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An Association of Small 
Woodland Owners Dedicated to 

the Protection, Management, 
Use, and Enhancement of 

Oregon's Forest Resources 
...and having a good time doing it

 
                                     Joe Moore         541 993-0522      Terry Lamers 503 930-3946   Erik Lamers 503 931-7751 
  Directors                        John Hettwer     503 873-6583      Jock Dalton    503 623-2817   Michael Skindrud 503 837-9855 
                                            Pat Wheeler       503 838-1436      Mark Havel   503 876-2197   Bruce Bull   503 508-0964 
                                            Secretary/treasurer                        President, Newsletter editor    Vice President 
        
 
  Greetings OSWA members, families and friends; Fall-Winter 2022-23, Nov. Dec. and January 
 
 
It seems the endless summer has come to an end and that we might even get a frost by the time you read this. 
The group of directors on the letterhead got together to shoot the breeze and come up with some event and 
tour ideas and it seems we have another good quarter coming up.    
 
As we look back to other years, other fall quarters, there have been all sorts of tours and events.  
Mushroom hunting is just around the corner, but may be delayed by a month like everything else this year.  
And as we think of this quarter just passed; there were three events including our annual meeting, a tour of 
high ground in Lincoln County. And lastly, just a couple of weeks ago we had a great tour of a log yard and 
scaling station.  And because of that log scaling demonstration and discussion, I’d like to dedicate this issue 
of our newsletter to taking “The Sawyer’s View” (which exposes and discounts various flaws in a log.)  
 
I recently had the great experience of buying some really nice oak logs and went through a log scaling 
exercise with the fellow I bought them from.  From The Sawyer’s View, from the end of the log, you can see 
how the tree may have gone through changes, in shape or direction, and these are the segments of the log.  A 
good way to imaging what a sawyer is looking for, or to stay away from, is a ‘board ending knot’ or 
something of the sort.  This could be a ‘re-direct’ that ends a log segment or one of the many other defects 
like: rot, shake, crotches, water seams, sliver pulls, sweep, splits or checks.  We’ll have examples of some of 
these things at our winter field day next quarter, but what a surprise to find that our trees don’t always make 
perfect logs and that the scaling cylinder is far from the only feature to look at.  Talk to the log buyers and 
have them send you their log spec sheet and then look closely at the logs you are shipping, and be honest 
about the flaws you may see there.  Then your scale tickets will seem more like what you are expecting. 
 
At our annual meeting and then again last week at our directors’ meeting, we discussed the duties and 
involvement of our directors (on the letterhead above). All members are invited to come and participate in 
our directors’ meetings.  See photos below of our directors, in the Dallas city park, and our editor converting 
the minutes of our directors meeting into our newsletter. Would you like to come and participate, or just 
watch and listen?  Contact someone on the letterhead if you would like to get notice of the next quarter 
directors’ meeting, near the end of January. We’ve met in the Dallas city park the last two or three meetings, 
but with the next one in January, we’ll discuss bringing it inside.  
 
 

https://orswa.littlegreenlight.com/constituents/search/co-last_name/Bull/comb/tel:5035080964
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        Directors meeting, no dress code enforcement!               Leaf me alone, I’m writing the newsletter.  

 
A new addition to the directors’ group is Michael Skindrud, who with his wife Marilyn Essex owns 80 
acres just west of Dallas. This quarter Michael and Marylin will host a tour of their place.  They had the 
support of several NRCS contracts at each stage of the management planning and development of their 
property and will discuss their NRCS experiences. They will also describe the help they’ve had from their 
consulting foresters, Jon Hemstreet and Matt Fehrenbacher (Trout Mountain). This sounds like a most 
interesting tour, with many main topics ticked off on the forestry importance list.   
 
Their tour is just a few days away, so plan on coming to 16330 Ellendale Rd., Dallas Saturday November 
12 from 10 am till noon for an information packed tour and discussion. Beware that Google and Apple 
Maps may send you to Oakdale Road, a mistake. Find the Safeway store in Dallas, then remain on Ellendale 
and drive directly west for 2.4 miles to their driveway entrance. Call Michael if you get lost (503-837-9855). 
We will be walking a loop of just under 2 miles with some significant hills, but the paths are not difficult.  
Wear boots and raingear if we have rain and possible mud.  The loop will showcase oak woodlands, upland 
grassland and lowland meadows, mixed hardwood and conifer stands, newly planted redwoods, and a 
riparian area. Hot cider under a covered terrace in front of the fireplace will be ready as a reward at the end 
of the tour. 
 
THE EMERALD ASH BORER has been coming our way for the last 12 years or so and is now here. 
Sightings in Forest Grove and Aurora suggest it may be valley wide soon and there will be dead ash trees 
everywhere.  Your newsletter editor will be harvesting pre-infestation ash and milling what looks like a 
mountain of wood.  We will have sawmilling as part of a tour/demonstration day out here near Willamina 
during the winter quarter. 
   
THEN AFTER THE HOLIDAYS              burp                   Thursday January 12 at 10 am 
We will have a most interesting tour and presentation of the value-added wood products business of our past 
director and friend Ryan McBride.  You’ll remember about 5 years ago when Ryan wowed us at the annual 
meeting with a slide show and talk of his log home business in Colorado. So, I know we will see some 
terrific craftsmanship and projects of note.  In talking about this tour, Ryan mentioned that it was he and his 
partner that did the majority of the work on the new event spot and winery along Hwy 22 in west Salem.  
Consider the key words; logs, timbers, joinery, sawmilling, architectural and structural finished wood. I’m 
sure that these are only part of it.  This tour will be held at the new shop and yard of Ryan and his partner 
(also Ryan), at the old Oak Knoll driving range on the south side of the highway at 6050 OR 22, 
Independence OR 97351.  This is behind a large Arbor Vitae hedge and across from the Restlawn Cemetery. 
 
Lastly, about the same time as you receive this newsletter from your local chapter, you will also be getting 
your re-up notice from the state organization that is OSWA.  At the local level we really look forward to 
seeing you at these and future events, so we hope that you take care of that pesky bill before you forget. 
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