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Board of Forestry Delays Decision on New Riparian Rules”
By Jim James 

continued on page 8

The Board of Forestry met on July 23rd with an 
expectation they would make a decision on 
their multi-year riparian rulemaking process.  
Over 30 OSWA members were in attendance. 
After hearing a report from Oregon 
Department of Forestry on the work they 
had completed in evaluating the information 
from the RipStream water temperature 
research and the temperature model they 
created from the RipStream data, they heard 
from Richard Whitman, Governor Brown’s 
Natural Resource Advisor, both the NW and 
SW Regional Forest Practices Committees, 
and the Committee for Family Forestlands. 
All presenters focused on issues related to 
the riparian rulemaking. The reports were 
followed by public testimony. Twelve OSWA 
members testified. After over four hours of 
information the Board began its deliberation. 
The Board is tasked with determining what 
new riparian rules are needed and to what 
streams and in what Western Oregon region 
they will apply.

Oregon Department of Forestry prepared 
a matrix with 13 potential options and 5 
alternative prescriptions for the board to 
consider. The matrix included estimates of 
the impact on stream temperatures, costs to 
landowners, and other related issues.  ODF’s 
meeting materials can be found at http://
www.oregon.gov/odf/Pages/board/board_
info/2015_Meeting_Schedule.aspx. Look 
for the July 23rd meeting materials. During 
board deliberations, board comments ranged 
from some modifications and additions to 
the Regional Forest Practices Committee’s 

recommendations to 110 foot no touch 
buffers on both sides of all small and medium 
fish bearing streams in all regions of Western 
Oregon plus another 1000+ feet above the 
fish bearing segment of the streams. It was 
immediately obvious there was no consensus 
on what a new rule might look like. After 
some discussion and debate, Chair Tom 
Imesen used his board authority to delay a 
vote and he appointed a four person board 
subcommittee to meet, review information, 
and make recommendations that narrow the 
options to be considered for the full board to 
consider at the Board of Foresty meeting on 
November 5th.  The four person committee 
will be Tom Imesen, Gary Springer, Nils 
Christofferson, and Sybil Ackerman-Munson. 
They are scheduled to meet sometime in late 
September.  This meeting will be a public 
meeting but without public testimony. 

Here is a recap of the reports & testimony:

ODF staff summarized the decision making 
matrix they developed. If the only decision 
parameter open to the board was to meet 
the Protecting Cold Water (PCW) standard 
come hell or high water with no exceptions 
the ODF model suggests at least a 90 foot 
no touch buffer on both sides of all small 
and medium fish bearing streams would be 
required. Fortunately, that is not the only 
parameter the board must consider. Richard 
Whitman made it clear that the board had 
broad authority to make the decision they 
felt was appropriate after considering all 
the information. He then provided concern 
about cumulative impacts of increased 
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The OSWA Vision
To see privately owned 
family woodlands are a 

thriving part of Oregon’s 
landscape in 2050.

Our Mission 
Statement
Oregon Small  

Woodlands Association 
shall be an 

 effective force in 
addressing statewide 

forestry issues that are 
critical to family forest-

landowners by:

Educating and informing 
the owners of forested 
tracts and the public 
regarding forestry 
and family forestland 
management issues.

Providing a medium for 
the exchange of ideas 
about family forestland 
by landowners, public 
agencies, consultants, 
and timber industry 
personnel.

Serving as a forum to 
make recommendations 
for investigating and 
solving problems, and 
for improving forest 
management, harvesting, 
and marketing.

Representing the owners 
of family forestlands to 
the general public and 
before legislative bodies 
and regulatory agencies.

OSWA President’s Message Scott Hanson

Oregon Small Woodlands Association  •  www.oswa.org
187 High St. NE, Suite 208  •  Salem, OR 97301  •  503-588-1813

Productivity: Strong Teams Trump Strong Individuals 
Riparian Rule Making Update

If you are a professional basketball fan you know that LeBron James 
is widely regarded as the best basketball player on the planet.  Yet 
in the recent 2015 National Basketball Association finals James was 
unable to lead his injury plagued Cleveland Cavalier team to victory 
over the Golden State Warriors.  Golden State had a stronger team 
from player 1 through player 13.  The whole is greater than the sum 
of the parts!

Oregon Small Woodlands Association (OSWA) learned a valuable 
lesson about teamwork at a recent July 23 Board of Forestry meeting 
in Salem, Oregon. For the last sixteen months Jim James and I have 
been keeping busy providing testimony in front of the Board of 
Forestry and the Environmental Quality Commission.  Other members have helped too along 
the way; members John Westall, Scott Hayes, Dave Schmidt, Rick Barnes, Dale Cuyler, Gilbert 
Shibley and others have also testified. But we have largely viewed ourselves as individuals 
allotted three minute time blocks to communicate our message.  True, we checked with 
fellow members testifying to make sure we did not repeat the same message and that our 
messages were consistent, but still at the end of the day we viewed ourselves as independent 
messengers with arguments centered around the riparian rule making process.

OSWA chose a different strategy path for the July 23 Board of Forestry meeting.  We used 
11 speakers.  Rules restrict minutes per speaker, but not the number of speakers.  Executive 
Director Jim James told the audience what they were about to hear and I finished by telling 
folks what they just heard.  In between the Board heard from nine OSWA testifiers speaking on 
the following subjects: Roger Beyer - Why the Protecting Cold Water standard is not relevant; 
Mike Newton - What we know about temperature and fish science; Greg Peterson - Why the 
ODF temperature model has flaws; Dave Schmidt - Aggregate economic cost to family forest 
owners; Don Kessi - Lincoln County landowner story about economic cost; Andy Petersen - 
Lane County landowner story about economic cost; Dale Cuyler - Why OSWA supports the 
Regional Forest Practices Committee (RFPC) recommendation; Scott Hayes - Rules must be 
least burdensome to landowners; and Rick Barnes - Washnington and California riparian rules 
have problems and fish returns are good in Oregon.

The above testifier’s contributions reflected the diversity of OSWA member’s backgrounds and 
thoughts.  Our group was complemented by many others for our preparation for this Oregon 
Board of Forestry meeting.  I have never been more proud to be associated with this group.  
The whole is greater than the sum of the parts!  Unfortunately, a final decision regarding the 
modification of riparian rules did not come this day, but the meeting did reveal that three 
board members were leaning toward an RFPC solution over a RipStream solution.

Stay tuned. . .  
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Our Tree Farm 
Vision

To promote the growing 
of renewable forest 
resources on private 

lands while protecting 
environmental benefits 
and increasing public 
understanding of all 

benefits of productive 
forestry

Our Mission 
Statement

Help Oregon family forest 
owners sustainably care 
for their woodlands by:

• Raising the Tree Farm 
brand profile with key 
audiences.

• Increase Tree Farm 
membership.

•Promote multi-
generational ownership 
of family forests.

• Develop stronger 
partnerships to leverage 
accomplishment of 
mutual goals.

Tree Farm Chair’s Message Joe Holmberg

As Tree Farmers, we are accustomed to the fact that Tree Farm work 
never seems to be done although rain and red flag conditions tend 
to reduce the options available.  Tree Farm work was deferred for 
a number of Oregonians this past Spring as the Oregon Tree Farm 
System (OTFS) underwent a field assessment by Pricewaterhouse 
Coopers (see article on page 20).  That field assessment is done 
periodically to verify that indeed Oregon Tree Farmers are adhering 
to the Standards of Stainability prescribed by the American Tree 
Farm System (ATFS).  

Hiring an accounting firm to verify sustainability does cost.  The 
American Tree Farm System has underwritten this expense but has 
notified its 44 member States that, if a State decides to remain certified under the Programme 
for the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC), that State must begin to contribute to the 
cost of the certification process.  OTFS has provided ATFS a letter of intent indicating that 
OTFS desires to retain certification.  Since Tree Farm wood is mutually recognized as certified 
under the industrial Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI), the OTFS Board of Directors reasoned 
that Oregon Tree Farmers would value certification.  OTFS must enter into a Memorandum of 
Understanding with ATFS by this December thereby confirming our intent.  Certification also 
lets all Oregonians know that our lands are being well managed to provide a wide array of 
benefits for both landowners and society

OK, so now how do we fund future audits?  Membership in Tree Farm is free.  There are no 
dues or assessments.  The Board has been exploring options including reaching out to the 
larger family ownerships and to the SFI State Implementation Committee.  Another option 
might be the reinstatement of a donation request from our rank and file members.  OTFS 
used to have an annual appeal but that was incorporated into the appeals by ATFS in the mid 
2000’s.  Although OTFS receives half of what Oregonians donate to ATFS, I believe Oregon 
Tree Farmers would be more generous if they knew their donation went entirely to OTFS.  
Before we launch any donation campaign, we need to identify our specific needs and look at 
options for filling those needs.  The Board continues its explorations.  OTFS needs to begin 
its annual audit contribution to ATFS in 2018 but financial sustainability should be in place 
substantially in advance of that date.  The Board would be interested in your thoughts about 
maintaining ATFS certification and how to ensure OTFS’s financial stability.  You can e-mail me 
at praediolum@gmail.com or drop me a note at 187 High Street NE, Suite 208, Salem 97301.

Oregon Tree Farm System  •  www.otfs.org
187 High St. NE, Suite 208  •  Salem, OR 97301  •  503-362-0242
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OSWA Executive Director’s Report 

2015 continues to be a busy year 
for OSWA. The 2015 legislature 
had its ups and downs and we 
were able to avoid some really 
bad legislation, but many of 
those issues are still alive and 
kicking so some challenges for 
2016 and 2017 have already 
been identified. See Roger 
Beyer’s Legislative Update on 
page 12. The Board of Forestry’s 
Riparian Rulemaking took the 
front page attention again 

this edition. Family forest owners have much at stake 
if the board picks the wrong riparian prescription for 
Oregon’s Forest Practice Act. OSWA has a dedicated team 
of members working hard for the right outcome. OSWA’s 
Annual Meeting in June was a great success and typically 
this edition’s front page article would have been about 
the event. The fact that it is not is unfortunate because 
the Marion/Polk County Chapter did an outstanding job 
of sponsoring another great annual meeting. See articles 
on pages 11, pages 14-17, and page 21. Do not forget to 

By Jim James

complete and return your ballot for two Second Vice 
President positions on the Executive Committee. Both Dave 
Schmidt and Donna Heffernan were nominated at OSWA’s 
Annual Membership Meeting on June 19th. OSWA’s bylaws 
require elections be vote by mail. Ballots must be returned 
by September 10th. 

Membership Targets for 2015 are a continued growth in 
membership by 4%. Duplicating the 4% growth we had in 
2013 and 2014 may be a challenge. The 2015 membership 
renewals are at 80%. That means 306 members in 2014 
did not renew in 2015. As of the end of July OSWA has 294 
new members so we are close to breaking even, but short 
of our growth target. To meet our 2015 growth goal we 
need to add 74 new members by the end of October (the 
end of our fiscal year). There are several events planned for 
August and September that are membership recruitment 
events so meeting our target is still in reach, but it will take 
a concerted effort by everyone. If you have a family forest 
neighbor who is not an OSWA member invite them to join 
and check out this great organization. The best bet for 
membership growth continues to be at the chapter level 
by inviting your friends and neighbors to join your chapter. 

2014/2015 OSWA budget is 
tracking close to projections. 
Chapters did not receive their $10 
per member membership dues in 
July as planned, but those checks 
will be arriving in mid-August.  As 
always, please contact me if you 
have any questions about the 
state organization or the issues 
we face. jimjamesoswa@yahoo.
com  office phone (503) 588-1813 
& cell phone (541) 619-4252.

Revenue
2013/2014  
Approved 

Budget

2013/2014  
Actual 
Budget

2014/2015  
Approved 

Budget

2014/2015  
Actual 

Budget 8-01-15

 Dues 159,900 154,217 166,800 156,100

 Parton Program 32,000 31,700 28,000 19,900

 OSWA Fund Drive 5,000 7,319 7,000 7,800

 Grants 20,000 23,501 23,500 0

 Other 31,700 55,223 30,200 32,000

Totals 248,600 271,960 253,500 215,800

Expenses
Chapter Dues Rebate 17,000 9,435 16,300 0

Wages & Prof. Services 120,400 120,882 106,350 71,900

 Publications 21,600 12,764 12,600 18,300

 Office & Op. Expenses 85,2000 92,100 115,750 87,200

Totals 244,200 261,823 228,000 177,400

Profit 4,400 10,138 25,500 38,400

OSWA Budget 
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For those of you conducting active operations on your 
property, don’t forget to monitor local industrial fire 
precaution levels and weather patterns. Be sure that your 
fire tools are immediately available and your water supply 
is fully operational. Make sure your equipment works and 
start your fire trucks and pumps every day. Be proactive. 
Approach each day as if there is a chance a fire could start. 
Have a plan and be fire safe. Fire information can be found 
on the ODF website. Fire Season Regulations: http://www.
oregon.gov/odf/pages/fire/precautionlevelMap.aspx and 
ODF offices: http://www.oregon.gov/ODF/pages/offices.
aspx Have your local ODF number readily available in case 
you discover a fire. 

Fire Lines

Fire Season in Full Swing 
By Tom Fields, Fire Prevention Coordinator, Oregon Department of Forestry

Prior to July 30, fire statistics appeared to be well below 
where everyone anticipated (hoped) for this year.  In 
the blink of an eye, or more appropriate, flashes of 
lightning, several human caused fires and record breaking 
temperatures with record low fuel moistures, brought 
the potential clearly back into view.  By August 1 two 
ODF Incident Management Teams had been assigned to 
Douglas County.  As of this writing the Cable Crossing fire 
has been contained at 1,819 acres and last count the larger 
Stouts Creek fire is at 17,166 and only 10% contained.  

This recent commitment of resources statewide resulted in 
the initiation of Level 4 Closures – “General Shutdown, all 
activities prohibited” on Coos Forest Protection Association 
(CFPA), Douglas Forest Protection Association (DFPA) 
and South Cascades Districts. CFPA and South Cascades 
Districts have since returned to a Level 3.  At last count (at 
the time of this report), 672  fires on lands protected by 
the Oregon Department of Forestry have burned 3,445 
(not counting the current Cable Crossing, Stouts Creek 
and Phillips Fires that are still actively burning). While that 
is about half the average for acres burned, it’s still about 
200 more fires than usual, mostly from the human caused 
category. Lightning has accounted for the lion’s share of 
the 3,445 acres burned, whereas the 468 human-caused 
fires represent nearly 70 percent of the total starts. This 
year’s human-caused fire trend is almost 40 percent above 
average. So please be careful with your outdoor activities.  
It is so dry, even well planned activities are carrying a risk.

It’s difficult to point to one particular activity responsible 
for fires started by people. However, burning yard debris, 
mowing of dry grass in the late afternoon and carelessness 
with campfires continues to be problematic. It’s important 
for everyone to understand that under these extreme fire 
danger conditions, including 23 drought stricken counties, 
we must remain vigilant to prevent fires. Besides common 
sense, both debris burning and campfires are forbidden 
throughout much of the state. And yes, in most cases, that 
includes campfires on your own property. If you see this 
happening, please take steps to inform and encourage 
others in fire safety. If you don’t feel comfortable 
approaching someone, call your local ODF office for help 
and support.
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2015 OSWA Patrons 
Thank You

Gold
Douglas County Chapter

Washington County Chapter
Hancock Timber Resources

Oregon Forest Resource Institute
Port Blakely Tree Farms

Rosboro
Roseburg Forest Products

Starker Forests

Silver
Barnes and Associates

Peter and Alice Bregman
Lane County Chapter
Linn County Chapter

Boise Cascade
Cascade Timber Consulting

C&D Lumber
Giustina Land & Timber

Giustina Resources
Hampton Tree Farms, Inc

JD Fulwiler Insurance
Mason, Bruce, & Girard, Inc.

Olympic Resource Management
RSG Forest Products

Seneca Family of Companies
Stimson Lumber Company

Swanson Group
Weyerhaeuser

Bronze
Coast Range Conifers
Schmidt Family Forest

Benton County Chapter
Columbia County Chapter

Coos/Curry County Chapter
Jackson/Josephine County Chapter

Grant County Chapter
Lincoln County Chapter

Campbell Global, Inc.
Freres Lumber Company
Frank Lumber Company

International Paper
Nordic Veneer

Northwest Hardwoods
Miami Corporation

Letter to the Editor

Stream Protection Rules Working –
Recent Associated Press articles and other media coverage 
of the current Oregon Forest Practices Act rules covering 
stream protection have been grossly misleading. The rules 
already provide substantial stream protection. And while 
the rules could perhaps benefit from fine-tuning, Oregon’s 
current forest laws already do a good job of protecting fish 
habitat. The Oregon Board of Forestry is weighing how it 
should respond to research findings on the effectiveness 
of rules to protect streams during logging. Specifically, the 
board is looking at the width of forested buffers along fish-
bearing streams.

Perhaps the worst mischaracterization is that the current 
rules provide only 20-foot buffers for fish-bearing streams 
(“Oregon forestry board postpones decision on logging 
buffers to cool streams,” Register-Guard, July 24). While it 
is true that all trees within 20 feet of a fish-bearing stream 
must be left, this is just one of many restrictions around 
streams in the much-wider Riparian Management Areas, 
or RMAs. Minimum RMAs range from 50 feet on each side 
of the stream for small, fish-bearing streams to 100 feet 
on each side for large streams. Within these buffers there 
are strict restrictions on what management practices are 
allowed, including the number, size and type of trees that 
must be left to provide for shade and to recruit large wood 
necessary for fish habitat.

The newspaper articles may leave readers with the sense that 
forest landowners are unwilling to protect water and fish. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. What landowners 
want is that decisions affecting their property and livelihoods 
be based on sound scientific research about what fish need, 
and which forestry practices are realistic and achievable. A 
research project called RipStream — the Riparian Function 
and Stream Temperature monitoring project — was 
supported by the state Department of Forestry with the 
cooperation of Oregon’s forest landowners. The RipStream 
findings and other studies show stream water temperature 
changes following current logging practices are, on average, 
a little more than 0.5 degrees Centigrade.

Before the Oregon Forest Practices Act was enacted in 
1971, studies found stream temperature increases of 10 to 
16 degrees Centigrade following logging. The fact that we 
are now addressing half a degree of temperature change is 
a success story, not a reason to vilify forest managers and 
loggers. What is particularly frustrating is that biological 
data from recent watershed studies such as Hinkle Creek 
near Roseburg and the Alsea Watershed Study near Toledo 
show positive fish response following timber harvesting 
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Stream Protection Rules Working –
under the current rules. This is consistent with other findings 
from across North America.  There is even strong evidence 
that fish populations could be enhanced if some reaches 
of streams were deliberately opened to sunlight. Foresters 
also know that to accelerate the growth of desirable large 
trees and to regenerate shade-intolerant trees, buffers 
would benefit from some management practices, including 
selective thinning to allow the remaining trees to grow 
taller and faster.

The water quality standard that is creating the debate 
is called the Protect Coldwater Standard, or PCW. This 
standard states that in fish-bearing streams, human 
activities may not increase water temperatures more than 
0.3 degrees Centigrade. However, forest management 
is poorly represented by this type of anti-¬degradation 
standard.  Unlike cooling water discharged from a power 
plant or sewage treatment facility — discharges that 
create a persistent signature — forests are managed in 
long rotations or cycles, where disturbance is limited to a 
few events over decades of management. The PCW has 
been interpreted without considering this shifting mosaic 
of disturbance and the recovery that occurs as the forest 
regrows.

This debate over a half-degree in water temperature change 
has created friction between the forest community and the 
Oregon Department of Forestry’s staff, between state and 
federal agencies, between Oregon’s environmental and 
forestry agencies, and now between the public and the 
forest sector. Yet the evidence shows that this is a relatively 
minor issue that could be addressed with a measured 
response. One such response has been proposed by 
Regional Forest Practices Committees, made up of citizen 
volunteers appointed by the Board of Forestry to monitor 
the Oregon Forest Practices Act’s rules and suggest changes 
if needed. These groups looked at the specific reasons for 
any water temperature changes resulting from logging, and 
then proposed practicable solutions.

The record shows that the Oregon Forest Practices Act 
has one of the highest levels of compliance in the United 
States. Oregon’s forest landowners often go beyond what 
is required by the rules, leaving more trees in riparian 
areas than required and voluntarily conducting stream 
enhancement projects. Regulatory over-reach will not serve 
the forests or our state well. As a forest hydrologist, I think 
the state of Oregon and the Board of Forestry could adopt 

a three-tiered response that would move us toward solving 
the half-degree issue while leaving the door open for other 
rule changes in the future.

First, Oregon should adopt a policy similar to those in 
other states where small, brief and infrequent cases in 
which water temperature exceeds standards do not trigger 
classifications of streams and lakes as “impaired.” Second, 
we should interpret the Project Coldwater Standard by 
characterizing human impacts not just for their immediate 
and perhaps transitory response, but by considering the 
full forest management cycle. Third, the state Board of 
Forestry could implement measured rule changes such as 
those proposed by the Regional Forest Practice Committees 
to the riparian buffers based on specific conditions where 
slight water temperature increases have been observed in 
the RipStream study.

Once the rule-making is done, the board needs to 
continue to support monitoring and research to assess the 
effectiveness of the Forest Practices Act rules. The rules 
are worthless if we cannot show widespread compliance 
by both small and large forest landowners. If these steps 
can be taken, I am confident we can protect cold water, 
enhance aquatic habitat, and keep the forestry community 
as a willing partner in future habitat protection discussions.

George Ice of Monroe, a forest hydrologist, has researched the 
effects of logging practices on Oregon watersheds and fish 
habitat for 40 years.

By George Ice for “The Register-Guard” August 2, 2015
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Board of Forestry Delays Decision on New Riparian Rules”
By Jim James 

Front Page Continued –

temperature, that water temperatures in Oregon are 
already very warm, asserted (without the source of his 
data) that stream temperatures in Oregon’s private forests 
are averaging a half degree over the relevant biologically 
based numeric criteria (BBNC) for salmonids in August 
and in September they are almost two degrees over the 
BBNC. He concluded with a prediction of massive loss of 
salmon habitat by mid-century due to climate change.  His 
prediction of temperatures in Oregon’s private forests is 
interesting when you consider the RipStream sites were, 
on average, two degrees below the BBNC. I am not sure 
where he gathered his data or whether it was specific to 
the small and medium streams in question or all streams 
found on Private forestland. 

Mike Barnes, chairman of the NW Regional Forest Practices 
Committee (RFPC) and Brian Schlaefli, chairman of the 
SW Regional Forest Practices Committee reported on the 
process they used to make their recommendation. Six of 
the 18 private sites in the RipStream study had 70% of 
the temperature increases following harvest. The average 
temperature increase of the other sites was close to the 0.3 
degree Celsius threshold in the PCW standard. The RFPC 
took a practicable approach. They looked specifically at 
high temperature sites to determine why they had the 
increases and what could have been done differently to 
have mitigated those increases.  They explained the rational 
for their recommendations and why if implemented they 
would have an impact on reducing stream temperatures. 
Susan Watkins, in her last official action as a member of 
the Committee for Family Forestlands, encouraged the 
board to look at the broad array of science around forest 
streams including science that proves that minor increases 
in stream temperatures cause absolutely no harm to fish 
and to realize the economic cost to family forest owners 
when making a decision.    

OSWA members testified to the board with clear messages 
about the lack of science in the Protecting Cold Water 
(PCW) standard, the overwhelming science that shows 
the minor and temporary temperature increases in forest 
streams have no harm to fish, the model used by ODF to 
make temperature predictions has some real limitations, 
the economic cost to family forest owners will be huge if 
large no touch buffers are adopted, the Regional Forest 
Practices Committee recommendations will adequately 

address stream temperatures, landowners are already 
voluntarily leaving more riparian trees than the minimum 
in the Forest Practices Act, please do not repeat failed 
practices in neighboring states, and where is the evidence 
FPA rules in neighboring states are better than Oregon 
when you consider the fish returns in all three West 
Coast states.  The board did have some good discussions 
following the public testimony, but in the end they decided 
to delay the decision. 

So what is next: 

OSWA will continue to be engaged on this issue and 
promote an outcome that does not unjustly encumber 
forest landowners.  There is a group of dedicated members 
working tirelessly as a Water Quality Team to evaluate the 
science and develop messages to the Board of Forestry. 
This team includes Executive Committee members 
Scott Hanson, Scott Hayes, Rick Barnes, Mike Barnes, 
Dave Schmidt, and Dick Courter plus Mike Newton, Greg 
Peterson, John Westall, Roger Beyer, Dale Cuyler, Rex 
Storm, and Joe Holmberg. Many other members have also 
contributed to this effort including Gilbert Shibley, Andy 
Petersen, and Don Kessi who have all testified to the board 
on their personal loses should large no touch buffers be 
adopted. Many other members emailed the board with 
their personal stories about loses they would have with 
large riparian buffers. Thank you to everyone who has 
attended Board of Forestry meetings, particularly the July 
23rd meeting. You have made a difference. I believe all 
members of the Board of Forestry know who OSWA is and 
I believe they have an appreciation for the impact any rule 
will have on family forest owners.  An OSWA presence will 
be needed again when the board meets in November to 
make a decision. 
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OSWA News

Learn About Private Forestry in Scandinavia on 2016 Tour  
By Miles Merwin

The Oregon Woodland Cooperative has organized 
a forestry tour to Scandinavia especially for family 
forestland owners, forestry professionals and forest 
products producers. Guided by experienced foresters, 
this educational tour will focus on private forestry in 
Sweden and Norway and the role of woodland owner 
cooperatives. The tour departs the US on May 27, 2016 
and returns on June 14. 

The tour is co-sponsored by Washington Co. Small 
Woodlands Association (a chapter of the Oregon Small 
Woodlands Assn.) and Oregon State University Forestry & 
Natural Resources Extension. The tour leader is a Swedish 
professional forester, and an OSU Extension Forestry 
Agent will also accompany the group. 

We will meet woodland owners and tour their tree farms, 
see harvesting equipment in action, and visit forestry 
companies, sawmills, equipment manufacturers, and 
forestry museums. In addition, tour participants will see 
and experience outstanding natural beauty in the farms, 
forests, mountains and fjords of Sweden and Norway, 
and enjoy the cultural highlights of the towns and cities 
along the way. Group-rate, round-trip international 
airfare from Portland, OR is available. Travel will be by 
new private motor coach with a professional driver and 
accommodation in first-class hotels. 

Full details, including itinerary, pricing, and registration, 
are now posted on the OWC website: 

http://www.oregonwoodlandcooperative.com/
scandinavia-forestry-tour 

The deadline for reservations is Oct. 1, 2015.  
Please note that space is limited and reservations will be 

accepted on a first come basis.  
For more information, please contact OWC at owc@ 

owco-op.com or call (888) 800-1192 toll free.
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OSWA held its 55th Annual Meeting June 18th – 20th in 
Salem. The Marion- Polk County Chapter was the host 
chapter. This was another successful event. This year’s 
program included a Day at the Capitol, OSWA Board 
Meeting, Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year/Howdy 
Neighbor woods tour, Annual Membership Meeting, 
Awards Banquet, Silent Auction, and Oregon Forest Fair. 
Each event was well attended and a big success.

Day at the Capitol - On June 18th, 65 members met at 
the Capitol to meet with legislators to share concerns and 
show support for legislation still undecided in the 2015 
legislative session. Unlike previous Day’s at the Capitol, this 
year it was held in June when bills are in their final stages 
of being passed or defeated. I believe the legislature was 
aware of OSWA’s presence and the three bills we focused 
on were all eventually resolved to OSWA’s liking. Two bills 
OSWA was in favor of, the revised pesticide bill and the 
bill to provide additional funding to OSU Extension, both 
eventually passed. The bill that would have imposed a 
$10 per MBF privilege tax on timber harvests, opposed by 
OSWA, died in committee. 

Senator Betsey Johnson, Senator Fred Girod, Representative 
Dan Rayfield, Representative Jodi Hack, and Representative 
Caddy McKeown visited OSWA members as a group to 
discuss issues.  OSWA members set up appointments to 
meet with their legislators, one on one, to express OSWA’s 
positions.  Participants also had a guided tour of the 
Capitol. OSWA has a Day at the Capitol every other year 
during the long legislative session. The next Day at the 
Capitol will be in 2017. 

Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year Woods Tour - On 
Friday, June 19th 175 people participated in a woods tour 
on Linda Butts’ McCully Mountain Timber, LLC property in 
Linn County. See the article on page 21. 

OSWA Membership Annual Meeting - The Annual 
Membership Meeting was held in the evening following 
the woods tour and just before the awards banquet. 
Executive Director, Jim James, reported on the status of 
the organization. OSWA is operating in conjunction with 
the Board approved 2015 Work Plan and continues to be 
financially stable. Nomination Committee chairman, Scott 
Hayes, recommended Dave Schmidt and Donna Heffernan 
be nominated to serve additional two year terms on the 

OSWA’s 55th Annual Meeting
By Jim James

Executive Committee. Both agreed to serve another term, 
if elected. Both were nominated by the membership to be 
placed on the ballot. OSWA bylaws require elections be by 
mail. The election form and return envelope are attached 
to the center of this newsletter. Please complete and 
return your ballot by September 10th when the elections 
will close. 

OSWA News

Roger Beyer welcomes members to the Capitol

 Rep. Jodi Hack shares her thoughts with OSWA

Sen. Fred Girod explains session and answers questions

continued on page 14



 PAGE 12 • OREGON FAMILY FORESTS NEWS • AUGUST 2015 

OSWA News

OSWA 2015 Legislative Session Report 
By Roger Beyer

The legislative session began on January 12th with 
Democrats controlling both legislative chambers in 
near super majorities (60% or more) and a democratic 
governor. The two chambers introduced nearly 1500 
bills the first day and then adjourned until February 2th, 
when the session began in earnest.  The adjournment was 
preplanned, in that by taking most of January off they 
were able to continue session until July 11 and not exceed 
the constitutional limit of 160 days.  Session days in June 
and July are seen as more valuable than days in January, 
which in the past have been dominated by waiting for 
bills to be introduced and assigned to committees. 

With the new larger majorities, leadership of both 
chambers outlined a plan to take care of controversial 
issues they identified as “unfinished business” from the 
previous session.  During the two week break, the bills 
were assigned to committees by the presiding officers so 
when they started up again things were ready to move.  
The compressed timeline caught many by surprise as 
partisan bills started moving out of committees in the first 
week. 

Fortunately OSWA issues were not on the “unfinished 
business” list so we weren’t caught up in the early session 
flurry of activity.  This isn’t to say OSWA didn’t have 
important issues to deal with in the session, only that our 
issues didn’t appear on the fast track agenda highlighted 
as unfinished business. 

During February, while legislative leadership was focused 
on the unfinished business list, you likely recall the 
small distraction that was also taking place.  On Friday, 
February 13th Governor Kitzhaber, just one month into 
his unprecedented 4th term, announced his resignation 
effective the following week.  The pressure created by 
the ethics scandals of both he and his girlfriend became 
too much to overcome, so on February 18th, Kate Brown 
became Oregon’s governor.   Governor Brown wasted no 
time in urging the legislature to proceed with the agenda 
that had been created under her predecessor--so proceed 
they did. 

Taxes, funding for OSU and ODF along with pesticide use 
dominated the agenda of OSWA priority items for the 
session.  It took a lot of effort by OSWA members, our 

partners in natural resource industries and OSWA staff to 
achieve positive outcomes on all of these issues.  

OSWA along with other natural resources groups 
supported SB 864, a bill to clarify that only Oregon 
property is to be considered when the natural resource 
credit for inheritance tax is calculated. The Department of 
Revenue was using the value of all property owned by an 
estate, which was causing families with holdings in other 
states to lose the credit they should have been entitled 
to. This bill was sponsored by Senator Girod and it passed 
unanimously.     

Four bills to increase taxes for forestland owners, both 
through increased property taxes or new severance taxes, 
were introduced and immediately were placed high on the 
priority list to oppose.  OSWA members and staff showed 
up in force to testify against all of them when they were 
scheduled for public hearings.  Three of the four bills did 
not have enough support to warrant further action but HB 
2588, a bill which would have imposed a new severance 
tax of $10/MBF to fund fire suppression, watershed 
conservation and county government, received a work 
session and was moved to the budget committee.  There 
it ultimately died when session ended.  This shows how 
vulnerable forestland owners are to legislation which 
would raise taxes on them to fund pet programs for other 
purposes.  

Increased funding for OSU extension and the forest 
research laboratory was a top priority identified by OSWA’s 
Board and Governmental Advisory Committee (GAC) as 
the session began.  I am pleased to report that for the first 
time since last century (1999) this was accomplished.  Not 
only was the entire budget for OSU statewide services 
increased, but the forest sector will receive a higher 
percentage of the additional funds: 25% instead of the 
traditional 10%.  This should mean two additional new 
forestry extension agents for the state along with new 
research at the laboratory and the college. 

Also in the funding arena, making sure the ODF budget 
continued to be adequately funded was identified as 
high priority.  This was achieved and in addition to the 
program funding for fire suppression and private forests, 
the new electronic notification system known as FERNS 
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will continue to be updated and improved over the next 
two years.

Keeping pesticides as a tool to use in forest management 
came under scrutiny as no less than 11 bills were 
introduced which would have changed the ability to use 
pesticides in some manner.  After multiple hearings, work 
groups and negotiations, ultimately HB 3549 passed with 
OSWA support.  This bill prohibits the aerial application of 
herbicides in a 60 foot buffer around occupied homes and 
schools. It also increased training for aerial applicators and 
funds more staff for Oregon Department of Agriculture to 
investigate complaints about pesticide use. 

The OSWA day at the Capitol proved very timely for 
members to talk with legislators about these complicated 
issues.  For example, armed with facts about how much 
more Oregon forestland owners pay to protect their 
forests from fire than landowners in any other western 
state, OSWA members turned the tide and led to the 
defeat of HB 2588.  That is the good news.  

Because he is opposed to modern logging and forest 
management practices, Representative Holvey has tried 
for many years to impose a new severance tax on the 
harvesting of timber.  This year he was more creative and 
added funding for fire suppression to the new proposed 
revenue stream.  This new twist allowed the bill to garner 
additional support from the House leadership and budget 
writers as they used an increase in fire insurance premium 
and deductible as justification. The bad news is you can 
be quite sure Rep Holvey will be introducing a similar bill 

in the future and with the unquenchable desire for money 
to spend at the capitol that battle will rage on.

As I look at the OSWA priorities for the 2015 session, the 
only item which we did not accomplish was action on HB 
3209, the bill we requested to look at the allowed uses of 
land zoned for forest as compared to land zoned for other 
natural resource uses.

The next legislative session is only 6 months away.  The 
rules adopted by both chambers allow for each member 
to introduce 2 bills, each interim committee 3 bills and the 
executive and judicial branches each 5 bills.  The deadline 
to request a bill is November 24, 2015, so if there is an issue 
you feel needs to be addressed next year you will need 
to contact me very soon.   These rules don’t apply to the 
presiding officers or budget bills, so assuming all legislators 
and committees introduce the maximum number of bills 
there will be at least 265 bills to be dealt with beginning 
February 1st, 2016.  In only 35 days, controversial measures 
are difficult to pass, so bill sponsors will need to be 
working on their bills before February if they expect to be 
successful.  

Also remember that the best time to contact legislators 
is when they are not in session.  OSWA members should 
be meeting with their senators and representatives in 
the local communities.  Get to know them and let the 
OSWA staff know those with whom you have personal 
relationships.  That information will help us in the future:  
when we need a favor from a key legislator, we will know 
who to have contact them.
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a lot of OSWA activities and events. He also represents 
OSWA on the Oregon State University Wildlife Research 
Advisory Committee that directs the College of Forestry on 
research projects funded by a $0.10 per Thousand Board 
Foot harvest tax and represented OSWA on a committee 
to assist Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife in the 
update of their Oregon Conservation Strategy. 

Outstanding Volunteer of the Year - Since 2013, each 
chapter president has been asked to identify a member 
or members of their chapter who have demonstrated 
outstanding volunteer activities. OSWA’s strength is in 
the volunteer spirit of its members and OSWA is blessed 
with members who volunteer their time to make their 
chapters and the state organization a success. Here are 
the members selected in 2015: 

Baker County - Steve Edwards was selected as Baker 
County’s Outstanding Volunteer of the Year.  He has been 
the President of the Blue Mountain Forest Cooperative 
since its inception. As president he is doing a great job of 
managing the cooperative which includes negotiating and 
relationship building with Boise Cascade and overseeing 
Dwayne Lang the cooperative forester who promotes the 
cooperative to landowners with help finding loggers and 
other needs. Steve is the driving force behind putting the 
cooperative together, including writing the bylaws and 
managing all the day to day details.  His background in 
creating and managing community-based organizational 
structures around the world brings a unique skill set to the 
cooperative, without which the cooperative may well have 
never gotten off the ground. Steve is also past president 
of the Baker County Chapter, who coordinated the 2011 
OSWA Annual Meeting in Baker City.  

Benton County - Mike Albrecht was selected as Benton 
County’s Outstanding Volunteer of the Year by the Benton 
County Board. Steve is the current Chapter President 
serving his third year as president. He provides excellent 
leadership and has been directly involved in many Benton 
County events.  He is a Master Woodland Manager and 

Award Banquet and Silent Auction
Following the annual membership 
meeting members enjoyed the 
Awards Banquet and the Silent 
Auction. Don Kazmarek, Oregon 
Department of Forestry Geneticist, 
was the evening speaker. He 
shared the activities at the ODF’s 
St. Paul Seed Orchard where tree 
seed is readily available to family 
forest owners.  Ilene Waldorf and 
family set up and managed the 
Silent Auction and a raffle drawing. Together they raised 
$4154. The 2015 Riggin’ Slinger Award was presented 
along with 15 Outstanding Chapter Volunteers. 

OSWA 2015 Riggin’ Slinger - Annually, OSWA recognizes 
a member who has gone above and beyond to assist in 
OSWA’s success.  The Riggin’ Slinger Award is the highest 
award given by the Oregon Small Woodlands Association. 
It is named for the crucial position in a High Lead logging 
crew. The riggin’slinger is the person depended upon 
for quick thinking, leadership and achievement and who 
coordinates the activities of the entire crew. Without a 
committed and hardworking riggin’ slinger, things don’t 
get done and the crew is put at risk. This award goes to 
someone who has made a big impact on OSWA’s success.  
OSWA’s 2015 Riggin’ Slinger is John Westall. 

John has been active on OSWA’s Water Quality Committee 
developing information to provide to the Board of Forestry 
in their Riparian Rulemaking process. John’s work on the 
committee has developed some outstanding information 
about the states Protecting Cold Water standards that are 
the reason for the Board’s riparian rulemaking.  His work 
has allowed OSWA to make some meaningful testimony to 
the Board of Forestry and has been instrumental in OSWA’s 
Board of Forestry strategy. John has also been active on 
OSWA’s Governmental Advisory Committee offering 
insight to positions OSWA should take on a variety of 
legislative issues. As editor of the Quarterly Bark,  he covers 

Don Kazmarek discusses  
St Paul Seed Orchard

2015 Rigging Slinger  
John Westall and  
President Scott Hanson

Mike Albrecht with 
President Scott Hanson
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has organized many landowner site visits.  Mike was the 
2014 Benton County Tree Farmer of the Year and has been 
active in selecting the 2015 Benton County Tree Farmer of 
the Year.  He serves on the Oregon State University Benton 
County Extension Advisory Network and is a three year 
volunteer/leader at the national Get Outdoors Day events 
at Peavy Arboretum.  He has also been active with natural 
resource organizations such as the Mary’s River Watershed 
Council, the Society of American Foresters, other OSWA 
chapters, and OSU Extension programs.

Clackamas County - Larry and Jane Stone have been 
selected as Clackamas County’s Outstanding Volunteers 
of the Year.  They have been active members of OSWA 
for over 20 years. As Master Woodland Managers both 
donate a lot of time helping other woodland owners. They 
worked hard to receive and maintain forest certification 
on their property by the American Tree Farm System. 
Both are active on the Clackamas County Membership 
Committee and Larry is a coordinator on the Clackamas 
County Herbicide Program. Both have been longtime 
volunteers at the OSU Extension Forestry Tree School, the 
logging conference forest demonstration in Molalla, and 
the Hopkins Educational Forest. 

Columbia County - Rod Nastrom was selected as 
Columbia County’s Outstanding Volunteer of the Year. 
Rod was in charge of Columbia County’s tree sale which 
is a big Columbia County event each year. He is a solid 
active member who volunteers regularly to participate 
in Columbia County events and makes a meaningful 
contribution to the successes of those events. 

Coos/Curry Counties - Bob and Joyce Beers were 
selected as Coos/Curry County’s Outstanding Volunteers 
of the Year. Both are very active in chapter activities and for 
many years have organized and ran the chapter’s annual 
meeting.  They serve on the Coos/Curry Chapter Board and 
Bob has been the chapter treasurer for many years. 

Douglas County - Greg Fox was selected as Douglas 

County’s Outstanding Volunteer of the Year.  Greg has 
served on the Douglas County Board of Directors for 
many years and is a valuable, active member.  He attends 
most chapter meetings, is prepared and informed, and 
provides key input to discussions and decision-making. 
For years, Greg has also been very active putting 
together and leading chapter tours.  He is creative and 
resourceful, serving as a key contact with industry, 
government and other woodland owners.  The tours 
he has coordinated cover a broad range of subjects, 
including truffles, log scaling, engineered wood 
products mill tours, fire salvage operations, logging, 
road management, and many, many more.  Greg pays 
attention to the details and logistical needs for each 
tour, resulting in high quality tours that are informative 
and efficient. Greg was the architect for the two very 
successful tours during OSWA’s Annual meetings in 
Douglas County in 2013 and 2014. 

Jackson/Josephine Counties - Jerry Burke has been 
selected as Jackson/Josephine County’s Outstanding 
Volunteer of the Year.  Jerry has been on the Jackson/
Josephine Board for two years and is a strong supporter 
of OSWA and the chapter events and projects.  He 
attends all of the Board and public meetings.  Jerry has 
taken on the duty of organizing the refreshments and 
clean up for chapter public meeting.  This past March 
during Spring Break he organized a five day (8 hrs. per 
day) outdoor program at his tree farm for twelve of his 
8th and 9th grade students.  This program included 
planting, thinning, and other forest related programs.  
As a teacher, he is a great believer in getting kids into 
the woods and having a hands on outdoor experience.  
The program was well received by the kids and he is 
planning on doing it again this next year. Jerry sets a 
really good example of a small woodland owner in a 
volunteer effort.

Lane County selected two Outstanding Volunteers 
of the Year, both completing long terms on the Lane 
County Board of Directors. Maryrae Thomson is a 
second generation tree farmer raised in the Junction 
City area of Lane County.  Her family’s farm/tree farm is 
actively managed and has been a point of recognition 
for road improvements and culvert installations aimed 
at improving fish passage.  She also is linked closely 
to the Junction City High School and provides the 
High School’s forestry classes tours and on the ground 
experiences with forest practices.  Maryrae has a 

Joyce & Bob Beers with 
President Scott Hanson

continued on page 16
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strong commitment to her community by serving on 
numerous community boards and volunteering her time.  
She departed the Lane County board after serving many 
years as the board’s secretary. She currently serves on the 
Forests Today and Forever board, is involved with the Farm 
Services Agency under the department of Agriculture, 
and continues to work closely with the Junction City High 
School Forestry program.  Maryrae is committed to her 
community and continues to respond to its needs and 
requests. 

David Rankin recently departed LSWA’s board after serving 
multiple years. He represented the Florence community of 
Western Lane County.  His tree farm is south of Florence 
and he provided the Lane County board with a strong link 
to the community of Florence.  Dave communicated with 
many land owners within his community and updated 
our board on their concerns and needs.  He was also a 
staunch supporter of OSWA, never missing an opportunity 
to participate in meetings or events. Dave always brings a 
smile to the table and never hesitates to volunteer his time 
or take on a project. 

Linn County - Mary Brendle was selected as Linn 
County’s Outstanding Volunteer of the Year. For the past 
several years Mary has planned quarterly workshops at 
Linn-Benton Community College that are open to both 
OSWA members and the general public.  This program 
has helped the chapter gain several new members while 
educating the participants on better land stewardship. 
She has also organized our “Goods from the Woods” event 
done each February in conjunction with Linn County’s 
seedling sale.  Mary has been active on the board for many 
years and is always willing to help when the need arises.

Lincoln County - Kari M. Steere was selected as Lincoln 
County Outstanding Volunteer of the Year. Kari is the 
daughter of active member and past chapter president Joe 
Steere. Joe was the Lincoln County Outstanding Volunteer 
in 2014. Each year the chapter’s Tree Sale is a major event 
that generates needed revenue for chapter events and 
activities. Joe coordinates the Tree Sale each year and Kari 
has been actively involved in the sale’s success. She is active 
during the sale and volunteers her time to make sure the 
event is a success. The Steere family has been consistent in 
their contribution to the Lincoln County Chapter’s success.

Marion/Polk - John Westall and Pat Wheeler were 
selected as Marion/Polk County’s Outstanding Volunteers 
of the Year. Both John and Pat are active in both Marion/
Polk and Benton County chapters and are regular 

participants in many OSWA state wide events. John is the 
editor of the combined Benton, Lane, Linn, and Lincoln 
County chapter newsletter, the Quarterly Bark.  Both were 
active in the planning of this year’s Oregon Forest Fair. 
John’s selection as the 2015 Riggin’ Slinger is evidence of 
his and Pat’s volunteer spirit. 

Washington County - Karen and Steve Graham were 
selected as Washington County’s Outstanding Volunteers 
of the Year.  Karen is on the Washington County board 
of directors providing leadership for the organization.  
The Grahams were gracious enough to host the annual 
Washington County potluck at their tree farm in the past 
and for the past couple of years Karen has chaired the 
Native Plant Sale which is one of the chapter’s biggest 
annual events.  The proceeds from the native plant sale 
go to scholarships for students in the Forestry and Natural 
Resources Program at Oregon State University.  In addition 
to the scholarship funding the native plant sale provides 
an opportunity for our urban neighbors to interact with 
OSWA members and also brings chapter members 
together to make the event work.  Karen has done a great 
job of coordinating the past couple of years keeping all 
the moving parts moving forward together and Steve has 
pitched in tremendously with this effort as well.  Recently 
an opportunity to participate in sponsorship of a second 
Scandinavian Forestry Tour was presented to Washington 
County and Karen stepped up to lead coordination efforts.  
Karen and Steve have also had time to do some harvesting 
on their tree farm during the past year, have allowed their 
property to be used for Oregon Department of Forestry fire 
training and provide storage for the Washington County 
plant sale trailer on their property.  As a team, Karen and 
Steve make a major contribution to the chapter’s success.   

Yamhill County - Mike Barnes was selected as Yamhill 
County’s Outstanding Volunteer of the Year. Mike has 
been actively engaged in the Yamhill County Chapter’s 
success for decades. He served on the OSWA Board, 
Executive Committee, and served as state president 
for several terms. His term on the Executive Committee 

John Westall,  
Pat Wheeler, &  
Scott Hanson



 OREGON FAMILY FORESTS NEWS • AUGUST 2015 • PAGE 17

OSWA News - 55th Annual Meeting
expired in 2010. In 2014 he was elected again as Second 
Vice President on OSWA’s Executive Committee. Mike 
coordinates Woodlands Carbon for OSWA and has served 
on the Northwest Regional Forest Practices Committee for 
over 30 years.  He was recently appointed chairman of the 
committee. Mike is active in Yamhill County and OSWA’s 
state programs as well as representing family forest owners 
with the Board of Forestry and on Forest Carbon issues. 

Oregon Forest Fair – On June 20th, the finale of the 
three day event was an outstanding Oregon Forest Fair 
at Chemeketa Community College. Over 60 vendors 
entertained over 350 participants during the daylong 
event.  There were four one hour speaker panels scattered 
throughout the day. Panels focused on Large Landowner 
Policy and Projections, Forestry Education of All Kinds, 
Buying and Selling Forestland, and Forest Products and 
Markets. This event was open to the public with many non-
OSWA family forest owners participating. OSWA added 
thirty two new memberships during the fair.

Forest Products & Marketing Panel - Scott Leavengood, 
Jeanne Shuttleworth, Mike Cloughesy, & Neil Schroeder

2016 Annual Meeting – The location of the 2016 Annual 
Meeting will not be determined until late November when 
the 2015 Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year is selected. 
The county that nominated the Outstanding Tree Farmer 
of the Year will be given the opportunity to host the 2016 
Annual Meeting if they choose to do so.  

Thank You! 
Oregon Small Woodlands Association Annual Meeting Sponsors

Port Blakely Tree Farms – Rosboro - Roseburg Forest Products - Starker Forests, Inc. - Boise Cascade 
C&D Lumber - Giustina Resources - JD Fulwiler Insurance - RSG Forest Products - Seneca Family of Companies  

 Swanson Group – Weyerhaeuser - Northwest Hardwoods – Silke Communications
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Beaetle-Mania 
By: Christine Buhl and Nick Hennemann

Wood-infesting beetles are typically secondary pests that 
attack trees already stressed by disease, drought, injury, 
etc. Large-scale beetle infestations don’t often occur on 
healthy trees, so promoting the health and vigor of trees 
also increases resistance to these pests. 

Beetles that cause the greatest concern for many small 
woodland landowners include bark beetles such as 
Douglas-fir, mountain pine, western pine and Ips beetles, 
and boring beetles such as ambrosia beetles and 
flatheaded fir borers. These beetles can directly contribute 
to tree mortality by damaging tissues that transport water 
and nutrients, and by introducing cell-clogging fungi.

Bark beetles tend to mass-attack trees and create extensive 
tunnels within inner bark and outer wood tissues. Boring 
beetles tend to cause less damage because they do not 
typically mass-attack trees and their tunnels, which drive 
perpendicularly into sapwood, are less extensive. Two 
key exceptions are ambrosia and flatheaded fir borers. 
Ambrosia beetles mass attack trees and bore into sapwood, 
but feed only on symbiotic fungi that the beetles cultivate 
themselves. Flatheaded fir borer adults lay eggs on outer 
bark crevices and the emerging larvae form winding 
tunnels within inner bark and outer wood tissues.

Prevention is the best defense against beetles. Plant local 
species and cultivars that are adapted to current and 
projected site conditions. Thin and reduce competition 
to promote tree growth and reduce susceptibility to most 
beetle pests. During periods of drought, increase spacing 
to give trees adequate water. Ips and Douglas-fir beetles 
will infest slash and fresh downed trees, respectively, 
which should be removed before spring, when the initial 
beetle flights begin. 

Bole sprays may be used before beetles infest but 
are expensive, time consuming and advised only for 
protection of high value trees. Pheromone treatments, if 
paired with appropriate stand management techniques 
(thinning, downed tree or slash removal), can be effective 
for deterring beetles. MCH is a pheromone that has 
proven to be highly effective for preventing Douglas-fir 
beetle attacks. Verbenone is a pheromone available for 
some pine-infesting beetle species, but results have been 
inconsistent.       

More information on these insect pests can be found at 
the ODF Forest Health page: http://www.oregon.gov/odf/
privateforests/pages/fhpests.aspx

 HOST TREE AGENT EXTERNAL SIGNS/SYMPTOMS

 DOUGLAS-FIR Douglas-fir beetle Streaming pitch, boring dust
  Flatheaded fir borer Oval exit holes

 TRUE FIRS, LARCH,  Flatheaded fir borer Oval exit holes
 HEMLOCK 

 LODGEPOLE Mountain pine beetle Pitch tubes, boring dust
    woodpecker damage

 PONDEROSA Western & Mountain Pitch tubes, boring dust, 
  pine  beetles woodpecker damage
  Ips beetles

 5-NEEDLE PINES Mountain pine beetle  Pitch tubes, boring dust, 
  Ips beetles woodpecker damage

*during drought pitch streams and tubes may be greatly reduced

Mountain pine beetle galleryPitch tube & woodpecker damage 
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Bald Eagle Recovery Numbers Soar:  
Prompting Possible changes to Forestry Rules
By Jennifer Weikel, Wildlife Biologist; and Nick Hennemann, Public Affairs ODF

Facing the road to extinction through the 1900’s, bald eagles made an amazing 
recovery. Bald eagles are doing particularly well in Oregon.  Because the bald 
eagles’ comeback has been so successful, they were removed from the federal 
and state threatened species lists.  However, the Forest Practices Act (FPA) rules 
protecting bald eagles remain in force, but the Board of Forestry (Board) will 
likely revise them soon.

Oregon has seen the bald eagle population rebound dramatically.  Breeding 
bald eagle pairs increased from only 66 in 1978 to over 500 in 2007.  Bald eagle 
breeding success improved during the same time which indicates a healthy 
population.

When federal and state agencies de-list a threatened or endangered species 
and forestry rules remain, the Board must revise its rules to reflect the de-listing. 
The Board will determine whether the rules should be retained. Depending on its decision, it may develop a new rule or 
remove the old one. 

In July 2014 the Board of Forestry started reviewing the bald eagle protection rules.  To help the Board, ODF staff began 
writing and continues developing a technical report about the bald eagle population’s status.  The paper will include rule 
options the Board may consider.  The Board will receive written and oral reports at its November meeting. The Board will 
likely decide what rules, if any, should be made regarding bald eagles in early 2016.  The changes will likely take effect in 
late 2016.

Bald Eagle roost in Lincoln County on 
member’s property

Real Estate Valuation Services 
Appraisal of Timberland, Recreational Land,

and Agricultural Property
State Certified Appraisers in Oregon, Washington, and Idaho

Forestry  Environmental  Geospatial
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we provide a full range of natural resource services.
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Managing Your Forest to a Set of Standards 
By Joe Holmberg

In April, the Oregon Tree Farm System (OTFS) underwent a 
third party audit to determine whether its American Forest 
Foundation’s (AFF) Sustainability Standards are being 
practiced. The set of AFF standards protect and enhance 
natural resources such as air, water, soil, fish, wildlife, 
biodiversity; the overall health of their forests.  Oregon has 
over 1200 Tree Farms managing over 800,000 acres. OTFS is 
the state affiliate of the American Tree Farm System (ATFS) 
which is an internationally recognized Forest Certification 
organization and part of AFF.  

ATFS is the oldest national family forestland owner 
organization, which had its origins in Portland in 1941. 
The Tree Farm program is mutually recognized by the 
international Programme for the Endorsement of Forest 
Certification (PEFC) and the Sustainable Forestry Initiative 
(SFI), a United States forest certification system used by 
most industrial forest landowners and mills.  What’s the 
importance of all this? Having its management standards 
reviewed and approved by PEFC verifies that its standards 
do promote healthy sustainably managed forests. SFI 
recognition gives Tree Farmers access to mills requiring 
certified wood. Third party audits verify that Tree Farmers 
are following the standards.

Oregon passed the audit. It confirmed that Oregon Tree 
Farmers are passionate about managing their forestland 
and are managing their forests to a high standard. The 
third party auditors, one from Canada and the other from 
Mississippi, are part of the accounting firm Pricewaterhouse 
Coopers (PWC). They visited 34 randomly selected Tree 
Farms. The audit listed 62 “findings”.  Some were procedural, 
such as acreage discrepancies between what was recorded 
in the OTFS database and the Tree Farmer’s management 
plan, and inadequate referencing in management plans. 

No major non-conformities were identified but a few 
minor non-conformities were noted such as delays in 
reforestation.  

Of the 62 findings, 32 were “Good Management 
Practices”.  These were instances where the auditors 
observed good forest management activities on Tree 
Farms that went above and beyond those prescribed by 
the Sustainability Standards. These Good Management 
Practices included such practices as fencing cattle out 
of riparian areas and cooperating with educational 

institutions on research projects.

ATFS is developing a corrective action plan to address the 
nonconformities.  Oregon will be asked to verify the acres 
appearing in management plans with those written on the 
Inspection form and to ensure all required management 
plan elements appear and are discussed at a level 
consistent with the intensity of management. 

It took a lot of time and work for the Tree Farmers randomly 
selected to be assessed, for the Tree Farm Inspectors who 
volunteered their time to coordinate the assessment, 
and the OTFS Board members who facilitated the entire 
audit. Tree Farmers audited by county include: Baker 
County Tree Farmers - Lyle & Dean DeFrees, Ed Mosiman, 
Gregg Smith, and Dan Warnock; Benton County Tree 
Farmer - Starker Forests; Clackamas County Tree Farmers 
- Molly Farkas, Foothill Forestry, Forest Home Woodlands, 
Wilma Guttridge, Hardy Timber, Harmon Family, John 
Hollingsworth, Bret & Sandy Richards, Gilbert Shibley, and 
Jack & Dee Thronson; Crook County Tree Farmer – Mark 
Copeland; Deschutes County Tree Farmers - Charley Miller, 
Carson Taylor, Robert Windlinx, and Galen Wunsch; Grant 
County Tree Farmers - Lance & Jennifer Barker, Dan O’Brien, 
and Byron Nelson; Jefferson County Tree Farmer - Eugene 
Kauffman; Linn County Tree Farmers - Avery Family Forest, 
Cascade Timber Consulting, and Giustina Resources; 
Marion County Tree Farmer Abbey Foundation; and Union 
County Tree Farmers - Dan Clerget, Bill DeMastus, Kenny 
Faulkner, Chris & Donna Heffernan, Andrew Huber, and 
Jennie Tucker. 

Tree Farm Inspectors who volunteered their time to 
coordinate the audit included: Oregon Department of 
Forestry foresters Kirk Ausland, Mike Haasken, Jamie 
Knight, Logan McCrae, Stuart Otto, and Elden Ward & 
private foresters Ken Everett, Pete Mastenbroek, Russ 
Minten, Jerry Witler, and Dave Zentzis.  Several OTFS Board 
members were involved in the preparation and facilitation 
of the audit.  Connie Atkinson collaborated with AFF, 
PWC, inspectors, and the tree farmers to set up the audit 
schedule. There was a four day window required by AFF 
and PWC.  Other OTFS Board members actively involved 
in the audit included Michael Atkinson, Mike Barsotti, 
Joe Holmberg, Steve Vaught, and Jim James. The entire 
event was a huge team effort. Oregon’s next third party 
assessment will be in 2020.
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Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year Woods Tour - Much to See 
By Mike Barsotti

On June 19th, Linda Butts and family, 2014 Oregon 
Outstanding Tree Farmers of the Year, hosted a tour of their 
145 acre McCully Mountain Timber, LLC property. It was 
part of this year’s Oregon Small Woodland Association’s 
Annual Meeting. Approximately 175 people were treated 
to examples of Douglas-fir and oak management, and 
equipment demonstrations that ground brush, stumps 
and rock. This was also an OSWA Howdy Neighbor which 
is funded by a grant from the Oregon Forest Resources 
Institute (OFRI). Other sponsors included, Oregon Tree 
Farm System, OSWA’s Linn County Chapter, OSU Forestry 
Extension, Oregon Department of Forestry, and Sustainable 
Forestry Initiative (SFI) Implementation Committee. 

The Linn County tree farm, approximately 25 miles east 
of Salem, had three stations. Fran Cafferata-Coe, a private 
wildlife consultant, and Laura Tesler, Oregon Dept. of 
Fish and Wildlife biologist, discussed Oregon White Oak 
management. The station was adjacent to the Butts’ 18 
acre oak woodland restoration area. Cafferata-Coe also 
discussed song bird habitat as the station was near a recent 
clear-cut. Clear-cuts and other early seral habitat areas are 
primary feeding and breeding areas for many song bird 
species. Laura Tesler discussed other wildlife one would 
expect to find on McCully Mountain Timber, LLC. 

 

The second station covered intensive Douglas-fir 
management. Tammy Cushing, Oregon State University’s 
(OSU) Starker Chair of Private and Family Forestry, and 
Mike Cloughesy, OFRI’s Director of Forestry, discussed 
the economic ramifications of short rotations with no 
commercial thinnings verses longer rotations with multiple 
commercial thinning operations. The station was in the 
middle of a 38-year-old Douglas-fir plantation that had 
just completed its second commercial thinning operation. 
Spacing, timber volumes and potential markets were 
additional topics discussed.

The third station, placed in the midst of an older uneven 
age natural Douglas-fir stand, had Stephen Fitzgerald, 
OSU’s Extension Silviculture Specialist and Director of the 
College of Forestry’s Research Forests, lead discussions 
on options for managing uneven age conifer stands. 
Determining patch cut sizes was a topic that led to much 
discussion.  A portion of this older stand is on shallow soils 
making it susceptible to wind-throw and thus limiting 
management options. 

 

The program started with an equipment demonstration 
grinding a large pile of stumps into wood chips. 
While traveling to station 1, participants were given a 
demonstration of equipment clearing scotch broom, 
Himalayan blackberry, and brush. Following the three 
station visits participates watched a grinder turning pit run 
rock into the size of 4” minus crushed rock. 

Fran Cafferata-Coe and  
Laura Tesler discuss  
forest wildlife issues

Mike Cloughesy and 
Tammy Cushing 
discuss  thinning 
and economics 
associated 
with different  
management 
decisions

Stephen 
Fitzgerald 
discusses 
unevenaged 
management 
in a mature 
westside forest

continued on page 22

Stump Grinding
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Following the site visits the participants enjoyed a catered 
lunch. Linda Butts and family were presented with several 
awards. 

Judging from the amount of discussion between speakers 
and participants, the tour addressed key questions facing 
many family forest landowners. The tree farm, weather, 
food and participants made for an enjoyable event.

Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year Woods Tour – Continued

Dick Courter, OTFS Recognition Chairman, presents Linda Butts 
and family with the Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year Plaque. 
(from left to right) Linda and sons Thom and Gary, daughter-in-law 
Renay, & grandsons Keith and Christopher Outstanding Tree Farmers  

By Dick Courter, ACF, CF, Chair, OTFS Recognition Committee  

Oregon Tree Farm System, Inc. (OTFS) takes considerable 
pride in recognizing outstanding Tree Farmers of the Year, 
now for nearly 50 years. Several have achieved National 
Tree Farmer of the year recognition and Oregon ranks 
number one in most Regional Tree Farmers recognized. 

The outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year award program 
recognizes landowners doing exceptional forest 
management on their property and an exceptional 
job of promoting productive forestry.  Through public 
recognition these individuals are held up as leaders in 
sustainable forestry while their lands demonstrate the 
benefits of good forest management.

Each year, through volunteer efforts of foresters, many 
certified Tree Farmers participate in the outstanding Tree 
Farmer of the Year selection process.  Foresters from across 
the State recognize Tree Farmers who represent the best 
of the best.

For many years OTFS has encouraged the Oregon Small 
Woodlands Association (OSWA) County Chapters to 
assume the lead in selecting County Candidates. OSWA 
Chapters are encouraged to form a permanent selection 
committee to include the local Extension Forester, Forest 
Practices Forester, OTFS inspecting foresters, interested 
Chapter members, past County Tree Farmers of the Year 
and Consulting Foresters to assist in selecting nominees.

 It is important to emphasize that this recognition program 
begins at the County level.  Every County has outstanding 
Tree Farmers deserving recognition. We encourage 
each County to submit a nominee.  OSWA Chapters 
encompassing two or more Counties are permitted to 

select a candidate for each County within their Chapter.  
Candidate participation by each County is important to 
the strength of this recognition program. 

OSWA Chapters are encouraged to begin their selection 
process at least one year in advance of the yearly drop 
dead entry date of June 1. Nominees must be a certified 
tree farmer through the American Tree Farm System. To 
become certified Tree Farmers must have an up to date 
management plan. 

Each year the Oregon Tree Farmer of the Year and all 
County nominees are recognized at the OTFS Annual 
Recognition Luncheon held at the World Forestry Center, 
Portland, Oregon on Monday Thanksgiving week. The 
program highlight is a video composition of all current 
year nominees.

Outstanding Tree Farmers to be recognized at the 
November 23, 2015 awards luncheon are John & Cathy 
Dummer - Washington County, Greg & Barbara Vollmer - 
Benton County, David & Karen Bateman - Linn County, Bill 
& Mary Potterf - Jackson County and Defrees Ranch - Baker 
County.

OSWA Chapters, please place November 23, 2015 on 
your newsletter calendar to encourage your members 
attendance, notify Dick Courter the name of your Selection 
Committee Chair and encourage your selection committee 
to begin the selection process for 2016 nominations. 
Should your potential candidate not be a Certified Tree 
Farmer you have plenty of time to accomplish that task. 
Not sure if a Tree Farmer is certified, please phone Dick 
Courter, 503.297.1660.
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Ranch Receives Recognition for 50 Years as a Certified Tree Farm 
By Kirk Ausland, ODF Stewardship Forester, John Day

With little more than love and work ethic, Scottish 
immigrants John and Margaret Masson settled in the 
United States near the turn of the 20th century and made 
their ranching dream a reality in 1917. Through the purchase 
of a small ranch which they added to through homestead 
application and small parcel acquisition of eastern Oregon 
landscape, the couple established The Masson Place, a 
ranch that today has become the Box T Ranch west of Mt. 
Vernon, Oregon. The ranch now totals 3,696 acres with 
nearly 1,200 acres being designated as forest land. Today, 
Roger and Meredith Ediger represent the family’s third 
generation to operate the 98 year-old ranch.

Although he lived in John Day, Roger spent his early years 
growing up on the ranch, working with his grandfather 
and uncle.  His uncle, Jack Masson, operated the ranch at 
that time and enrolled the timber ground in the Tree Farm 
program.  Roger can recall planting trees every spring 
beginning in the late fifties and early sixties.  Portions of 
the ranch were also logged during the same era by Clyde 
Holliday. In 1962, the ranch was certified as a Tree Farm 
by the Oregon Tree Farm System. Over the years, the 
Ediger’s have been very proactive in the management of 
their forest lands through the use of prescribed fire and 
pre-commercial thinning. Roger and Meredith’s goal has 
always been to leave a healthy, fire resistant forest for 
future generations.

The Box T Ranch is also home for one of the largest trees 

currently growing in Grant County. The Douglas-fir tree, 
referred to by the family as “General Grant”, has a diameter 
of 72 inches and is a significant land mark for the ranch. 
The tree is estimated to have in excess of 9,000 board feet 
of lumber and an age of over 600 years. 

Roger retired after 30 years as an educator for District 3, 
while Meredith worked 17 years as the Grant County court 
clerk. The couple plans to continue in their activity day to 
day operations of the Box T Ranch as they see it become a 
Century Farm/Ranch.

The Oregon Tree Farm System is a non-profit organization 
affiliated with the National Tree Farm System and American 
Forest Foundation. Their purpose is to help private 
forest landowners manage their lands with the goals of 
conserving forest, water, and wildlife while promoting 
natural resources based recreational opportunities. They 
support the responsible harvest of renewable resources 
and the Oregon Wood Products Industry. 

“As stewards of this finite resource, it is the obligation of 
the ranch family to pass the land to the next generation 
in better condition than when they assumed care for it”, 
Roger O. Ediger, 2010. 

Roger Ediger and family displaying 50 Year ATFS Sign One of largest DF trees in Grant County
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