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Greetings Chapter Members,
Looking ahead to the next three months, we will once
again be planting trees, setting New Year’s resolutions,
and enjoying the change of pace that Winter brings. I
hope you have found time to set some property
management goals and are working towards those.
At the OSWA head office in Salem, Rick Zenn will be the
new Executive Director, and I think you will enjoy getting
to know him. There is also a newly appointed leader of
the Oregon State Board of Forestry – Cal Mukumoto. You
can learn more about both leaders in this newsletter.
As we select articles for The Snag, we are using our
partner organization Oregon Tree Farm’s areas of focus:
Wildlife, Water, Wood, and Recreation. If you have
suggestions for articles or submissions, please contact us.
Looking forward to meeting more of you in 2022,
Sincerely,
Darcy Davis, Co-President
Yamhill County Small Woodlands Association
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Hello, Yamhill County Chapter Members,
As we approach Winter, there is much to do on our
forested lands. For me, a six-acre stocking survey on my
father’s property led to an 1100 Douglas fir seedling
order. This will be a family fill-planting event, full of
learning and bonding in the cool days of January or
February 2022. Furthermore, as the holidays approach, I
hope those of us who can have family gatherings will
have opportunity to share our forests with our loved ones.
A leisurely look around the property after a nice meal is a
comforting tradition.
Please enjoy the articles of this The Snag edition. Our
hope is to bring you useful information, resources, and
enjoyable anecdotes. Best wishes for a safe and
enjoyable winter.
Nicole Wood
Co-President - Yamhill County Chapter
OSWA President Elect
——————————————————————————————
“For in the true nature of things, if we rightly consider, every green
tree is far more glorious than if it were made of gold and silver.”
Martin Luther

——————————————————————————————

Big News for Forestry in Oregon
The Board of Forestry has selected a new State Forester. Cal
Mukumoto, from Coos Bay, is a forester who previously served
on the Board. He holds a degree in Forest Management from
Humboldt State University and an MBA from the University of
Washington. His business experience may prove more useful
than his forestry background as he takes control of a
department in deep fiscal trouble.

The new State Forester also has
extensive experience working with
the Native American business
community and in biomass energy
development and has served on
the boards of several forestry and
park entities.
Mukumoto will take over after negotiating terms with the DepartFig. 2
ment.
Fig 2.
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Volunteer Opportunities:

Your skills are needed! Please volunteer!
•

Submit an interesting article, photo, poem,
etc. for potential publication in the newsletter

• Door Prize coordinator
• Open Board Member position.
• Legislature communication
• Helping with events
And more!

Rick Zenn Named OSWA
Executive Director
OSWA's new Executive Director is Rick Zenn,
three-term chair of the Oregon Department of
Forestry Urban and Community Forestry Council
and presently a trustee for the State Forests Trust
of Oregon (formerly the Tillamook Forest
Heritage Trust).
Rick has been an active part of Oregon’s forest
community for 40 years. Many OSWA members
know Rick from his work with the World Forestry
Center and with forestry education, Magness
Memorial Tree Farm, and the World Forest
Institute International Fellowship program.
Rick brings rich experience to OSWA as a nonprofit leader in Oregon. He has frequently
traveled around the state with international
guests, often joining OFRI, OSU, Tree Farm, and
OSWA tours and events. He is a long-time
leader at the Oregon Natural Resources
Education Program at OSU, and served on the
American Forest Foundation national
operations committee for Project Learning Tree.
Rick has also been an active participant in
American Tree Farm System events, frequently
cooperating on educational projects,
attending National Tree Farmer of the Year
awards, and speaking at ATFS conventions,
including two in Oregon.

Fig 3.

Continued on page 4.
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“Rick Zenn” Continued from Page Three:

As the first Senior Fellow at the World Forestry
Center, Rick worked closely with the CEO, board
of directors, and staff on partnerships, training,
and institutional development. He has worked
on more than 50 international forestry projects,
traveling to Australia, Mexico, Finland, Canada,
Malaysia, China, and Taiwan. Just prior to the
pandemic, he was in Tasmania to keynote a
Forest Education Foundation conference. He
created the successful Hagenstein Lectures
Emerging Voices in Forestry program to highlight
the perspectives of young professionals with
events in Portland and Washington, D.C.
A graduate of Portland State University, Rick and
his wife, a retired high school English teacher,
live in Portland’s Rose City Park neighborhood.
They have four grown children and two
grandchildren. On warm summer nights, he and
his wife can be found cheerfully trimming roses
with other volunteers at the Washington Park
Rose Garden.

Welcome, Rick!
———————————————————————–
“An autumn forest is such a place that once entered
you never look for the exit!”
Mehmet Murat İldan

———————————————————————

Kintigh’s Nursery and the
Great Reset
By Dan Kintigh

Former Senator Bob Kintigh established
Mountain Home Ranch--now a second- and
third-generation family farm and nursery--in
1956. Bob and Margaret poured their passion
for forestry and horticulture into the nursery and
instilled these values in their children. Production
has grown from its humble beginnings of
growing seedlings in recycled tin cans. Since
sons Dan and Mark and grandson Quinn have
taken over, 13 greenhouses have been added
amid countless technological upgrades.
Bob originally sought to cultivate timber stands
and propagate unique and rare conifers.
Continued on page 5.

The Oregon Forest Resources Institute is
dedicated to advancing public understanding
of forests, forest management, and forest
products; and encouraging sustainable forestry
through landowner education.
__________________________________________________
Photo Credits:
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Firewise Home Tour. Darcy Davis.
Photo provided by Cal Mukumoto.
Photo provided by Rick Zenn.
Harvesting Christmas Tree. Dan Kintigh.
Bundling Christmas Trees. Dan Kintigh.
Leader Growth. Dan Kintigh.
Bobcat. Arnie Hollander.
Photo provided by Elmer Parker.
Before, during, and after culvert work. Nicole Wood.
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Logger’s Lingo
Deciphered
Terminology By Brandt Ainsworth
•

•

•
•

•
•
•

•

•

•
•

•

Bird-peck: Black dots in the
end of a log that reduce its
value.
Birdseye: Black dots
throughout the grain (usually of
hard maple), potentially
increasing the lumber's value.
Cant hook: A tool lacking a
point that is used to roll logs.
Hardware: Hidden metal debris
inside a tree or log that, as all
loggers know, has a magnetic
field that draws sawchains into
it.
Hitch: A load of logs being
skidded; also called turn.
Jail bird: Logger who cuts over
the property line.
Log lizard: Tool made from a
crotched tree on which the
front of a log is loaded for
easier skidding.
Maul: What a logger does to
the person who forgot to add
mix oil to the gas.
Powder wedge: Wedge filled
with gunpowder used to split
logs too large for a sawmill to
handle.
Sluiced: A runaway team.
Springboard: Planks used in old
-time logging to get above a
tree's butt. Two sawyers often
stood on springboards
hammered into opposite sides
of the butt.
Swamper: A helper in a logging
operation.
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“Kintigh’s Nursery” Continued from Page Four:

Dan grew up on the property and fondly remembers
when he was finally able to join his father in the stands. “I
must have been around fourteen when I graduated from
helping my mother with canning to helping Dad. He
bought me my own small power saw, a green Poulan. My
job was to limb the trees after Dad cut them down. I was
not more than ninety pounds, and cutting all those limbs
was like cutting through a jungle. It was hard work, but I
was in heaven because I was a logger and proud of it!”
Christmas tree fields and the nursery were added to
supplement income from logging, and in 1992 Bob was
invited to supply the White House Christmas Tree. The
Kintighs subsequently earned honors as Oregon's Tree
Farmer of the Year in 2005 and National Outstanding Tree
Farmer of the Year in 2006. The nursery now supplies over
one million seedlings for reforestation and Christmas trees.
Goals for the nursery have grown from just learning to
grow conifers to producing the most efficient seedling for
success in the woods. Dan, Mark, and Quinn strive
towards optimal root volume and nutrient density in hopes
of cultivating thriving woodlands and beautiful Christmas
trees.

Fig 4.

Reflecting on the progress made during his lifetime on the
Ranch, Quinn says, “When I walk the brick path to work in
the morning and see my one-year-old son toddling down
it to find a tractor to play on, I think about all the Kintighs
who have gone down this same path that my grandfather
made. It is our job and responsibility to pay attention to
the times. To not rest on what our forefathers have done,
but to renew and improve our way of life, and how we
may be of service to others. We haven’t always known
the right direction to go, but we’ve never stopped aiming
upwards.” This ideology has brought about what is being
called
Fig. 4 the “great reset.”
Fig. 3

Continued on page 6.
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“Kintigh Nursery” Continued from Page Five:

Last year with the labor crisis in full swing, Dan was
considering closing the doors to the nursery all
together. In addition to extreme delays within the
supply chain, finding workers during the pandemic was
problematic. With the help of others in the industry
such as Mark Gourley of Cascade Timber and Michael
Taylor of Blackmore Company, Dan was introduced to
foresters, nutritional experts, nurserymen, and
consultants who brought the Air Tray solution to his
attention. “This equipment is highly automated and will
keep me in business. This is a long way from my
childhood when we mixed soil with a shovel and put it
into the blocks by hand. In theory, I will now be able to
fill the containers and sow 50,000 seedlings in a day by
myself,” says Dan.
This coming season Dan and his son Quinn are
converting the nursery to Air Trays, the newest seeding
and growing technology available to the nursery
industry. This new container model replaces oldfashioned Styrofoam blocks with recyclable Air Trays full
of Elle Pot plugs wrapped in biodegradable paper. This
is not only a more sustainable way to grow seedlings,
but a more efficient means as well. The Air Tray/Elle Pot
system produces less disease and more abundant root
structure while minimizing labor. Converting to Air Trays,
however, requires remodeling the greenhouses and
replacing the seeding and packing operations. When
speaking about the upgrades, Dan says, “An unusual
opportunity came for us to secure the most innovative
and automated equipment in the industry. That is
basically a gift from God for the most part. A small
nursery like ours would not normally be able to obtain
this technology, which I think will result in a superior
seedling.” Studies done by OSU have shown promising
results in field performance and survivability for the Air
Tray system.
The fourth generation of Kintigh boys are only one year
in the making, so not much help with the chores, but
are enjoying growing up and playing on the farm. They
will hopefully be the farm's operators in the future. Most
of Dan and Quinn’s improvements are motivated by
their desire to build that future as they strive to reforest
Oregon and provide holiday cheer in the form of
Christmas trees. As the late Bob Kintigh said, “As tree
farmers we can feel good about the fact that we are
producing a commodity that provides so many benefits
for people. Trees are almost universally considered a
symbol of what is strong, noble, beautiful, and
vigorous.”

“Piles Piles Piles”
Photo Contest

Congrats to Dan Upton—Winner
Nancy Thornton
Runner Up

Jeffri Miller
Runner Up
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Funding Available for Forestry
Practices
By Susan Watkins

Sergio Villaseñor of the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS), a federal
agency funded through the Farm Bill, met
with Chapter members in October to describe
forestry programs NRCS is sponsoring in Yamhill
County.
Sergio, who handles most of the local NRCS
forestry projects and is one of only a few at
NRCS who work in the county they were
raised in, has been with the McMinnville office
since 2010. He enjoys meeting landowners,
seeing their land, and learning about their
objectives. As he says, "We get to do cool
things with really cool people, and that is hard
to beat."

Fig 5.

Currently two programs are available to fund
forest projects. The first program, which
focuses on resilience to climate change,
applies to forests in designated areas of the
County (shaded areas on map) but will
continue for 3-5 years. That means multi-year
projects are eligible. Practices NRCS will fund
include pre-commercial thinning, pruning,
slash treatment, reforestation, and wildlife
habitat enhancement.

Fig 6.

Dan Kintigh showing off his impressive leader
growth!
Continued on page 8.
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“Funding Availables” Continued from Page Seven:

Typically, NRCS will enter into a contract
offering specified financial support upon
completion of the practices the landowner
sets out to do. Staff conservationists like
Sergio work closely with landowners to
develop plans that are both flexible and
manageable. NRCS also provides technical
assistance and advice on projects that will
benefit the forest's health and productivity.
To qualify, landowners must have a
management plan for the property. Both this
program and a second NRCS program
(offered through EQIP, the Environmental
Quality Incentives Program) provide funds for
writing a plan. The EQIP program is available
to all forest owners in the County.
Though applications for these programs may
be submitted at any time, there are two "cutoff deadlines," the first in November and the
second in late winter, for each fiscal year's
funding.
The NRCS welcomes landowner input when
designing its programs. Local work groups
meet yearly to identify areas of concern in
the County. All landowners are encouraged
to participate, as the group's suggestions
help NRCS prioritize future programs. The
next local work group session will be held in
February 2022; Sergio will let our Chapter
know when the date is set.
To learn more about NRCS programs,
contact Sergio at (503) 376-7607 or
sergio.villasenor@usda.gov
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Our Friend Elmer Parker
By Mike Barnes

Elmer Parker was the first person to greet me
when I joined the Yamhill County Small
Woodlands Association. I soon came to know
that Elmer was the father and leader of our
chapter. All of us remember the great door
prizes Elmer collected for every chapter
meeting and our annual banquet.
Recently I visited Elmer and his wife Norma.
Even though Elmer has difficulty hearing and
speaking, we had a good time. His eyes
twinkled when I asked if he wanted to do some
logging.
Elmer was born in McMinnville in 1928. One of
his first experiences with logging was helping his
uncle while still in high school. He enjoyed the
work so much he decided to go out on his own
and in 1950 began a long journey of work in the
forest products industry. He had a keen eye for
small harvest opportunities and worked hard in
the dry months, saved his money, and fished as
much as possible in the winter.

In 1956 he met a young woman by the name of
Norma Blanchard and, after just a few months,
asked her to marry him. Elmer kept logging but
soon realized the work was not steady enough
to support a family of four. He returned to
Linfield College and earned an Accounting
degree in 1964. That degree allowed him to
work with Weyerhauser in Eugene and for Evans
Forest Products in Washington where he
supervised harvesting on the Quinault Indian
reservation.
Elmer did not like sitting behind a desk looking
at numbers. Steady jobs provided for his family,
but Elmer's real devotion was to logging on his
own. In 1975 the family moved back to
McMinnville, bought the 2-acre parcel where
their current home is located, and started a
you-cut Christmas tree operation on the back
acre.
After a six-year stint at Evergreen Aviation
handling log accounting in the forestry division,
the opportunity for renewing his love of logging
came again.
Continued on page 9.
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Bobcat (Lynx rufus)
Fun Facts

Bobcats are found in a variety of
habitats, including forests, semi-deserts,
mountains, and brushland.
• Bobcats are known to live up to 12
years in the wild.
• They are 18 to 23 inches high at the
shoulder and weigh between 9 and 33
pounds.
• The bobcat’s name is based on the
appearance of its tail, which looks cut
or “bobbed.”
• The bobcat is muscular, and its hind
legs are longer than its front legs, giving
it a bobbing gait.
• Bobcats have excellent vision and
hearing and a well-developed sense of
smell.
• Bobcats use stealth and speed to
catch prey. They can run up to 30 mph
and leap up to 10 feet to pounce on
prey. To reduce noise when hunting,
they put their back feet in the same
spots where their front feet stepped.
• Bobcats are good climbers and can
even swim, if necessary, but they prefer
to be on the ground.
• Bobcats communicate through scent,
visual signals, and vocalizations.
• The bobcat is territorial and largely
solitary, sleeping in hidden dens, hollow
trees, thickets, or rocky crevices.
• Other than humans, the adult bobcat
has few predators.
Full article at:
http://justfunfacts.com/interesting-factsabout-bobcats/
•
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“Our Friend Elmer Parker” Continued from Page Eight:

Elmer worked in Stimson Lumber's Managed
Forest Program and on his own small logging jobs.
He and his JD 450 could be found all over the
county helping family forest owners. Along the
way Elmer and Norma purchased a number of
forest properties, including two they still own, one
in Yamhill County and one in Clatsop County.

Elmer also served over 65 years as a volunteer
fireman, and the new ladder truck in McMinnville
carries his name. He was devoted to his church
where he and Norma served in a variety of
capacities.
The JD 450 is no longer in his care, and Elmer is
fully retired. The Parker family now numbers 10
grandchildren and 6 great-grandchildren. The
years have taken a toll, and the logging is now
done in his memories.
He really comes to life
when any woodland
owner stops by for a
visit.
We should not forget
those that gave so
much to our family
forest heritage. Elmer is
still here and would
welcome a visit from
any of our members.
Perhaps a door prize
awaits your next visit
with him.

Fig 8.
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Choosing the Right
Accountant or Tax Preparer
for Your Family Forest
By Tamara Cushing
Published in October 2017 by
OSU Extension Service

How do you choose the right accountant or
tax return preparer for your forest? Here are
some key questions to help you think through
what to ask a potential (or current) adviser.

What are your qualifications?
There can be several different qualifications.
Here are some to look for:
• A degree in accounting and possibly in
taxation; maybe a law degree.
• Certification by a licensing body or the
IRS. In Oregon, paid preparers must be
either a CPA, attorney, Licensed Tax
Consultant (LTC), or Licensed Tax Preparer
(LTP).
What services do you provide?
Determine your needs, and then find out if
the accountant or tax preparer can provide
those services for you.
What percentage of your clients have
forestland?
This is a big one! You want an accountant
who is familiar with forest operations and
finances. Ask about their experience with
other landowners and with properties of
similar size. Also, it is important to know
whether they have experience filing returns
with timber sales, reforestation, and casualty
losses, if those are issues you are facing.
How will I be charged for your services?
Be sure to determine up front whether you
will be charged by the hour or by the form.
Will you be charged for phone calls?
How do you handle issues you are unfamiliar
with?
You may not be able to find an accountant
or tax preparer with lots of forest operations
experience. By asking this question, you
hope to learn how they handle situations
that aren’t within their normal operations.

OSWA: Yamhill Chapter
Consulting a forester
Tax preparers and accountants may lack
knowledge about specific forestry tax provisions. In that case, having a knowledgeable
forester assist you and your accountant can
be invaluable. A forester will not prepare your
tax return, but they may know about specific
provisions and can help you take advantage
of these provisions on the ground.
Are you conservative or aggressive with “gray” tax
matters?
Find an accountant who matches how aggressive
you are willing to be on tax matters.
Will you represent me if I am audited?
If you are audited, you might want to have the tax
return preparer available to explain how to
proceed and to defend your interpretation of a
specific code section. You should also find out what
you would be charged for help with an audit.
Are you available for consultation throughout the
year?
There are many strategies to reduce taxes. Having
access throughout the year to an accountant who
is familiar with your situation may help you plan
transactions with tax implications in mind.
Where to look for an accountant or tax preparer:
•
•
•
•

Fellow landowners you trust.
Oregon Small Woodlands Association:
www.oswa.org/
Association of Consulting Foresters: www.acfforesters.org/
Oregon State University Extension Service

The full article can be found on the Oregon State
University Extension Website at:
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/em9169

———–——–————————————–——-———
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The Experience of Culvert
Replacement
By Nicole Wood

In 2020, LeLand Payne replaced a 4-foot
diameter culvert with a 10-foot culvert. For the
many years it took to plan, the replacement
took only five days of actual physical work.
Amazing. Here is how our story unfolded.
The planning started nearly eight years back
with LeLand walking his property and seeing
that a large culvert on one of his skid roads was
starting to wear through. He invited our
Stewardship Forester, Brent O’Nion, to the
property to assess the culvert and discuss its
replacement. At that point in time, Oregon law
allowed a four-foot diameter culvert to be
replaced with a six-foot culvert. LeLand
purchased the new culvert and brought it to his
property intending to replace it himself, as he
has placed and replaced many culverts in his
logging career. However, family needs came
first, and the culvert remained on the back
burner. Time lapsed, and when LeLand was
ready to work on the culvert replacement, the
riparian and culvert replacement laws had
Fig 9.

Fig. 4

changed. The 6-foot diameter culvert was
no longer an acceptable size for this
medium fish-bearing stream.
LeLand and I worked together to verify the
new laws and the cost of a more extensive
culvert replacement. Since we knew this
would be a costly undertaking, we
contacted our Extension Agent, the late
Amy Grotta, to inquire if any grants might be
available to assist us. Knowing grants were
few and far between, she pointed us to Luke
Westphal of Greater Yamhill Watershed
Council, who helped us apply for a grant.
LeLand was fortunate to be awarded a
small grant, but when COVID-19 hit, the
grant was frozen. The time to replace the
culvert did not change, however. In
Oregon, water projects like replacing a
culvert can be done only from July 15 to
August 30; missing that time period would
mean waiting another year. Though the
cost of the culvert replacement was hefty,
LeLand had timber ready for felling, and he
was able to log six acres to cover the cost.
Knowing we had fish in the stream, we
reached out to Oregon Department of Fish
and Wildlife. We also contacted Mike
Phillips of Laughlin Logging, who then
reached out to Weyerhaeuser to discuss the
culvert replacement project. Since
Weyerhaeuser uses a road through LeLand’s
land regularly, the company agreed to
share costs and provide engineering skill.
Each representative visited the site at least
twice and often more. These visits
incorporated measuring the fish stream,
moving the current fish, and putting up
barriers so other fish would not swim into the
work area. The agencies kept LeLand
informed as they worked with each other to
meet the Oregon requirements for these
culverts. It was a work of synchronized
scheduling to get the culvert replaced in
the time allowed.
The replacement was successful. One year
later, the creek looks beautiful, and the area
appears nearly untouched by all the heavy
equipment.

Yamhill County Chapter
Oregon Small Woodlands Association
C/O Newsletter Editors
20561 NW Fairdale Rd.
Yamhill, OR 97148

Yamhill County Small Woodlands Association (oswa.org/blog/yamhill/) In-Person Meeting Social 6:30/Start 7:00 PM
Day

Date

Time

Topic – Presenter

Location

WED

1/26/22

6:30 PM

Oregon Department of Forestry Resources
Jennifer Erdmann & Brent O’Nion

WED

2/23/22

6:30 PM

WED

3/23/22

6:30 PM

SAT

4/2/22

1:00 PM

WED

4/27/22

6:30 PM

Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde: Natural Resources
Andre Puerini, Timber Operations Manager
Cedar Die Off Research
Dr. Christine Buhl, ODF Forest Entomologist
Trail Building Tour @ Trish Zakocs
followed by a Wildflower Hike @ the Davis/Seward properties
Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife
Dave Stewart

OSU Extension Office
2050 Lafayette Ave
McMinnville, OR
OSU Extension Office
OSU Extension Office
Yamhill, Oregon
OSU Extension Office

OSU Extension Tree School Online (https://beav.es/TreeSchoolOnline) – Second Tuesday of Every Month
Day

Date

Time

Activity

Presenter(s)

TUE

12/14/21

3:00 PM

40 Years of Christmas Tree Experimenting

Chal Landgen &
Judy Kowalski

TUE

1/11/22

3:00 PM

Forest Amphibians

TUE

2/8/22

3:00 PM

Prescribed Fire

Oregon Small Woodlands Association/Oregon Tree Farm System (oswa.org & otfs.org)
Day

Date

Time

Activity – Presenter

Location

THU SAT

6/23 - 25/22

All Day

Annual Meeting & Tree Farmer of the Year Tour

Benton Co. Fairgrounds

