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Oregon Small Forestland Grant
Program provides funds for
wildfire preparedness
by Alex Rahmlow, ODF Program Lead
Small forestland Grant Program

The 2021 Oregon Legislature passed Senate Bill 762, comprehensive
legislation passed with bipartisan support that will provide more than $220
million to help Oregon modernize and improve wildfire preparedness.
This will be accomplished through three key strategies:
--creating fire-adapted communities
--developing safe and effective response
--increasing the resiliency of Oregon's landscapes
The bill is the product of years of hard work by the Governor's Wildfire
Council*, the Legislature, and state agencies. Section 24 of this bill directs
the Oregon Department of Forestry to establish a grant program to provide
competitive grants to help small forestland owners reduce wildfire risks.
The legislature approved $5 million for projects that reduce wildfire risk by
restoring landscape resiliency and reducing hazardous fuels (vegetation) on
small forestlands.
https://www.oregon.gov/gov/policy/Pages/wildfirecouncil.aspx
*On January 30, 2019, Governor Brown signed an executive order creating the
Governor's Council on Wildfire Response:

Small Forestland Grant Program
1) Small Forestland Grant (see
attached Call For Proposal, p. 13)
--$4 million to fund a competitive
grant program focused on crossboundary landscape scale forest
resiliency projects
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2) Dead and Dying Tree Removal
--$500,000 to competitive, internal
ODF proposals funding landowner
rebates. Landowners receiving
rebates will be required to work with
certified arborists to identify and
remove large dead and dying trees
within a 100-foot defensible space
perimeter around homes on parcels
which demonstrate current or past
fuel mitigation efforts.
Priority will be given to rebates which
include urban forest products for cut
material (biomass, biochar, or
firewood).
(continued p. 2)
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Yes, a WOWnet
online book club!
by Wylda Cafferata
Secretary, Lane County Chapter
Tiffany Hopkins, OSU Extension
WOWnet Coordinator, has organized
an onliine book club! WOWnet,
Women Owning Woodland Network,
sponsors chainsaw workshops, maple
syrup worshops, and nature walk, and
now a book club. Every two weeks,
over twenty women from all parts of
Oregon meet on-line to discuss Robin
Wall Kimmerer’s inspiring book,
Braiding Sweetgrass.
We explore Dr. Kimmerer’s philosophy
of gratitude for all nature provides.
Her ideas are rooted in Native
American mythology and agricultural
practices, and examined through 21st
Century scientific eyes, giving us all
much to ponder as we plan our own
land management practices.
Robin Wall Kimmerer will be delivering
the Starker Lecture on January 26,
2022. Many WOWnet members plan to
attend, either in person or virtually.
Once we finish Braiding Sweetgrass,
we hope to move on to other books.
WOWnet is inclusive; all are welcome
to join our book club. For more
information, contact Tiffany Hopkins at
tiffany.hopkins@oregonstate.edu. Or,
if book clubs aren’t for you, consider
reading the book on your own. It will
give you pause for thought. !

A Joint
Publication of the
Benton, Lane,
Lincoln, and Linn
County chapters
of the Oregon
Small Woodlands
Association

Grant (continued from p. 1)

Section 24

3) Firewise Community Support

Bill Language:
--$500,000 to support Firewise
Communities via competitive grant
awards, funding projects that reduce
(1) As used in this section, “small
(a) Prioritization of projects on
hazardous fuels and protect
forestland
owner”
means
an
forestland in extreme or high
community infrastructure.
individual, group, federally recognized
wildfire risk classes described in
Priority will be given to communities Indian tribe in Oregon or association
section 7 of this 2021 Act.
with more than 5 combined acres or that owns:
(b) Owner commitment to
those with community forests that
(a) Up to 160 acres of nonindustrial
maintaining fuel reduction
demonstrate additional resource
private forestland west of the crest
treatments.
concerns are met.
of the Cascade Mountains; or
(c) Owner possession of a forest
Oregon Forest Health
(b) Up to 640 acres of nonindustrial
management plan.
Highlights of 2020

Prepared by the US Forest Service
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/
FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd947558.pdf
This is a great resource to learn more
about keeping your forest healthy.
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private forestland east of the crest
of the Cascade Mountains.

(2) The State Forestry Department
shall establish a small forestland
grant program for the purpose of
providing grants, on a competitive
basis, to support small forestland
owners in reducing wildfire risk
through the restoration of landscape
resiliency and the reduction of
hazardous fuels on the owners’
property.

(d) Project proximity to current or
past fuel mitigation efforts,
supported by any owner, or
funding source, that would
contribute to cross-boundary,
landscape-scale forest resiliency.
(e) Whether the project addresses
additional resource concerns,
such as insect and disease
management.

(f) Whether critical facilities and
infrastructure may receive
(3) In consultation with partners and
enhanced protection due to
stakeholders, the department shall set
project outcomes.
criteria for assessing grant
applications and awarding grants. The
criteria may include, but need not be
Editor's note: See 'Call For Proposal',
limited to:
p. 13) !

Editor: Rich Clark
PO Box 427
Independence, OR 97351

541-740-8380
quarterly.clark@peak.org

Letters to the editor accepted, but
may be edited for content and length.
The views and/or opinions herein
expressed may not necessarilly be
the opinion of Benton, Lane, Lincoln,
or Linn County members, or the
editor.
A quarterly publication of
the Benton, Lane, Lincoln
and LInn County Chapters
of the Oregon Small
Woodlands Association
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Want to learn about
forestry?
Go to
https://knowyourforest.org/
TreeSchoolOnline
or
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/
forests/health-managment

OSU Extension Online Calendars
Benton, Linn, & Polk Extension Events
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/benton/forestry-naturalresources
Sign up for the Compass and Needle mailing list
to receive an email notice when an event is scheduled.
Contact Jody Einerson:
jody.einerson@oregonstate.edu
541-713-5000

or
https://www.oswa.org/blog/foresthealth/

Lane Extension events:
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/lane/upcoming-classesevents
Contact Lauren Grand:
lauren.grand@oregonstate.edu

Upcoming Events
Getting to know forest amphibians of Oregon, Tuesday, January 11,
3 - 4:30 pm, Free webinar, register at https://us02web.zoom.us/
webinar/register/WN_YW0uMNBVRo-8nesYM3eyIQ .
Lane County chapter annual meeting, Wednesday, January 19,
2022, via Zoom 7:30 – 8:30 pm.
Benton County chapter virtual annual meeting, Thursday, January
20, 6 to 7 pm. See details p. 12.
Extension Service 2022 Online Land Steward Course, Tuesday,
January 25, 6 pm - Tuesday, April 5, 8 pm. See details p. 15.
Linn County chapter annual seedling sale and Local Woods Fair,
Saturday, February 5, Linn County Fair and Expo Center. See p. 9
for details.
PORTLAND FORESTERS – 503-222-9772
Scott Ferguson
Barry Sims
Mike Messier
Mindy Laird-Garcia
CORVALLIS FORESTERS – 541-435-0383
Mark Miller
Matt Fehrenbacher
Shane Hetzler
Pamela Hines, Office Manager – 503-409-2888
info@troutmountain.com

Lane County chapter seedling sale, Saturday, February 5, Alton
Baker Park.
Lane County chapter quarterly board meeting, February 5, 12 – 2
pm, Alton Baker Park.
Lincoln County chapter seedling sale, Saturday, February 26, 10 am
– 3 pm, or until supply runs out, Table Mountain Forestry, 247 NE
Highway 20, Toledo. See details p. 10.
Linn County chapter virtual annual meeting, to be determined. See
details p. 9.
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Lane County Chapter News
by Gary Jensen
President, Lane County Chapter

modify Oregon’s Forest Practice
have a Lane County OSWA chapter.
Laws. These proposals could restrict This past year we have experienced
As the 2021 year comes to an end
forest landowners’ access and rights the addition of two new directors
and we begin the 2022 year, we look
to manage their forests by imposing who replaced Alan Petersen and
forward with optimism that we will be
restriction on streams and other
Mike Atkinson. The new directors
able to get back to a more normal
environmental concerns. They will are Dan Kintigh and Kate
schedule of events and have the
also be following legislation intended McMichael.
opportunity to gather and socialize
to increase harvest taxes or other
with our members.
Also, I would like to give a special
assessments against forest
thanks to Wylda Cafferata, our board
This past year has definitely
landowners.
secretary, who has provided
provided many challenges, but
exceptional service in
we endured and were fortunate.
The 2021
communicating with chapter
During the summer of 2021
Small
Forestland
Grant
Program
members, assisting with the
LCSWA was able to hold the
is
committed
to
providing
planning of events and keeping
2019 Tree Farm of the Year tour,
all informed of chapter activities.
$5 million in grants
at Gordon and Gail Culbertson’s
tree farm off Penn Road.
Gordon Culbertson, chapter
to small forestland owners
treasurer, has also played a
At the state level, OSWA was
to reduce wildfire risks
significant role in the chapter
committed to ensuring we were
over
the past year. Gordon took
represented during the 2021 Oregon
With
the
end
of
2021,
I
would
like
to
on
the
responsibilities
of the
legislative session. Fortunately for
compliment
all
of
Lane
County
Small
treasurer
and
has
continued
the
all of us, OSWA was able to
Woodlands
Association
Board
strong
physical
oversight
of
the
suppress legislative efforts intended
to tax and restrict the management members for their dedication to the chapter’s income and expenses.
chapter and continued commitment A very special thanks goes out to
of our forest lands. However, the
challenge of legislation covering our to serve and volunteer time in
Kate McMichael, one of the new
forest lands will continue into 2022. support of the chapter and its
directors, for stepping up to increase
activities. Were it not for their
the chapters access to the tech
OSWA will be closely following
commitment and time, we would not
(continued p. 5)
proposed legislation intended to

Winter 2021-22

Gary Jensen, President

treegary@aol.com
(541) 935-8653
Dick Beers, V.P./Membership Chair (541) 729-2516
rbeers2606@comcast.net
Wylda Cafferata, Secretary
wyldac@gmail.com
(541) 937-3114
Gordon Culbertson, Treasurer
ggce@aol.com
(541) 285-3288
Tom Bauman
linsayga@peak.org
(541) 746-8990
Rick Olson
rolson2@attglobal.net
(541) 997-3792
Chuck Volz
chuckvolz67@gmail.com
(541) 746-6361
Dan Kintigh
KmhRtree@aol.com
(541) 868-5154
Kate McMichael,
tandkate@gmail.com
Facebook host
(415) 216-6515
Dan Menk, ODF Forester (541) 935-2283 ext. 230
Daniel.J.MENK@oregon.gov
Lauren Grand, OSU Extension
(541) 579-2150
lauren.grand@oregonstate.edu

NOW BUYING
Douglas-fir, Hem-Fir Logs, Timber & Timberland,
as well as Oregon Forest Biomass
CONTACT
Logs/Land/Timber: Greg Willie gwillie@senecasawmill.com

Office 541-461-6259 Cell 541-915-0631
Biomass: Kevin Tuers ktuers@senecasawmill.com
Office 541-461-6242 Cell 541-913-2143
Post Office Box 851, Eugene, Oregon 97440
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Lane County

(continued from p. 4) result of Senate Bill 762 and being

world. She created a Facebook
page for the chapter as well as
taking on the responsibility of
updating and maintaining the
chapter’s web page. Kate is a new
member to OSWA, whose tree farm
was drastically impacted by the
Holiday Farm Fire. We extend our
special thanks to Kate for all she has
done, and wish her and Teressa the
best in re-establishing their forest.
I would like to acknowledge a longtime member of OSWA and the wife
of board member Tom Bauman,
Lindsay Reaves. Lindsay has taken
over the chapter’s annual seedling
sale and has ensured we have
seedlings and a location for the
event. This year the seedling sale
will take place on Saturday, 5
February 2022 at Alton Baker Park
starting at 8 am and closing when
sold out.
With the end of the year, OSWA has
made changes to its operational staff
with the hiring of Rick Zenn. Rick is
now the Executive Director of
OSWA, and with his leadership the
organization has successfully
addressed the challenges it was
facing this past summer and
currently is moving in a positive
direction. We all are looking forward
to a productive and positive 2022
and want to thank Rick for taking on
the task. Rick will also be joining us
at our annual meeting.
In closing, I would like to make sure
all are aware of a program coming
out of the legislature in 2021 as a

administered by the Oregon
Department of Forestry.
(Editor's Note::See overview article
on p. 1, and Call For Proposal on p.
13.)
The 2021 Small Forestland Grant
Program is committed to providing
$5 million in grants to small
forestland owners to reduce wildfire
risks by restoring landscape
resiliency and reducing hazardous
fuels.
To find out more information on the
plan, contact
Alex Rahmlow, Program Lead at
ODF.

Lane County Extension Forester:
Lauren Grand – Lauren can be
reached through the Eugene Office
for Extension Service.
996 Jefferson St
Phone: 541 579-2150
Eugene, OR 97402
email:
lauren.grand@oregonstate.edu
Take care and enjoy your forest. We
look forward to seeing you at
LCSWA’s upcoming events and our
heartfelt good wishes go out to all
who have been impacted by the local
fires.
Gary Jensen, LCSWA Chair !

Alex’s phone – (458) 201-1174, or
E-mail: alex.j.rahmlow@oregon.gov.
You can also go to the ODF web
page for information on the plan and
the process for applying.
Just a reminder, it is that time of the
year to pay your annual dues and I
encourage all to support the work of
OSWA by paying your dues as soon
as possible. Thanks!
Lane County Upcoming Events:
-Annual Meeting –January 19, 2022
via Zoom 7:30 – 8:30 pm
-Seedling Sale at Alton Baker Park
– Saturday, February 5, 2022
-Quarterly Board Meeting –February
5, 12 – 2 pm at Alton Baker Park
-Tree Farm tour with 2020 Tree
Farmer of the Year – Spring/
Summer 2022
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The Woodland Fish and
Wildlife Group
is made up of forestry and wildlife
professionals from state and
federal agencies, universities, and
private organizations that work
together to develop educational
publications about fish and wildlife
species and habitat management.
Publications are written specifically
for small woodland owners in
Oregon and Washington.

Publications are now available on
the web and are easy to download
and print as needed:
www.woodlandfishandwildlife.com

Linn County Chapter News
by Tim Otis
President, Linn County Chapter

'The Mother Tree' book offers lesson
about connections
I had been staring at these five
Douglas-fir trees on our tree farm
and wondering why they were so
much healthier and larger than all
the rest of the stand around them.
One tree is an enormous “wolf tree”
with dead branches on the lower 50

feet of trunk below the live
crown. The others are about 80
years old. Most of the trees in
that relatively flat area are the
same age. The soil cannot be
much different throughout the
stand.
These five were not getting any
more sunlight than their
neighbors during their early life.
Plus, they are much closer
together than anybody would
have planted them. It’s a
mystery. Also, the entire stand can
only be described as “clumpy.”
Overall, there is an average spacing
of about 30 feet, but most trees are
much closer together, or much
further apart than that. This
phenomenon has always puzzled
me.
When I was working for the Forest
Service one summer, we were
counting Douglas-fir beetle
(Dendroctonus pseudotsugae) in
stands in eastern Oregon. The trees
we found attacked by beetles were

also in clumps. Five or ten trees
together were dying. Clearly, there
are many factors causing this,
including aggregation and antiaggregation pheromones, weather,
tree health, soil moisture, and a host
of other things (disclaimer: I’m not an
entomologist).
Still, this pattern did not follow my
inherent worldview of trees in
competition for resources, with the
strongest surviving. Also, there were
some marginal looking trees within
the larger stand that were not
attacked by beetles, and some
healthy-looking ones were in those
dying clumps. How did the tree
clumps survive or die as groups?
I recently read The Mother Tree by
Suzanne Simard, a professor of
Forest Ecology at the University of
British Columbia. Ms. Simard
received her PhD in Forest
Sciences at Oregon State
University. I had first heard about
her work while taking a silviculture
class there at OSU. Her research
shows that fir forests have
underground networks of
(mycorrhizal) fungi growing on tree
roots in a symbiotic relationship.
(continued p. 7)
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Connections (continued from p. 6)
Her studies show how these fungi
and roots facilitate communication
between trees and other plants in
the surrounding ecosystem. The
trees and plants exchange carbon,
water, and nutrients, and
communicate defense signals.
Her research shows that ‘Mother
Trees’ supply carbon and nutrients
to young trees through these
mycorrhizal networks. The crossspecies networks allow carbon
sharing between Douglas-fir and
birch trees. Naturally, Dr. Simard
was initially ridiculed for this work,
before eventually being recognized
as being correct in her research
conclusions.
It has changed the way I look at the
forest, and gave me another
perspective on what lies below the
surface. I took a more informed look
at those big fir trees. I remember
pruning the lower dead branches of
those trees, then about 40 years old,
and seeing all different kinds of
mushrooms poking up around me.
We, who live in the western United
States are an independent lot,
Oregonians more than most. Not
sure why, exactly. Maybe partly the
mythology of the pioneer, fiercely
making it on his own, needing no
help. Maybe some of us have been

In October, Mike Barsotti led a tour of his Lyons tree farm.
COVID protocols were in place.
disappointed by someone close,
preferring doing for ourselves to
trusting someone else. It may be
partly the idea of “Self-Reliance” put
forward by Ralph Waldo Emmerson,
that within each of us is a deep force
that is borne out in extreme
individualism. Many of us grew up in
homes that promoted this view (I
did). But lately, I have been reevaluating independence and
interdependence in my life.

Linn County Chapter Officers
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director

Tim Otis

541-619-4918

Jonathan Christie 503-394-3192
Shirley Holmberg 541-259-3963
Mike Barsotti
503-859-2993
Jim Cota
541-367-3232
Bonnie Marshall 503-769-6510
Larry Mauter
805-400-8552
Lee Peterman
541-223-3935

timothy.otis7@gmail.com
christie@smt-net.com
vestis3@gmail.com
barsotti@wvi.com
bonnieym@wvi.com
osomauter3@att.net
petey711@hotmail.com

Standing Committees
Activities
4-H Education
Membership
Publicity
Scholarships
Seedling Sale
TFOY Selection
Linn deputy

Lee Peterman
541-223-3935
Fay Sallee
541-451-5322
Jim Merzenich
541-466-5005
Larry Mauter
805-400-8552
Katie Kohl
541-405-2564
Bonnie Marshall 503-769-6510
Joe Holmberg
541-259-3963
Deputy Paul Eves 541-967-3950

petey711@hotmail.com
sksallee@yahoo.com
jim@oakbasin.com
osomauter3@att.net
kohl@proaxis.com
bonnieym@wvi.com
praediolum@gmail.com
PEves@linnsheriff.org

7

Now, I’m not saying here that there is
no merit to being confident in one’s
views, just that there may be much
more complexity underlying the truth
of a situation than “I am sure that I
am right about everything I have
thought, and those who disagree
with me are just plain wrong”.
Perhaps a bit of humility is in order, a
bit of listening. A bit more caring
about another’s thoughts and
feelings, and less worrying about
mine. Possibly there is a
“mycorrhizal” network connecting all
our human roots. A network that
allows us to provide concern and
care for the young and stressed
around us. Maybe you are a
Douglas-fir and I am a birch. We can
learn to respect and value our
differences, learn to help each other,
to become a truly inter-dependent
community. !

Linn Chapter Board shares activities, hopes
by President Tim Otis, membership chairman Jim Merzenich, and the Linn County Board of Directors

Hello neighbor:

leadership groups. 4-Hers and their
parents are among the volunteers
The Linn County Small Woodlands
Association values its members and participating in the two-day seedling
the activities and information that we sale.
provide is intended to reflect your
Money from the Robert F. Mealey
needs and desires.
Pine Fund has paid for the creation
of a two-panel forestry education
The past two years have been a
sign and a grove of Willamette Valley
challenge. In the midst of a
Ponderosa pine at Sunnyside Park
worldwide pandemic, the historic
near Foster Reservoir. The 60-tree
wildfires of 2020 shocked all of us.
Woes continued in 2021 with virtually grove was planted in March.
Construction of a kiosk covering the
no rain between mid-June and
September. Drought and excessive signs is now under way. A formal
dedication for the project is expected
heat caused widespread tree and
in the spring of 2022. Similar
seedling mortality affecting many
education projects are being
tree farmers.
considered.
Because of the pandemic we
Along with providing stories for the
cancelled the annual meeting and
Quarterly Bark, our chapter has an
potluck at the Z hall in Scio in both
2021 and again in 2022. This event active website linncountyswa.com.
packed with news about past and
is traditionally held on the third
future events including quarterly
Saturday in January.
board meetings. It has recently been
Members who are in a financial bind reformatted, with posting duties and
and have trouble paying their OSWA editing chores being handled by 4dues for 2022 should contact Jim
Merzenich, our membership
chairman (jim@oakbasin.com). It is
more important to retain you as a
member than to collect every dollar
of dues.

Hers. Members are welcome to add
stories and news items to the site.
We welcomed the summer of 2021
with a walking tour of Oak Basin tree
farm near Brownsville where we
discussed both active timber
management and habitat
enhancements for the endangered
Fender’s Blue butterfly. The valley
view from the top of the ridge was
worth the hike. This event was
immediately followed by a five-day
record heat wave. We will increase
woodland tours, mill tours and forest
management workshops as COVID
restrictions are eased. Write-ups of
our tours and workshops are posted
on our website.
The purpose of the tree farm
competition is to promote
responsible forest management. To
achieve this goal, we honor tree
farmers who can then serve as a
model for others. Large or small,
(continued p. 9)

The financial status of our chapter
remains healthy. As we seek your
continued support, know that we
remain active and are striving to
host activities and workshops to
help you better manage your tree
farm.
Our annual seedling sale continues
as our mainstream fundraiser. With
COVID restrictions in place, the
26th annual event set records for
both quantity of plants and net
profits. The next sale is set for
February 5, 2022. Using proceeds
from the seedling sale, three Linn
County college students are
sharing $6,000 in renewable
scholarship money this year. Another
$2,500 in scholarship money has
been awarded to 4-H forestry and

Lee Peterman, left, and Bill Bowling (both past chapter
presidents) harvest rock and plant pine seedlings at
Sunnyside Park outside Sweet Home. Jim Cota used a
12-inch bucketing mini-excavator to dig 50 holes.
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February 5 seedling sale, local woods fair
planned for Linn fairgrounds
27th annual scholarship fundraiser offers choice stock in
small lots; pre-orders urged due to limits
by Bonnie Marshall
Linn County Seedling Sale Chair

We are really looking forward to
hosting our annual seedling sale in
person and anticipate having our
Local Woods Fair. Please join us
again in the Santiam Building
February 5 from 8 am until noon! We
will follow current COVID guidelines
in a safe and pleasant environment.
With that in mind, please be flexible
and understanding if we need to
make changes. We will work
diligently to keep you informed via
email (or phone call) if there are
major changes.

scholarships and other programs that
promote forest and natural resource
education. In 2021 we awarded
$7,600 to our outstanding college
scholars and 4-H students!

The Local Woods Fair, held in
conjunction with our seedling sale, is
hoping to return with vendors selling
wood-related products, as well as
organizations to talk about resources
they have available, ways to help
manage your woodland property, or
just share their knowledge. Again,
please be flexible with us if we need
Because of the increasing popularity to make changes.
of our sale, and the uncertainty of the To help make your seedling sale
times, we strongly encourage
shopping easier, see the pre-order
everyone to pre-order early. There is form.
a great selection of bareroot and plug
For best selection, availability, and
seedlings this year, most of them
peace of mind (yours and ours), we
natives. We are offering conifers,
encourage you to pre-order your
deciduous trees and shrubs,
evergreen shrubs, and several native seedlings early. Our preorder
wildflowers to meet your plant needs. deadline is January 22, 2022.
Orders should be mailed with your
Proceeds from our sale continue to
check or money order to the address
fund the chapter’s forestry-related
on the order form.
college scholarships, 4-H
Feel free to share information about
Linn Board (continued from p. 8) our seedling sale with family and
friends. An information packet and
new to tree farming or not, we all
pre-order form (to print out and mail
have stories to tell and successes
in) will also be available soon on our
and mistakes to relate to others. Our
website (linncountyswa.org). Online
tree farmers of the year for 2021 are
ordering is not yet available but may
Mike and Jo Barsotti of Lyons. A tour
be for our 2023 sale.
and outdoor lunch at their tree farm
If you have any questions, or would
were held on a fine October day.
Please thank the Barsotti family and like to be removed from our mailing
list, you may contact me at
consider being recognized as a
future Linn County tree farmer of the bonniem@wvi.com or (503)
769-6510. If you are still receiving
year.
our seedling sale information via snail
Beyond your membership, we hope mail but have an email address, we
you might consider joining the board would love to update our information.
of directors or perhaps contributing
It will help us get any changes sent to
to one of the standing committees.
you timely.
The board meets quarterly and
As always, we look forward to seeing
follows COVID protocol at the
you! Thank you for your support! !
gatherings. !
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COVID worries again
cancel in-person
annual meeting
by Larry Mauter
Linn County Publicity Chair

With COVID concerns again making
headlines, the 2022 Linn County
Small Woodlands Association
annual meeting will be a black-type
affair.
As was done last January, the
annual gathering announcement at
the Z Hall in Scio will come to your
mailbox via a post card.
Directors made that decision
December 2 after discussion of the
options. Board president Tim Otis
cited current pandemic issues,
adding he was “uncomfortable” with
a winter indoor gathering including
pot-luck dinner and 4-H activities.
Board members agreed, voting
unanimously to have board
secretary Jonathan Christie do a
mail-out similar to last year.
The mailing will include a ballot
measure of board nominees to fill
upcoming three-year terms.
Nominees presented by the board
are Mike Barsotti and Jim
Merzenich.
Barsotti will also step into the
LCSWA vice president’s post.
Barsotti is a current member of the
statewide Oregon Small Woodlands
Association board and past
president of that group. He and wife
Jo Barsotti are the 2021 Linn County
Tree farmers of the year.
Last year’s deadline to return ballot
was Feb. 15.
Board members expressed hope
there can be an outdoor summer
picnic for members in 2022. As was
the case last year, board members
also agreed to donate $100 to the
Scio Z Hall for maintenance issues.
That amount is equal to the hall’s
nightly rental fee. !

Lincoln County Chapter News
This year, the sale format will be
similar to last year in regard to
COVID health guidelines. Masks are
required indoors at the event, and
we ask customers to practice
physical distancing. As usual, native
by Judy Pelletier tree seedlings and some native
Lincoln Chapter Secretary shrub species will be available, but
pre-orders are not required.
The Lincoln County chapter will host Seedlings will be $2.00 and up.
its annual native tree seedling sale
This annual event is designed to
on Saturday, February 26.
provide the public with affordable
native tree seedlings (especially
LOCATION: Table Mountain
timely after many trees were
Forestry, 247 NE Highway 20,
scorched by the heat wave last
Toledo (Red building on the corner
summer), to promote natural
of NW A St. and Hwy 20).
resource awareness, and to
TIME: Sale hours are 10 am – 3 pm, increase forest owners’ knowledge
or until supply runs out.
as stewards of their land.

Lincoln County
tree seedling sale
Saturday
February 26

Lincoln County Chapter Board Members
President
Past Pres.
Vice Pres.
Treasurer
Secretary
Membership
Board mem.
Board mem.
Board mem.
Board mem.
Board mem.
Board mem.

Peter M. Bregman
Joe Steere
Joe Steenkolk
Jan Steenkolk
Judy Pelletier
Nick Dahl
Steven Allan
Jim Holt
Andy Kittel
Tom Wiley
Tim Miller
Pami Monnette

541-563-6428 pmbregman@msn.com
503-879-5717 jsteere@miami-corp.com
541-875-1541 jjs@casco.net
541-875-1541 jjs@casco.net
541-336-3855 jpelleti@charter.net
541-270-1359 n.dahldisposalservice.com
541-994-7117 oregonarmed@msn.com
541-563-4213
541-961-6461 apk1944@gmail.com
541-336-2268 coyote@peak.org
541-444-1088 tmillerfarms@gmail.com
541-283-5119 Pamela.Monnette
@oregonstate.edu
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Contact Joe Steere at
steere@miami-corp.com with any
questions and orders. Douglas-fir,
hemlock, western red cedar, noble
fir, red alder, red osier dogwood,
Oregon ash, Oregon grape, Indian
plum, mock orange, Pacific ninebark,
Colorado spruce, Sitka spruce,
Oregon white oak, red flowering
currant, and giant sequoia seedlings
will be available until supply runs
out. Large orders of 100 – 200+
Douglas-fir, noble fir, western red
cedar and western hemlock should
be available but may be limited. !

Lincoln County
Volunteers of The Year
by Judy Pelletier
Lincoln Chapter Secretary

Reece Dobmeier, Alyssa Steenkolk,
Monica Steenkolk and CJ Steenkolk
have been selected by the board
members for their outstanding
dedication in providing help when and
where needed for all the chapter
events during this year and previous
years. This includes setup, running
stations, and cleanup for our seedling
sales, tours, and annual meetings.
Reece Dobmeier is currently
employed as timber sales forester for
the Confederated Tribes of Siletz. He
received the Oregon State University
Outstanding Student Award from the
Oregon Society of American
Foresters (OSAF) in 2021. Monica
Steenkolk is an engineer working in
the 3D Printing Solutions department
for Hewlett Packard. Alyssa Steenkolk
is chiropractic assistant at FlexFit
Chiropractic. CJ Steenkolk has a
degree in forestry and is currently
working as a civil engineer in
Portland. The three granddaughters
of Jan & Joe Steenkolk are no
strangers to the timber industry and
have participated in chapter events
for many years. !

Kraus family tree
farm mini-tour
by Rita Adams
Benton Co. SWA Education chair

With a warming fire provided by Van
Decker, owners Rita Adams, Beverly
Crabtree and John Krause welcomed
20 fellow tree farmers to their tree
farm. Harold and Betty Krause spent
over 40 years logging and thinning,
removing over 1,700 MBF on their 40acre tree farm. Invited guests Gary
Blanchard from Starker Forests,
George Mickenham--logger, truck
driver; and neighbor Van Decker
shared stories about Harold and
those experiences that have shaped
what the tree farm is today.
The talking points included the issues
that occurred with getting young trees
growing, and the agencies that
helped with problems. ODFW helped
with an emergency kill permit to help
with deer eating 4 acres of trees.
USDA provided a drought aid grant
that helped lower the costs of
replanting and spraying due to a
severe drought.
Preliminary growth plots were
provided for information on a 2005
stand. Questions discussed were
when to thin, and how much.
John Krause shared road design and
maintenance for ATV safety.
Discussions were shared about what
goes on the four-wheeler; how to
secure the fire extinguisher and tools;
and benefits of small battery-operated
chainsaws.
The extension service provided a link
to ATV safety course.
http://www.rideatvoregon.org/
It was a great fall day with spectacular
views of Mary’s Peak. With over 50
years of past history, this tree farm is
moving into the next 50 years. !
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Benton County Chapter News
by Dave Ehlers
President, Benton County Chapter

Happy New Year woodland owners!
It is an exciting time for our Benton
County chapter. We have our annual
meeting on January 20 where we will
receive updates from our Treasurer
Jane Brandenburg, our Membership
Lead Sarah Edwardsson, & our
Program Director Pat Boren. We will
then accept board nominations,
review board recommendations and
elect members to the board. Next
comes Van Decker’s Log Report
followed by OSWA’s new Executive
Director Rick Zenn, who will
introduce himself and present his
perspectives on our organization.

day educational program, including
the Private Forestry Accord and
legislative updates, followed by the
Silent Auction & Awards Banquet.

The other big story for our Benton
chapter is hosting the 2022 Oregon
Family Forest Convention which
will take place June 23, 24, & 25.
Activities will be centered at the
Benton County Fairgrounds with
morning OSWA & OTFS board
meetings, local afternoon tours, and
an evening social with dinner and
entertainment on Thursday. Friday at
the fairgrounds will highlight an all-

September and by combining the
fairground facilities with a large tent,
we are committed to celebrating the
first in-person Oregon Family Forest
Convention next summer. Please put
it on your calendar and contact us if
you interested in helping.
bentoncoswa@gmail.com

Annual Meeting
by Dave Ehlers

On Thursday, January 20, from 6
to 7 pm, please come share a
virtual beverage of choice, help
us take care of annual
organizational business, and listen
The convention will culminate on
to a presentation from Joan
Saturday with the Oregon
Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year Hagar. She will share her insights
2021 Tour featuring Ed Easterling’s on working forests and birds, as well
as ideas for improving habitat on our
Crestmont Farm Family. Ed has
done a wonderful job developing his properties.
unique operation over the past 15
Joan is a research wildlife bologist
years including agroforestry,
for the Forest and Rangeland
commercial timber production with a Ecosystem Science Center of the
nod towards habitat function and a
U.S. Geological Survey.
conservation piece which
She received her Ph.D. in Forest
The highlight of the meeting will be a emphasizes education, recreation & Ecology from OSU in 2004 and
presentation from Joan Hagar, “From diversity. You won’t want to miss this serves as affiliate faculty of OSU’s
Environmentalist to Forest Ecologist: unique & beautiful tree farm.
Department of Forest Ecosystems
Lessons learned from a career
The Benton Chapter Board has been and Society in the College of
studying forest birds”.
planning for the convention since
Forestry. Hagar’s work focuses on

See you in the woods! !

Benton County Chapter Board Members
Please contact via bentoncoswa@gmail.com
President , Dave Ehlers
Program Director, Pat Boren
Secretary, Diana Blakney
Treasurer/Webmaster, Jane Brandenburg
Membership, Sarah Edwardsson
OSWA Liaison, Nancy Hathaway
TFOY Coordinator, Dave Hibbs

(541) 231-7094
(541) 929-2144
(541) 230-1248
(541) 929-5519
(541) 745-2062
(541) 758-5510
(541) 752-3245

Education Chair, Rita Adams
Member at Large, Darrell Oakes
Member at Large, Dena Oakes
Member at Large, Ed Easterling

(541) 752-3324
(541) 929-3858
(541) 929-3858
(541) 286-7860
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forest and wildlife ecology, wildlifehabitat relationships, and restoration
of native habitats. We are very
excited to have Joan share her
knowledge in January. Meeting
details to follow. !

New publication focuses
on small mammals
The newest publication from the
Woodland Fish and Wildlife Group
introduces readers to the diverse array of
small mammals in the Pacific NW. This
publication discusses the benefits, as well
as the damage caused by these critters,
and the steps forest landowners can take
to provide better habitat for these species
and protect them from threats such as
climate change.
Small Mammals in Managed Woodlands:
Tools for Family Forestland Owners
provides a background and context for
better understanding the role managed
forests play in providing habitat for small
mammals. Concepts covered in the
publication include thinning, protection of
habitat features and connectivity. For Info:
www.woodlandfishandwildlife.com. !

ODF 2021 Small Forestland Grant Program
Call for Proposals
Overview
The 2021 Oregon Legislature passed and the governor signed into law Senate Bill 762, which creates provisions
for wildfire risk response, mitigation, and planning.
Section 24 of this bill directs the Oregon Department of Forestry to establish a grant program to provide competitive
grants to help small forestland owners reduce wildfire risks. The legislature approved $5 million for projects that
reduce wildfire risk by restoring landscape resiliency and reducing hazardous fuels (vegetation) on small
forestlands.
This call is intended to fund forest fuel management activities small forestland owners have outlined in their Forest
Management Plans. Funds will be allocated for work performed in the current 2021-2023 biennium (running July 1,
2021, through June 30, 2023). Project WORK MUST BE COMPLETED BY JUNE 15th, 2023, with final invoices
and report received no later than June 30th, 2023. Project work completed after June 15th, 2023, will not be
reimbursed even if the project budget has not been expended in full.
Project sponsors
Project sponsors may bill up to 10% of the grant for project expenses. Local ODF foresters may be engaged by
project sponsors to provide technical assistance regarding wildfire risk treatment planning and inspections. ODF
technical services may not exceed 15% of project cost. If a project sponsor requests ODF technical assistance,
contact information for the ODF forester must be provided.
Project sponsors not partnering with ODF field staff must have a trained forester or natural resource specialist on
staff and must be one of the following Organizations:
--Local watershed councils on OWEB’s 2021 Map of Watershed Councils,
--Oregon State University Extension Service,
--Land trust that is a member of the Coalition of Oregon Land Trusts,
--501(c)(3) forest health partnerships,
--Soil and Water Conservation Districts in the Oregon Association of Conservation Districts, or
--Other state or local government natural resource agencies
Project Eligibility
Projects must support “small forestland owner(s)” defined as an individual, group or federally recognized Indian
tribe in Oregon, who owns up to 160 acres west of the crest of the Cascade Mountains or up to 640 acres east of
the crest of the Cascade Mountains. Project submissions must also meet the following eligibility requirements:
--Project reduces wildfire risk through the treatment of hazardous fuels
--Property owner(s) of project site(s) do not own more than 160 acres (west of cascade crest)
--Property owner(s) of project site(s) does not own more than 640 acres (east of cascade crest)
--Total project sponsor and ODF technical assistance costs do not exceed 25% of total project cost
--Total project cost is greater than $10,000 and up to $500,000.
--25% leverage required
Funding Priorities
Projects that are eligible to receive this funding are limited to treatment activities which reduce wildfire risk through
the reduction of hazardous fuels. Projects which demonstrate multiple restoration objectives and location priorities
listed below will score higher than those that do not.
Proposed project addresses some of these:
1. Reduces risk of crown fire (required)
2. Enhance wildlife habitat or improves watershed health
3. Biomass or utilizes non-commercial forest products
4. Insects and diseases, drought mortality, invasive species, or storm damage
5. Watershed (HUC-12) wildfire risk class is moderate, high, or extreme
6. Project enhances protection of critical facilities, infrastructure, or creates shaded fuel breaks along
roadways
7. Parcels adjoining current or past fuel treatments
(continued p. 14)
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Call For Proposals (contiued from p. 13)
8. Lands with a forest management plan in place or enrolled in one of the following applies:
a. Oregon Forest Management Plan (Uniform Plan)
b. Forest Stewardship Program Plan
c. Properties with a Stewardship Agreement and/or enrolled in the Healthy Forest Reserve Program
d. Natural Resource Conservation Service’s Conservation Implementation Strategy areas, with wildfire
risk as the primary resource concern
e. Member of Oregon’s Tree Farm System
f. American Family Forestland’s Carbon Program
g. My Land Plan
h. Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board’s Focused Investment Partnerships (Oak Woodland and Dry
Type Forest Habitats)
i. Oregon Fish and Wildlife’s Habitat Conservation and Management Plan
j. Community Wildfire Protection Plan high priority treatment areas
Fundable Activities
Fuel reduction prescriptions to reduce wildfire intensity/burn severity/rate of spread including but not limited to:
Direct costs associated with prescribed fire
--Pre-commercial thinning
--Mowing or mastication
--Pruning
Slash treatments from non-commercial operations limited to:
--Chipping, hauling, pile burning or biochar
Mechanical treatment of forest fuels in preparation for future prescribed fire
Other forest management activities listed in owner’s Forest Management Plan intended to reduce the risk of stand
replacing wildfires
Brush and tree removal addressing canopy loss associated with:
--Parcels impacted by wildfires within the last 7 years
--Insects and diseases
--Drought mortality
Treatment of invasive species including juniper encroachment
Landowner outreach and education activities aimed at improving treatment connectivity of proposed project
Ineligible Activities
Projects generating a net-profit
Note: projects that reinvest all profit into further restoration activities are allowed. Projects with a sale component
need to provide supporting documentation prior to reimbursement requests are processed, as well as follow all
applicable ODF Forest Practices rules and regulations. Profit does not count towards 25% match
Project submissions where project sponsor owns or intends to own land receiving proposed treatment(s) (Land
Trusts for example)
Funds cannot be used to pay for any activity required by applicable rule or regulation
Work within a designated Riparian Area or other protected or sensitive status
Planning activities that are not tied to the treatment of or reporting on fuel reduction activities within the project
area
Reimbursement for previous forest or fuel management activities
Proposal listing activities that cannot be accomplished before June 15th, 2023
Submission and Review Process
We encourage applicants to work with other potential applicants within their planning area when developing
project proposals and describe this coordination in their submission. Project proposals with itemized budget
cost sheets are due to the email listed below by 5 pm PST on January 10th, 2022. Eligible projects will be
scored and prioritized for funding based on the funding priorities and scoring rubric above. Partial funding of
proposals may be considered.
Submit Project Proposals to:
With the Subject Line

alex.j.rahmlow@oregon.gov
“ODF Small Forestland Grant Program, 2021 Proposal”
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Proposals should be simple and brief. Eligible concept proposals will include an attached map, budget worksheet
and a write up, approximately a page long, with bolded headings for the following:
Project Name
Contact Information
Treatment location (75-word limit)
Description of Treatment Activities (250-word limit)
Description of the anticipated benefit (200-word limit)
Timeline for implementation (75-word limit, Bullets preferred)
Budget (100-word limit) and complete the provided sample invoice.
Applicants should pay their contractors and submit a request for reimbursement to ODF directly.
Project Reporting
Awarded projects will be required to provide an update with submitted invoices and a final report in 2023 prior to
final invoices being processed.
Application Process and Timeline
November 2021
CFP released
January 10, 2022
Project Proposals Due
January 28, 2022
Outreach to awarded projects
Fall, 2022
First invoice and project update due (TBD)
June 15th, 2023
All project expenses incurred
June 30th 2023
Final Invoice and Project Report Due
Small Forestland Grant Program Contacts
Alex Rahmlow, Program Lead
alex.j.rahmlow@oregon.gov

Phone: (478) 201-1174 Email:

Notes on Forest Management Plan:
Necessary information to implement forest management activities or
prescriptions including evaluated stand condition, concerns identified,
stand inventory and recommended alternative(s). Plan components
should reference and/or demonstrate Best Management Practices (BMP)
for forest management. !

CUSTOM LOGGING
THINNING IS OUR SPECIALTY
CABLE AND GROUND BASED
ROAD BUILDING
CERTIFIED AND EXPERIENCED
TIMBER PURCHASES LAND PURCHASES
AVAILABLE FOR ANY SIZE JOB
Contact: Levi Beelart

24044 Decker Rd. Corvallis, OR 97333

541-954-0282 BandGLogging.com
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Extension Service 2022 Online
Land Steward Course
The online Land Steward course from
OSU Extension combines self-paced
online modules with instructor-led
webinars. It is designed for busy adults
who enjoy online learning and who
want to create goals for their land and
learn how to achieve them.
The course includes:
-Nine self-paced online lessons (one
new lesson each week)
-Three instructor-led virtual classes
featuring resource experts
Topics covered:
-Creating a management plan
-Forest and woodland management
-Wildfire preparedness
-Wildlife habitat
-Stream management
-Healthy soils
-Pasture management
-Rural water-systems
-Rural economics and enterprise
For information, contact Rachel Werling
541-776-7371 Ext. 211
Tuesday, Jan 25, 6:00 pm - Tuesday,
Apr 5, 8:00 pm
Event cost: $150 (land partner discount
$50 off)
Register (https://pace.oregonstate.edu/
catalog/land-steward-short-course) !
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Woods Words
Cabin fever—a. When a man lives too
long alone, sticks too much to his own
cabin, he gets to talking to himself; this
is cabin fever, b. Also applied to a small
crew working away from other people;
men get on each other’s nerves after a
long period.
Caked up--Drunk on extracts more
properly used in baking cakes (in
prohibition times).
Calks—Short, heavy spikes in the soles
and heels of woods shoes to give sure
footing on logs. Known everywhere as
“corks.” Come in different lengths for
different kinds of work.
Camp robber—A Canada jay. Follows
men around in the woods, bumming
lunch, will grab any food left unwatched
for a second.
Camp run—A basis for selling all the
logs produced by a camp without sorting
them for grade.
Can opener artist—A poor cook.
--from Woods Words, by Walter F.
McCulloch, Dean of School of Forestry,
Oregon State College, 1955-1966. !
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