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Disclaimer 

Opinions stated in articles are those of the 

authors, not The Snag or the Yamhill County 

Small Woodlands Association. That said, we 

welcome corrections. Please submit to 

TheSnag101@gmail.com. 

Greetings Yamhill County OSWA Members, 

Recently, we were looking at the growth rings on some 

Douglas-fir blow down on my mom’s property. Evidence 

suggests the tree thrived early before the rings became very 

tight. Three different foresters have labeled our ridge a “harsh 

site.” However, slow growth will equal a strong 2x4. Pondering 

the struggle these trees went through made me reflect on 

growth. 

The legislative process is in full-swing, and Roger Beyer has 

been keeping us updated as he lobbies on behalf of OSWA. 

Members can participate in an OSWA GAT (Governmental 

Affairs Talk) by Zoom or phone to learn what's happening at 

the legislature. Multiple presenters offer explanations of 

proposed bills, followed by a question-and-answer period. 

Rick Zenn will send a Zoom link to members who request 

inclusion by emailing him at rick@oswa.org. The GAT calls are 

currently held every other Wednesday at 7:00 AM through 

June 21, 2023. 

In April, our chapter will host a property tour at Leonard 

Rydell’s Tree Farm in Willamina. He will share some history of 

his property, and Jacque Schroeder will talk about native  
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“A Word From the Presidents” Continued from Page One: 

plants and how they relate to their property management 

goals. Our second tour will be in June at Mark Pauletto’s 

property outside Carlton where Mark and Hal Hagglund will 

put together an equipment demonstration. July and 

September both have Yamhill County tour dates as well. The 

annual OSWA state meeting will be in June. These events are 

designed to help us learn while enjoying time with other 

woodland owners.  

We have some excellent presenters lined up to share 

knowledge about a variety of topics at our monthly meetings 

– please see the Calendar of Events and Activities on the 

back page. 

Our chapter’s annual meeting is in May. We will hold it in the 

Yamhill City Park – same location as last year. After a BYO 

dinner, we'll hold a short meeting to review the year's minutes 

and financial report and elect the Board of Directors. Positions 

up for reelection/election this year are Darcy Davis, Nicole 

Wood, Ken Nygren, and Leonard Rydell. We have an open 

position as well. Please let us know if you are interested in 

serving on the Board. Participation provides a tremendous 

opportunity for growth. 

Character is built from experience, knowledge is gained by 

study, and wisdom is acquired by living. As we work on our 

own “growth rings,” I hope you gain valuable experience from 

your time in OSWA. 

Warm regards,  

Darcy Davis, Co-President 

Yamhill County Small Woodlands Association 

Hello Yamhill County Small Woodlanders, 

I hope this edition of The Snag brings you information, intrigue, 

a giggle, and even a challenge or two.  This year, one of the 

goals at the state level is to reaffirm our OSWA motto: 

Stewardship, Advocacy, Fellowship, Education.  As your State 

President, I’ve been privileged to travel to many OSWA 

county chapters.  Each chapter is unique and brings a 

different focus and skill to the table of family forest owners.  I 

am proud of Yamhill’s Chapter and the ways we aim to 

embody this motto, through our membership meetings, our 

newsletter, and our update on political issues. Plus, Darcy is 

outstanding at getting us together through tours.  We have 

four tours scheduled this year and are open to more!   We are 

a well-rounded chapter.  One that all Yamhill County family 

forest owners should join and participate in.   
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 Volunteer Opportunities: 

Your skills are needed!  Please volunteer! 

• Submit an interesting article, photo, 

poem, etc. for potential publication in 

the newsletter 

•  Door Prize coordinator  

•  Open Board Member position 

•  Legislature communication 

•  Helping with events  

And more!  

“A Word From the Presidents” Continued from Page Two: 

Speaking of joining, have you invited your 

neighbor to come check out OSWA yet?  

Please share your edition of The Snag with them, 

bring them an application, and invite them to a 

tour.  The Membership committee’s goal is for 

every member to bring in a new member to 

OSWA.  You can download applications off our 

website or ask one of our board members to 

get a few to you.  Furthermore, our own 

membership came up for renewal in 

December.  Second notices will go out next 

week.  Members who haven't paid by April 1, 

2023, will be dropped from OSWA.  THANK YOU 

to everyone who has renewed already.  That is 

wonderful and encouraging.  OSWA 

membership is a good investment in your family 

forest.     

As I mentioned a couple of newsletters back, 

another OSWA member and I hoped to start a 

Firewise USA community in the area of our 

home and property. I promised an update.  

Folks, this has happened!  In fact, three Firewise 

communities are currently being started.  We 

have had WONDERFUL support from ODF, our 

local fire departments, the state fire Marshall, 

and our new OSU extension foresters who 

specifically focus on fire in our region.  Today, as 

I type this letter to you, I will be heading out to 

have our ODF forester do the home assessments 

needed to enable us to become registered 

communities.  I am thrilled.  We are still at the 

early stages.  Once we are registered and have 

our goals solidified, we will be able to do public 

outreach.  It will be slow going.  However, 

anything we can do to prevent fire or to 

develop an action plan we can follow if a fire 

occurs is a healthy and comforting goal.  We 

have a lot of support to get the word out and to 

guide us on how to be successful Firewise.  If 

you are interested, let me know.  I’ll be happy 

to help. 

Thanks for all your efforts in your own forests.  I 

look forward to catching up with you all at our 

meetings or tours! 

Nicole Wood 
Co-President - Yamhill County Chapter 

OSWA President 
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2023 Tree Farmers of the Year 
By Susan Watkins 

Sisters Mary Ann Nolan and Marcy Satalich never 

thought of their Yamhill County forest as an 

income source.  It was simply The Hill, where 

Grandpa and Grandma used to live. 

Grandpa Satalich settled in Oregon in the early 

1900's after leaving Yugoslavia, which was then 

part of the Ottoman Empire, to travel the world.  

As a farmer, he considered the trees growing on 

his 200-plus acres somewhat of a nuisance.  

When he used dynamite to clear stumps, the 

neighbors complained that their chicken eggs 

wouldn’t hatch. 

The sisters grew up visiting The Hill regularly to 

pick cherries, get a Christmas tree, or do various 

chores.  In 1981 their parents built a home on The 

Hill, and it became a place for family gatherings.  

Some logging was done in the 1990's, but it 

wasn't until their mother needed care that the 

family looked to their forest for income. 

Mary Ann and her son Shay had become 

interested in developing a management plan for 

the property.  Through a class they took, they 

met forester Ken Nygren, who agreed to look 

over their forest land.  He discovered many trees 

suitable for poles and proposed a selective 

harvest.  The funds paid for Mom's care. 

After the death of their parents, the sisters 

decided to keep the property and created an 

LLC to hold their land.  Today they 

manage their land as a family legacy, 

working to create a healthy forest that 

can meet their families' diverse needs, 

including hunting as well as a possible 

future income source or retirement 

location.  They don't know if their own 

children will value the land as much as 

they do, but for now keeping The Hill 

intact is their goal. 

The Yamhill County Small Woodlands 

Association Chapter is proud to honor 

sisters Mary Ann Nolan and Marcy 

Satalich as our 2023 Tree Farmers of 

the Year. Save the date: Our chapter 

will hold a tour and picnic at the tree 

farm on July 26. Details to come. 

Photo Credits: 

Fig. 1.    Growth rings on Fir stump. Darcy Davis. 2023 

Fig. 2.    Smokey skies. Darcy Davis. 2022 

Fig. 3.    Doe and her fawns. Darcy Davis. 2022 

Fig. 4.    Poison Water Hemlock roots. Dan Upton 2023 

Fig. 5.    Poison Water Hemlock leaf. Dan Upton. 2023 

Fig. 6.    Poison Water Hemlock Flowers. 2023 
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    Going Above and Beyond to Protect 

Against Wild Fire 
By Harold Levy 
As small woodland owners we are very aware of the 

danger of wild fires. The Oregon Department of Forestry has 

had, for several years, a recommendation for how to clear 

around your home to reduce the fire danger. I support this 

100 percent. 

But as forest owners, we need to become better stewards 

of the land beyond what ODF recommends, because it is 

not their property, it is ours. 

We cannot stop wild fires 100 percent, but we can make a 

significant reduction by taking better care of OUR LANDS. 

We have lost millions of acres of our timber and range land 

to wild fire in the last few years, along with thousands of 

homes. I believe it is time to see what WE can do to reduce 

wild fires that destroy our personal, state, and federal assets. 

We, as Small Woodland owners, need to take the lead and 

get the timber companies and government agencies to 

follow. 

Some may protest that this will cost tree ground and time to 

keep it clear. I am not asking you to do anything I am not 

doing. 

The following steps will take time to implement, but in the 

long run will reduce our wild land fire danger. 

As you drive down the road from your property, look at the 

brush and trees under the power lines. Those trees belong to 

us and the timber companies, not the power company. 

However, if the wind blows a tree or limb into the power 

lines and that starts a fire, the power company is blamed 

and may well be held responsible. That is why the power 

companies shut the power off for two days this past 

September -- it is self-preservation for them. Insurance 

companies are taking a stand that they will not insure 

properties in high risk areas.  

We can help everyone by taking responsibility for our trees. 

Cut down any trees and clear the ground for 40-50 feet 

away from power lines and also from roads. Mow the grass 

and brush in that area so there is nothing to burn if there is a 

shorted line. This step will also reduce the chance of serious 

fire from a cigarette thrown from a car or any type of spark 

that comes from human causes along the road. 

This clearing also benefits deer or other animals that may 

come out of the brush along the road. If we cut the trees  

Continued on page 6. 

“If you want to be happy for a year, 

plant a garden; if you want to be 

happy for life, plant a tree.” 

English Proverb 

Fig. 2 
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Continued on page 8. 

“Going Above and Beyond to Protect Against Wild Fire” Continued from 

Page Five: 

and brush back, they can see cars and we can see them, so 

we can stop and not hit them. This saves animals' lives and 

damage to our cars. 

Leaving riparian areas alone can also be detrimental to our 

forest and range land. Brush in any timbered area draws 

water from the trees and also lifts the fire to the trees. Brush is 

a fuse from our creeks and rivers to our timberland. We need 

to cut the brush out of these areas and let the trees shade 

the water ways. 

Taking these steps is self-preservation for us. 

Defensible Space 
By A. Taylor Johnson, ODF Community Wildfire Forester 

My phone rings on a late August day in 2019. On the other 

end of the phone is my dad calling from Reno, Nevada. 

“Taylor. I’m about to lose my house.” 

I anxiously listened as he sized up the blaze. Little did he 

know, I was sizing up his panic as he spoke in a shaken voice 

and incomplete sentences. It appeared as if his worry was 

growing at the same rate of the wind-driven wildfire. Bear in 

mind, this is a man I have known all my life as a calm, cool, 

and collected individual. However, in an emerging wildfire, 

his calculated thinking was reduced to radical thought 

processes. When my dad stopped to take a breath, I asked 

if he had maintained the defensible space around his 

property, which was mostly a mix of sage brush and cheat 

grass. He said he had and even expanded it to a greater 

distance over the previous spring. 

You might be asking, What is defensible space? Defensible 

Space is a natural and/or landscaped area around a 

structure that has been maintained and designed to reduce 

fire danger. According to the National Fire Protection 

Association (NFPA), this area can be broken into three 

zones: Immediate, Intermediate, and Extended. The 

Immediate Zone, also known as the Home Ignition Zone, is 

characterized as 0-5 feet from your home’s foundation. This 

area should be devoid of all vegetation/fuel sources. My 

suggestion to you right now is to picture your own home. Do 

you have trees and shrubs in this immediate zone? Do you 

have a stack of firewood just outside the side door for easy 

access? Do you have bark dust or mulch surrounding the 

footprint of your foundation? These are just a few examples 

of the things we need to pay attention to when we assess  

Be a Detective! 

Report Any EAB Sightings 

Oregon State University is offering its 

Forest Pest Detector course online for 

free, at: 
https://workspace.oregonstate.edu/

course/Oregon-Forest-Pest-

Detector?hsLang=en 

You can progress at your own pace. 

Report any suspected EAB infestation 

you spot to: 
https://oregoninvasiveshotline.org/  
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PARTNER TREES 
By Nancy Thornton 

We had partner trees by our drive. 

A pair of sentinels. 

A united form 

Symmetrical and straight. 

One tree had scarred and wasn't 

healthy. 

It was harvested and sent to the mill. 

Now its mate stands alone. 

Its shape is lopsided. 

A puzzle piece without a counter part. 

 

A widow tree. 

A figure that grew and was formed 

by  

rubbing and leaning upon its partner; 

was stronger through the storms 

and  

provided a united shade 

in the heat of the day. 

Now it stands alone, 

learning its own strength. 

 

Proud OSWA Member 
 

Have you purchased your outdoor OSWA sign yet? 

 

$45/sign 

Ask a Yamhill County SWA Board member how to order 

Continued on page 8. 
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 “Defensible Space” Continued from Page Aix: 

our homes for wildfire preparedness. 

Back in Reno, a rolling black column of smoke 

was bearing down on my dad and his home. I 

was able to explain to him with high enough 

confidence that his home could survive this 

conflagration. However, he needed to shift his 

focus to evacuating his animals and grabbing 

his “go” bag. Having prioritized the defensible 

space around his home, he was able to think 

clearly and act decisively when the order 

came for him to evacuate. 

“Okay, I’m packed and loaded. I just need to 

take one last look at the house before I lose it.” 

Fear, while inconvenient in the ways it can 

manifest, can be a powerful tool. Once we 

understand that fear, we can find ways to 

mitigate the risk and minimize the fear. A great 

way to use that to our advantage is to prepare 

for that risk. Start small with the Immediate 

Home Ignition Zone around your house. Clear 

anything that can burn in that immediate 5 

feet around your home, and you’ll be one step 

closer to making your home and property 

more resilient. 

The Logger Genie 
A rigging crew of three was working their way 

down a road. As they pulled a turn, an old 

brown bottle rolls out of the dirt. One of the 

chokermen, thinking it might be an antique 

with some value retrieves it and starts rubbing 

the dirt off with his shirt sleeve. In a puff of 

smoke, out pops a genie from the bottle. 

Looking about and seeing the three he says, “I 

usually grant three wishes when I appear so I 

will grant each of you one wish.” 

The first chokerman says "I wish I was in Hawaii 

with a million dollars surrounded by beautiful 

people," and poof he is gone in a puff of 

smoke. 

 

The second chokerman says "I don't really want 

to go to Hawaii. I want to be on a beach in 

Florida with a billion dollars surrounded by 

beautiful scantily clad people." He also 

disappears in a puff of smoke. 

The rigging slinger is left all alone watching the 

rigging coming back with three kinky choker 

lines dragging the ground when the Genie says, 

"What will it be? I haven't got all day for you to 

decide." The rigging slinger takes a second look 

at the chokers getting close and says, "I want 

them guys back here right now," and with a puff 

of smoke it is done! 

“Though a tree grows ever so high, the falling 

leaves return to its roots.” 

Chinese Proverb 
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   OFRI UNDER ATTACK 

By Nicole Wood 

Once again on the political 

agenda, Oregon Forest Resources Institute 

(OFRI) is being threatened, this time by HB 

3019, which is an attempt to siphon off OFRI 

funding. Created by the legislature in 1991, 

OFRI's purpose is to educate landowners, 

school children, and the general public 

about best practices in forestry.  

OFRI is exclusively funded by our harvest 

timber dollars through the Forest Products 

Harvest Tax. OFRI does not receive general 

taxpayer funding; not one dollar from the 

general fund goes to this fantastic forestry 

education and research organization that 

is open to everyone.  

Please reach out to your representatives or 

members of the House Committee on 

Agriculture, Land Use, Natural Resources, 

and Water and share with them your story 

about how OFRI helps you, your family, and 

your community.  Find Representatives' 

contact information at:  

http://oregonlegislature.gov/house/Pages/

RepresentativesAll.aspx   

Thank you. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

REMINDER:  If you 

intend to use power-driven 

machinery this year, 

please submit your 

application through the 

FERNS website of Oregon 

Department of Forestry@ 
http://ferns.odf.oregon.gov   

Once on the website, first 

create your account.  Then click on 

“NOTIFICATION OF OPERATIONS/PERMIT TO 

OPERATE POWER-DRIVEN MACHINERY (NOAP)” 

and apply today! 

FERNS - Forest Activity Electronic Reporting and 

Notifcation System. The Oregon Forest Practices 

Act (FPA) requires forest landowners and operators 

to notify the Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) 

at least 15 days before they begin forest 

operations on any non-federal lands in Oregon.   

If you have questions or need help with the 

website, please call your ODF local office (reach 

ODF's Forest Grove office at 503-357-2191).  They 

are wanting and willing to help. 

Fig. 7 

 

Advice from a Tree 

 Stand tall and proud. 

 Go out on a limb. 

 Remember your roots. 

 Drink plenty of water. 

 Be content with your natural beauty. 

 Enjoy the view. 

Fig. 3 
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Weeds in the Woods 
By Dan Upton 

Plant ID: Poison Western Waterhemlock 

Just when you thought it was safe going into 

the woods after identifying poison hemlock, 

Conium maculatum, along comes the most 

poisonous plant in North America, Western 

Waterhemlock, Cicuta douglasii. 

Western Waterhemlock, also known as 

cowbane, wild parsnip, and beaver poison, is 

the most violently toxic plant in North 

America. It is an herbaceous plant that 

grows along streams, boggy areas, rivers, 

and irrigation ditches throughout the Western 

United States and Canada. 

Identification: 

The plant grows 2 to 8 feet tall with hollow 

green stems. The most identifiable part is the 

root system, which is bulbous and mostly 

hollow with vertical partitions that form 

distinct chambers. Aside from the roots, a 

quick identifier of Western Waterhemlock is 

the smooth, solid green stem, whereas 

poison hemlock's stem has dark maroon 

splotches. 

The leaves are feather-like in form, dividing 

several times into narrow-toothed and lance-

shaped leaflets ranging from 1-4 inches long. 

A good identifying characteristic of the 

leaves is leaflet veins that end at the bottom 

of the leaf serrations, not at the serration tips. 

Flowers are white and grouped in umbrella-

shaped clusters. Each flower produces two 

kidney-shaped seeds that remain viable for up 

to three years. The plants reproduce from seed 

or vegetatively from overwintering roots. New 

plants may be established via seed movement 

in water or mud. 

 

Continued on page 11. 

Toxic roots with discrete chambers. 

Fig. 4 
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Fig 9. 

“Weeds in the Woods” Continued from Page Ten: 

Toxicity: 

Cicutoxin, the toxic substance in Western 

waterhemlock, is a highly poisonous unsaturated 

alcohol with a strong carrot-like odor. Cicutoxin 

acts on the central nervous system to cause 

violent convulsions resulting in victim death. 

Though the toxin is found throughout the plant, 

the strongest concentrations are in the root 

system. A cut or broken tuber (root) releases a 

highly poisonous brown or straw-colored liquid 

that is deadly to wildlife, livestock, and humans. 

It is unsafe if taken by mouth or applied to the 

skin. A walnut size piece of root can kill a 1,200-

pound horse or cow. Records indicate death 

may occur within 15 minutes to 6 hours after 

exposure. 

Accidental poisonings usually occur when 

waterhemlock is mistaken for edible plants like 

artichoke, celery, sweet potato, sweet anise, 

wild parsnip, and wild ginseng. 

 

 

Control: 
Mechanical:  Hand pulling is effective if the 

soil is moist, but the entire root system must 

be removed, which is difficult. Wear gloves 

and other protective clothing, including 

face protection. The plant should be placed 

in a plastic bag for disposal. Burning is not 

recommended because the smoke may 

contain toxins that could cause illness and/or 

death.  Do not touch any part of your face 

with your hands. 

 

Chemical:  Herbicide application is most 

effective in late spring or early summer. 

Recommended herbicides include 

Glyphosate, 2,4-D and picloram, and 2,4-D 

and MCPA.  Follow label instructions for 

mixing rates, application rates, and 

appropriate use near water. If chemical 

control is used in grazing areas, 3 weeks of 

exclusion fencing is recommended because 

of increased palatability of sprayed plants.  

Repeat treatment as needed until the seed 

bank is depleted. 

White flowers grouped in umbrella-shaped 

clusters. 

Feathery, narrow-toothed leaves. 

Fig. 5 

Fig. 6 
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Day Date(s) Topic/Presenter(s) Location 

Wed 
3/22/2023 

6:30 PM 

Exploring Log Markets for Conifers and Hardwoods 

Jeff Clevenger, Hampton Lumber, and Josh Miller, NW Hardwoods 

OSU Extension Office 

McMinnville, Oregon 

Sat 
4/22/2023 

9:00 AM 

Rydell Tree Farm Tour 

Leonard Rydell & Jacqueline Schroeder 

SW Fort Hill Road 

Willamina, Oregon 

Wed 
4/19/2023 

6:30 PM 

Lessons from the Black Rock Thinning Project 

Mike Cafferata, District Forester, ODF Forest Grove Office 

OSU Extension Office 

McMinnville, Oregon 

Sat 
5/24/2023 

6:00 PM 

YCSWA Annual Dinner Meeting 

Keynote Speaker – Joan C. Hagar, PhD Researcher with the US 

Geological Survey, Forest and Rangeland Ecosystem Science Center. 

Topic:  Forest bird habitat 

Beulah Park 

410 E 3rd St 

Yamhill, Oregon 

Fri 
6/09/2023 

1:00 PM 

Small Equipment Demonstration Tour 

Mark Pauletto and Hal Hagglund 

10900 NW Rex Brown Rd 

Carlton, Oregon 

Th-Sa 6/22-6/24 OSWA Family Forest Convention / Oregon Tree Farmer of the Year Tour 
Estacada High School 

Estacada, Oregon 

Wed 
7/26/2023 

6:00 PM 

Yamhill County 2023 Tree Farmers of the Year Tour  

with sisters Mary Ann Nolan and Marcella Satalich 

6320 SE Telegraph Rd 

Amity, Oregon 

Sat 
9/16/2023 

9:00 AM 

A day of demos with Carbon Works Tree Service:  

Lukas sawmill, tree climbing, and chipping,  

with Blaine and Sandy Vandehey; ISA and CF 

11011 NE Finn Hill Loop  

Carlton, Oregon 

Calendar of Events 

Yamhill County Small Woodlands Association (oswa.org/blog/yamhill/) In-Person Meeting or Zoom — Social 6:30/Start 7:00 PM 
OSU Extension Office 2050 Lafayette Ave, McMinnville, OR 


