reading and
attending advisory committee meetings. He called the
public policy process “emotionally draining.” “I would
attend those meetings so I could hear from people, our
volunteers, what they thought about things rather than
just have it regurgitated through staff at board meetings,”
Springer said. “I put in a lot of extra time other board
members wouldn’t be able to do because the nature of
their jobs were so different than mine. Hopefully that was
of assistance to the rest of the board, not just for myself, to
be able to do that.” Springer served on the Oregon Board
of Forestry for six years and had two years remaining in his
term when he decided it was time to leave.
Tim Keith, OSAF awards co-chair, said the Tough Tree
Award reflects the work Springer has done with revisions
to the Forest Practices Act’s stream rules before the
Board of Forestry over the past several years. “As a forest
landowner and someone who grew up living and working
in the forest, Gary brought a perspective other board
members did not have,” said Dick Powell, OSAF past
state chair. “He didn’t always sway their views, but he did
educate them.” The stream rules involved protection for
cold-water fish species, such as salmon, steelhead and
bull trout. Springer said it was important to him to have
the issue resolved before leaving the board. “The board

2016 OSWA Patrons
Thank You

Gold
struggled with that issue for about five years and finally
came to a vote on something last November and for extra
protection, leaving more trees, that sort of thing, along
those segments of stream where those species reside,”
Springer said. “It turned out to be a split 4-3 vote but we
finally got that passed.”
Springer submitted the original proposal for the stream
rule revisions but ended up voting against it because of
amendments that had been added. “The proposal that I
put on the table was one that I could live with and I let
everybody know ahead of time that there isn’t room for
me to negotiate, this is what it’s going to take to get a yes
from me,” he said. “I stuck with that, but yeah, there were
amendments that went just a little too far for me.” Powell,
another longtime Starker Forests employee, added, “To
say this has been an exhausting ordeal for Gary is an
understatement. Through it all, Gary has been a stalwart
advocate for Oregon’s forests and for good forestry in a
very public and, sometimes, very political and contentious
arena.” Springer said he has thick skin for the job but
also mentioned stress as a reason for leaving the board
position early.
“Having watched this process from the audience at multiple
board meetings, I can attest to the stress, the patience and
the effort Gary’s board membership required,” said Steve
Cafferata, OSAF treasurer. “Simultaneously with this work
on stream rule revisions, there were many other issues that
had complex aspects and public testimony that he had to
deal with including management of state forests.”
Following his upcoming retirement from Starker Forests,
Springer looks forward to tree farming. “Some of it has
been in our family for almost 100 years now,” he said. “It
was 1919 when my grandparents moved in out there.
I have an 80-acre piece of land that I’ve got all planted
and growing with commercial-size trees on it now. So I’ll
go back and do what I love doing, which is running the
chainsaw and doing a little thinning and that sort of thing.”

Hancock Timber Resource Group
Oregon Forest Resource Institute
Port Blakely Tree Farm
Rosboro
Starker Forests

Silver
Barnes & Associates
Boise Cascade
Alice and Peter Bregman
Cascade Timber Consultants
C&D Lumber
Giustina Land & Timber
Giustina Resources
JD Fulwiler Insurance
Mason, Bruce, and Girard
Olympic Resource Management
Roseburg Forest Products
RSG Forest Products
Schmidt Family Forest, LLC
Seneca Sawmill
Stimson Lumber Company
Swanson Group
Weyerhaeuser

Bronze
Campbell Global
Coast Range Conifers, LLC
Dale Cyler and Brenda Woodard
Freres Lumber Company
Frank Lumber Company
Hampton Affiliates
International paper
Lone Rock
Nordic Veneer
Northwest Hardwoods
Miami Corporation
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Smoke Management Advisory Committee (SMAC) Report
By Scott Hanson

SMAC Structure
I accepted a volunteer position on the State of Oregon
Smoke Management Advisory Committee as the “Nonindustrial Forest representative” in the last month. This
committee meets twice a year in January and June.
Other individual committee representation comes from
the Public, BLM, Forest Service, and Industrial Forest
backgrounds. In addition, other backgrounds present at
my first meeting on June 29, 2016 included Meteorologist
Manager, Fire Protection Program, ODF Support; DEQ Staff
Support; Chief and Deputy Chief, Fire Protection Support,
ODF Support; Douglas Forest Protection Association
Support; and Acting Fire Director, Pacific NW USFS.
Over-Arching Policy for SMAC
The state of Oregon has two smoke management policy
components. They are (1) To improve the management of
prescribed burning as a forest management and protection
practice; and (2) To minimize emissions from prescribed

burning consistent with the air quality objectives of the
federal Clean Air Act and the State of Oregon Clean Air Act
Implementation Plan developed by the Department of
Environmental Quality.
Getting Started
I am jumping onto the learning curve and there is much to
learn. What I got out of my first SMAC meeting is agencies
are genuinely interested in using prescribed burning as a
forest management tool and they know a watchful eye on
air quality is necessary. If possible they would like to treat
more acres with prescribed burning to combat State high
fuel load conditions and reduce the risk of destructive
wildfires. Public education about prescribed burning is
a huge task. It’s a task we need to become much better
at! As your Non-industrial Forest representative please
contact me (503) 313-3729 or scotthanson@ccgmail.net)
with your questions or concerns about prescribed burning
as a management tool. Stay tuned.

Woods Tour Focused on Fire, Before and After
By Jim James

On June 9th, a woods tour was held on Brent and Eileen
Gyllenberg’s Beaver Mountain Bison Ranch as the first
event of OSWA’s Annual Meeting. The 2015 Windy RidgeCornet Fire destroyed trees on the ranch and burnt the
shop next to the house. Ninety five participants learned
about fire history in the area, the Gyllenberg’s forest
management strategy before the fire, what happened
during the fire, and the Gyllenberg’s forest management
strategy and challenges after the fire. The Gyllenbergs
raise bison. Eileen explained no bison were lost during the
fire, because unlike cattle, they pay no attention to a fence
if they need to get out of a bad situation. During the tour,
everyone was treated to a bison burger barbeque lunch.
Eileen Gyllenberg gave an emotional description about
the fire events and recommended to all they have a fire
plan and evacuation plan for their property. One should
also have a backup plan when things do not go as planned.
They plan to replant in areas where tree survival is likely.
Rick Wagner, Oregon Department of Forestry, Stewardship
Forester highlighted fire history in northeast Oregon
and the actual fire events on August 14, 2015 when the
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fire burnt the Gyllenberg property. He also outlined options
landowners have following a fire to remain in compliance
with Oregon’s Forest Practice Laws.

Rick Wagner
describes fire event.

Eileen Gyllenberg describes landowner
options following a fire.

OSWA News

Washington County Neighbor to Neighbor Woods Tour
By Jim James

On June 25th, Washington County and their Outstanding Tree Farmers of the Year, Mel and Wendy Mortensen hosted a
Neighbor to Neighbor Woods Tour on their property near North Plains. About 110 participants enjoyed learning about why
and how to perform a commercial thinning in a young stand, fire proofing a young forest by pruning and chipping debris,
wildlife one would expect to find in a young forest and in wet areas, and general management of a tree farm. Wendy and
Mel Mortensen shared the history of the Shepard’s Rest Tree Farm, contract forester logger, Dan Kloppman, discussed
thinning, and Wildlife Biologist Fran Cafferata Coe discussed wildlife in a forest. The tour concluded with a catered lunch.
About 20% of the participants were non-OSWA members and OSWA added ten new members to Washington County, as
a result of the tour.

Wendy and Mel Mortensen give property history.

Mel gives a chipping demonstration.

Participants hear from Dan Kloppman about thinning while Jim James shows pictures of thinning equipment.
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Bald Eagle Rule Analysis:
Changes Expected for the Oregon Forest Practices Act
By Angie Lane, Oregon Department of Forestry

Because the bald eagle is no longer listed as a threatened
species, the Board of Forestry must determine if continued
protection under the Forest Practices Act is warranted, and
if so, promulgate rules under the appropriate rule section.
The Oregon Department of Forestry is seeking a decision
by the Board on whether protection is still warranted under
the FPA for bald eagle foraging perch, winter roosting and
nesting sites. If the Board determines that protection is still
warranted, the Department is seeking a decision regarding
the protection requirements for new rules.
The Department provided information in the Bald Eagle
Technical Report, presented to the Board in April, that

suggest protection may no longer be warranted for bald
eagle foraging perch and winter roosting sites, but that
protection may still be warranted for nesting sites. In July,
the Board will be asked whether or not protection for
the bald eagle is still warranted, and if so, to what extent.
Regardless of the decision, rules will need to be rescinded
or modified. Depending on the Board’s decision, the
rulemaking process would start sometime in August.
To receive a copy of the technical report, contact
Angie Lane at angie.g.lane@oregon.gov.

Josh Barnard, Selected as New ODF Field Support Manager
By Lena Tucker, Deputy Chief Private Forest Division, Oregon Department of Forestry
The new Field Support Unit Manager for the Oregon
Department of Forestry is Josh Barnard. This position has
recently been redesigned. In this role Josh is responsible
for leadership and administration in support of all forest
practices. He will also coordinate, monitor and administer
conservation incentives, and forest landowner assistance
programs for non-federal forestlands, with a particular
emphasis on family forestlands. He is also responsible
for coordination and leading civil penalties and staff
operations. Before taking on this new position, Josh spent
three years with the Department as a Project Leader with
a primary focus on developing a new Forest Management

Plan for state managed lands in Northwest Oregon.
Before that, Josh spent nine years working in industrial
forestry managing timberlands in northern Idaho. He held
multiple positions that involved inventory, silviculture,
harvesting, and biomass generation with increasing levels
of responsibility, eventually moving into a management
position. Josh also spent time working on the Clatsop State
Forest for ODF. Josh holds a Bachelor’s degree from the
University of Idaho in Forest Products-Timber Harvesting
and a Master’s in Business Administration from Washington
State University.

Baker and Son Logging
A Proud Tradition of Getting Jobs Done and Doing Them Right
Specializing in Clearcuts, Thinnings, and Partial Cuts
No job is too small or too large

Tim Baker (503) 695-2905
Allan Baker (503) 695-2862
42301 SE Gordon Creek Road, Corbett, OR 97019
Member Associated Oregon Loggers Professional Logging Program
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Streamside (Riparian) Buffer Rulemaking Update
By Angie Lane, Project Manager, Oregon Department of Forestry
At its Nov. 5, 2015 meeting, the Oregon Department
of Forestry’s Board of Forestry adopted a final riparian
prescription package for small and medium fish streams in
western Oregon. The Board’s adopted riparian prescription
package describes the elements that need to be included
in rule language. Specifically, the decision applies to small
and medium Salmon, Steelhead, and/or Bull Trout streams
that are located in the Coast Range, South Coast, Interior,
and Western Cascades Forest Practices Act geographic
regions. The Board decision specified riparian buffer
width on these streams of 60 feet for small streams and
80 feet for medium streams that meet the above criteria.
The decision describes several final harvest prescription
options for Riparian Management Areas, including a noharvest option and variable-retention harvest option, with
leave-tree requirements.
The Board also directed the Department to establish a
rulemaking advisory committee. The committee met
five times, once each in the months of February, March,
April, May, and June. There are no other meetings
scheduled in 2016.

The purpose of the advisory committee is to collaboratively
discuss and provide feedback on the draft Forest Practices
Act rule language to implement the Board’s November
2015 decision on elements of the final riparian prescription
package for new riparian protection standards for small
and medium fish streams. The Department anticipates
that some of the rule language will be straightforward
implementation of the Board decision, while other rule
language will involve clarification of policy implied by the
decision and involve substantive issues.
Proposed rule language is scheduled to be presented to
the Board in September, with hearings and the public
comment period to close by March 1, 2017. The public
hearing schedule will be announced in October. To track
the progress of the committee, go to:
http://www.oregon.gov/ODF/Board/Pages/
RiparianRuleTechnicalAdvisoryCommittee.aspx.
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Drought Elicits Insect Attack

By Christine Buhl, Oregon Department of Forestry Entomologist
Here at Oregon Department
of Forestry we have been
receiving
many
calls
regarding intensive flagging
and mortality particularly in
Douglas-fir and true fir in the
Willamette Valley and interior
valleys of southern Oregon.
Often landowners assume
this damage is a result of
insect infestation, particularly
from bark beetles. What is
important to understand is
that these insects are attracted
to stress in trees and the Dead branches caused by
culprit of that stress, in this water stress in Douglas-fir.
case drought, is what needs
to be addressed. Over the past several years Oregon has
experienced escalating drought conditions which have
pushed trees (particularly those planted offsite or in dense
stands) beyond their limit. The success rate of bark beetle
infestation is much greater in these weakened trees. More
infestations increase the likelihood of tree mortality - either
from the beetles girdling tissues with their galleries or by
vectoring cell-clogging fungi.

To promote resiliency for future drought events:

To mitigate the impact of current drought damage the best
thing to do is to prevent bark beetles from building up their
populations to outbreak levels. Some beetles preferentially
attack slash materials so disposal of these materials
before beetles attack is essential (See Slash Management
factsheet on ODF Forest Health page). Removal of infested
trees may also provide a level of sanitation. Infested trees
will have green or red needles and may also have pitch
tubes/streams or small piles of fine, sawdust-like frass.
Trees with brown or dropped needles, or tiny exit holes
are no longer infested as beetles prefer fresh material.
Other trees exhibiting evidence of stress (sparse canopies,
wounds, fire damage, etc.) should also be removed as they
will be attacked next.

Table 1. R
 elative Drought Tolerance
for Tree Species in the Willamette Valley
(Tolerance Rating: 1 = High; 5 = Low)
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1) Select for drought-tolerant species and cultivars
when planting
2) Maintain actively thinned stands, selecting against
weaker trees
3) Control vegetation (especially grasses) that
compete for soil moisture
4) Avoid mechanical damage and soil compaction
5) Irrigate landscape trees during dry weather. Apply
water slowly over many hours so it penetrates to
tree roots or use drip irrigation lines.
6) Do not alter drainage patterns (ditches, ponds, etc.)
near established trees.
7) Do not fertilize during drought conditions.
Fertilization stimulates foliage production and can
increase a tree’s water requirements.
Drought has long-term damage, a single drought event
can damage/kill root tissues and collapse vascular tissues.
All of which can reduce fitness, relative to trees without
drought damage in their history. Not to say that trees can’t
fully rebound but they need more care to do so.

Tree Species

Drought Tolerance

Oregon white oak. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Ponderosa pine. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Incense-cedar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Douglas-fir. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Grand fir. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Western red cedar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

OTFS News

New Public-Private Partnership to Help
Reduce Wildfire Threat on Family-owned Lands,
Protect Water Supply for Millions of Westerners
By Elizabeth Greener, American Forest Foundation
On June 28th, The US Forest Service, Natural Resource
Conservation Service (NRCS) announced a new
partnership with the American Forest Foundation (AFF)
and a combined $5 million initial investment, to address
catastrophic wildfire risk across 3.5 million acres of private
land in order to protect water supplies for Western
communities.
“With the threat of longer and less predictable fire seasons,
we can’t take our attention off the need to reduce the risk
of catastrophic wildfire and restore health to our forests,”
stated USFS Chief Tom Tidwell. “Collaborating with private
and family landholders to conduct this critical restoration
work reduces the threat of wildfires to our communities
and protects lives and property.”
“A significant portion of the West’s water supplies, for both
drinking water and agricultural uses, originates in or passes
through forested watersheds,” said Jason Weller, Chief
of NRCS. “Catastrophic wildfires pose a significant risk to
both water quality and quantity for our communities.
We’re excited to launch a public-private partnership that
engages the forestland owners and managers that are
committed to voluntarily restoring and improving healthy
forestland conditions. Voluntary conservation on these
private lands will not only reduce the wildfire threat, but
will go a long way towards securing water supplies for
more than 22 million Westerners.”
AFF, a national forest conservation organization, specializes
in conservation and stewardship on private and family
lands, working through partners to help landowners keep
their forests producing the resources Americans count
on – clean water, wildlife habitat and sustainable wood
supplies. Last fall, AFF released a report, Western Water
Threatened by Wildfire, that examined the ownership
patterns of high wildfire risk lands in important watersheds
that help supply clean water. The analysis found that across
the West nearly 40 percent of the high wildfire risk acres in
these key watersheds are actually on private and familyowned land. Further analysis found that the majority (81
percent) of the risk on private lands, or 3.5 million acres, is

concentrated in specific landscapes across just 16 percent
of western counties.
This new public-private partnership will provide $5 million
in funding to support work in six priority landscapes
across the West, aiming to restore more than 11,000 acres
in the first two years. A portion of the funds will help AFF,
a leading expert on reaching and engaging landowners,
and partners including state forestry agencies, conduct
outreach and education to 17,500 private and family
landowners in important water supply watersheds. These
funds leverage other federal and state investments for
forest restoration. “We have found in the West that private
landowners are ready and willing to address wildfire risk,
yet only a small portion have been able to act,” said Tom
Martin, President and CEO of AFF. “With support and
resources, we can get more landowners addressing this
challenge. We’re excited to bring our expertise to the table
and do our part to help private landowners take action
that not only protects their land, but also helps the larger
community continue to have clean water.”
Projects associated with partnership includes one in
Oregon’s Blue Mountains. Four northeastern counties
of Oregon with a mix of range and forest land across
ownership types and whose waters support the farming,
ranching and salmon populations are part of this effort.
The American Forest Foundation (AFF) is a forest conservation
organization that works on the ground with families, teachers
and elected officials to promote stewardship and protect our
nation’s forest heritage. A commitment to the next generation
unites our nationwide network of forest owners and teachers
working to keep our forests healthy and our children wellprepared for the future they will inherit.
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Defrees Ranch Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year Annual Tour
By Mike Barsotti

with Baker County designed a project to restore barren
dredge tailing. Beginning in 1913, dredges churned up
rocks and gold leaving 2500 acres of the Sumpter valley
with mounts of near sterile land. A portion of the tailings
are adjacent to the Defrees Ranch’s northern border. Dallas
described how by winter feeding cattle on the tailing, they
were able to decreased bare ground, decreased weed
species, and increased soil fertility and thus increase plant
diversity and biomass.

The Defrees Family from left to right, Dean, Sharon, Nathan, Lyle,
Riley, Dallas, and Tyler

Oregon Tree Farm’s June 11th Annual Tour of the Defrees
Ranch near Sumpter, southeast of Baker City, provided
vivid examples of land stewardship where cattle and
timber come together to support a family ownership. The
2,000 acre Defrees Ranch with 1,227 acres of forestland
is Oregon’s 2015 Outstanding Tree Farm of the Year, and
the American Tree Farm System’s 2016 Western Region
Outstanding Tree Farm of the Year. Approximately 160
people attended the tour got to see why. The ranch has
been in the family for 107 years.
A variety of management activities included a unique
dredge tailing restoration project, tree thinning, aspen
restoration, and spring water development. Dallas Defrees,
a fifth generation member of the family and an Oregon
State University graduate student studying ranchland
ecology, explained how the Defrees Ranch in partnership

Dean and Lyle Defrees discusses integrating cattle
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Lyle Defrees and his son Dean, Dallas’ father, led the tour
through grazed pastures and managed forests. At the first
stop Lyle and Dean explained their cattle management
strategies and how they integrated grazing and forest
management. The second stop dealt with Quaking Aspen
restoration. Dean explained how Aspen is declining in
eastern and central Oregon due to a number of factors
that include lack of wildfire and wildlife/cattle grazing.
The Defreeses contracted with a nursery to grow aspen
seedlings which they have planted in fenced off areas.
The third stop demonstrated the precommercial thinning
methods they use to promote forest health, reduce the
risk of catastrophic wildfire, and improve grazing. Saplings
up to 2-3 inches are cut with a brush cutter, and larger premerch trees are removed with a tree shear. Adjacent to the
thinning demonstration was a spring development project
to benefit both wildlife and cattle. It was cost-shared
through the Natural Resources Conservation Service
program. The final stop looked at commercial thinning
and slash disposal in the ranch’s predominate ponderosa
pine forest. A roast beef luncheon held under sunny skies
and the Blue Mountains as the backdrop provided a fitting
conclusion to a most informative tour.

Tractor/Trailer Transportation

Pre-commercial and commercial thinning
demonstrations

OTFS News

OTFS Awards at OSWA Awards Banquet
By Scott Hayes

Several Awards were presented to Oregon Tree Farm
System participants at OSWA’s Annual Awards Banquet.
Tom Martin, President of American Forest Foundation
presented Mike Cloughesy, Oregon Forest Resource
Institute and Jim Johnson, OSU Forestry Extension with
plagues honoring their partnership with the American Tree
Farm System. Tom commented “75 years is a very long time
for a program or organization to prosper. It can only do so
through the commitment of many talented people and in
the case of the American Tree Farm System, committed,
vibrant partner organizations. OFRI and OSU Extension have

Tom Martin presents award to Mike Cloughesy
with Scott Hayes, Chair of OTFS.

Michael Atkinson and Scott Hayes present a red cedar carved
sign to Audrey and Rick Barnes in recognition of their selection
as National Western Regional Outstanding Tree Farmers of
the Year in 2014. Their Nickel Mountain, LLC property was
Oregon’s OTFofY in 2013. The Douglas County Chapter hosted
the OSWA Annual Meeting in 2014.

been two of those special organizations helping nurture
the success of ATFS through many, many years. In recent
years Mike Cloughesy has provided energy, insight and
leadership to help ATFS continue to help family landowners
become better stewards of their land. Mike and OFRI are a
large part of what has made and is making ATFS successful
in Oregon. OSU Extension has provided leadership through
their Extension Foresters who are inspectors and who
participate in inspector training. Both Mike and Jim have
served on the OTFS board for many years.”

Tom Martin presents award to
Jim Johnson.

Michael Atkinson and Scott Hayes present ATFS 25 Year
Sign to Paul Calverly. Paul has been in ATFS since 1979.
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American Tree Farm System Awards Regional
Outstanding Tree Farmers of the Year in MA, WI, MS and OR
From ATFS Press Release

WASHINGTON, DC – On July 14th, the American Tree Farm
System (ATFS) announced the four Regional Outstanding
Tree Farmers of the Year from among more than 74,000
Tree Farmers: the Eve-Cowles family of Massachusetts;
Gerald and Charlotte Kann of Wisconsin; Bobby Watkins of
Mississippi; and Lyle and Dean Defrees of Oregon.
ATFS, which celebrates its 75th anniversary this year,
has honored more than 150 forest owners as Regional
Outstanding Tree Farmers since the award’s inception in
1976. To be considered, awardees must exhibit the most
exceptional forest stewardship to protect and improve
forest health, wildlife habitat, clean water and sustainable
wood supplies, and must promote this stewardship within
their communities.
“Tree Farmers, while private owners, provide vast public
benefits for all Americans nationwide, ensuring their
forests are producing the resources we all count on: clean
drinking water, home for our wildlife and the sustainable
wood supplies that become the products we use on a daily
basis,” said Tom Martin, president and CEO of the American
Forest Foundation (AFF), the organization that oversees
ATFS. “Our Outstanding Tree Farmers take this duty above
and beyond, and we are proud to honor them and share
their stories and accomplishments.”
One of these Regional Outstanding Tree Farmers, based
on judging from AFF’s governance and online voting, will
be chosen for the National Outstanding Tree Farmer of the
Year award later this year.

About the 2016 Regional Outstanding Tree Farmers:
Northeast Regional Outstanding Tree Farmers of the
Year, the Eve-Cowles family of Conway, Massachusetts
have spent more than 40 years restoring a cut-over
forest and improving wildlife habitat, particularly for
the declining bird species of their state. Purchasing the
property in 1973, Arthur and Barbara Eve initially wanted
a place for family and recreation, but soon became
passionate about forest stewardship and improving their
land. Over time, with the help of family work days, the Eves
and Cowles have improved and diversified wildlife habitat,
controlled invasive species, repaired old wood roads and
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trails, and protected a historic foundation of a 350-year old
homestead. Today, the property is thriving with habitat
for bluebirds and other grassland birds, regenerated red
oak and black cherry bird habitat, and wide openings that
provide breeding grounds for many declining bird species,
including grouse, woodcock, white-throated sparrows,
chestnut-sided warblers and towhees. Besides being
excellent stewards of their property, the Eves and Cowles
have also been outstanding ambassadors for forestry and
sustainable land management, with their property being
chosen as a demonstration site for the Foresters for the
Birds program that encourages landowners to manage
their woodlands to provide habitat for declining species of
birds.
North Central Regional Outstanding Tree Farmers of
the Year, Gerald “Jug” and Charlotte Kann of Sparta,
Wisconsin are great examples of what hard work and a
passion for wildlife and the outdoors can accomplish. Jug
purchased the property in 1973 as a traditional farm of
lightly rolling hills and grasslands. Wanting ‘a place to play
in the dirt,’ Jug called his natural resources professional
for advice and began immediately. In the first year, he
completed his first tree-planting project of 7,500 conifer
tree seedlings on 9.5 acres. Over a dozen spring seasons
since have seen a tree-planting, with more than 50,000
tree seedlings being planted over time. Restoring the land
to forest, Jug has seen a significant increase in wildlife,
especially deer and turkey, on his property. Continually
wanting to care for these critters, Jug created a pond, the
now only source of water for wildlife in the area. Sharing his
knowledge with the community, Jug has written several
articles for his state’s magazine, hosted hunting events
and field days on his property, and is very active in his local
forestry and rotary chapters.
Southern Regional Outstanding Tree Farmer of the
Year, Bobby Watkins of Aberdeen, Mississippi has
perfected the art of balancing wildlife habitat and a
successful timber operation. Watkins’ land has been in his
family for four generations, first being a family farm that
grew soybeans and cotton. Since Watkins’ inherited it from
his mother, he has spent countless hours transitioning
the property back to forest. Through a continuous cycle

OTFS News
of planting, thinning, harvesting, replanting and other
management techniques, Watkins has created abundant
forages for wildlife, providing them with different age
stands for both food and shelter. Taking it a step further,
Watkins conducts trials to learn how thinning pines
at different levels of growth can affect wildlife habitat
in a pine stand. Today, his 240-acre tract is known in
north Mississippi as an educational model for aspiring
landowners. Watkins has hosted numerous wo rkshops
for neighbors, works with Extension students on research,
and hosts timber buyers for educational demonstrations.
Western Regional Outstanding Tree Farmers of the
Year, Lyle and Dean Defrees of Baker County Oregon
are renowned for their commitment to protecting clean
water and wildlife in the face of Western wildfire. Nestled in
the northeast mountains of Oregon, Lyle and his son Dean
have seen the damage catastrophic wildfires can have to
the land, and have been working to improve and protect
their 1,227-acre forest, and the water that flows through it,
from wildfires for more than three decades. The Defrees
Tree Farm boosts two flowing streams, three intermittent
streams, one pond, six developed springs, and eight
undeveloped springs. Conducting management practices
themselves, Dean and Lyle, continuously reduce wildfire

risk by thinning and harvesting and protecting their water
resources that support cattle, wildlife, fire protection,
domestic use and more. The Defrees commitment does
not stop at their property line. They have been extremely
active in educating and activating the community as well.
Recently, Dean was a leading member of the Baker County
committee that collaborated with the Oregon Department
of Forestry Fire Protection to update the county fire
patrol assessment. The law became effective just in time
for Oregon’s extremely bad 2014 fire season, with the
additional funding credited with keeping the 2014 fire
season from not being considerably worse than it could
have been.
Operating across the nation, ATFS is an internationallyendorsed recognition and certification program that
provides family and private forest owners with support and
tools to ensure their forests deliver the clean water, wildlife
habitat and sustainable wood supplies all Americans
count on. In total, there are 20.5 million of forested acres
within the ATFS program, across 92,000 Tree Farms. These
are managed by 74,000 Tree Farmers. The Regional and
National Outstanding Tree Farmers are awarded annually.
This year’s award is made possible thanks in part to
Weyerhaeuser.

Voting for 2016 National Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year
The selection of 2016 National Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year (OTFofY) will be based partially on voting from American
Tree Farm System participants. The Defrees Family are great National OTFofY candidates and would do a wonderful job
if selected. Please support the Defrees family by voting for them. Voting is done online through the American Forest
Foundation website. Here is the link: https://www.forestfoundation.org/regional-otfy-2016 Voting ends August 11th.
Vote for them today!

Six Nominated for 2016 Outstanding Tree Farmers of the Year
By Dick Courter

Six Counties nominated American Tree Farm System (ATFS)
members for Oregon Outstanding Tree Famers of the Year
(OTFofY). Each county is eligible to select their OTFofY and
to nominate them as Oregon OTFofY. Nominations are due
on June 1st each year. The nominees are:

•	Linn County – Joe and Shirley Holmberg. Their forest
property in near Lebanon.

•	Washington County – Mel and Wendy Mortensen. Their
forest property is near North Plains.

•	Clackamas County – Jack Thronson Family. Their forest

•	Yamhill County – Arnie Hollander and Susan Watkins.

•	Lane County – Dave and Diane Rankin. Their forest

ATFS inspector/judges will visit these properties this
summer, videos will be made of each nominee, and the
2016 OTFofY will be announced at the Oregon Tree Farm
System’s Annual Awards Luncheon on Monday, November
21st at the World Forestry Center in Portland.

property is near Molalla.

property is near Florence.

•	Lincoln County – Nic and Megan Dahl. Their forest
property is near Toledo.

Their forest property is near McMinnville.
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Trees More Than a Crop for Sweet Home Logger, Tree Farmer Robin Miller
By Alex Paul Albany Democrat-Herald
SWEET HOME — Robin Miller has spent virtually all of his adult
life working around trees. For many years, he harvested them
as a logger, providing building materials for thousands of
homes across North America. And for the last 40 years, he’s
grown them, nurturing thousands of Douglas fir and Valley
Ponderosa pine trees — many of them as seedlings planted
with his own hands — on a 107-acre hillside between Holley
and Crawfordsville.
And he wants the public to know that small woodland owners
like himself most often use selective harvesting methods to
ensure the long-term health and sustainability of their timber
stands. Clearcuts, often the center of controversy, are saved
for when stands of trees have reached maturity. “My dad
originally owned this property,” the 76-year-old Miller said
before a day of tree-thinning on a recent sunny spring day. “It
was mostly brush and he ended up basically giving it away. I
was always a tree person, so for me, it was a sad day.”
But in 1974, Miller got an opportunity to buy the property,
and he jumped at the chance. “There were no hand-planted
trees on the place until I came around,” Miller said, adding
that the stand was poor and interspersed with hardwoods.
According to Miller, the stand now ranges from 10-plus years
old to the mid-70s. A few trees are more than 100 years old.
“I’ve mostly got Douglas fir, but there are some areas, where
the ground is clay and it’s not good for them,” he said. “So, I
have some pine, too.”
Miller tends his trees on an almost daily basis, rolling his wellused Dodge Dakota pickup up a long, tree-lined driveway
toward a small wooden retreat he built to escape from the
rain. “I’m a tree person,” he said. “When I plant a tree, in my
mind I can see the day it’s a big tree. It’s just in my nature.”
Because he doesn’t harvest many trees annually, Miller said he
cash-flows the operation by doing the work himself and using
old equipment. The skidder he uses to haul downed trees to
a landing where they’re loaded onto waiting trucks is a 1969
model that needs a shot of “go juice” — ether starting fluid —
to get its diesel engine running.
Miller said his latest round of selective harvesting was
necessitated by recent drought. “Look at the top of that tree,”
Miller said, pointing upward. Most of the Douglas fir’s needles
were bright green, but the top three feet of needles were
turning brown. Miller believes that’s a sign of stress caused
by last summer’s drought and extremely hot weather, plus a
similar spurt of hot, dry weather four or five years ago. “Can the

trees come out of it?” he asked, rhetorically. “Sometimes, but
most of the time, they end up dying.” Last summer, Oregon
State University forester Glenn Ahrens noted that “browning,”
or “die-back,” was noticeable in trees throughout the state,
but the drought was especially hard on Douglas fir species.
Miller’s longtime friend, Ed Fortner, was helping for a week or
so on the harvest job. Fortner, 61, spent 40 years as a timber
faller before recently retiring. “We like to help each other,”
Fortner said of the work. And as the day begins, Fortner
demonstrates that dropping a tall tree is more than just firing
up a chainsaw and making the cut. He was going to cut about
1,000 trees in all. “I want to lay them down without breaking
them and I also want to lay them down so they are in the
same direction,” he said. “It makes it easier and faster to pick
them up off the ground.”
Miller said he didn’t want to harvest these trees, but it doesn’t
make sense to let them die and be left standing when they
still have monetary value. Surprisingly, for a man who values
his solitude among the trees, Miller once spent three years
running a Dairy Queen ice cream shop in Redmond and dealt
with the public every day. “I wore a white shirt and white
slacks,” he said. “But most of my life I’ve been a logger. I guess
you could call me a combination tree farmer and logger
today. It takes the right mindset to do this and it can’t all be
about making money.”
Miller says that over the past 40 years he has thinned enough
trees to pay off the property’s mortgage. “Some companies
believe in clear-cutting trees that are 30 to 35 years old,” he
said. “But to me, that’s just when the trees really start putting
on volume.” He believes stands should be thinned in the 30year range — removing smaller, less vigorous trees to allow
better trees room and nutrients to grow to their potential.
And then, when the stand is mature — say, 60 to 80 years old
— that’s when a clear-cut is the proper method of harvesting,
in most cases.
In addition to enjoying watching his trees grow, Miller also
enjoys seeing wildlife including turkeys, deer, elk, bobcats
and even snakes. “I like to do things my way,” he said. “I’m a
little slow, but it saves money. Plus, I really enjoy just being on
the property.” Miller has three grown daughters and says the
future of his tree farm is hard to predict. “I don’t want to sell
it to anyone who is just going to cut the trees down and run
off,” he said. “I want someone who is going to take care of the
place and ideally, let me bum around here for awhile.”
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Oregon Family Forest Owners Rule!
Survey Highlights the Challenges They Face
By Sarah Butler, Research Fellow, Family Forest Research Center, University of Massachusetts Amherst
If we are interested in the conservation of the forests and
woods of the United States, we must be interested in those
who control its fate: the forest and woodland owners.
Woodland owners make decisions related to land use and
forest management that impact the forest and woodland
resources that are described throughout the rest of this
article, and these decisions influence the wealth of benefits
these forests and woodlands provide, from timber supply
to water supply to carbon sequestration to wildlife habitat.
Forests, woods, and trees – oh my. Which words we use
to describe forests and woods can be important when
relating to landowners. The forestry community often
gets tangled up in definitions, and different groups use
different terms to refer to the same thing. Most “family
forest owners” do not own “forests” and indeed many of
them are not even “families.” We define wooded land or
woodlands as woods, woodlots, timberland, and forests.
Families include individuals, joint ownerships, such as
a husband and wife or other family members or friends,
family partnerships, family LLCs or LLPs, and family trusts
or estates. Because this definition can include more than
just individuals, we refer to these as woodland ownerships
instead of owners. In the article below, we discuss “family
forest owners” as “woodland ownerships”.
The USDA Forest Service, Forest Inventory and Analysis
program, through the Family Forest Research Center
(FFRC; www.familyforestresearchcenter.org), conducts the
National Woodland Owner Survey (NWOS; www.fia.fs.fed.
us/nwos/) to better understand: who owns the woodlands,
why they own it, what they have done with it, and what do
they intend to do with it. The results presented below are
based on responses from 115 randomly selected woodland
ownerships with 10+ acres in Oregon that participated in
the NWOS between 2011 and 2013.
Family Forest Owners Dominate!
An estimated 3.3 million acres of woodland 10+ acres
in Oregon are owned by an estimated 44,000 families,
individuals, trusts, estates, and woodland partnerships,
collectively referred to as woodland ownerships.
Woodland ownerships control 12% of Oregon’s woodland
with 1+ acres.
PAGE 24 • OREGON FAMILY FORESTS NEWS • JULY 2016

Size of Holdings Makes a Big Difference
The average woodland ownership in Oregon has 75
acres of wooded land. 74 percent of the ownerships have
relatively small holdings between 1-9 acres, but 92% of the
woodland area is owned by ownerships with 10 acres or
more. This is important because size of holdings constrains
what an ownership can do with her/his land, such as timber
harvesting, wildfire protection, or control of invasive
species. This is also important because size of holdings is
a strong predictor of many ownership characteristics, such
as woodland management practices.
Beauty, Wildlife, and Nature are What Matter
The most commonly cited reasons for owning woodland in
Oregon are related to beauty and privacy the wooded land
provides, as well as wildlife and nature protection. The goal
of passing land onto future generations is also important to
many owners. Protecting water and recreation other than
hunting are also highly regarded as an important reason
for owning woodland in Oregon. Financial objectives, such
as land investment and timber production, are important
to far fewer woodland owners.
They Love Their Land, but they are not Engaging
Most woodland owners in Oregon have a deep, deep
love of their land – “they’re not making any more of it.”
The vast majority of owners, 89%, agreed or strongly
agreed with the statement “I want my wooded land to
stay wooded.” But most are not involved in traditional
woodland management practices – only 21% of woodland
ownerships have a written management plan and only
12% have received woodland management advice in the
previous five years.
They are Old(er)
The average age of woodland owners in Oregon is 61 years
with 39% of the woodland owned by people who are at
least 65 years of age. Many acres of woodland will soon
pass on to the next generation, but many ownerships,
65%, are worried about keeping the land intact for future
generations.

News for Family Forests
Conclusions

Additional Information

People interested in woodland conservation must also
be interested in those who own the woodland. Across
Oregon, families and individuals own a significant
number of acres, and this land has great potential for
conservation. Owners are engaged with their land,
but not in many of the traditional “forestry” activities
– there is a general disconnect between forestry and
woodland owners that, if bridged, could have a major
impact on the woodlands of these states and the
people that own them. Be it wildfire, inter-generational
transfer of land, or invasive species, understanding the
threats to the land and the concerns of those who own
and influence this resource is critical for woodland
conservation efforts. Using a common language and
designing policies and programs that meet the needs
of owners and practitioners will have a major impact
on the current and future owners and the vital lands
that they own.

For more results from this survey, visit the U.S. Forest Service’s
National Woodland Owner Survey website at www.fia.fs.fed.
us/nwos. To learn more about the services and resources
available to woodland and forest owners in your state,
contact your local forestry agency or association (http://www.
familyforestresearchcenter.org/landowners/).

Private ( ) and public ( ) forest land across Oregon. Source:
Hewes, J.H., Butler, B.J., Liknes, G.C., Nelson, M.D., and Snyder, S.A. 2014.
Public and private forest ownership in the conterminous United States:
Distribution of six ownership types – geospatial database. USDA Forest
Service, Northern Research Station: RDS-2014-0002.
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New Reports Reinforce the Value of
Sustainably Managed Private Working Forests
By National Alliance of Forest Owners
On June 29th, The National Alliance of Forest Owners
(NAFO) today released two new reports confirming the
ongoing relationship between strong markets for wood
products and sustainable forestry in the U.S.
“The reports reveal that the more wood we use, the more
trees forest owners grow, and that has a positive impact
on everyone, especially in communities where working
forests are the cultural and economic foundation. These
forests support 2.4 million jobs nationwide and thousands
of wood-derived products that improve the quality of our

lives,” said Dave Tenny, NAFO President and CEO.
The reports study the 32 most forested states, representing
91.3% of all working forests in the contiguous U.S., 74% of
which are privately-owned. United States Forest Inventory
and Harvest Trends on Privately-Owned Timberlands is a
first-of-its-kind national report detailing annual forest
growth and removal data by product, species and region
and summarizes this data at a national level. The report
reveals that private forest owners:

Grow 40% more wood than they remove.
• In the South, they are growing 41% more.
• In the North, they are growing 32% more.
• In the Pacific Coast/Northwest, they are growing 42% more.
Remove a small percentage of the total inventory of growing trees.
• In the South, removals were equivalent to 2.9% of growing trees
• In the North, removals were equivalent to 1.2% of growing trees.
• In the Pacific Coast/Northwest, removals were equivalent to 2.0% of growing trees.
The full report can be found on the NAFO website www.nafoalliance.org.
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NEWS
Upcoming Events

July 20 2016
Board of Forestry Meeting

July 30, 2016
Douglas County Neighbor to Neighbor tour

August 13, 2016
Clackamas County Neighbor to Neighbor tour

August 20, 2016
Lincoln County Neighbor to Neighbor tour

September 7, 2016
Board of Forestry Meeting

September 9, 2016
OTFS Board Meeting

September 30, 2016
OSWA Board Meeting

November 21, 2016
OTFS Annual Meeting and Awards Luncheon

