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Date Set and Program Ready for 2016 OSWA Annual Meeting
By Jim James 
Oregon Small Woodlands Association (OSWA)’s 56th Annual Meeting is set for Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday, June 9th, 10th, and 11th in Baker City. This year’s meeting is hosted by 
OSWA’s Baker County Chapter. It will include celebrating the 75th Anniversary of the American 
Tree Farm System, an informative program on topics of interest to family forest owners, two 
woods tours, including the Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year Woods Tour, OSWA Annual 
Membership Meeting, Awards Banquet, and Silent Auction.  The indoor events will be held at 
the OSU Extension Facility, 2600 East Street, Baker City. 

2016 OSWA Annual Meeting Sponsors:

Thursday, June 9th – The three day event will begin with an afternoon woods tour of Eileen 
and Brent Gyllenberg’s property near Baker City that experienced the Windy Ridge - Cornet 
Fire in 2015. The tour will focus on preparing for fire, fire protection, and after the fire. The 
Gyllenberg’s were able to save their house, but lost a nearby shop.  OSWA’s Board Meeting 
will be Thursday evening.  All members are welcome to attend. There will be a Board dinner 
option for those who wish to join the Board for dinner. 

Friday, June 10th - Keynote Speaker Tom Martin, President of American Forest Foundation 
will speak on the past, present, and future of the American Tree Farm System (ATFS). The 
program to follow will include experts on the Resilience of Northeast Oregon, Fire, and the 
many challenges facing family forest owners with a focus on Eastern Oregon. The luncheon 
speaker will be Dick Courter who will discuss the history of ATFS in Oregon. The evening 
Awards Banquet will recognize Chapter Outstanding Volunteers, OSWA’s 2016 Riggin’ Slinger 
Award, nominees for 2016 Outstanding Tree Farmers of the Year, and recipients of 25 and 50 
Year ATFS signs. 2015 County Outstanding Tree Farmers of the Year will be recognized as well 
as Oregon Department of Forestry’s Operators of the Year. The Friday evening program will 
begin with a Silent Auction Social.   

continued on page 6
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The OSWA Vision
To see privately owned 
family woodlands are a 

thriving part of Oregon’s 
landscape in 2050.

Our Mission 
Statement
Oregon Small  

Woodlands Association 
shall be an 

 effective force in 
addressing statewide 

forestry issues that are 
critical to family forest-

landowners by:

Educating and informing 
the owners of forested 
tracts and the public 
regarding forestry 
and family forestland 
management issues.

Providing a medium for 
the exchange of ideas 
about family forestland 
by landowners, public 
agencies, consultants, 
and timber industry 
personnel.

Serving as a forum to 
make recommendations 
for investigating and 
solving problems, and 
for improving forest 
management, harvesting, 
and marketing.

Representing the owners 
of family forestlands to 
the general public and 
before legislative bodies 
and regulatory agencies.

OSWA President’s Message Scott Hanson

Oregon Small Woodlands Association  •  www.oswa.org
187 High St. NE, Suite 208  •  Salem, OR 97301  •  503-588-1813

Slash Burning Issues Near Cities
A current major state-level effort in Oregon through many 
organized committees has been tasked with finding new and 
creative ways to fund fire suppression costs in Oregon.  The last two 
calendar years (2014 and 2015) have seen more wildfires and the 
costs of fighting wildfires continues to go up and up.  The mantra 
in Salem is that the Oregon Department of Forestry needs much 
larger budgets to fight wildfire.  Where shall the money come 
from?  Does money come from woodland owners or through the 
state’s general fund?  Not as much discussion centers on how does 
society (family woodland owners, industrial forestland owners, 
public forestland owner’s {federal, state, and county} and the general public reduce fuel load 
in our forests.  The notion of reducing fuel load on both public and private owned forestlands 
sounds good in theory, but there is much less enthusiasm in the practice of reducing fuel 
loads.  Big cities in Oregon above a threshold population level have a concentric ring beyond 
the city limit.  Stretching out six miles from the city limit is a doughnut shaped area referred to 
as Open Burning Control Area (OBCA) monitored by the Department of Environmental Quality.  
Currently no burning is allowed in the OBCA to protect air quality for nearby urban areas.  Air 
quality is important to all Oregonians, but there is a tradeoff between protecting air quality 
and removing fuel load to protect against fires.  Oregon Small Woodland Association (OSWA) 
has some members that live within the OBCA.  These woodland owners have deferred tax 
status with the intent to both grow and harvest trees.  But the inability to burn small slash piles 
challenges woodland owners to regenerate trees on their land.  OSWA plans to meet ODF fire 
officials to discuss and lobby for a middle ground between good air quality and the removal 
of obstacles to replant seedlings via burning slash piles.  OSWA feels the massive large fires 
on public lands is much more harmful to air quality then educated woodland owners burning 
small piles of slash a few miles out past city limits.      

OSWA President – Passing the Baton
My tenure as President of Oregon Small Woodlands Association (OSWA) will come to a close 
this June 2016 at the OSWA Annual Meeting in Baker City, Oregon.  I have met a lot of new 
people who have a passion for telling OSWA’s story throughout our state and have fought to 
protect your rights to manage your woodland within the rules of Oregon’s Forest Practice Act.  
In Oregon there are many tools and educational opportunities available for woodland owners 
to choose from in managing their land: I believe OSWA’s role is to keep open the full range of 
choices while also protecting public goods like air, water, and fish.  It was explained to me once 
that forestry has a social contract with all citizens of Oregon to plant and harvest trees, provide 
wood products to the community, and protect other resources deemed valuable in our State.  
I hope this social contract remains intact and robust for many generations to come. OSWA 
will be in good hands as Rick Barnes from Roseburg, Oregon becomes the new President of 
OSWA. It was an honor for me to serve as your President. Rick and his wife Audrey have a long 
history of volunteering and promoting sound forest management in Oregon.  Please give Rick 
your full support through volunteering opportunities, attending activities, and educating the 
public about positive aspects of woodland management.                           

continued on page 6
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Our Tree Farm 
Vision

To promote the growing 
of renewable forest 
resources on private 

lands while protecting 
environmental benefits 
and increasing public 
understanding of all 

benefits of productive 
forestry

Our Mission 
Statement

Help Oregon family forest 
owners sustainably care 
for their woodlands by:

• Raising the Tree Farm 
brand profile with key 
audiences.

• Increase Tree Farm 
membership.

•Promote multi-
generational ownership 
of family forests.

• Develop stronger 
partnerships to leverage 
accomplishment of 
mutual goals.

Tree Farm Chair’s Message Scott Hayes

Oregon Tree Farm System Looks to the Future
Twenty Oregon delegates joined over two hundred national leaders 
at the American Tree Farm System’s 2016 National Leadership 
Award at the Leadership Conference in Seattle in February.  As I 
wrote in the last newsletter, Joe Holmberg was honored with a 
standing ovation during the conference banquet after he received 
the National Leadership Award.  CEO Tom Martin presented the 
award to Joe for his outstanding State and National volunteer 
service.

A second highlight of the Seattle meeting was the celebration of 
the American Tree Farm System’s 75th Anniversary.  In the coming 
months we will continue to look back at our Oregon success in helping family woodland 
owners.  At the same time your OTFS board is focusing on the future.

The Board of Trustee recently adopted a new vision for ATFS.  Here’s a brief summary for the 
western states:

Our work with family woodland owners is rooted in the values that have driven ATFS 
for 75 years:  wood, water, wildlife and recreation.  Moving forward, we have an 
opportunity to do even more to address today’s important ecological and economic 
issues.  In the West, AFF and ATFS will protect clean drinking water for 22 million 
fellow Americans by making family woodlands more resilient to wildfire. 

In the coming years the Oregon Tree Farm board will help implement this new vision.  Of 
course our seventeen district chair inspection coordinators and 77 trained volunteer 
inspectors will continue to serve family woodland owners in the management of their lands.

In February tree farm members received a fund drive letter asking for your support to 
continue Oregon Tree Farm certification.  To date 108 members donated $9,857, pushing us 
over our eight thousand dollar goal!  Thank you very much.

June 11 marks the celebration of Oregon’s Outstanding Tree Farmers of the Year, with Lyle 
and Dean Defrees hosting a tour of their ranch near Baker City.  I hope to see you there for a 
great event!

Oregon Tree Farm System  •  www.otfs.org
187 High St. NE, Suite 208  •  Salem, OR 97301  •  503-362-0242

continued on page 6
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OSWA Executive Director’s Report 

Spring is here and 2016 is well 
underway. OSWA’s Annual 
Meeting program is set and I 
believe the Annual Meeting 
June 9th, 10th, and 11th in 
Baker City will be a great 
meeting. We have some great 
tours, programs, and awards 
banquet for those who attend. 
Membership renewals continue 
to trickle in and we are at the 
93% retention rate, about the 
same as last year. We have 

added 70 new members.  Welcome new members. Those 
members who have not paid their dues will be dropped 
soon. Chapter rebates should be mailed to chapters 
before the end of May. 

The Advisory Riparian Rule Writing Committee has met 
three times and is scheduled to meet two more times 
before the Department of Forestry will take riparian rule 
recommendations to the Board of Forestry for approval 
at the July 20th Board of Forestry meeting in Salem.  See 
article on page 7. I will send out more details in an email 
blast as we get closer to the July board meeting date.  We 
will want to have a good OSWA presence at the meeting. 

Each year the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board 
(OWEB) tracks voluntary projects done by private forest 
owners to improve fish habitat in Oregon’s forest streams. 

By Jim James

See article and letter on page 17 and 18. Projects can be 
as simple as replacing a culvert that did not allow fish 
passage with one that does, replacing a culvert that is 
not functioning properly, planting additional trees in the 
riparian area, or placing logs or structures in streams to 
create pools beneficial to fish. These voluntary projects 
are part of Oregon’s Plan for Salmon and Watersheds. It 
is important to report these projects to OWEB so they can 
be included in the annual Oregon Watershed Restoration 
Inventory (OWRI).  This important database spans 20 years 
and contains nearly 17,000 completed restoration projects.  
At this time, only 58 projects have been reported for 2015, 
almost half of last year’s amount. If anyone has done a 
project that qualifies, but has not reported it to OWEB, I 
encourage you to do so. The deadline for 2015 projects is 
June 10th. To report projects, contact OWRI Online with 
their friendly reporting tool: http://apps.wrd.state.or.us/
apps/oweb/owrio/default.aspx One can contact OWRI 
Coordinator, Bobbi Riggers (503) 986-0059 if there are  
any questions.

How to fund fire prevention and fire protection continues 
to be a focus for OSWA. Roger Beyer has represented 
OSWA’s interests in a series of meetings during the last 
three months. OSWA is also tracking some initiative 
petition proposals that could create some real hardships 
on forest owners. See Roger’s Legislative Update on  
page 8.  

I hope to see everyone in Bake City June 9th, 10th and 11th. 

Revenue
2014/2015  
Approved 

Budget

2014/2015  
Actual 
Budget

2015/2016  
Approved 

Budget

2015/2016  
Actual 

Budget 3-31-16

Dues 166,800 166,900 166,800 155,939

Parton Program 28,000 30,500 29,000 11,500

OSWA Fund Drive 7,000 7,925 8,000 5,850

Grants 21,000 16,000 26,000 5,000

Other 28,200 45,735 33,700 9,239

Totals 251,000 267,060 263,500 187,532

Expenses
Chapter Dues Rebate 16,300 16,000 16,300 0

Wages & Prof. Services 111,300 98,884 98,000 49,925

Legislative Expense 33,000 33,000 33,000 13,750

 Publications 12,600 23,069 19,500 9,345

 Office & Op. Expenses 52,2000 86,227 74,800 23,978

Totals 233,000 257,180 241,600 96,998

Profit 18,000 9,880 21,900 90,533

OSWA Budget 
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When fire season goes into effect, the agency’s districts 
west of the Cascades will use the Industrial Fire Precaution 
Level system, known as IFPL. Familiarize yourself with 
these requirements. Some things to consider, regardless of 
time restrictions, is shutting down spark emitting activity 
when the humidity drops below 30 percent; 35 percent if 
accompanied by wind. If you need a waiver to continue to 
work under high fire danger conditions, make sure to work 
with your Oregon Department of Forestry representative 
well in advance to take steps that will help make your 
operation fire safe. Stay current on fire restrictions and 
closures by visiting www.oregon.gov/ODF and click on Fire 
Restrictions and Closures. 

For anyone operating near homes, consider how you can 
protect yourself and property by creating “defensible 
space.”  Remove dead or any other flammable vegetation 

close to the house, prune trees from the 
ground up to keep fire out of crowns, and 
move firewood piles at least 20 feet uphill 
from the structure. This fuel break will help 
prevent fire from reaching the house and 
give firefighters room to work effectively 
and safely. 

By taking these steps, you can preserve 
that which is most important to you: your 
land, your home and the well-being of 
your family and workers.

Fire Lines

Early Awareness and Action Helps Prevent Wildfires 
By Tom Fields, Fire Prevention Coordinator, Oregon Department of Forestry

Three consecutive catastrophic fire seasons cost you and 
your fellow Oregonians 225,000 acres of burned privately 
owned forests and firefighting costs of over $260 million. 
As a small woodland owner, you can take charge now 
by preparing and later by following fire season rules and 
restrictions. 

To help prevent prepare now, go back and check slash piles 
burned over the winter and spring. Large, dense (dirty) 
piles can hold heat for extended periods of time and will 
flare up with a little wind and rise in temperature. If heat or 
smoke is visible, be sure to pull the pile(s) apart, trail them 
and sufficiently mop them up. Because slash burning takes 
place outside fire season under low or moderate fire risk, 
people often overlook escaped slash fires. Escaped slash 
fires is the number one cause of logging related fires with 
an average of 39 fires and 489 acres burned annually. Many 
of these fires not only escape the harvest 
unit, but also cross property lines. 

 If you filed notifications to do work in the 
coming months, make sure all workers 
have completed the OR-OSHA required 
fire refresher training. Contact your local 
Oregon Department of Forestry or forest 
protective association office for more 
information. Also, take time to review 
fire season requirements such as fire 
watch service, water supply, fire tools, 
extinguishers, and spark arresters on 
equipment and power saws. 
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February 2016 OSWA Patrons
Thank You

Gold
Hancock Timber Resource Group
Oregon Forest Resource Institute

Port Blakely Tree Farm
Rosboro

Starker Forests

Silver
Barnes & Associates

Boise Cascade
Alice and Peter Bregman

Cascade Timber Consultants
C&D Lumber

Giustina Land & Timber
Giustina Resources

JD Fulwiler Insurance
Mason, Bruce, and Girard

Olympic Resource Management
Roseburg Forest Products

RSG Forest Products
Schmidt Family Forest, LLC

Seneca Sawmill
Stimson Lumber Company

Swanson Group
Weyerhaeuser

Bronze
Campbell Global

Coast Range Conifers, LLC
Dale Cyler and Brenda Woodard

Freres Lumber Company
Frank Lumber Company

Hampton Affiliates
International paper

Lone Rock
Nordic Veneer

Northwest Hardwoods
Miami Corporation

OSWA President’s Message cont’d

Need for County and State Volunteers
There is a continued need on the county chapter level 
(like Clackamas County Farm Forestry Association) and at 
the state level (like OSWA) for volunteers to step forward 
and help carry out programs and serve as board officers.  
We need to grow membership and encourage active 
membership.  We need to encourage the next generation 
to get involved as many veteran leaders have reached the 
time to slow down and step aside.  Have you spoken to your 
children or grandchildren about attending tree school as 
a first step? Have you invited the next generation to assist 
you a couple Saturdays a year to help pile brush, clean out 
debris near a culvert, or plant seedlings, etc? One step is 
the start of a journey. Woodland owners represent the 
most diverse group I have been around.  In many cases a 
woodland owner family makes their primary living outside 
the forestry sector.  Small woodland ownership is a cross 
between a noneconomic hobby and an investment.  They 
are learning on the fly and there is much to learn.  OSWA 
and county chapters can be of help.  Diverse backgrounds 
translate to diversity of thought.  All are welcome!  

Saturday, June 11th – A morning Outstanding Tree 
Farmer of the Year woods tour will visit the Defrees 
Ranch just outside of Baker City. It will focus on Property 
History; Balancing Ranching with Forestry, Afforestation, 
Thinning, Uneven Aged Management, Ecology, 
Economics, Wildlife Management, Aspen Restoration, 
and Equipment Demonstrations.     

There will be many activities for family forest owners 
throughout the three days of events.  Brochures were 
mailed to members of OSWA and OTFS the week of April 
25th along with family forest owners in Baker, Grant, 
Union, and Wallowa Counties. The public is invited 
to participate.  The brochure can be found on OSWA’s 
website www.oswa.org A registration form can be found 
on page 27 of this newsletter. The Best Western Sunridge 
Inn in Baker City has offered discount rates for those who 
identify themselves as being with OSWA.  Registration 
is requested by June 2nd. This will be a great meeting 
and I hope members take advantage of this opportunity 
to mingle with those with similar interests, visit with 
friends, and enjoy a great program.  

  2016 OSWA Annual Meeting cont’d
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Riparian Rule Writing Advisory Committee Update 
By Jim James

Several OSWA members have been actively participating in 
the Riparian Rule Writing Advisory Committee appointed 
by the Department of Forestry. There are 12 members on 
the committee and 7 alternates who attend the meetings. 
OSWA members include Mike Barnes representing 
Regional Forest Practices Committees, Dick Courter 
representing a landowner who will be impacted by the 
new riparian rules, Rex Storm representing Associated 
Oregon Loggers, Jim James representing OSWA, and 
alternates Rick Barnes, Scott Hayes, and Stanford Hillman.  
The Department of Forestry will make the final decision of 
what will be included in their recommended riparian rule 
language presented to the Board of Forestry on July 20th 
in Salem.  ODF is trying to get consensus from a diverse 
group of stakeholders on as many elements of the rules as 
they can. The Departments recommendations to the Board 
of Forestry will include identifying items where consensus 
was reached and differing points of view when consensus 
could not be reached. The Board of Forestry will make the 
final decision.  

The Committee has met three times and has two more 
meetings scheduled to complete its task.  Consensus has 
been reached on language around how wildlife trees will 
be considered in the Basal Area requirements, a working 
definition of Parcel when determining regulatory relief 

if a landowner is impacted by more than 10% of their 
property, and that the Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife’s data base for streams with salmon, steelhead, 
and bull trout is the best tool available to determine which 
streams will need to use the new rules.  

An unresolved issue is whether all of the SSBT streams in 
the ODF&W data base should be used. Only about 80% of 
the streams in the data base have been listed by actual fish 
presence information.  The other 20% are listed because 
of professional judgement. There is no consensus about 
using streams without actual SSBT presence detected since 
the Protecting Cold Water standard, that the new rules are 
designed to meet, only requires the PCW be adhered to 
when SSBT are present in the stream.  

Other issues where consensus is likely to be reached 
includes the size of conifer trees needed to count in 
the conifer tree count per 1000 feet for small streams, 
determination of what portion of a non-SSBT stream above 
the main stem of a SSBT stream in a harvest unit will also 
get SSBT protections, and how to address the protections 
on streams that run in an easterly/westerly direction.  Issues 
needing some additional discussion include the definition 
of “well distributed” and the details around landowner 
relief.  My perspective is the advisory committee is working 
well with ODF to find consensus when possible. 

OSWA News

 

 
 

2016 BRONZE PATRON & ANNUAL MEETING SPONSOR 
Founded in 1967, Northwest Hardwoods specializes in producing hardwood lumber from all commercial species.
Northwest Hardwoods purchases logs, timber, timber deeds, and timber land.  Focus species are Alder and Big 
Leaf Maple. Below is contact information for our Raw Material Managers.

Garibaldi, OR.
202 South 7th 
Garibaldi, OR 97118
Raw Material Manager: 
  Lee Adkins (541) 290-9892  

Coos Bay, OR. 
93386 Coos-Sumner Lane
Coos Bay, OR 97420
Raw Material Manager:  
  Ed Groves (541) 404-3701

Eugene, OR.  
90189 Prairie Road
Eugene, OR 97404 
  Raw Material Manager: Dick Walton (541) 206-4105
  Resource Manager: Tim Tracy (541) 231-4758

Centralia, WA. 
3000 Galvin Road
Centralia, WA 9853
  Raw Material Manager: Jeremy Martin (360) 520-5565

Longview, WA.
120 Industrial Way
Longview, WA 98632
  Raw Material Manager: Steve Axtell (360) 430-0885
  Resource Manager: John Anderson (360) 807-7726
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Legislative Update 
By Roger Beyer

2016 SESSION WRAP UP

The 2016 Regular Session of the Oregon Legislature 
adjourned sine die on March 3 after 32 grueling days. The 
Session was the third official “short session,” constitutionally 
mandated for even numbered years and limited to 35 
calendar days. Odd number years have a “long session” not 
to exceed 160 days.

While there were not many issues that OSWA directly 
engaged in, there was no shortage of major issues, and 
this year’s session was notable mainly for the number of 
complex bills introduced and passed. When voters passed 
the constitutional amendment allowing for short sessions 
in even numbered years, the intent was that those sessions 
would not tackle complex, highly controversial issues. 
Those good intentions were left in the dust this year, as 
legislators debated and passed everything from minimum 
wage increases to renewable energy portfolio standards 
(RPS).  In all, 284 measures were introduced this short 
session, about one tenth the typical number for a long 
session. 

While major policy changes were being debated and 
passed, left behind were two bills aimed at fixing some 
of the real and technical problems with Oregon’s newly 
enacted sick leave law.  These bills are exactly the sort of 
legislation that the short session of the legislature was 
intended to deal with and both died in committee without 
receiving a public hearing.

 If one doesn’t consider the negatives addressed above 
and with the 2016 OSWA priorities for the session as a 
guideline, I would declare the session a success.  We 
secured all necessary funds to pay for the 2015 firefighting 
costs without cutting other programs in the Department 
of Forestry, defeated a bill which would have required 
forestland owners who have homes on their land as 
rental property to annually test the water supply if from 
a well and submit those tests to Oregon Health Authority, 
successfully changed the definition of renewable fuel to 
include electricity from bio-mass facilities built prior to 
1995 and passed a resolution congratulating the American 
Tree Farm system for 75 years of promoting good forest 
stewardship. 

2016 INITIATIVES

The election this fall could prove to be quite interesting for 
the business community if some proposed ballot measures 
qualify for the ballot.  Four specifically worth noting are:

IP #28, which would increase the gross revenue tax 
imposed on C-corporations.  As written, it is estimated to 
raise about $2.6 billion annually for state government.  Our 
Oregon, the group behind the initiative, is currently in the 
process of gathering signatures and it is expected to reach 
the required 88,000 by July 8th with ease.  A business tax 
increase of this magnitude will certainly have unintended 
consequences that will affect forest landowners.

IP #78, 79 & 80: These measures would amend the Forest 
Practices Act (FPA) to ban aerial spraying in forestry. 
Numbers 79 and 80 make additional changes to the FPA to 
restrict timber harvest. The Secretary of State verified that 
1,000+ signatures had been submitted for qualification to 
have a ballot title drafted. Currently the ballot titles for the 
measures are being challenged.  If any of these measures 
successfully qualify for the ballot in November forest 
landowners will be leading the battle in opposition.

In addition to the statewide issues, county initiatives are 
being circulated in Lane and Lincoln counties.  Both of 
these would ban the aerial application of herbicides on 
forestland and the Lincoln county measure would also 
declare that state preemption laws do not apply in the 
county.  Local measure signature requirements vary by 
county, so in Lane county 8,630 signatures are requires 
while in Lincoln only 1,163 are need to qualify the measures 
for the ballot.  The sponsors of the measures have two years 
from the time they begin to collect the required number of 
signatures.  Once the signatures are turned in, the measure 
will appear on the ballot at the next regular election, either 
May or November.  That means either of these measures 
could appear on the ballot as early as this November or as 
late as May of 2018; we will just need to wait and see.  In 
the meantime, OSWA members in those counties should 
be preparing to defend the use of all tools for use in forest 
management.

FIRE FUNDING WORKGROUP REPORT

The bad fire seasons experienced in past three years 
prompted the Department of Forestry (ODF) to convene 
a working group of stakeholders to look at the firefighting 
system and make recommendations for improvements.  
I was asked to represent OSWA on the workgroup and, 
as the only OSWA representative, I also serve on the 3 

OSWA News
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OSWA News

sub-committees appointed by the main group.  The 
workgroup first met in December 2015 and is scheduled to 
wrap up next month.  With the sub-committees meeting 
simultaneously, it has sometimes been challenging to 
make all the meetings but so far I have been able to.   

As we near the end date, I hesitate to call the work complete 
as I think there will be many unanswered questions.  I 
believe the time line is dictated more by the approaching 
fire season then all the questions being answered, so this 
process may be picked up again next winter.   Following 
are some highlights from the workgroup and each of the 
sub-committees:

One of the basic questions is who is responsible for paying 
to put out large fires?  In Oregon, we have a unique system 
of shared responsibility between the landowners and the 
public.  In our other neighboring states, the cost is almost 
solely placed on the public.  This has been one of the more 
difficult discussions, as the landowner representatives of 
the workgroup feel we are paying more than our fair share 
now while others on the workgroup think the public should 
not be responsible for any costs.  So far we have held our 
own, but ultimately that question will be answered by the 
legislature.  There is agreement that Oregon has the best 
approach to fighting fires and that is likely because of the 
current shared responsibility model that we have in place.  
One of my goals for this effort is that nothing is done to 
change that basic premise.

One recommendation likely to come out of the large 
fire funding sub-committee is that there needs to be 
dedicated funds to pay for part of the costs.  A trust fund 
for fire is currently being discussed.  The details, in which 
the devil always hides, have yet to be determined.  As your 
representative, I am pushing for the funding to come from 
a public source such as lottery or general fund and that 
the fund is in the constitution so that it could not be raided 
for other uses.  This fund would grow over time so that 
ultimately it could be used to fund the entire public portion 
of the current model.  Landowners already pay into the 
Oregon Forest Landowner Protection Fund (OFLPF) which 
covers our share of the costs.  My vision is this new fund 
would mirror the OFLPF so we know the money is available 
when a fire breaks out.

All members of the sustainability sub-committee seem to 
agree if we can keep fires small we will save money.  Due 
to the Wildland Protection Act (WPA) of 2013, which OSWA 
and others helped to pass, landowners and the public 
share the cost of enhanced initial attack resources that are 

brought on board when fire conditions become extreme.  
The WPA, which has not yet fully been implemented, raised 
the level of initial attack resources from $2 to $5 million per 
year, with all the additional money coming from the OFLPF.  
Without those additional resources we know the past 3 
years would have been even worse than they were.  ODF 
will be bringing proposals to the next meeting to increase 
the amount of initial attack in $1 million increments.  If 
the data shows that additional resources can improve the 
system and help keep fires from becoming large, I believe 
this is an issue we will reach consensus on. 

The final sub-committee has focused on wildfire policy.  I 
would say it is more long term or big picture focused than 
the other two committees.  The main issues we are looking 
at are fire prevention and the interface between traditional 
private forestland with both public forests on one side and 
urban areas on the other.  These two areas seem to be 
what generate most of the expense when fighting large 
fires.  For Oregonians, the more expensive of the two is the 
interface with public landowners, as the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) pays for a majority of costs 
to fight fires when homes are threatened.  Some argue 
that this practice is what creates more pressure on the 
federal land fire management strategy as their resources 
many times are used to protect the urban interface, so the 
committee will be looking into that issue.  Additional fire 
prevention suggestions and a recommendation for the 
role of ODF in the urban interface areas are what I hope 
to see coming from the group.  The federal land interface 
is where the most cost issues arise, but that issue has been 
set aside as a long term issue that this group doesn’t have 
time to deal with.

This large and in-depth look at the cost of fire protection 
in Oregon has been interesting.  I don’t know if we will 
see recommendations for major changes coming from 
the work being done, and if there is, will they be acted 
upon by the legislature?  Looking back at history, the WPA 
was first recommended by a similar working group nearly 
10 years prior to the legislature passing it.  I have been 
keeping that in mind as we work on recommendations 
and the need to focus on bringing forward what is the 
best policy, not what is easy to achieve.  I also try to keep 
in mind that we have a very good, if not the best, forest 
fire fighting system in place and if nothing happens we 
still have that to fall back on.
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Early this year OSWA has lost three members who 
volunteered greatly to the success of OSWA. On February 
22nd Bob Feldman pasted away. Bob was an active 
member of the Marion/Polk County Chapter and a 
volunteer Master Woodland Manager. Many of Bob’s 
noble fir Christmas trees were purchased at OSWA’s Silent 
Auction each year from his generous donations.  On April 
12th, Dave Bateman passed away on his 66th birthday. 
Dave was active on the Linn County Chapter Board, served 
as chapter president, and was known for his Down on the 
Tree Farm articles in Northwest Woodland magazine.  On 
April 14th, Joe Poppino, past OSWA President and active 
Clackamas County member, died from an accident in his 
forest.  All three will be greatly missed. 

In Memory of Robert Francis Feldman – I’m Free

Don’t grieve for me now, I’m free, I am following the path 
God laid for me. I took his hand when I heard him call, 
I turned my back and left it all. I could not stay another 
day, to laugh, to love, to work or play. Tasks left undone 
must stay that way, I found that peace at close of day. If my 
parting has left a void, then fill it with remembered joy, a 
friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss, ah yes, these things I to 
will miss. Be not burdened with times of sorrow, I wish you 
the sunshine of tomorrow. My life’s been full, I’ve savored 
much, good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch. 
Perhaps my time seemed all too brief, don’t lengthen it 
now with undue grief, lift up your hearts and share with 
me, God wanted me to now, he set me free. 

The Big Tree
By Tim Otis

As I sit here in the forest, looking east toward the three 
Sisters, last year’s maple leaves swirl and drift with my 
thoughts.  It is April in these foothills of the Willamette 
valley, and the Douglas fir trees are just beginning to bud 
out, another year of life for them.  The sun was bright a few 
hours ago, but now the clouds are building into a spring 
storm.  As the rain begins, I cry alone. My friend Dave 
Bateman died yesterday, of cancer, on his 66th birthday. I 
will miss him intensely.

But thinking of Dave brings back so many rich memories, 
I smile through the tears.  He was my mentor and life-
coach. He gave me the courage to lead the Linn County 
Small Woodlands board meetings.  One summer as I was 

OSWA Loses Three Longtime OSWA Volunteers and Friends
By Jim James

designing and building log-stringer bridges, Dave walked 
me through scaling and purchasing the 48-inch diameter 
logs.  He took me on one of his legendary steelhead fishing 
trips down the Deschutes River, showing me the current 
seams and the best holding water.  I gazed with him at 
Bighorn sheep in Harris Canyon, rode the white water he 
guided us through Rattlesnake Rapids.

I suppose we all struggle to know what to say when a 
friend dies, and how to live life knowing that it can be so 
suddenly cut short.  How do you look both back at what 
was, and forward to what will be?  How do honor your 
friend and live each day fully?  Thinking back to last week, 
as Kathy and I were on child care duty for our two Portland 
grand-daughters, a fitting perspective sprang to mind.  
Usually, I read one of their many library books at bedtime, 
illuminated by the iPhone flashlight.  That night, however, 
Juniper said “Tell me a story about when you were a kid 
my age”.  So I did.  When I was seven, we lived north of 
Crescent City, California, a few miles from Jedediah Smith 
Redwood State Park.  Behind our house was a fir tree we 
had named “The Big Tree”.  It had a rope swing from one of 
the lower branches.  I remember spending many summer 
days swinging and playing under that tree.  One day the 
neighbor kid and I discussed climbing The Big Tree.  It was 
what I now recognize as an open-grown “Wolf” tree with a 
full complement of branches from bottom to top, making 
climbing actually possible.  It was also a crazy-dangerous 
thing for a child to do, but that day I climbed, alone, to the 
top.  As you tree-climbers out there know, the perspective 
from the bottom of a tree does not prepare you for the 
view from the top.  I looked down and out across the 
ancient forest.  That experience changed forever my 
understanding of, and passion for trees and the wider 
natural world.  Some of us live our whole lives seeing only 
the view from our familiar ground.  I had glimpsed a higher 
perspective.  I made it safely back to earth, but never told 
my parents about that adventure.

Juniper was asleep at the end of the story, so I don’t know 
how much she will remember.  With the name ‘Juniper’, 
she will certainly hear more tree stories.  The rain shower is 
over now, and sun is breaking through the clouds.  A “Lady 
Slipper” Calypso Lilly is blooming in the forest shade.  The 
tap-tap of a woodpecker building this year’s nesting space 
breaks the silence.  Thoughts settle to peace.  If I had to 
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explain what Dave most meant to me, it would be that he 
helped me seek that view from the top of the tree.  Helped 
me see the universe, and my place in it, more fully, with 
a more expansive view.  I think that in his quiet way, he 
helped us all to be our best selves.  He was The Big Tree.  
Thank you Dave.

John Poppino - A Life Well Lived
by Scott Hanson

Several roles and descriptive words come to mind when 
I think of John Poppino (husband, father, grandfather, 
religious values, forester, woodland owner, leadership, 
generosity, foresight, calmness, fairness, loyalty). I first met 
John through Clackamas County Farm Forestry Association 
(CCFFA) and OSU Extension Clackamas County program 
events.  I soon learned from others that John was a past 
President of CCFFA (1992-1995).

John served as President of Oregon Small Woodland 
Association (OSWA) from 2000 to 2004.  A portion of this 
time John also served as Interim Executive Director.  John 
received OSWA’s Riggin Slinger Award in 2002.  This is the 
highest award given by OSWA.  John joined a small group 
of people who became the founding members of Forest 
Forever, Inc. (FFI).  FFI is the governing body over an asset 
(a forest) called Hopkins Memorial Tree Farm.  The name 
of this forest was later changed to Hopkins Demonstration 
Forest.

Clackamas has recognized top tree farmers in the county 
for 60 years (1955-2015).  John and wife Mary have been 
recognized three times.  In 1989 they were a nominee for 
woodland farmer of the year, in 2000 they were recognized 
as woodland farmer of the year, and in 2013 they received 
the Evergreen Award.  This award is a perfect fit for John, 
because it recognizes significant accomplishments on his 
tree farm and in the community.

So who was John Poppino as a person? I think of six 
words: Leadership – above leadership roles; Generosity 
– unselfish; Foresight – thoughtful regard for the future.  
Think of Forests Forever.  Calmness – serenity, keeping 
his head in a discussion while others do not. Fairness – 
honest, impartial, unprejudiced. Loyalty – faithful to those 
persons, ideals, etc, that one is under obligation to defend 
or support.  John Poppino – a life well lived. 
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Key Linn County Volunteer Retires 
By Larry Mauter

Mary Brendle is stepping away from the Linn County OSWA board of directors after 
nearly 15 years of service. She has held all the major board offices and was selected 
chapter volunteer of the year in 2015.  Coming up with ideas that work has been a strong 
suit for Mary Brendle.  She’s also a doer – and has been recognized for her efforts in her 
home town of Sweet Home and the Linn County chapter of OSWA.

“She’s been kind of a cement for the whole thing,” said Sherm Sallee – who has seen 
Brendle in action for about a decade. “She’s just been really strong in holding the group 
together and keeping the organization active.”  Brendle worked as an Oregon social 
services caseworker for 23 years. With her husband Bob they tree farm 75 acres along 
the Calapooia River, a mix of hardwoods and conifers. The land was her family’s cattle 
operation before trees were planted.  Among her woodlands group accomplishments, 
Brendle came up with the name for the joint Benton, Lane, Lincoln, and Linn County 
newsletter – The Quarterly Bark.

She also initiated and has overseen the LCSWA’s quarterly educational workshop series. 
“And I hope that continues,” she said. Another Brendle idea that hatched and is still growing is the “Goods from the 
Woods” program held in conjunction with the seedling sale.  There were 12 vendors at this year’s seedling sale. “It was 
really busy almost all day,” she said.

Linn County tree farmer of the year Joe Holmberg first worked with Brendle more than a decade ago through his post at 
the OSU Extension office. “She just wants to get things done,” said Holmberg, whose wife Shirley is the chapter’s treasurer. 
“She just sees something that needs to get done,” he said, “and follows through.”

In March 2014 Brendle was honored by the Sweet Home Chamber of Commerce for her work on the Sweet Home 
emergency services board. She was instrumental in the Manna program – which serves three hot meals a week to needy 
people.  She also mentored and coordinated a community youth garden that had ties to the local farmers’ market.

Brendle now expects to find more time on her 
tree farm. “We started a potting shed” and 
need to fall some trees for the lumber, she 
said.  Current board president Jim Merzenich 
expects Brendle to remain active in the chapter. 
She’s agreed to continue with some projects, 
according to Merzenich. “She’s one of those 
people I have known to never say no,” he said. 
“She doesn’t know how to say no.” Brendle 
attended the March 3 board meeting hosted by 
Sherm and Faye Sallee. “She knows how to say 
no,” said Sherm Sallee laughing, after seeing 
Merzenich’s quote. 

Mary Brendle
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Howdy Neighbor Name Changed to Neighbor to Neighbor 
By Jim James

The Howdy Neighbor woods tour program has been 
part of OSWA’s operations for a long time. Oregon Forest 
Resources Institute (OFRI) has provided OSWA with a 
grant to fund these tours to provide valuable educational 
information to family forest owners about a variety 
of topics centered around the management on one’s 
property. The program remains the same, but the name 
has been changed to Neighbor to Neighbor which more 
accurately defines the program. OSWA has planned eight 
Neighbor to Neighbor tours for 2016. The first is on May 
14th in Linn County, followed by June 4th in Lane County, 
two during OSWA’s Annual meeting in Baker County June 
9th and 11th, June 25th in Washington County, July 30th 
in Douglas County, and two in August one in Clackamas 
County and one in Lincoln County. Tour details will be 
available prior to the tours. 

Fran Cafferata-Coe and Laura Tesler discuss forest wildlife issues 
2015 Linn County Woods Tour

Security on Family Forestlands 
By Jim James

Thank you to the many OSWA members who responded 
to my request in the last newsletter about security issues 
on your forestlands. What I heard is there are many. From 
unauthorized target shooting, trespassing, illegal hunting, 
dumping, theft of personal equipment and both primary 
and secondary wood products, and vandalism. I received 
detailed information about a variety of security issues 
facing family forest owners. 

The Spring 2017 edition of Northwest Woodlands will 
focus on forest security. County funding for sheriff patrols 
is a challenge for most counties, but they do recommend 
all crimes be reported to the County Sheriff. Keep an  
eye out for suspicious behavior and get a license number 
when appropriate. Security is not a topic OSWA’s state 
office traditionally works on, but at the March 25th  
Board meeting, the OSWA Board asked that I work on  
this issue, as time allows. I believe the Spring 2017 
Northwest Woodlands magazine will be a must read for 
landowners with security concerns.  At the OSWA Board 
meeting on June 9th, I will be exploring interest in an 
OSWA Security Committee to explore opportunities to 
address security issues. 
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2016 OSWA Sharpening Our Edge Fund Drive Donors

Alexander, Susan
Anderson, Doug & Cynthia
Arsenault, Bill & Joan
Arsenault, Paula
Atkinson, Michael & Connie
Barnes, Rick & Audrey
Bateman, Dave
Baumgartner, Bud & Barbara
Beers, Richard
Belton, Carol
Berggren, Tempe
Bersch, Patricia & Stephen
Bickford, Charles
Bingham, Doug
Boge, Dallas & Sharon
Brady, Jim
Breese, John & Lynne
Bregman Peter & Alice
Brink, Mark
Bryant, Darlene
Butts, Linda
Caldwell, Richard
Cameron, Donald & Marilyn
Carlsen, Kellie
Case, Flynn
Chapman, Dennis
Cool, Harry
Copeland, Mark
Cranston-Cuebas, Meg
Cuyler, Dale & Brenda Woodard
Decker, Van
Dilley Jr, Walter
Dugan lll, John
Dunlap, Catherine
Edgerton, Robert
Enquist, Merrily
Epstein, Matt
Evenson, Eric

Fencl, Tom
Fennell, Dan
Finzel, Jack & Lilja
Fischer Fam Forest
Foss, Roy
Freadman, Alex & Colene
Furer, Robert
Giustina, Larry
Gleason, Donald
Grayson, Nancy
Grewe, Kent
Gurton, Timothy
Guyer Jr., Randell & Mary Jane
Hanschu, Anne & Richard
Harrel, Steve
Hathaway, Nancy & Greg Peterson
Heffernan, Donna
Heida, Dave
Hillman, Sanford
Hollander, Arnie & Susan Watkins
Hooks, Linda
Hunt, Dave
Jensen, gary
Johnston, Alan
Karas, Joe
Kartye, John
Kaster, Kevin
Kessi, Don & Frieda
Lafferty, Michael
Lancefield, Tom
Leiman, Sara & Barbra Groffy
Lenon, William
Macconochie, John & Julie
McKay Jr, Cecil
Mendenhall, Roy & Doris
Mentzer, Richard, Fredric & Patrick
Messerle, David & Jay
Morgan Annabelle & Ben Barclay

Morgan, Dennis
Morris Jr, Robert
Norby, Jeremy
Nygren, Tom
Ocumpaugh, William
Parsons, Judson
Phillips, Wayne
Porfily, Bill
Potter, John & Sandra
Potterf, Bill & Mary
Potterf, Jim & Teresa
Ragon, Robert
Russell, Scott & Susan
Sandstede, Julie & Joann
Schlossstein, Edythe
Schmidt, Dave
Seiser, John & Janine Manny
Sheppard, William
Silvae Magellan Co., LLC
Smith, John
Speroff, Sen
Springer, Gary
Steenkolk, Scott
Stevens, Gene
Swisher, Ron
Tarbell, Loren
Thompson, Gene & Jake
Tryon, Peter
Vanderwall, Roberta
Vejtasa, Stanley
Vickery, George
Vincent, David
Waldorf, Monte & Ilene
Weaver, Paul
Westfall, John & Pat Wheeler
Wiley, Thomas & Merilee
Woodard, Steve and Brenda
Zach, Weston & Catherine
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Enhancing Bird Habitat on Your Forested Property 
By Cynthia Orlando, Certified Arborist, Oregon Department of Forestry

Family forestland owners have so much 
to think about and plan for: invasive 
species, fire prevention, logging plans, 
culvert replacement and reforestation, to 
name a few. Most also actively manage 
for wildlife habitat and are conscientious 
about the ways forest management 
activities can affect local species - 
including birds.

According to the National Audubon 
Society 54 of the bird species found in 
Oregon are either “globally threatened” 
or at risk of becoming so. Even common 
bird species like Barn swallows and 
American Goldfinches are experiencing significant 
declines. That’s why having bird-friendly forestlands and 
landscapes has never been more important - almost 80 
percent of wildlife habitat in the U.S. is privately owned. 

What are some practical measures owners of small forested 
parcels can take to help improve the outlook for birds? 
Based on ecotypes, here’s a few ideas.

Oak woodlands are characterized by an open canopy and 
Oregon white oak, and may also include ponderosa pine or 
Douglas-fir. If you have oak woodlands on your property, 
the associated bird species include slender-billed nuthatch, 
Acorn woodpecker and Lewis’ woodpecker. Landowners 
can maintain oak stands and strive to keep a diversity of 
tree sizes and ages in stands - particularly large oak and 
ponderosa pine trees. Also, create and maintain snags to 
provide birds with cavity habitat.

Large-structured pine habitat is diminishing in parts of 
the Blue Mountains, East Cascades and Klamath Mountain 
areas due to factors such as uncharacteristically severe 
wildfire and past timber harvest. This habitat is important 
to white-headed woodpeckers, the flammulated owl, 
gray jays, Clark’s nutcrackers and evening grosbeaks. 
You can help by maintaining large-structure ponderosa 
pine and plan reforestation to create corridors between 
habitat blocks. Following wildfire (if compatible with fire 
prevention), strive to maintain high snag densities and 
replant with native tree, shrub, grass and forb species.

Riparian (streamside) areas provide important wintering 
habitat and travel corridors for songbirds and grouse. 

Streamside vegetation usually consists 
of deciduous trees and shrubs like alder, 
big leaf maple, aspen, cottonwood, ash 
and willows. At higher elevations, spruce 
and pines may dominate. Landowners 
can manage these areas by retaining 
adequate streamside vegetation 
following management activities, 
minimizing impacts from roadbuilding, 
planting native plants and keeping 
livestock out of streamside areas.

Birds need places to hide from predators 
and shelter from the weather, preferring 
habitat with vegetation at varying 

heights. Also, some birds, like woodpeckers and chestnut-
backed chickadees, excavate cavities in dead tree trunks 
for nesting and roosting – cavities then used by other 
birds such as bluebirds, swallows and even some owls and 
ducks. Maintain dense wooded areas, ground cover, logs 
or slash piles and shrubs to provide shelter. Also, create 
layers of vegetation using shrubs and taller trees. Where 
natural cavities are hard to find, nest boxes offer these 
birds a place to raise their young.

Enhancing Bird Habitat in The Urban-Interface

If you own forested property in the urban-interface (the 
area where developed areas meet forestland), you’ll want 
to create as diverse a forest structure as possible to provide 
better nesting opportunities for birds. Different tree 
species, tree heights and spacing are all important. 

Control invasive species on your property such as English 
ivy, non-native blackberry and Japanese knotweed, and 
whenever possible, use a native grass mix alongside any 
road projects. A standing dead tree – as long as it doesn’t 
pose a safety hazard to people – is a haven for cavity 
nesters like woodpeckers.

Other Tips

Become familiar with the Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife’s Conservation Strategy www.dfw.state.or.us/
conservationstrategy/. Lastly, private forest landowners 
can receive technical (and sometimes financial) assistance 
from their local Natural Resources Conservation Service, 
extension office or the Oregon Department of Forestry.
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Oregon Department of Forestry Recurring Statewide Study  
of Best Management Practices Implementation is Underway 
By Paul Clements Oregon Department of Forestry

The 2016 Field Season for the Oregon Department of 
Forestry (ODF) ongoing study of Best Management 
Practices Implementation is currently underway. The 
program continues to provide statistically sound data on 
rates at which a certain set of Forest Practices Act (FPA) 
standards are successfully implemented during timber 
harvest operations across Oregon. 

The 5-year project began in 2013. The Oregon Legislature 
instructed the Agency to conduct an audit of rates of 
compliance, and to hire a contractor in the process.  The 
Department of Forestry has worked with forestland 
owners to acquire permissions for data gathering on 100 
sites statewide. Less than half of the sites 
are Private, Non-Industrial ownerships. 

The study focuses on 57 rules concerning 
harvesting, road construction and 
maintenance, and water protection. 
The process is precise, discrete and 
objective. Outputs do not identify 
landowners. Results are sorted according 
to ODF Administrative Area, Landowner 
type, Rule Divisions, and specific rules. 
Individual landowner information is 
kept confidential unless the landowner 
requests it.  As in two previous field 
seasons, Barnes and Associates, Inc., a 
forestry consulting firm of Roseburg, will 
collect data that will be in turn analyzed 
by the ODF. 

As with any ongoing process, accurate 
information about how well objectives 

are being met informs participants where to focus efforts 
for betterment. So it is with Forest Management; we plan, 
we do, we check and we adapt based on what we learn from 
study for continuous improvement.  The results of the BMP 
study add value in a number of ways. For the Department 
of Forestry, certain performance measures include rates of 
compliance with Forest Practices Act standards as a metric. 

For Landowners, the results provide a verification of overall 
success in resource protection when questions arise about 
compliance.  Oregon’s professional loggers can use the 
information to focus training and achieve better results, a 
goal also shared with landowners.  

The work will be ongoing. In the future OSWA members 
may receive a request for permission to conduct the study 
on lands they own. The ODF would appreciate your help. 
Participation is voluntary, results are confidential, and the 
value to Oregon’s Forest Sector are real. The 2014 statewide 
study report will be available later this Spring. 

Questions: (503) 945-7475  
or paul.r.clements@oregon.gov 

bob@forestseedlingnetwork.com
503-769-9806

Forest Seedling Network
1740 Shaff Rd. #306

Stayton, OR 97383

DISCOVER Our Interactive Website
Connecting Forest Landowners with

Services and Contractors

www.forestseedlingnetwork.com

OREGON •  WASHINGTON •  IDAHO •  MONTANA •  CALIFORNIA

Buy/Sell
Seedlings
Use Our
Map Search

Find Vendor
Services &
Contractors

Valuable
Resources
News, Updates & Events
Tips, Notes, Links & Advice
Seed Zone Maps

Product Groups:
Forest Seedlings • Christmas Tree Seedlings
Conifer Liner Stock Seedlings • Forest Tree Seed
Native Woody Plant Seedlings 
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Forest Landowners Work to Help Salmon Habitat and Water Quality: 
ODF And OWEB To Survey Coastal Landowners 
By Kyle Abraham, Water Quality Specialist Oregon Department of Forestry

In Oregon’s coast range, coastal coho salmon historically 
filled creeks and rivers.  However, in the 1970s, this salmon 
population began declining, hitting a record low in  
the 1990s. 

Since then, Oregon has encouraged forest landowners 
to implement voluntary activities while continuing to 
support Oregon’s important forest economy.  Voluntary 
activities empower and rely on landowners to plan and 
execute them to produce the greatest benefits for salmon, 
while considering the landowner’s financial and logistical 
constraints. Forest landowners have continually gone 
above and beyond the minimum Forest Practices Act 
requirements implementing voluntary activities, reports 
show landowners have completed over 5,000 projects and 
invested over $100 million. 

Landowners have reported placing large wood in streams 
to create complex stream habitat; leaving extra trees to 
shade streams and become a future supply of large wood 
for the stream; removing culverts, replacing culverts or 

doing both to improve salmon passage; and many other 
actions that benefit salmon habitat. If you are interested 
in reporting a voluntary activity, please use https://www.
oregon.gov/OWEB/MONITOR/pages/owri.aspx 

Oregon’s coastal coho salmon population increased 
over the past 20 years, but more work and a better 
understanding of that voluntary work is needed. Please 
read the letter on page X from State Forester Doug Decker 
and OWEB Executive Director Meta Loftsgaarden.

In addition, the Oregon Department of Forestry, through 
the University of Oregon, is conducting a survey on 
landowner perspectives on forest management practices 
and proposed changes to streamside buffer regulations 
in Western Oregon. Survey results will help improve 
our understanding of forest landowner views and 
management behavior. Both this survey and the voluntary 
measures survey will provide very important information 
to inform policy.

“Voluntary culvert replacement completed by the Long Tom Watershed Council and 2015 Operators of the Year – Giustina Land & Timber 
and Hull-Oakes Lumber Companies – to improve fish passage.” 
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Voluntary Measures Letter 
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California fivespined 
Ips beetles creating 
brood galleries 
beneath bark.  
C. Buhl

Ips Beetles: A Threat to Oregon Pines 
By Christine Buhl, Oregon Department of Forestry Forest Entomologist

Among the more damaging bark beetles attacking 
conifers in Oregon, are those commonly referred to as ‘Ips 
beetles’. Two primary species in this group are the pine 
engraver (Ips pini) and the California fivespined Ips (Ips 
paraconfusus), which attack ponderosa, lodgepole and 
other various pine species. These bark beetles damage 
trees by creating extensive galleries under bark that girdle 
tissues necessary for transporting water and nutrients. 
They also spread spores from blue stain fungus, which 
spreads quickly throughout sapwood and clogs vascular 
tissues - hastening tree death. Ips beetles preferentially 
seek out fresh slash but they will also attack trees <10” dbh 
(up to 25” dbh during an outbreak), branches and the tops 
of larger trees. Ips can complete as many as 2-3 generations 
in a single season. Additionally, adults can lay multiple 
overlapping broods. Because of their biology they are able 
to quickly produce large populations. 

At normal levels these native insects are a natural 
component of healthy Oregon forests, however, stressed 
trees can result in unnaturally large or enduring outbreaks. 
Bark beetles identify and seek out trees that emit chemical 
signals from stressors such as drought, other insects, 
pathogens, etc. Ips beetles are commonly found in trees 
already weakened by mountain and or western pine 
beetles, but may also increase susceptibility to these pests. 
Although outbreaks tend to last only a year or two for 
either pest, outbreaks of California fivespined Ips along 
the Columbia River Gorge have persisted for over five 
years. This extended outbreak is likely a result of damage 
to trees from droughts and storms as well as improper 
management of slash. 

Early signs of an infestation include orange boring dust 
(frass) in bark crevices and occasionally small pitch tubes, 
both of which may only be visible in larger trees near the 
top. Symptoms include dead tree tops followed by death 
of the entire canopy. Ips beetles spread quickly from slash 
to standing trees and once they infest trees there is no 
effective method of treatment. The best method of control 
is to prevent infestation. Worsening drought conditions in 
recent years has greatly reduced resiliency of forest trees, 
therefore, planting species suited to site conditions and 
active thinning is important to reduce susceptibility. 

The easiest way to prevent Ips population build-up is to 
properly manage slash. Slash needs enough time to dry 

and purge chemical attractants before Ips beetles start 
flying around April, therefore timing of management 
activities is crucial. Avoid creating slash over 3 inches in 
diameter from January through July and dispose of slash 
and infested trees via burning or chipping from mid-
October through December. Lop and scatter methods 
may also be employed from late summer to fall if wood 
is exposed enough to expedite drying. Other preventative 
treatments include use of anti-aggregation pheromones, 
which have yielded mixed results, and chemical sprays 
and injections, which are best suited for individual tree 
protection. 

For more information on Ips beetles see the Oregon 
Department for Forestry - Forest Health website: http://
tinyurl.com/ODF-ForestHealth

Stages of Ips damage and spread; fully discolored 
crowns from previous infestations that spread to more 
recently killed trees displaying dead tops. C. Buhl
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A Win for Tree Farmers and for Wood:  
US Green Building Council to Recognize ATFS 
By American Forest Foundation 

On April 6th, the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC), 
the governing body for the Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) standard announced it is 
encouraging more responsibly sourced building materials 
and thus will begin recognizing wood from American Tree 
Farm System (ATFS) certified forests through a new path to 
earn a LEED credit.

This is a milestone victory for Tree Farmers, state committee 
leaders, our state forestry partners, State Foresters and 
many more who care for our nation’s forests. This will help 
provide market recognition for wood from land certified 
through ATFS as well as from the Sustainable Forestry 
Initiative (SFI), and Programme for the Endorsement of 
Forest Certification (PEFC), and the Forest Stewardship 
Council (FSC).

What’s more, this is a win for wood. This path will allow a 
significantly larger portion of sustainable wood products 
to qualify for the LEED standard, allowing more wood to 
be used in green buildings thus creating more markets for 
family woodland owners.

This recognition can have a real impact in the marketplace 
as some estimate that half the commercial buildings in 
the U.S. are being built to a green standard. With USGBC 
joining its competitor Green Globes in recognizing wood 
from all credible certification systems, we could see an 
increase in the use of ATFS-certified wood. As we know: 
better markets mean more forests.

All Americans count on the clean water and air, wildlife 
habitat and wood supply that comes from family-owned 
forests. In order to protect and provide these resources, 
family forest landowners work hard every day to keep 
your forests healthy.  Markets are critically important to 
this. Because of the costs for management and taxes you 
incur on an annual basis, markets that want sustainably-
managed wood helps landowners earn income to replant, 
restore and keep forests as forests. Without income to 
cover these costs, family-owned woodlands are at risk of 
being converted to other uses. 

Twenty-two OTFS members and  
supporters attended the American Tree 
Farm System Leadership Conference in 
Seattle, February 10th – 12th.  Group 
picture during the ATFS 75th Anniversary 
celebration dinner with OTFS Board 
members and representatives from partner 
organizations; Oregon Department of 
Forestry, Oregon State University Extension, 
Oregon Forest Resource Institute, and 
Oregon Small Woodlands Association. 

ATFS Leadership Conference
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Holmberg Honored as National Leader 
By Mike Barsotti

Joe Holmberg was honored by the American Tree Farm 
System (ATFS) as its 2016 National Leadership Award 
recipient. He received the award at its Annual Leadership 
Conference held in Seattle February 10-12.  Holmberg 
served 5 years as the State Chair of the Oregon Tree Farm 
System (OTFS), has been a member of several national 
American Tree Farm System committees, and full time 
volunteer promoting forestry in Oregon.

Under his leadership of OTFS, the organization advanced 
on many fronts. Holmberg strengthened its partnership 
with the Oregon Small Woodlands Association (OSWA). 
The two organizations joined forces to publish a higher 
quality newsletter to better serve both organizations.  He 
also secured a grant to fund OSWA’s Executive Director, 
Jim James, to serve as OTFS’s Administrator, and was 
instrumental in having OSWA and OTFS share a position on 
the Board of Forestry’s Committee for Family Forestlands.

Holmberg strengthened OTFS 
partnership with serval other 
state and federal forestry 
organizations. They include the 
Oregon Department of Forestry, 
Sustainable Forestry Initiative’s 
State Implementation Committee, 
and USDA-Nature Resources 
Conservation Service’s Oregon 
Technical Committee.  Under his 
leadership landowners now have 
more information and assistance 
in developing a management 
plan. He worked with a number 
of state, federal, and non-profit 
organizations to develop a single 
management plan standard 
that would be accepted by all 
organizations. He also led an effort 
to have ATFS include additional 
data for Oregon landowners on 
its MyLandPlan, a website that 
enables landowners to develop a 

map of the property and define goals and objectives for 
management. The OTFS Board of Directors developed a 
strategic plan and a detailed operation’s manual under 
Holmberg’s leadership.

At the local level, Holmberg and his wife Shirley serve 
on their county OSWA chapter, the Linn County Small 
Woodlands Association.  Joe and Shirley bought a 50 
acre parcel in 2000 that had 27 acres of pasture with the 
remainder in brush and some Douglas-fir. They planted 
the pasture with Willamette Valley Ponderosa pine, 
Oregon ash and hybrid poplar, and reforested the rest with 
Douglas-fir, incense cedar and grand fir. Joe and Shirley are 
both Master Woodland Managers.

Oregon’s forest landowners, and state and federal family 
forest landowner organizations have benefited under 
Holmberg’s leadership; and this was acknowledged in his 
receiving the 2016 National Leadership Award.

Joe Holmberg (center) receives the American Tree Farm System’s 2016 National Leadership 
Award from American Forest Foundation President/CEO Tom Martin (left) and Kirk David, 
ATFS’s 2015 National Leadership Award recipient.
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OTFS 2016 Fund Drive Donors

Atkinson, Michael
Atkinson, Ted and Patricia
Barclay, Jack
Bateman, David & Karen
Bauder Timber Enterprises, LLC
Bauman, Tom
Bays, James
Blickensderfer, Robert
Blue Den Ranch, LLC
Breese, John & Lynn
Bryan, Joan
Cafferata, Steve & Wylda
Caldwell, Dick
Carter, Jean & Jack
Catholic Youth Organization
Clark-King, Christine
Collins, William & Marion
Cooney, Vince
Cornell, Bryan
Crandall, Allan & Kathleen
Culbertson, Gordon
Decker, Van & Ann
Deshazer, Jim & Alice
Dilley, Gerald & Shirley
Dilley, Walter
Diloreto, Eugene
Donnely, Lidia
Dugan, John
Duhrkopf, Don & Bettie
Dummer, John & Catherine
Duning, Robert & Janet
Ediger, Roger O. & Meredith
Ellis, John
Enger, Richard & Marilyn
Epstein, William
Farmer, Lester
Feldman, Robert & Kay
Fitts, William

Forbes, Thomas & Audrey
Fosdick, Gary & Laura
Foster, John
Franks, Lawrence & Ulrike
Freres, Rob
Gaebel, Richard
Gitomer, Teresa
Grauer, Rick, Jerry & Randall
Haake, R.H. & Martha
Hagglund, Hal & Elin
Hanschu, Anne and Richard
Harrel, Stephen & Lynn
Hathaway, Nancy
Hayes, Scott and Marjorie
Hibbs, David & Sarah Karr
Holmberg, Joseph & Shirley
Keppinger, Floyd & Janet
Kintigh, Dan
Kittel, Joanne & David 
Kloppman, Dan & Angele
Kvarsten, Roseda
Lamars, Terry
Latham, Robert & Constance 
Leiman, Sara
Leugo, Doug
Livingston, Edward & Marilyn
McCloskey, Jean
McIntire, Harry
McLeod, Janet
Merwin, Miles & Libby
Merzenich, James & Karen 
Messerle, Dave
Miami Corp
Morris, Frank
Nastrom, Rodney and Sandra
Newkirk, David & Mary Anne
Newton, Mike and Jane
Niemiec, Ted

Nygren, Tom and Pat
Nys, Paul & Judy
Petersen Ranch, LLC
Phillips, Wayne
Poppino, John
Potter, John and Sandra
Pubols, JoAnne
R A Schwabauer Tree Farm
Rankin, Lan & Laura
Rocking C Ranch
Rohrbacher, Mark
Rosboro
Rowley, Marvin
Rydell, Leonard
Sanders, Steve (Manager)
Sanders, Steve (Manager)
Schwabauer, Richard
Scott, Harlan & Rebecca
Shibley, Gilbert & Barbara
Shumaker, Robert & Bonnie
Springer, Thad
Stanhope, Heather
Starker Forests
Stewart, Robert & Jacquelyn
Sullivan, Dave
Thayer, Mary Ellen & Alan
Thompson, Charles
Thornton, Nancy
Tucker, Sally
Voelz, James & Constance
Watson, R.F. & Vera
Wenzel, Robert
Westall, John & Patricia Wheeler
Wiles, Robert
Winn, Robert
Wonser, Mark & Jean
Woodard, Steve & Brenda
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Five New Staff at OSU Forest & Natural Resource Extension 
By Jim Johnson

OSU Forest & Natural Resource Extension has hired five 
new Extension Foresters. The new Timber Harvesting & 
Forest Operations Extension Specialist is Francisca Belart. 
Francisca will be joining us in July after she completes her 
Ph.D. degree in the OSU Department of Forest Engineering, 
Resources, and Management.  Francisca is a native of Chile, 
and has a B.S. degree in Forestry from Austral University 
in Chile, and an M.S. in Forest Engineering from Oregon 
State University.  Francisca also worked for 3 ½ years as a 
Forest Planning Engineer for Forestal Mininco S.A. in San 
Pedro de la Paz, Chile after receiving her M.S. degree.  She 
has already collaborated with Steve Bowers on several 
workshops and an Extension publication.  

The new Douglas County Forestry & Natural Resources 
Extension Agent is Alicia Jones. Alicia is now completing 
her M.S. degree in Natural Resources from Humboldt 
State University, and will join us in July.  She also holds 
a B.S. degree in Forestry and Natural Resources from 
California Polytechnic State University and has worked 
as a Sudden Oak Death Survey Technician for Cal Poly, as 
a Forestry Technician for the U.S. Forest Service on the 
Tongass National Forest in Alaska for two seasons, as a 
Forest Technician for Green Diamond Resource Company 
in California for a year and a half, and as a Forest Technician 
for Jefferson Resource Company in California for the past 
year and a half.  

Valarie Grant is the new Forestry & Natural Resources 
Extension Agent on the North Coast, based in Astoria 
(Clatsop, Tillamook and Lincoln Counties).  Valerie will start 
on June 13.  She is currently working as a Youth, Families 
and Communities Education Specialist II with the University 
of California Cooperative Extension Service in Ventura 
County, a position she has held for the past year.  Valerie 
has a B.S. degree in Forestry from California Polytechnic 
State University in San Luis Obispo, and an M.S. in Forestry 
from West Virginia University.  While in WV, Valerie worked 

with the WV Extension Service in the Forestry Program.  
She also worked as a Forestry Technician and a Watershed 
Technician (2 seasons) with the Humboldt Redwood 
Company in Scotia, California, and as a Forestry Intern with 
Weyerhaeuser in Springfield, Oregon.  Valerie also spent 
four months studying Forestry in Ilmjoki, Finland in 2012.  

The new Forestry & Natural Resources Extension Agent 
for the South Coast, based in Myrtle Point (Coos and Curry 
Counties) will be Norma Kline.  Norma will start her new 
position on June 6.  Norma currently is employed by the 
Oregon Department of Forestry as a District Forester in 
Coos Bay.  Norma began her employment with ODF in 
1996 as a Forester in Coos Bay, and has held progressively 
more senior positions since.  She also worked for the U.S. 
Forest Service in timber sale planning an as a District 
NEPA Coordinator on the Calaveras Ranger District of 
the Stanislaus National Forest in California from 1989 
– 1993.  Norma holds a B.S. in Forest Management from 
the University of California-Berkeley and an M.S. in Forest 
Management from Northern Arizona University.  

Lauren Grand was selected as a new Forest & Natural 
Resource Extension Agent in Lane County in February, 
but began her position on April 4, 2016.  Lauren holds a 
B.S. in Environmental Sciences from the University of 
California-Berkeley (with minors in Forestry and Natural 
Resources Education) and an M.S. in Forest Resources from 
the University of Washington.  She has worked for the Fire 
Ecology Laboratory at the University of California-Berkeley, 
the U.S. Forest Service Pacific Northwest Research Station, 
and as a Wood Properties and Sustainability Consultant 
to Vinawood Ltd. in Viet Nam.  For the past 2+ years she 
has worked as the North Puget Sound Forestry Program 
Coordinator with Washington State University Extension, 
where she has developed and delivered a wide variety 
of Forest Stewardship educational programs for diverse 
audiences across six Washington Counties.   
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OSWA 2016 Annual Meeting Registration Form

R E G I S T R AT I O N  FO R M

COSTS PER
PERSON

NUMBER
ATTENDING

TOTAL

Oregon Small Woodlands Association 2016 Annual Meeting
Oregon Tree Farm System Outstanding Tree Farmers of the Year Tour

Thursday, June 9 – Saturday June 11 – Baker City, OR
Hosted by OSWA’s Baker County Chapter and OTFS

THURSDAY, JUNE 9
Dealing with Fire Woods Tours  11:30 am – 4:00 pm  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   $  0  x  ___________   =   _____________
OSWA Board Dinner  6:00 pm – 7:00 pm .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $30    x  ___________   =   _____________  
____  Roast Turkey 
____  Roast Ham
____  Please indicate if Vegetarian diet is required

FRIDAY, JUNE 10
OSWA Annual Meeting and Program  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $85    x  ___________   =   _____________
Includes program, snacks and lunch 
8:30 am to 4:15 pm 

Silent Auction Social and Awards Banquet   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $35    x  ___________   =   _____________
(casual dress) 
5:00 pm to 8:15 pm 
____  Honey Dijon Chicken 
____  Broiled Salmon Fillet
____  Please indicate if Vegetarian diet is required

SATURDAY, JUNE 11
Outstanding Tree Farmers of the Year Tour   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $  0     x  ___________   =   _____________
Defrees Ranch, LLC

____  I would like to ride a bus to the tour from Best Western Sunridge Inn.
____  I plan to take my own vehicle to the tour site.

TOTAL REGISTRATION COSTS   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ______________
Attendees Name (s):

1) _______________________________________________  3)  ______________________________________________

2) _______________________________________________  4)  ______________________________________________

Contact Information:

Address  _______________________________________________ City ______________ State  ________Zip __________

Phone  ____________________________ Email _____________________________________________________________

Mail form and check to OSWA State Office, 187 High Street NE, Suite 208, Salem, OR 97301.  
Make Checks payable to Oregon Small Woodlands Association .  Deadline for Registration June 2, 2016
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