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Under the big tent is where you will
find tree farmers in late June, as
OSWA & OTFS celebrate the first in-
person annual Family Forest
Convention.
We will be back together for the first
time in three years, connecting
through our forests as we celebrate
all things associated with owning
forestlands in the great state of
Oregon. The convention will be at the
Benton County Event Center &
Fairgrounds, 110 SW 53rd Street,
Corvallis, from Thursday June 23
until Saturday June 25.

Accommodations:
Courtyard by Marriott, Corvallis
Special group rate: $139
Book with an Agent: Call (541)
753-0199 and ask for a room under
the “Oregon Family Forest
Convention” block.
Book a Room Online: https://
www.marriott.com/event-
reservations/reservation-link.mi?
id=1638901913125&key=GRP&app=
resvlink
Camping: Benton Oaks RV Park
(541) 766-6521
www.bceventcentercorvallis.net/p/
getinvolved

Eating, drinking, & socializing will
occur primarily under the Big Tent.
Exhibitors will also be in the Big Tent,
which will be placed in the grassy
area north of the Auditorium. Guerber
Hall and the auditorium are large and
well-ventilated, with plenty of space
to spread out if COVID circles back in
June. We plan on offering a safe
experience for all attendees.

Thursday June 23
Morning Business: Guerber Hall
Join us first thing Thursday morning
for the Oregon Tree Farm System
Board Meeting. OTFS & OSWA
partners will then present their
quarterly reports, followed by the
Oregon Small Woodlands
Association’s board meeting. Anyone
associated with OSWA and/or OTFS
is encouraged to attend and
participate in these meetings. These
are your organizations, and everyone
should try and learn more about the
two boards and their operations.
Anyone registering and attending the
Board Meetings will be eligible for a
free lunch.

Afternoon Tours:
Check-in and assemble at
appropriate buses west of the Big
Tent prior to the afternoon tours:

(continued p. 2)
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In the US, one third of our landmass
is forested, and over 39% of that is
privately owned. Forests provide so
many services to us, including a
source of heating, providing timber,
clean air, water filtration, flood
control, fish habitat, and so much
more in our lives.

When we think about forest
ecosystems, we probably don’t think
of them being the earth’s greatest
source of terrestrial carbon storage.
Forests sequester carbon by
capturing CO2 from the air via
photosynthesis and then store carbon
in the tree as biomass. About half of
the carbon is stored in the trunk,
limbs, and leaves, while another half
is stored in the roots and soil around
the tree. Besides capturing carbon,
forests are good at storing it for long
periods of time.
Forest carbon sequestration and
storage projects are now accessible
to small woodland owners in the US.

(continued p. 9)
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Family Forest Convention
(continued from p. 1)

--Finley National Wildlife Refuge
Dave Hibbs, Leader

Finley National Wildlife Refuge
(FNWR) is well-known among
birders as a stop-over for over-
wintering and migrating aquatic
birds. It is less well-known for its
upland oak and prairie habitats. We
will see how FNWR has been
approaching management of these
uplands (thinning, mowing, burning,
planting, etc.) to improve habitat
quality. The refuge has promised
some big machines for us to admire
and covet. This will be a one mile
walk with mild slopes on rough
(mown) surfaces.

--Site Preparation, Reforestation,
and Fire: How they can work
together to create your next forest.
Ed Easterling, Leader

Starker Forests will host a tour
discussing various forms of site
preparation and fuels reduction. We
will see and discuss options to treat
slash and use prescribed burns to
reduce the risk of fire. We will hear
about Starker’s lessons learned and
experience in the field and how
important early planning is to a
successful operation.

--Hull-Oakes Lumber
Darrell Oakes & Pat Boren, Leaders

Hull-Oakes Lumber is one the last
commercial mills in the country
capable of using steam power to run
the saw mill and cut large timbers up
to 85’ long.
These timbers are now sequestered
in such destinations as the Big
Thunder Mountain Railroad at
Disneyland, the Ark Encounter in
Kentucky, the USS Constitution in
Boston as replacement timbers, and
the picnic table at Benton County

Fairgrounds and Event Center in
Corvallis, Oregon. The mill has been
on the National Register of Historic
Places since 1996.
The tour will be during hours of
operation and attendees will need to
be able to walk some stairs.

Evening:
Convention Social
in the Big Tent

No host Bar, Picnic Dinner, Door
Prizes, Raffle, and Axe Throwing.
The end of a perfect day, so get your
rest for Friday!

Friday June 24
All day session:

Big Tent & Auditorium

If you are registered for the all-day
program, then you will get your
breakfast & lunch in the Big Tent. We
will have two 30-minute breaks and a
one-hour lunch to browse the 30
exhibitor tables.
The early morning session will focus
on communication. (cont'd p. 5)

mailto:quarterly.clark@peak.org


OSU Extension Online Calendars

Benton, Linn, & Polk Extension Events
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/benton/forestry-natural-

resources

Sign up for the Compass and Needle mailing list
to receive an email notice when an event is scheduled.

Contact Jody Einerson:
jody.einerson@oregonstate.edu

(541) 713-5000
Lane Extension events:

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/lane/upcoming-classes-
events

Contact Lauren Grand:
lauren.grand@oregonstate.edu

Upcoming Events

Wild Flowers of the Forest, Saturday, April 2, 9 am – Noon. See
details p. 13.

Linn County Small Woodlands Association Board quarterly meeting,
Thursday, June 2, 5 pm. See details p. 7.

Tree School Online – Healthy Streams: a family’s journey toward fish
habitat restoration, Tuesday, April 12, 3 – 4 pm. See https://
extension.oregonstate.edu/tree-school/tree-school-online.

Birds of the Forest, Saturday, May 14, 8 am – Noon. See details p.
13.

2022 Oregon Family Forest Convention, Thursday, June 23 –
Saturday, June 25. Benton County Event Center & Fairgrounds, 110
SW 53rd Street, Corvallis. See details p. 1.

Benton Small Woodlands Association Annual Picnic, Saturday, July
23, Castle Family Forest. Details to follow. See p. 13.

PORTLAND FORESTERS – 503-222-9772
Scott Ferguson

Barry Sims
Mike Messier

Mindy Laird-Garcia

CORVALLIS FORESTERS – 541-435-0383
Mark Miller

Matt Fehrenbacher
Shane Hetzler

Pamela Hines, Office Manager – 503-409-2888

info@troutmountain.com
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Want to learn about
forestry?

Go to
https://knowyourforest.org/

TreeSchoolOnline

or

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/
forests/health-managment

or

https://www.oswa.org/blog/forest-
health/

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/benton/forestry-natural-resources
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/benton/forestry-natural-resources
mailto:jody.einerson@oregonstate.edu
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Gary Jensen, President treegary@aol.com
(541) 935-8653

Dick Beers, V.P./Membership Chair (541) 729-2516
rbeers2606@comcast.net

Wylda Cafferata, Secretary wyldac@gmail.com
(541) 937-3114

Gordon Culbertson, Treasurer ggce@aol.com
(541) 285-3288

Tom Bauman linsayga@peak.org
(541) 746-8990

Rick Olson rolson2@attglobal.net
(541) 997-3792

Chuck Volz chuckvolz67@gmail.com
(541) 746-6361

Dan Kintigh KmhRtree@aol.com
(541) 868-5154

Kate McMichael, tandkate@gmail.com
Facebook host (415) 216-6515

Dan Menk, ODF Forester (541) 935-2283 ext. 230
Daniel.J.MENK@oregon.gov

Lauren Grand, OSU Extension (541) 579-2150
lauren.grand@oregonstate.edu

NOW BUYING

Douglas-fir, Hem-Fir Logs, Timber & Timberland,

as well as Oregon Forest Biomass

CONTACT

Logs/Land/Timber: Greg Willie gwillie@senecasawmill.com
Office 541-461-6259 Cell 541-915-0631

Biomass: Kevin Tuers ktuers@senecasawmill.com
Office 541-461-6242 Cell 541-913-2143

Post Office Box 851, Eugene, Oregon 97440

Lane County Chapter News
by Gary Jensen

President, Lane County Chapter
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We began 2022 with optimism and
looking forward to getting back to a
more normal routine for LCSWA.
And finally, it’s happening. We held
our annual meeting virtually in
January and accomplished the
board’s responsibilities. Attendance
was marginal, but we got our
business done.
The annual meeting was followed by
our yearly seedling sale held at Alton
Baker Park. The sale was well
attended and successful, thanks to
Lindsay Reaves. We sold out by 10
am and grossed over $15,000.
We are working on tree farm tours
and currently have our first one
scheduled for early June. We will be
updating you as we finalize the date.
The tour will take place at the Kintigh
Tree Nursery outside of Springfield.
This will be our first opportunity to
come together, outdoors, this year
and we want to encourage families
to join us. There will be special
events for children, a lunch for all
and a tour of the Kintigh tree farm.
We look forward to catching up.

A second tour is being planned for
mid to late August. We will be
updating you on that as we put it
together.
In closing, I would like to make sure
all are aware of the Private Forest
Accord (PFA) which has been
finalized by Oregon’s 2022
legislature. The act is the product of
a collaborative committee organized
by the governor with the intent to
upgrade and make significant
changes to Oregon’s Forest Practice
Act. These changes are currently in
the process of being implemented by

ODF and are expected to be
activated beginning 2023. Go to
OSWA’s web page to update
yourself and review details of the
PFA. (www.oswa.org)
Just a reminder, it is that time of year
to pay your annual dues and I
encourage all to support the work of
OSWA by paying your dues.
Thanks!
Lane County Extension Forester:
Lauren Grand – Lauren can be
reached through the Eugene Office
for Extension Service.
996 Jefferson St
Phone: 541 579-2150
Eugene, OR 97402
email:
lauren.grand@oregonstate.edu
Take care and enjoy your forest. We
look forward to seeing you at
LCSWA’s upcoming events and our
heartfelt good wishes go out to all
who have been impacted by the
local fires.

Gary Jensen, LCSWA Chair !

mailto:lauren.grand@oregonstate.edu


5

Family Forest Convention
(continued from p. 2)

The late morning session will focus on
tree farm action items, such as
management plans, Ecotrust’s
Landmapper, and improving
wildlife habitat.
The early afternoon session will be
devoted to the Private Forestry
Accord and what small forestland
owners need to know and do.
The late afternoon session will focus
on leadership in OSWA & OTFS.
We will hear from Ben Deumling, our
Board of Forestry representative, and
from the Committee for Family
Forestlands. The last half of this
session will be a breakout session of
chapter officers.
The program will officially wrap up at
4 pm, then small woodlands
logging equipment will be
demonstrated north of the Big Tent
from 3:30 pm until 5 pm.

Evening: Awards Banquet
No host bar, Dinner & Awards
Ceremony
Present, 25, 50, & 75-year Tree Farm
signs
Announce 2022 Chapter Outstanding
Tree Farmers of the Year
Recognize 2022 Chapter Members of
the Year
Recognize 2022 Riggin’ Slinger
Award
Show Videos of 2021 Chapter
Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year
Announce 2022 Oregon Outstanding
Tree Farmer of the Year

Saturday Morning:
2021 Oregon Outstanding Tree

Farmer of the Year Tour
Fun with Ecological Forestry: You'll
Never Know Until You Try
The Crestmont Farm Family brings
together a broad mosaic of timber
plantations, mixed-species forests,
oak woodlands and savannas,
riparian areas, habitat for endangered
species, silvopasture, and grazed
pastures. Crestmont's objectives
include concurrently producing
income while enhancing biodiversity
for native plants, wildlife, and people.
Join us for a field tour highlighting the
results achieved from the unusual
techniques and treatments Ed
Easterling and his team use to
integrate timber production and
habitat management. We will see how
they experiment to improve efficiency,
productivity, and forest aesthetics.
The tour will include a cumulative mile
of walking on gentle, improved
trails.!

NW Woodlands
Magazine searching
for a new editor

by Anne Mahoney
Editor, Northwest Woodland Magazine

Northwest Woodlands magazine. The
quarterly publication reaches 3,500
members and stakeholders of these
four nonprofit organizations. It has
been a recognized Northwest
publication since 1985.
The future editor should demonstrate
qualifications to perform the work,
including strong writing, editing and
organizing skills, comfort talking with
advertisers and the ability to work
independently. An understanding of
family forestry issues and the goals
and missions of the small woodland
associations will be considered in the
selection. Technical knowledge and
understanding of Pacific Northwest
forests is a plus.
The publisher (Washington Farm
Forestry Association) estimates work
requires an average of 12-15 hours
per week. Due to the nature of
publication deadlines and for travel to
five annual meetings, more hours will
be required during certain times; the
contractor will provide their own office
and schedule their own time to meet
these deadlines. The initial term of the
contract is anticipated to be one year
with extension based on mutual
agreement between the parties.
The the RFP is open until April 22.
Work orientation begins with the
outgoing editor on August 1 and full
responsibility begins on October 1.
A copy of the RFP is available by
contacting Anne Maloney at:
annewithnww@gmail.com or by
visiting the recruitment webpage at:
www.wafarmforestry.com/RFP-Editor-
NWWmagazine.!

The Oregon Small Woodlands
Association, Idaho Forest Owners
Association, Montana Forest Owners
Association and Washington Farm
Forestry Association are seeking a
contractor to provide editing, writing
and administrative services for



Two Tramps in Mud Time
“The blows that a life of self-control
Spares to strike for the common good
That day, giving a loose to my soul
I spent on the unimportant wood.”

from the poem by Robert Frost

What do you call several things that
are seemingly unrelated, happening
to you at the same time, all coming
together at once? (No, not a car
accident.) Serendipity, I think.
Making sense of our lives takes
patience, humility, and maybe a
friend who can point out what, to
them, is obvious. My wife Kathy did
that for me yesterday. Here’s what
she helped me see.
Frost’s “Two Tramps in Mud Time” is
about his love of splitting firewood.
It’s also about two strangers who
want to take his job for pay, and the
challenge to find things in life that are
both personally fulfilling while filling a
need in the world--the task of
combining one’s avocation and
vocation. It is something we all
struggle with, I imagine.

I share Frost’s love for splitting
wood. This week, in Oregon’s
‘mud time’, Kathy and I were out
in the woods cutting up, splitting,
and stacking in our old pickup,
next winter’s supply of firewood.
These were three perfect
Douglas fir trees that had blown
down in a wind storm about a
year ago.
Wood splitting is an activity that
combines heavy physical activity
with a Zen-like state of placing
your mind where you can, without
thinking, drop the splitting maul
exactly where you want, time after
time, with an ease and rhythm that
defies explanation. It is a bit like
shooting free-throws.
After lots and lots of practice, the
muscle memory takes over, and it is
almost effortless. Of course, we
have a very nice wood splitter, which
runs on electricity, and can do most
of the work for me. It is the self-
imposed replacement, when my arms
tire, for the task I love.
Also, this week, we are hiring a

contractor to build open sheds on the
side of our metal pole-barn shop.
One side will be for firewood storage.
It is situated so that the afternoon
summer sun can bake this wood
down to a nice 10% moisture content,
but the winter rains will stay off.
My “temporary” firewood storage
areas of the last 20 years will finally
be dismantled, the tattered tarps
thrown away. At this late date, it is a
new start for firewood storage.
Part of the motivation for all this
firewood activity is the amazing wood
fireplace insert that my daughter and
son-in-law built into their new home.
It is such a pleasure to build a fire in
that modern marvel of heating! It
has a catalytic after-burn chamber,
burns with essentially no smoke,
and contains a room-air circulation
system.
Kathy and I have been assisting, a
couple of days each week, with
taking our grand-daughters to
school and back, and to soccer
games and practices. We take
them firewood almost every week. I
usually keep a fire going in that
wood stove. I tell them it is to save
electricity, but in fact, it is mostly for
the joy of sitting in front of the fire,

(continued p. 7)

Linn County Chapter News
by Tim Otis

President, Linn County Chapter
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Two Tramps in Mud Time



Mud Time (continued from p 6)
reading, and watching the rain fall
outside the window.
Last fall, we had a party on our deck,
with good friends, good food, and a
fire in the fire-pit. It had already
rained plenty by then, so the wildfire
danger was over.
This spring we are planning another
deck party between rain storms.
These gatherings around the fire
have become, a metaphor for all
kinds of activities that draw us
together. Maybe for you it is your
faith group, your Fantasy Football
friends, or your co-workers.
It’s time, I think, to value and bring
back whatever it is that creates this
community for each of us. I like to
build a fire to stare at, warm my
hands, and let the conversation go
where it will. I can watch the firewood
that we cut, split, dried, and stacked
give back the warmth that has been
slowly stored there by the sun over
the decades of my life.

"It’s time, I think, to value
and bring back whatever it is
that creates this community
for each of us ...."

Yet, over the course of our lives, we
don’t always get the job we want, the
home we desire, and don’t always
have our needs met. We suffer the
loss of friends and loved ones. We
can’t often combine our avocation and
our vocation. Sometimes the need to
strike out in anger or disappointment
can be overwhelming. I know it can
be for me. But yesterday I was
reminded of what I loved, and what I
needed.
To ease the stress and pain, I put on
my gloves, grabbed the splitting maul,
turned off all the noise in my brain, set
a round on the chopping block, and
let the wood have it all. !

Linn County Chapter Officers

President Tim Otis (541) 619-4918 timothy.otis7@gmail.com
Vice President
Secretary Jonathan Christie (503) 394-3192 christie@smt-net.com
Treasurer Shirley Holmberg (541) 259-3963 vestis3@gmail.com
Director Mike Barsotti (503) 859-2993 barsotti@wvi.com
Director Jim Cota (541) d367-3232
Director Bonnie Marshall (503) 769-6510 bonnieym@wvi.com
Director Larry Mauter (805) 400-8552 osomauter3@att.net
Director Lee Peterman (541) 223-3935 petey711@hotmail.com

Standing Committees

Activities Lee Peterman (541) 223-3935 petey711@hotmail.com
4-H Education Fay Sallee (541) 451-5322 sksallee@yahoo.com
Membership Jim Merzenich (541) 466-5005 jim@oakbasin.com
Publicity Larry Mauter (805) 400-8552 osomauter3@att.net
Scholarships Katie Kohl (541) 405-2564 kohl@proaxis.com
Seedling Sale Bonnie Marshall (503) 769-6510 bonnieym@wvi.com
TFOY Selection Joe Holmberg (541) 259-3963 praediolum@gmail.com Linn
Linn deputy Deputy Paul Eves (541) 967-3950 PEves@linnsheriff.org
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Linn County Small Woodlands
Association Board quarterly meeting:
Thursday June 2, at 5 pm.
Meeting to be held at home of board
president Tim Otis.
The address is 34258 Powell Hills
Loop, Shedd, OR 97377. !

Linn County Board meeting

On some public forests in Oregon,
forest managers are using a timber
harvest method called variable-
retention harvest. In a variable-
retention harvest, timber is logged in
patches of varying sizes, leaving
behind certain trees or clusters of
trees to protect wildlife habitat or
serve other ecological needs.
The Bureau of Land Management
uses the silvicultural method in
southwestern Oregon to design
harvests with the competing goals of
generating timber revenue while also
protecting forest habitat for species
such as the threatened northern
spotted owl.
Variable-retention harvest involves
carefully planning a series of patch
cuts that mimic clearings in the forest
created by a wildfire or other natural
disturbance. These forest clearings
are important habitat for deer, elk,
butterflies, songbirds and small
mammals.
At the same time, the BLM preserves
stands of older trees as habitat for the
northern spotted owl and the marbled
murrelet, a seabird that flies inland to
nest in forests. Before each harvest, a
team of foresters, fish and wildlife
biologists, and other resource
specialists inspects the proposed site.
They mark areas with streams,
sensitive areas and other vital plant
and animal habitat as protected from
the harvest. Hardwoods and other
trees species that contribute to overall
biodiversity of the forest are
preserved.
Because of the diverse management
goals behind a variable-retention
harvest, it falls somewhere between
thinning and clearcutting. More trees
are harvested than a thinning, but
fewer than in clearcutting. !

Variable retention
harvesting

Balancing competing
objectives on public forests

by Oregon Forest Resouces Institute
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Linn seedling sale
generates
excitement,

scholarship funds

Excitement was in the air at the Linn
County Small Woodlands
Association’s 27th annual seedling
sale, held Saturday, Feb. 5 at the Linn
County Expo Center. Customers were
eager to pick up their pre-ordered
seedlings and get busy planting, while
others shopped the same-day sale or
toured the Local Woods Fair held in
conjunction with the seedling sale.
Although masks were still prevalent,
there was a hint of returning to normal
soon as people rekindled connections
gone dormant with COVID restrictions
the past two years.
More than $10,000 profit was
generated from 215 pre-order sales
and 80 same-day sales which has
prompted a potential increase of
future college scholarships and 4-H
awards given to Linn County students.
Last year, Linn County Small
Woodlands Association distributed
$6,600 between college scholarships
and 4-H awards.
Fay Sallee worked her magic as she
rounded up and coordinated the 40-
plus volunteers who gathered and
wrapped nearly 12,000 seedlings into
1,341 bundles for 215 pre-orders on
Friday. Saturday’s sale utilized 35
volunteers, which included Linn
County Small Woodlands members
and associates and local 4-H youth
and their parents, to keep the event
running smoothly.
Many of these volunteers return year
after year, delighted to participate in
this community event which supplies
conifer seedlings, protector tubes/
sticks and a wide variety of native

plants for planting throughout the
Willamette Valley.
As we move forward, we are looking
to incorporate online sales and
payments for the 2023 seedling sale.
A committee is being formed to help
make that happen, as well as divide
up the different components and
workload involved in consistently
producing a successful seedling sale.
If you are interested in joining the
Seedling Sale Committee, please
contact Bonnie Marshall at
bonnieym@wvi.com or (503)
769-6510.
For additional seedling sale highlights
and pictures, check out our website at
linncountyswa.org. !

27th annual event attracts
volunteers and buyers
of nursery stock

Nearly 12,000 seedlings were sold in early February at
the 27th annual LCSWA seedling sale

American Black Bear
(Ursus americanus)

by Oregon Forest Resource Institute

Range
The American black bear can be found
throughout the state of Oregon.
Description
A male black bear can weigh up to
300 pounds and stand 3 feet at the
shoulder and 7 feet from nose-to-tail.
Females are slightly smaller at
between 150 and 250 pounds, 2 to 3
feet tall at the shoulders and 4 to 5
feet from nose-to-tail. Both genders
are typically uniform in color except for
a brown muzzle.
Diet and habitat
American black bears are omnivores,
consuming a diet of plants, fruits, nuts,
insects and honey, as well as salmon,
small mammals and carrion. The black
bear occurs mostly within forested
areas in riparian, mixed conifer,
lodgepole pine, aspen, white oak and
mixed forest types. Dens are often in
large stumps or hollow logs.
Predators and threats
They have few predators, although
adult male black bears are a threat to
young black bear cubs.
Reproduction
American black bears mate during the
summer and typically only reproduce
every second year. Gestation is 63 to
70 days, usually producing two cubs,
which will remain with the mother for
at least 1.5 years. !

mailto:bonnieym@wvi.com


9

The Woodland Fish and
Wildlife Group

is made up of forestry and wildlife
professionals from state and

federal agencies, universities, and
private organizations that work
together to develop educational
publications about fish and wildlife
species and habitat management.
Publications are written specifically
for small woodland owners in
Oregon and Washington.

Feasible carbon credits
(continued from p. 1)

“Carbon offsets” is a buzzword
floating around, but what does it
really mean?’’
Forest carbon projects provide an
economic incentive to grow trees
longer or reduce harvest rotations. In
2013, California launched its
regulatory market, also known as
cap-and-trade program, in an effort to
curb greenhouse gas emissions and
slow climate change, which also
created the first regulatory carbon
market in the US.
The cap on greenhouse gas
emissions (primarily CO2) places a
firm limit on allowed pollution each
year by major emitters. This limit is
then reduced each year, which drives
an overall improvement in practices
to reduce emissions.
The “trade” portion of the cap-and-
trade program is a market for
companies to buy (offsets) that let
them emit a small percentage (up to
4%) of their emissions. Carbon
offsets can be generated by many
different project types that sequester
and store carbon. An ‘offset’ is equal
to one metric ton of carbon-dioxide
equivalent.
Most of these offset projects fall
under the "Improved Forest
Management" category. This is for
landowners committed to enriching
their forests’ biomass versus typical
harvesting practices for that area.
These offsets can be sold on the
carbon market, and the holder of
these carbon credits (the forest
landowner) receives those funds.
Recently, there are a few things that
have made market access for small
landowners with forest carbon
projects now possible:

--First, the price of carbon
continues to increase, improving
the viability for small landowners.
--Secondly, there are now
companies that have streamlined
access to the compliance market.

Traditionally, developing carbon
projects for a landowner with less
than 5,000 acres was cost prohibitive
due to project development costs.
Payments can range from $10 per
acre per year to well over $100,
depending on forest type and
location. Current projects range from
52 to 3,000+ acres in size, from
coast-to-coast. Typical project
development is 12-18 months, and
credits can be earned from carbon in
the compliance market for 25+ years.

".....the price of carbon
continues to increase....
[and]...there are now
companies that have
streamlined access..."

This is a great time and opportunity
for forest landowners to consider this
new conservation opportunity, while
also providing the co-benefit of
protecting the legacy of the land and
its ecological value for generations to
come. It also remains compatible
with and can help fund good forest
management practices like thinning,
fuels reduction treatments and
selective harvesting.
If you are interested, reach out to
your forester, OSU extension agent,
state stewardship forester or soil and
water district for more information on
starting a carbon project. You can
also research private forest carbon
development offset companies, and
contact them for next steps on
receiving a quote and learning more
about the terms for the carbon that
you have on your property. !



On Saturday, February 26, 2022, the
Lincoln County Small Woodlands
Association hosted their annual
native tree seedling sale at Table
Mountain Forestry in Toledo, OR.
We thank all who helped and
everyone who attended. It was so
good to see and visit with folks, as
well as members whom we haven’t
seen much of since last summer.
This annual event is designed to

provide the public with affordable
native tree seedlings to promote
natural resource conservation
awareness, and to increase forest
owners’ knowledge and abilities as
stewards of their land. The event is
especially timely and beneficial after
so many trees were scorched by the
excessive heat wave last summer.
Native tree and shrub seedlings as
well as a few non-natives were
available. The Table Mountain
Forestry site is the perfect location
for our seedling sale.
Awesome prices of $2 per seedling
makes this event such a fantastic
opportunity thanks to Joe Steere,
chapter president and forester for
Miami Corp., who led the operation

with orders, inventory organization &
sales.
Chapter board members Scott
Steenkolk, president elect, Jan
Steenkolk, treasurer, Judy Pelletier,
secretary, Steve & Susan Allen, Rex
Capri, and Dan Stark, extension
forester pitched in to see that the
sale ran smoothly.
Lincoln Co. OSWA Volunteers of the
Year Alyssa Steenkolk, Monica
Steenkolk, CJ Steenkolk and Reece
Dobmeier, chosen for their
outstanding dedication in providing
help when and where needed for all
the chapter events this year and
previous years, were there to help
setup, man stations and clean up.!

Lincoln County Chapter News
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Lincoln County Chapter Board Members
President Joe Steere (503) 879-5717 jsteere@miami-corp.com
Past Pres. Peter Bregman (541) 563-6428 pmbregman@msn.com
Vice Pres. Joe Steenkolk (541) 875-1541 jjs@casco.net
Treasurer Jan Steenkolk (541) 875-1541 jjs@casco.net
Secretary Judy Pelletier (541) 336-3855 jpelleti@charter.net
Membership Nick Dahl (541) 270-1359 n.dahldisposalservice.com
Board mem. Steven Allan (541) 994-7117 oregonarmed@msn.com
Board mem. Jim Holt (541) 563-4213
Board mem. Andy Kittel (541) 961-6461 apk1944@gmail.com
Board mem. Tom Wiley (541) 336-2268 coyote@peak.org
Board mem. Tim Miller (541) 444-1088 tmillerfarms@gmail.com
Board mem. Pami Monnette (541) 283-5119 Pamela.Monnette

@oregonstate.edu

Lincoln County
annual native tree
seedling sale report

by Judy Pelletier
Lincoln Chapter Secretary

Gene Cooper
Obituary

by Judy Pelletier
Lincoln Chapter Secretary

Gene, born in Feb 19 1921, died Feb
2, 2022. He grew up in Harlan, OR
and graduated from Eddyville high
school. He went to work for his uncle
Calbert Jones on his dairy farm
milking cows and married Jessie in
1947. They bought land in Harlan,
raising sheep until 1964. He started
logging under the name Spout Creek
Logging until his son Chip took over.
Gene also bought a mill when he was
65 and milled lumber for clients. He
and Jessie started a company,

(continued next page)

mailto:Pamela.Monnette@oregonstate.edu
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Tom Wiley
Obituary

by Judy Pelletier
Lincoln Chapter Secretary

To all of Tom's friends, it is sad news to
share. Tom passed away on the
evening of January 24, 2022. Board
member Tom Wiley had been honored
as our Linn County OSWA’s Volunteer
of the Year 2021 for his enthusiastic
help with our spring tree seedling sales
that have become so popular with
county and small woodlands owners.
He and his wife Meridee have been
managing their land in Lincoln County
outside of Toledo and Seal Rock since
2005, after selling their hay and cattle
ranch near Fallon, NV. Tom earned a
Bachelor Degree from U.C. Davis in
Animal Science with minors in both
Chemistry and Biology and had served
as chairman of the Lincoln Soil and
Water Conservation District and as a
board member for LCSWA. Tom was
happy to find kindred souls in the local
OSWA group who gave wisdom and
knowledge for their new endeavor. He
is survived by Meridee and son Jakob.
We will remember Tom as a fun and
generous man. We will miss him. !

Gene Cooper (continued from p.10)
Coopers Mill and Tree Farm, until
2003 when it went into a trust. While
in his 90’s at his mill, he cut off
several toes, and because his wife
Corinne was not home, he first drove
to a neighbor’s house and then to his

pastor’s, neither of whom were home;
so he was forced to drive himself to
the emergency room where he spent
several days in the hospital.
Both Jessie and Gene had been
chapter treasurer, served on the
board of the Soil and Water, ASCS

Susan Allen, chapter board member volunteer, helps
explain a sample of seedlings for sale.

photo credit Dan Stark

board, and also received many awards
over the years.
They both did soil judging for many
years, were top scorers, and were
Lincoln County Tree Farmer in 1988.
We had many tours on their property,
and they were the first members of
Lincoln County Small Woodlands..
He is survived by Ann Woodward and
Chip Cooper. !



tree & snag recruitment, retain
trees for multiple rotations.
--Coordinate with neighbors to
contribute to landscape scale
diversity and/or create a bigger
block of contiguous habitat.
--Join Forestry for Oregon Birds
(Forest Stewards Guild); attend
workshops, use resources,
contribute ideas, experience, &
knowledge which “lets the birds
tell the story about how forests
can benefit from thoughtful
management”. !

We were hoping that the 2021 annual
meeting was the first and last virtual
affair for our Benton chapter.
Unfortunately, we had a repeat event,
but we made the most of it.
We started by reviewing the
accomplishments of 2021, a year full
of tours and educational events, as
well as a picnic (carried out in safe
environments, in spite of COVID).
The big news of 2021 was Ed
Easterling’s recognition as the
Oregon Outstanding Tree Farmer of
the Year. This bestows upon Benton
County the honor of hosting the 2022
Oregon Family Forest Convention.
We unveiled a rough outline of the
upcoming Convention, which is
reviewed in depth in this QB issue.
Chapter business was next as we
heard from Treasurer Jane
Brandenburg, Membership
Coordinator Sarah Edwardson, and
the Program Committee Pat Boren &
Sarah Edwardson. Your board
discussed accomplishments and
future plans. Next were board
elections with several
reappointments.
Pat Boren read Van Decker’s Log
Report and did a mighty fine job.

The highlight of the evening was a
wonderful presentation by Joan
Hagar “From Environmentalist to
Forest Ecologist – Lessons learned
from a career studying forest birds”.
Joan outlined her career and
research which concluded that timber
harvests are forest disturbances that
often times create more winners than
losers in bird populations. Not
surprisingly, forests are dynamic and
support different populations of birds
throughout their existence. Her style
was engaging and her slides were
spectacular examples of some of the
most beautiful birds that inhabit our
woodlands. Finally, Joan shared her
thoughts on how landowners can
improve bird habitat on our
properties:
--Get acquainted with the bird
species on our property and learn
about their habitat needs. What
special habitat features do our
favorite species need and how can
we provide them?
--Plant patches of native shrubs in
ecologically appropriate openings
allowing sufficient light for growth,
fruit and seed production.
--Conduct long-term planning for big

Benton County Chapter News
by Dave Ehlers

President, Benton County Chapter

Benton County Chapter Board Members
Please contact via bentoncoswa@gmail.com

President , Dave Ehlers (541) 231-7094
Program Director, Pat Boren (541) 929-2144
Secretary, Diana Blakney (541) 230-1248
Treasurer/Webmaster, Jane Brandenburg (541) 929-5519
Membership, Sarah Edwardsson (541) 745-2062
OSWA Liaison, Nancy Hathaway (541) 758-5510
TFOY Coordinator, Dave Hibbs (541) 752-3245

Education Chair, Rita Adams (541) 752-3324
Member at Large, Darrell Oakes (541) 929-3858
Member at Large, Dena Oakes (541) 929-3858
Member at Large, Ed Easterling (541) 286-7860
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Benton County SWA 2022 Annual Meeting

Western bumblebee
photo credit Rich Hatfileld

mailto:bentoncoswa@gmail.com
mailto:mjalbrecht2052@gmail.com
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Benton Small Woodlands 2022 Tours
by Benton Program Committee Pat Boren & Sarah Edwardsson

The BSWA has been busy preparing
for the Family Forest Convention;
however, we are continuing to offer
tours and events for our members.
Some tours proved so popular in the
past that they are back again! Stay
tuned for details as the dates
approach.

Wild Flowers of the Forest:
Saturday, April 2, 9 am – Noon
Mike Albrecht will lead a walking tour
of the wild flowers and plants of the
forest. Mike has in-depth knowledge
and expertise of woodland plants. The
weather in early April is variable so this
tour will be rain or shine. Attendees
limited to fifteen. To register, email
jody.einerson@oregonstate.edu,
including your name, contact phone
and number attending. You can also
phone Benton Extension at
541-713-5000.

Birds of the Forest: Saturday,
May 14, 8 am – Noon
Local expert Joel Geier will lead a tour
on the Ehlers’ family J2E tree farm in
Hoskins. Join us for a bird walk that
will be a leisurely stroll through the
woods, listening, calling and viewing
our local bird population.
Joel has been keeping track of bird
sightings in Benton, Linn and Polk
Counties for most of two decades with
the Audubon Society. Birding with Joel
is an experience you will not forget!
We will share practices and strategies
to encourage birds on your property.
To register email
jody.einerson@oregonstate.edu
.

Save the Date: Benton Small
Woodlands Association
Annual Picnic: Saturday, July
23 at Castle Family Forest

Come and see old friends and make
new ones. Bring your picnic lunch;
drinks and chairs will be provided.
Following lunch we will take a walk
through this interesting forest.

Events and Tours in
Planning Stage
Tour of the new B & G Mill being built
in Philomath area. It is exciting to have
a new mill being constructed for small
diameter logs.
A chance to see “before” and “after” of
an oak restoration project on Jackson
Creek
More diverse and interesting events
and tours are in the planning stage for
the second half of 2022. !

Rufous hummingbird

The rufous hummingbird
(Selasphorus rufus) is a
small hummingbird, about 8 cm
(3.1 in) long with a long, straight
and slender bill. These birds are
known for their extraordinary flight
skills, flying 2,000 mi (3,200 km)
during their migratory transits.
Conservation Status. Still
widespread and very common, but
surveys show continuing declines
in numbers during recent decades.
Because it relies on finding the
right conditions in so many
different habitats at just the right
seasons during the year, it could
be especially vulnerable to the
effects of climate change.
Habitat. Forest edges,
streamsides, mountain meadows.
Breeding habitat includes forest
edges and clearings, and brushy
second growth within the region of
northern coast and mountains.
Winters mostly in pine-oak woods
in Mexico. Migrants occur at all
elevations but more commonly in
lowlands during spring, in
mountain meadows during late
summer and fall.
Although it is one of the smaller
members in a family of very small
birds, this species is notably
pugnacious. The male Rufous,
glowing like new copper penny,
often defends a patch of flowers in
a mountain meadow, vigorously
chasing away all intruders
(including larger birds). The
Rufous also nests farther north
than any other hummingbird: up to
south-central Alaska. !

Rufous
hummingbird

excerpted from the Audobon Society
(audobon.com) and Wikipedia.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hummingbird%22%20%5Co%20%22Hummingbird
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beak%22%20%5Co%20%22Beak
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It’s an intriguing title. The
Hurricane Lizards are the Turks
and Caicos Anole lizards who, in
the face of increasing hurricanes,
evolved significantly larger toe
pads and longer front legs, in just
one generation, in order to cling
tighter to trees to survive hurricane
winds.
The plastic squid are the Humboldt
squids who responded to the heat
stress of warming ocean water by
maturing and reproducing in half
their former time, eating different
food, and living half as long, but
surviving, also all in one
generation.
Many people think of climate
change in terms of how it may affect
and/or is already affecting humans.
Others of us think of how we can
mitigate the affects climate change will
have or is already having on our forest
land. Thor Hanson takes a broader
approach. He reminds us that climate
change has happened numerous
times over the millenniums, and
studying the strategies plants and
animals have taken over time can
guide us to potentially more effective
responses.
After an introductory section reviewing
the forces that cause climate change,
Hanson spends the next section
examining the challenges and
opportunities climate change
presents.
In his usual style (he has also
authored books on seeds, feathers,
and bees!) Hanson interviews cutting-
edge researchers and explains their
findings in laymen’s terms. These
chapters are entitled: Right Place,
Wrong Time; The Nth Degree;
Strange Bedfellows; and The Bare
Necessities. They include a

description of a study of Walden Pond
over time, one on fence lizards’
comfort zones, dying starfish,
migrating brown pelicans, bark
beetles, the Sharpe’s akalat, and
ocean acidification, among others.
The bottom line is, he writes, is that
“when conditions change, plants and
animals respond. Sometimes those
responses fall short, but in other
cases it’s possible to measure
effective adaptation and evolution
playing out in real time all around us.”
Hanson goes on in the third and most
interesting section to detail four types
of responses: move, adapt, evolve,
and take refuge, with many examples
of each response type. The fourth and
last section of the book, The Results,
Hanson investigates how models for
future actions are made based on
multiple strategies applied in the past.
Despite the surprises inherent in any
biological research, Hanson explains,
humans, unlike other living species,
have the ability to more than simply
react to climate change; “If they
choose, humans can alter the
behaviors that are causing it to

happen,” he concludes.
The last chapter in the book, titled
Everything You Can, exhorts readers
to take individual responsibility to
combat climate change including
simple things like turning off light
switches, lowering our thermostats,
thinking twice before booking airline
flights, and switching from gas to
electric motors. He explains that we
should not cease to worry, but we
should “worry smart”.
Finally, Hanson reminds us that the
science of climate change is
developing and expanding, just as
globally and just as rapidly as climate
change itself. He declares that finding
a better path forward will be a
fascinating journey and hopes that it
will be a successful one. That is a
hope everyone can share. Perhaps
just reading this book is a good
beginning. !

BOOK REVIEW

HURRICANE LIZARDS and PLASTIC SQUID:
THE FRAUGHT AND FACINATING BIOLOGY OF CLIMATE CHANGE

by Thor Hanson
by Wylda Cafferata

Lane County SWA Secretary

Pollinators (continued from p. 15)
James Rivers of Oregon State
University, native bees were found in
high numbers in areas where timber
harvest was recently conducted.
Whether bees have all of their
resources met in these areas is
unclear. It is possible bees use
freshly disturbed sites for nesting yet
need to travel to other areas to find
adequate food resources.
Open areas with full sunlight,
including recent clearcuts, meadows,
savannahs and pastures, can provide
habitat for pollinators, especially if
there are suitable forage and nesting
opportunities. Many forest plants
benefit from pollinators. The most
common understory plants that both
benefit from and provide resources
for pollinators are shown in the table
on p. 15. !
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WHAT IS A POLLINATOR?
Pollinators are animals that move
pollen between flowers of many plants,
including trees, shrubs and flowering
plants (forbs). In Oregon, pollinators
include bees, beetles, butterflies,
moths, hummingbirds, wasps and flies.
WHY ARE POLLINATORS
IMPORTANT?
Pollinators are essential to a
functioning ecosystem. The Xerces
Society, an international nonprofit
organization that protects wildlife
through the conservation of
invertebrates and their habitats,
reports that the ecological services
pollinators provide are necessary for
the reproduction of more than 85

percent of the world’s flowering plants,
including more than two-thirds of the
world’s crop species. Fruits and seeds
derived from insect pollination are a
major part of the diet of approximately
25 percent of all birds, and of
mammals ranging from voles to bears
to humans. In addition, pollinators are
also a direct food source for many
birds, bats and small mammals.
WHAT CAN I DO TO HELP
POLLINATORS?
--Manage your forests for the long-
term, don't convert to non-forest use.
--Limit herbicide spraying and mowing
beyond the shoulder of the road during
the growing season.

CUSTOM LOGGING

THINNING IS OUR SPECIALTY CABLE AND GROUND BASED
ROAD BUILDING CERTIFIED AND EXPERIENCED

TIMBER PURCHASES LAND PURCHASES

AVAILABLE FOR ANY SIZE JOB

Contact: Levi Beelart 24044 Decker Rd. Corvallis, OR 97333

541-954-0282 BandGLogging.com

--Control invasive plant species
such as Scotch broom and false
brome.
--Limit the use of insecticides. (See
Oregon Department of Agriculture
for a list.)
--Leave some hardwood trees,
shrubs and other flowering plants in
timber harvest units.
--Leave strips of untreated
vegetation during herbicide spray
operations.
--Consider spreading native seed
mixes in disturbed areas that
include plant species beneficial to
pollinators.
WHAT ARE SOME THREATS TO
POLLINATORS?
Habitat loss: Some pollinators
depend on specific plants or
habitats (such as meadows, oak
savanna or early seral forests) for
part of their life history. Loss of
these areas (e.g. land conversion
or invasive plant colonization) can
greatly impact pollinator
populations.
Pesticide use: Certain insecticides
may be lethal to pollinators, or may
have more subtle effects that
impact their ability to survive and
reproduce.
Introduced diseases: Pathogens
such as introduced bacteria or
viruses may be a possible or partial
cause of Colony Collapse Disorder,
which is affecting European honey
bee (not native to Oregon)
populations throughout the world.

HOW DO POLLINATORS
INTERACT WITH MANAGED
FORESTS?
Managed forests are important
habitat for pollinators. A growing
body of studies show that
pollinators use recently disturbed
areas such as recent burns,
windfalls or timber harvests.
In a study being conducted in the
foothills of the cascades by Dr.
(continued p. 14)

Pollinators & Forestry by Oregon Forest Resource Institute

http://BandGLogging.com
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Woods Words
Flume--A wooden water trough on
trestles or cribwork to carry logs or
lumber to milling or loading points.
The famous Thielsen flume in the
Blue Mountains carried 50,00 board
feet of lumber and 300 cords of
firewood daily to Milton.
Slow bell show—The opposite of a
highball show; a poor bunch of
loggers.
Slush—Coffee
Smear—Butter
Snow on the roof—Gray hair
Snow show—A very cold job.
--from Woods Words, by Walter F.
McCulloch, Dean of School of Forestry,
Oregon State College, 1955-1966. !
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