
Oak Basin Tree Farm is in the valley
foothills south of Brownsville, with
elevations varying from 600 to 2,200
feet. Approximately one third of the
property is dominated by oak and
native prairie, one third grows
ponderosa pine, and the remainder
supports Douglas-fir, grand fir, and
big-leaf maple. This article describes
reforestation efforts in the Douglas-fir
zone.
During planting, the seedlings are
tubed with a protective mesh to
reduce browsing damage. The tubes
also help us locate the trees when
spraying. We spot spray around
each seedling in early spring to kill
grasses and weeds which compete
for limited moisture. Follow-up
spraying is used to control
blackberries, thistles, maple sprouts,
and other noxious weeds as needed.
This intensive regimen maintains the
native shrub component benefitting
native song birds. Prior to 2018, units
reforested with these methods had a
90 percent or greater seedling
survival rate. We did little inter-
planting, assuming that if a seedling
died the planting spot was unsuitable.

In the fall of 2018, we cut two units
totaling eight acres which contained a
mix of mature Douglas-fir trees
interspersed with maple. The site
faces northwest and has better soils
than nearby sites which have
successfully regenerated to fir.
In January of 2019, we planted a mix
of Douglas-fir and incense cedar in
one unit. We plant 1-0 plugs
because they have a large root mass
relative to the above ground foliage.
Seedlings were tubed and circle-
sprayed with glyphosate. This
treatment effectively killed competing
grasses and weeds.
The spring of 2019 was dry with an
unusual stretch of 90+ degree
weather in April. This was followed
by a normal summer so we expected
good seedling survival. Instead, 30
percent of the Douglas-fir seedlings
died, while nearly all of the incense
cedar survived. We presume that the
hot spell in April damaged the roots
ultimately killing the Douglas-fir
seedlings.
In January of 2020, we repeated this
process on both units. Many spots
initially planted to fir were replanted
with incense cedar. May and June
were wet resulting in an explosion of
oxeye daisy and foxglove growing
within sprayed circles. After a
scorching summer and dry east
winds, more Douglas-fir seedlings

(continued p. 2)
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Dry times
bring extra challenges

to reforestation
by Jim Merzenich

Linn Chapter Membership Chairman

An OSWA/OTFS annual
meeting to remember!

by Wylda Cafferata
Secretary, Lane County Chapter
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OSWA and OTFS members are
privileged to attend annual
meetings almost yearly, and each
one sends us home inspired and
grateful to belong to such a vibrant
community of forest land owners.
What a great occasion-two
occasions, actually-- the virtual
meeting in July, and the in-person
tour in August.
In July, via Zoom, we listened to
Tom DeLuca, OSU Dean of the
College of Forestry, explore what it
means to have a working forest.
The meeting was divided into four
sections: Wood, Water, Wildlife,
and Recreation, with several
presentations in each section.
Check the OSWA website to watch
recordings. Between sessions, we
enjoyed slide shows of photos
OSWA and tree farm members
contributed and four participants
received forestry-themed books as
door prizes.
In August, the second part of the
annual meeting took place at Gail
& Gordon Culbertson’s Whitewater
Tree Farm on Penn Road in Lane

(continued on p. 5)



(cont'd from p. 1) Dry Times
died, while the incense cedar
survived. We surmise that the
emergent annual weeds used the
available soil moisture, contributing
to this mortality.
In January of 2021, we inter-planted
favoring incense cedar in areas with
previous high seedling mortality. To
control annuals we added Oust, a
pre-emergent control agent, to our
spray regimen. This treatment was
effective at controlling grasses and
annual weeds but was insufficient in
the throes of a mega-drought.
Our rainfall totals were 0.68, 2.70,
and 1.66 inches, in April, May, and
June respectively. These totals are
less than half of what is normal.
April, a critical month for getting
seedling roots established, had less
than an inch of rain. From June 14 to

September 1, we received no
significant rain. Seedling mortality is
now apparent in both the fir and the
recently planted incense cedar. A

warm and dry September awaits as
we plan more inter-planting in 2022.
Drought and excessive summer heat
have taken a toll on both our spirits
and seedlings.
After three seasons of planting
failures, noxious perennials are
making a comeback. While our
attention was diverted as we
controlled Italian thistles in our
grazed pastures, Canada thistle
flourished in our planted units. Non-
native blackberries are now on the
rebound and are being attacked with
Garlon. The steep ground
necessitates doing this work
methodically with a Solo sprayer.
This is training for a Wallowa’s
backpacking trip that I will do in
September.
Observations :
Drought has replaced deer browsing
as our greatest threat to plantation

success.
The boundaries defining suitable
timberland are changing as climate
changes.
The first year is critical. If competing
vegetation is controlled, seedlings
that survive the first year almost
always survive the second.
Sites that have supported fir may no
longer be suitable. Consider planting
more drought tolerant species such
as incense cedar or ponderosa pine.
The resulting mixed-species stands
are necessary when you have high
site variability within a small area.
Traditionally stands are planted
using a 10-foot spacing (436 trees/
acre). A 12-foot spacing (~ 300
trees/acre) is sufficient on our sites
making pre-commercial thinning
easier.
Established stands less than 20
years old are faring well in this
drought. They must now be
thinned to maintain good health.
When spraying around seedlings
use a surfactant to make the
herbicide stick, a dye to tell where
you have sprayed, and a pipe to
shield the tree. The circle should be
five feet in diameter or larger.

(continued p. 3)
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Drought has replaced deer
browsing as our greatest
threat to plantation success
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OSU Extension Online Calendars

Benton, Linn, & Polk Extension Events
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/benton/forestry-natural-

resources
Sign up for the Compass and Needle mailing list

to receive an email notice when an event is scheduled.
Contact Jody Einerson:

jody.einerson@oregonstate.edu
541-713-5000

Lane Extension events:
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/lane/upcoming-classes-

events
Contact Lauren Grand:

lauren.grand@oregonstate.edu

Upcoming Events

Benton Chapter walking tour, Saturday, October 16, 9am, Rita
Adams forest. Details to follow. See p. 13.
Linn Chapter annual seedling sale, Saturday, February 5, Linn
County Fair and Expo Center. See p. 9 for details.

PORTLAND FORESTERS – 503-222-9772
Scott Ferguson

Barry Sims
Mike Messier

Mindy Laird-Garcia

CORVALLIS FORESTERS – 541-435-0383
Mark Miller

Matt Fehrenbacher
Shane Hetzler

Pamela Hines, Office Manager – 503-409-2888

info@troutmountain.com
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(cont'd from p. 2) Dry Times
If desired conifers cannot be
established, do not abandon the site.
Non-native thistles, weeds, and
shrubs should still be controlled to
favor native species.
Older trees also compete with each
other for limited moisture. The best
protection against drought is to
maintain open stands across your
entire farm with thinning.
These problems cannot be blamed on
sloppy tree planting since I planted
each seedling. Here’s hoping that you
can learn from my mistakes.
Happy Tree Farming! !

Oregon Forest Health Highlights of 2020
Prepared by the US Forest Service

https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd947558.pdf
This is a great resource to learn more about keeping your forest healthy.

Content includes:
Links to: local Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) stewardship
foresters, USDA resources, local OSU Forestry Extensions agents for
stand management guidance
Forest health summary with damage and mortality maps
Surveys and monitoring, including information on western redcedar
dieback
Invasive pest information, forest pollinator projects
Challenges associated with wildfires, climate change, and storms;
drought management tips
Forest insects (bark beetles, woodborers, defoliators, sap-sucking
insects) and tree diseases
Exotic invasive plants

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/benton/forestry-natural-resources
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/benton/forestry-natural-resources
mailto:jody.einerson@oregonstate.edu
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/lane/upcoming-classes-events
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/lane/upcoming-classes-events
mailto:lauren.grand@oregonstate.edu
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd947558.pdf


Gary Jensen, President treegary@aol.com
(541) 935-8653

Dick Beers, V.P./Membership Chair (541) 729-2516
rbeers2606@comcast.net

Wylda Cafferata, Secretary wyldac@gmail.com
(541) 937-3114

Gordon Culbertson, Treasurer ggce@aol.com
(541) 285-3288

Tom Bauman linsayga@peak.org
(541) 746-8990

Rick Olson rolson2@attglobal.net
(541) 997-3792

Chuck Volz chuckvolz67@gmail.com
(541) 746-6361

Dan Kintigh KmhRtree@aol.com
(541) 868-5154

Kate McMichael, tandkate@gmail.com
Facebook host (415) 216-6515

Dan Menk, ODF Forester (541) 935-2283 ext. 230
Daniel.J.MENK@oregon.gov

Lauren Grand, OSU Extension (541) 579-2150
lauren.grand@oregonstate.edu

NOW BUYING

Douglas-fir, Hem-Fir Logs, Timber & Timberland,

as well as Oregon Forest Biomass

CONTACT

Logs/Land/Timber: Greg Willie gwillie@senecasawmill.com
Office 541-461-6259 Cell 541-915-0631

Biomass: Kevin Tuers ktuers@senecasawmill.com
Office 541-461-6242 Cell 541-913-2143

Post Office Box 851, Eugene, Oregon 97440

Lane County Chapter News
by Gary Jensen

President, Lane County Chapter

Fall 2021
With fall upon us, we once again are
experiencing COVID issues and
facing restrictions on gatherings both
outdoors and indoors. Masks and
vaccinations are being demanded for
events that bring people together.
Because of this, we have canceled
the fall events we were planning
earlier this summer. Specifically,
the fall tree farm tour for LCSWA
2020 tree farmer of the year, the
Leiman & Cummings family
holdings, west of Junction City. We
will be working with Sara Leiman to
hopefully work out a time during the
spring of 2022 for the tour.
LCSWA did have activities this
summer, and we were fortunate to
have helped coordinate and support
OSWA’s annual meeting in July, as
well as the 2019 OSWA tree farmer
of the year tour on the Culbertson
tree farm off Penn Road in August.
Special thanks are extended to all
the board members who assisted
OSWA in coordinating and
supporting these events. Also, with

the passing of Mike Atkinson, we are
looking to fill his seat on the board.
Again, we enter the fall season with
a shortage of rain, which continues
to exacerbate our fire season.
Please continue to be fire safe on
your properties and follow your local
ODF office or OSU extension for
information on active fires and fire
conditions affecting your forest.
OSWA at the Salem office is going
through some changes. On August
21, Amy Jahnke resigned as
OSWA’s Executive Director.
President Ken Nygren and the
executive committee are currently in
the process of putting together a
search for a new director. For the
short-term, Jim James has agreed to
step back in until a new director is
confirmed.
Kate McMichael and Theresa
Hauser merit special recognition for
their efforts to keep the LCSWA
Facebook page current and active. If
you have not visited it, check it out. It
is a platform for posting activities on
your forest, as well as asking

questions and receiving information
from others.
Please stay involved and active in
OSWA. You are important to OSWA
and a critical resource. Your
membership ensures the continued
operations of OSWA to provide you
with the support and information
beneficial in the management of your
forest lands. Thanks to all for your
commitment to OSWA.
Lane County Upcoming Events:
Quarterly Board meeting November
2021 (date & time to be determined)
Annual Meeting January 2022
Lane County Extension Forester:
Lauren Grand – Lauren can be
reached through the Eugene Office
for Extension Service.
996 Jefferson St
Phone: 541 579-2150
Eugene, OR 97402
lauren.grand@oregonstate.edu

Take care and enjoy your forest. We
look forward to seeing you at
LCSWA’s upcoming events and our
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heartfelt good wishes go out to all
who have been impacted by the
local fires.
Gary Jensen, LCSWA Chair!
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There have been several formal
obituaries written in forestry
publications since Mike’s death. I’ve
been asked to write a few words
about Mike from a personal
standpoint. I hardly know where to
start. Mike has been a
very good friend since
I started working with
him in 1977 after
Wylda and I moved to
Springfield from
Raymond,
Washington. We
worked together in
many capacities over
the years, and I take
pride in having been
one of the Oregon
Tree Farm System’s
inspectors in his stable
the last fifteen years.
We fought fire, burned slash, site
prepped, sprayed, planted seedlings,
and grew trees together for 44 years.
As we all know, trust is the currency
of our business as tree farmers. In all
our interactions. Mike was one of our
bankers of trust. For me, he was a
trusted co-worker, trusted colleague,
trusted friend, trusted advisor, and
trusted mentor. And as his son
Martin said at Mike’s memorial
service, Mike’s honesty was second
to none. Mike was often blunt and
always kind.
Through many discussions, Mike

convinced Wylda and me that we
needed to own some forest land.
Thus, we joined him as tree famers
with land of our own in 2009. Mike
certified three of our tree farms and
planned on recertifying the fourth this

year.
Many of us knew
Mike for his
leadership in
OTFS and OSWA,
as well as his
other forestry-
related activities at
the local, state,
and national
levels, but that is
only part of his
service to society.
His school board

work, church work, community
seedling sales, helping neighbors,
family, Ties to the Land, and more,
mark his lifetime of service.
A consummate tree farmer, Mike
managed his tree farm for more than
fifty years; he was a true
conservationist who left the land
better than he found it.
Two things Mike liked to say and said
often: “Let’s make it happen” (and he
made so many things happen) and “It
is what it is” (he dealt with things as
they were.) We could all do well to
act on his wisdom and example.
Wylda and I miss his him greatly. !

IN MEMORIAM
MIKE ATKINSON

October 3, 1938-July 18, 2021
by Steve Cafferata

(continued from p. 1)
Annual Meeting
County. What a wonderful day it was!
The weather was perfect: cool in the
morning and sunny in the early
afternoon. Over eighty small-
woodland owners and their guests
gathered under the huge, old black
walnut tree to visit with each other,
not virtually as we have been doing
for the past 18 months, but in person!
People were smiling, laughing, and
exchanging stories and opinions.
Gail did a magnificent job explaining
the tree farm’s role in their family, and
Gordon explained its history.
Then we were off on our tour. We
had three stops: At the first stop,
Gordon explained his management
strategies, explaining his thinning
regime, examples of different aged
stumps, and root rot management--
ably assisted by Lauren Grand, Lane
County’s OSU Forestry Extension
Agent.
Steve Cafferata and Christine Buhl’s
stop met in a beautiful nine-year old
plantation where Steve described all
the work: site prep, planting, animal
protection, fertilization-which Gordon
has done to promote successful
growth. Christine described how to
recognize drought, scorch, and insect
damage, and emphasized preventive
steps to protect trees.

(continued on p. 14)



It's difficult to nail down all that
we share as fellow travelers in
this place. One thing we can
surely share is caring for each
other, helping our neighbors
after a loss.
On September 7, 2020, one
year ago today, fire roared
down the North Santiam River
canyon. The Santiam Fire, at
over 400,000 acres, destroyed
over 1,500 structures, with the
cities of Detroit, Gates, Idanha,
Mill City, and Lyons suffering
varying amounts of damage. It
was one of the most destructive
wildfires in the recorded history
of Oregon. I drove down
through the canyon last month,
and could not really find words
to express the shock and loss.
Here is a short poem I wrote
years ago, updated to help me
look not just back, but
forward.!

Linn County Chapter News
by Tim Otis

President, Linn County Chapter
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Oak Basin walking
tour beats the heat

by Jim Merzenich
LCSWA membership chairman

After the Fire
A tribute to those who lost so much
That I cannot determine whether I am lost

Or something else is lost
Is probably because the echo of voices and laughter,

The smell of fir branches in the sun
The sight of early morning water skiing on the lake,
Velvet smooth water sliding by as the sun rises –

Are still too much a living part of memory,

While the ghosts of charred two-by-fours and tables
Still haunt, pulling back into black and loss.

But now, in only vaguely understood transition
Just perceiving a new-found place;

A space, where I am learning to be comfortable
With people who must hug
To tell you how they feel

A discovery that, what now I see
With transformed eyes, are never-lost good friends.

We started Monday and the summer
solstice on an Oak Basin Tree Farm
with a walking tour beginning at 9 am.
Despite a forecast of 95 degrees and
a two-mile hike, 20 guests happily
participated. Guest hosts included

Brad Withrow-Robinson, Forestry
extension agent, and Jessica Celis,
the BLM district botanist.
The June 21 tour was hosted by
brothers Ed and Jim Merzenich,
managers of Oak Basin.
Our first stop was a reforested harvest
unit planted in 2014. By spraying
around each seedling to kill competing
grasses, tubing trees to deter deer
browsing, and keeping weeds under
control, we now have a mixed
Douglas-fir and incense cedar stand
that is also prime habitat for
songbirds.
Our pathway led us through a large
restored oak stand and ponderosa
pine, as well as Douglas-fir
plantations that are due for
commercial thinning. After continuing
upwards, we arrived at the “big
meadow” where we jointly work with

(continued p. 8)



Nancy and Larry Mauter are the Linn
County Volunteers of the Year” for
2021.
The couple live on their 15 acres of
mixed-aged, mixed-species forest
near Waterloo. They purchased the
property in 1997, replanting fir and
ponderosa pines.
They have been participants in the
annual seedling sale for the past five
years, as well as judging 4-H
scholarships.
“Larry and Nancy Mauter have been,
this past year, the voices of
enthusiasm and creativity for our
Linn County Small Woodlands
group,” said Tim Otis LCSWA
chapter president.
“From writing for the Quarterly Bark,
to helping other board members with
their duties, as well as being the
project managers for the Sunnyside
Park Kiosk and planting, they inspire
the best in all of us,” Otis said.
Nancy was on the Bob Mealey
scholarship selection committee this
year and has worked in outdoor
education with sixth graders. She is

a member of
Women Owning
Woodlands
Network and is
currently taking
the pollinator
stewardship
program through
OSU Extension
service.
Larry is a retired
newspaper
journalist. He has
been a LCSWA
board member for
five years,
occasionally filling in
as board secretary.
He has contributed
to the Quarterly Bark
and LCSWA website. (Editor’s note:
Larry has provided insightful suggestions
and encouragement for the editor and
greatly improved the Quarterly Bark)

He has been involved with the Bob
Mealey ponderosa pine project,
coordinating with Linn County staff to
produce environmental education
signs to be installed at Sunnyside

Park later this year. Young pines
were planted in March as part of the
project.
The Mauters and other OSWA
chapter volunteers were recognized
at the July 23 virtual OSWA annual
meeting. !

Linn County Chapter Officers

President Tim Otis 541-619-4918 timothy.otis7@gmail.com
Vice President
Secretary Jonathan Christie 503-394-3192 christie@smt-net.com
Treasurer Shirley Holmberg 541-259-3963 vestis3@gmail.com
Director Mike Barsotti 503-859-2993 barsotti@wvi.com
Director Jim Cota 541-367-3232
Director Bonnie Marshall 503-769-6510 bonnieym@wvi.com
Director Larry Mauter 805-400-8552 osomauter3@att.net
Director Lee Peterman 541-223-3935 petey711@hotmail.com

Standing Committees

Activities Lee Peterman 541-223-3935 petey711@hotmail.com
4-H Education Fay Sallee 541-451-5322 sksallee@yahoo.com
Membership Jim Merzenich 541-466-5005 jim@oakbasin.com
Publicity Larry Mauter 805-400-8552 osomauter3@att.net
Scholarships Katie Kohl 541-405-2564 kohl@proaxis.com
Seedling Sale Bonnie Marshall 503-769-6510 bonnieym@wvi.com
TFOY Selection Joe Holmberg 541-259-3963 praediolum@gmail.com
Linn deputy Deputy Paul Eves 541-967-3950 PEves@linnsheriff.org

Mauters honored for volunteer
efforts

Editor’s Note: Larry Mauter is the author of the following
story.
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Nancy & Larry Mauter
Linn County Volunteers of the Year

OSWA’s
Executive Director

Resigns

by Mike Barsotti
OSWA Board Member

In mid-August after 6 months on the
job, OSWA’s Executive Director,
Amy Jahnke, resigned. Jim James,
who had led the organization for 10
plus years before retiring in May of
this year, has agreed to return part
time until a new Executive Director is
hired. The OSWA leadership wishes
Amy well as she pursues her future.

!



The Woodland Fish and
Wildlife Group

is made up of forestry and wildlife
professionals from state and federal
agencies, universities, and private
organizations that work together to

develop educational publications about
fish and wildlife species and habitat
management. Publications are written
specifically for small woodland owners

in Oregon and Washington.

Publications are now available on the
web and are easy to download and

print as needed:
www.woodlandfishandwildlife.com

4-H group revamps
Linn woodlands website

by Larry Mauter, Linn Chapter Director
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Linn County 4-Hers and a local
business have teamed up to rebuild
and maintain the Linn County Small
Woodlands Association website.
The site — linncountyswa.com— is
one route of communications for the
110-member organization.
Simple Storefronts owner Nancy
Hildebrandt, based in Lebanon, has
led the design changes on the site
and developed the training program
for the 4-Hers. The effort has
included a series of Zoom classes
instructing the 4-Hers on the use of
WordPress. Sessions also included
video instruction with homework
that had the students creating
actual posts on a practice website.
The 4-Hers, the leadership group
for the Clever Clovers, will stay
involved in the website, posting
articles and maintaining the site for
the forestry group.
Nancy Hildebrandt often designs
sites for nonprofits, including Build
Lebanon Trails, South Santiam
Watershed Council, the Heritage
League of the 2nd Air Division, and
the Mount Hamilton Range
Improvement Association.
“I can’t think of a more meaningful
way to have spent my summer,”
said Hildebrandt.
“It was so much fun to pass on this
knowledge to the 4-Hers and I hope
to stay involved with them,” she
said.
LCSWA President Tim Otis
compared the project to a recent
personal tech story.
“I recently got a new smartphone,
which I use, among other things, to
video chat with my
granddaughters,” said Otis.
“It reminded me of this project,” he
said. “Done with help from 4-H
students, it will both provide
connections between the

generations, and allow us to update
our website and communicate
better with each other.”
Kim Calvery, a 4-H parent volunteer
for the project, said there have
been multiple plusses.
“Community service is an important
part of 4-H, and we actively search
for opportunities. This seemed to be
a perfect fit for the Clever Clovers,”
said Calvery.
“The club members participating in
the training really appreciated the
instruction provided by Nancy
Hildebrandt and are very excited to
start maintaining the website,” she
said.
An offshoot from the website
education process, said Calvery, is
the startup of a WordPress website
for the Clever Clovers.
“Nancy has made the learning
process simple and easy through
Zoom calls, videos and a
detailed written tutorial that teach
how to use WordPress,” said
Gabriel Bradford, 16. “For eight
weeks we've been learning how to
create articles, pages, links and
much more,” he said.
“I hope to train future Clever
Clovers Leadership members so
that our club may continue to
support these sites into the future,”
said Bradford, a 10-year veteran of
4-H.
The Clever Clovers and the
LCSWA have had a working
relationship going back to the mid
1980s. Clever Clovers are an
integral part of the group’s annual
seedling sale and annual
membership meeting.
LCSWA directors approved funding
for the project in June. The 4-H
group will receive a $150 quarterly
stipend to update and maintain the
site. !

(continued from p. 6)
Oak Basin Tour

the BLM to manage upland prairie
habitat for the Fender’s blue butterfly.
Botanist Jessica Celis discussed the
role of lupine stands and nectar
species essential for the butterflies
along with the creation of corridors to
connect meadows. One goal is to do
prescribed burns and other habitat
restoration treatments across
ownership boundaries.
After climbing to the top of our hill and
viewing the Kalapuya “spirit” tree we
found cold drinks and cookies awaiting
us. The tour finished at noon with a
temperature near 80 degrees. The
next several days broke all-time
records for heat so we are happy to
have completed this tour while the
grass was green, the flowers were in
bloom, and the skies were clear.!

Jim Merzenich

http://www.woodlandfishandwildlife.com


We are gearing up, once again, for
the Linn County Small Woodlands
Association’s Annual Seedling Sale.
The 27th annual event will be
February 5, 2022, at the Linn
County Fair and Expo Center.
Fortunately, we have a versatile
range of hard-working volunteers,
as well as gears in our gear box
that will help us carry on the
tradition in this ever-changing
COVID environment.
The outstanding success of this
past year’s seedling sale was made
possible with some advance
planning and creative thinking from
our wonderful volunteers. This
helped add over $10,000 to our
scholarship and education fund.
Thanks to all of you that continue to
support our seedling sale. On
Friday February 4, volunteers will
again be in place to wrap orders in
sawdust and newspaper for
Saturday pickups.
While every year seems to present
new challenges for our seedling
sale, we work hard to provide
seedlings that will work for you. We
will offer our usual great seedling
selection of conifer and deciduous
trees and shrubs, with an emphasis
on native plants. Start thinking now
about your spring planting needs.
Be watching for the pre-order
information packet to be sent via
email in mid to late November (or
snail mail for those that don’t have
an email address). If you would like
to be added to our email or snail
mail list or volunteer to help at the
seedling sale, please contact
Bonnie Marshall at
bonniem@wvi.com or (503)
769-6510. The pre-order
information will also be posted in
early December on our recently
redesigned website:
www.linncountyswa.com.

With the new website format, we
look forward to providing more up-
to-date information on seedling
availability and if we are sold out of
an item. While it won’t provide real
time accuracy, we hope this will
help reduce the number of
adjustments we have had to make
in previous years.
We look forward to seeing you at
the seedling sale, Saturday,
February 5, 2022 at the Linn County
Fair and Expo Center. Remember
to pre-order early for best selection.

!

Three Linn County high school
graduates have been awarded our
2021 LCSWA Robert Mealey
Scholarships for studying forestry-
related courses in an Oregon college/
university.

Money for the scholarships comes
from the profits of the annual Linn
County Small Woodlands seedling
sale.

Kimberly Ortiz, a Scio High School
graduate, is now a senior at Eastern
Oregon University in La Grande,
majoring in Rangeland Management
Natural Resources and Ecosystems.
She is receiving a $1,000
scholarship. With a laudatory 3.72
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Trio of students
receive Mealey

scholarship funds
By Katie Kohl

Linn Chapter Scholarship Chair

Linn seedling sale team sets date
for 27th annual event

by Bonnie Marshall, Linn Chapter Director

GPA, we look forward to her
academic achievements and
experiences this final year.
Along with her academic studies,
Kimberly has enthusiastically worked
and volunteered in woodlands and
other natural resource projects with
youth programs in the out-of-doors.
She’s working this year in La Grande
as a student research intern with
OSU’s Branch Experiment Station
focusing on a study of drought
resistant forage crops in Eastern
Oregon. “Once I have my degree, I
plan to move back to the Willamette
Valley and be able to better the lives
of others through volunteer work and
managing natural resources and
ecosystems.”

Madelyn Neuschwander, a Sweet
Home High School graduate, is now a
junior at Oregon State University
majoring in Forestry Ecosystems and
Natural Resources. She is receiving a
$2,000 renewable scholarship.
After working for Starker Forestry
along with her classes last year,
Madelyn is now employed as a forest
management intern with the Oregon
State Research Forest. She has
worked on a white oak restoration unit
in the Jackson Creek area, discussed
control details with contractors,
covered slash piles for burning, and
tariff-cruised--among other tasks.
In her free time, she has enjoyed
hiking and camping. Madelyn is also
a cherished coxswain on OSU’s
Rowing Team.
An exceptional full-time student with a
3.64 GPA, Madelyn is studying a
broad range of forestry science and
issues. (continued p. 15)

mailto:bonniem@wvi.com
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Lincoln Chapter tours
Jim & Connie Holt
Family Tree Farm,

holds annual meeting
by Judy Pelletier

Lincoln Chapter Secretary

Our annual tree farm tour was held
on Saturday, August 14 on N.
Beaver Creek at the Jim and Connie
Holt Tree Farm, which has been in
the Holt family since the early
1900s.
It was a beautiful day in an idyllic
setting.
LCSWA board members threw
themselves into making this event a
success. The tour area was above

the house on a manicured bench of
land surrounded by stately timber.
Jim and Connie Holt had the site well
set with with sink, water and electricity.
First off, Tom Wiley was honored as
our Volunteer of the Year 2021 for
his enthusiastic help with our Spring
Tree Seedling Sale,
Rex Capri said he spoke with Port
Manager Paula Miranda about the
Newport International Terminal (NIT),
currently leased and occupied by
Midwater Trawlers. They're trying to
grade the 9-acre site to better entice
potential timber-related and wave
energy users. They applied for a grant
for purchasing some equipment but
didn't get it. They're looking into

another grant. The International
Shipping Terminal had been the only
affordable hope for local small
woodland owners in finding an export
market for large hemlock logs.
A very interesting history of his family
farm was presented by Jim Holt, retold
in a separate article (see p. 11).
Mike Barsotti, past OSWA President,
updated us on the latest legislative
session news.Barsotti summarized
some of the issues as such:
For the first time in memory, the
legislature failed to pass a Forest
Products Harvest Tax. The current
harvest tax sunsets at the end of this
year. With the legislature returning in
February, it is assumed that harvest
tax legislation will be taken up and
be retroactive to Jan 1, 2022.
A major wildfire bill passed providing
development of statewide strategies
to promote wildfire risk reduction,
response to wildfires, and recovery
from wildfires. There was a good
discussion on how forest landowners
pay their portion of funding large
wildfire suppression.
Barsotti stated that OSWA was quite
successful in stopping many harmful
policy bills including the restructuring
of the Board of Forestry, the
establishment of a severance tax on
timber harvest, and shifting more of
the costs of fighting wildfire from the
general fund to forest landowners.
Annie Young-Mathews, USDA-
NRCS, Waldport Field Office
explained that flyers for small farm,
forest, and road management plans,
and for cost-share assistance are
currently available in the office.
After they spoke, Peter Bregman
opened the Lincoln County Chapter's
annual meeting. Treasurer Jan
Steenkolk reported that a check from
OSWA was given to Joe Steere for
logs that Miami Corp. had sent to
Taft High School. (continued p. 11)

Lincoln County Chapter Board Members
President Peter M. Bregman 541-563-6428 pmbregman@msn.com
Past Pres. Joe Steere 503-879-5717 jsteere@miami-corp.com
Vice Pres. Joe Steenkolk 541-875-1541 jjs@casco.net
Treasurer Jan Steenkolk 541-875-1541 jjs@casco.net
Secretary Judy Pelletier 541-336-3855 jpelleti@charter.net
Membership Nick Dahl 541-270-1359 n.dahldisposalservice.com
Board mem. Steven Allan 541-994-7117 oregonarmed@msn.com
Board mem. Jim Holt 541-563-4213
Board mem. Andy Kittel 541-961-6461 apk1944@gmail.com
Board mem. Tom Wiley 541-336-2268 coyote@peak.org
Board mem. Tim Miller 541-444-1088 tmillerfarms@gmail.com
Board mem. Pami Monnette 541-283-5119 Pamela.Monnette

@oregonstate.edu

mailto:Pamela.Monnette@oregonstate.edu


11

Jim Holt tells tall tales of yesteryear,
along with family & local history atop a spine of a ridge

photo credit: Mike Barsotti

Holt Farm History
by Judy Pelletier

Lincoln Chapter Secretary

The land on Beaver Creek was
originally homesteaded on Aug 6,1885
by Harriet Patterson and her brother
Cortez, with the west half sold as 80
acres, more or less, divided by the
Yaquina-Alsea Wagon Road. The
land was subsequently sold to the
Lissy family in 1917.
The Wolkaw family purchased the land
in 1919. By the time Jim's great-
grandparents had moved to Beaver
Creek in 1921, the Wolkaw boys had
already cleared the north section of
the property.
In 1943, Jim's great grandparents
purchased the Wolkaw property to
pasture their milk cows.
The property was then acquired in the
middle 1950s by his great aunt and
uncle who logged it and ran beef cattle
on it until 1962, at which time Jim's
parents bought it from them.
In 1994, Jim and Connie bought the
east half (34.5 acres) of the property
from his mother. When his sister got
their dad's half in 2000, they found out
that the whole parcel was just 69
acres, not 80 acres, because the deed
had described the old county road as
the property line.
Jim’s sister, Joanne, noted that the
state declined the opportunity to
refund any overpaid taxes at that time.
The land had re-seeded itself between
when Jim's great grandparents had
purchased it from the Wolkaws in
1943, until his great uncle logged the
south half in the 1950s. Since that
time, it has re-seeded itself, providing
nice stands of timber.
In the last 15 years, Jim and Connie
have harvested 200 mbf of timber.
Their goal is to grow trees and create
more pasture for the cows. Because
Connie is retired and Jim is an almost-
retired timber faller, they harvest trees
to supplement their retirement income.

!

Annual Meeting (cont'd from p. 10)

The treasurer also reported that
our Lincoln County chapter had
done well on the tree seedling
sales during this year and last
year.
Steve Cafferata reminded the
chapter that local high schools can
apply to ONREF (Oregon Natural
Resources Education Fund) for
grants to help support their natural
resource programs. More
information can be found on the

ONREF website. Steve added
that the OSWA ONREF sub-fund
has two advisors, Tim Otis and
Wylda Cafferata, who help decide
how grants are allocated.
ONREF is a dedicated sub-fund
within the Oregon Community
Foundation which has the purpose
of supporting high school natural
resource education in Oregon.
Our OSWA sub-fund was
established in 2020 to further this
purpose.!



Ed Easterling: 2020 Benton OTFY
awarded 2021 Oregon OTFY

The Benton County Chapter had
several significant events occur
during the summer quarter. First was
our Annual Picnic at the Castle
Family Farm in Wren on July 24. It
was a beautiful day, in a beautiful
setting, which hopefully will become
the venue for all future picnics. Board
member Diana Blakney wrote a very
nice summary of the forest
community event.
At the Oregon Family Forest Virtual
Convention in July, Ed Easterling of
Crestmont Farm Family was chosen
Oregon Outstanding Tree Farmer of
the Year. Years of hard work paid off
for Ed and his diverse operation. His
postponed 2020 Benton County
Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year
celebratory tour was held on
September 18. See board member
Dave Hibbs’s article for details.
As a consequence of Ed’s success,
the Benton Chapter will host the
2022 Oregon Family Forest
Convention in Benton County June
23, 24 & 25. Your board is already
planning for excellent local tours,
OSWA & OTFS member meetings,
an outstanding educational
conference and banquet, with
culmination at the Oregon

Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year
Celebratory Tour on Saturday the
25th. Mark your calendars and help
out by volunteering.
Greg Palmer was recognized. Board
member Sarah Edwardsson’s article
sums up Greg’s accomplishments.
Carbon Markets & Tree Farmers
As tree farmers in the foothills of the
Coast Range, we are sometimes
lulled into a false sense of security by
mild, wet winters, temperate
summers, clean air, deep moist soils
and lush, green landscapes. As the
recent past, and especially the last
13 months have shown us, we are
not immune to the threats of
accelerating climate change. Winter
flooding, heat domes, devastating
fires and prolonged drought have
taken the wind out of our sails. We
might ask ourselves about what we
might do to help ourselves and our
planet. The answer is on our tree
farms.
I ask all tree farmers to consider
educating themselves on Carbon
Markets so that you can make sound
decisions and lobby your legislators
to help us gain fair access to these
emerging markets. I suggest
investing a few hours digging deeper
into these potential opportunities:
Tom Martin, AFF CEO & President:

One in Four Rural Americans Can Be
Part of the Climate Solution -
Through Their Forests
https://dailyyonder.com/author/
tmartin/
Carbon in Oregon's Managed
Forests (Tree School)
Mike Cloughesy, Oregon Forest
Resources Institute, Portland OR.
Dr. Edie Sonne Hall, Three Trees
Consulting, Seattle WA.
David Ford, Founder & CEO, L&C
Carbon, Dundee OR.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=XBqsUud8B1o
Forest Carbon for the Family
Forest Owner (Tree School)
Jon Stewart, Raincloud Tree Farm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Nu5jo9CtCWE
AFF: Family-Owned Forests: How
to unlock the carbon potential in
America’s backyard.
https://www.forestfoundation.org/
stuff/contentmgr/
files/1/2c45ad7945b0a0647378ab0d
49acd2ab/miscdocs/
aff_2020carbonreport_final.pdf
Tom Martin’s article is a briefo
verview of how he sees the present
situation as an opportunity for small
landowners to get involved in
combating climate change. The next
two Tree School presentations are
about 90 minutes each. Mike gives a
great summary of Carbon in Oregon
Forests followed by two experts that
review Carbon on Working Forests
and Carbon Markets. Jon Stewart
shares his own personal experience
in participating in a Carbon Market as
a small woodlands owner. AFF’s
reference explains their brand-new
Carbon Market program which
hopefully will move west in the next
few years.
Email me for above links:
bentoncoswa@gmail.com!

Benton County Chapter News
by Dave Ehlers

President, Benton County Chapter

Benton County Chapter Board Members
Please contact via bentoncoswa@gmail.com

President , Dave Ehlers (541) 231-7094
Program Director, Pat Boren (541) 929-2144
Secretary, Diana Blakney (541) 230-1248
Treasurer/Webmaster, Jane Brandenburg (541) 929-5519
Membership, Sarah Edwardsson (541) 745-2062
OSWA Liaison, Nancy Hathaway (541) 758-5510
TFOY Coordinator, Dave Hibbs (541) 752-3245

Education Chair, Rita Adams (541) 752-3324
Member at Large, Darrell Oakes (541) 929-3858
Member at Large, Dena Oakes (541) 929-3858
Member at Large, Ed Easterling (541) 286-7860
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Back to the Woods
by Pat Boren

Benton Chapter Program Director

The Log Deck
by Van Decker

Benton Chapter member

Sept 1, 2021
Lumber market this summer has
been down, down, down. Lumber
yards have been reluctant to restock
as they are thinking boards will be
cheaper if they wait a week.
Starting in May, boards dropped price
14 weeks in a row, with many weeks
dropping by double or triple digits.
Logs have held up better than
lumber. Part of the reason is logs
never got as unreasonably high as
boards last spring.
Domestic west side Douglas-fir logs
sell at 700-900 per M. Demand is hot
for small logs. White wood logs are
100 to 300 per M (thousand) less.
Loggers have been
busy. Harvesting of the burned
timber has been going full blast on
the private, state, and BLM
lands. Forest Service is cutting quite
a lot of hazard trees along their
roads. A standard cutting
prescription is to clear cut all burned
trees 200 feet below, and 300 feet
above the road. Log quality from
these sales is very good.
The 3 days of HOT weather
showed the importance of pre-
commercial thinning on young
stands. Drive around and look at
the trees planted too close that
were exposed to the HOT
afternoon sun. Many turned red
on the tender new growth. We are
seeing more dying trees this
summer than in the past.!

!

Greg Palmer: Benton
Chapter Outstanding

Volunteer
by Sarah Edwardsson

Benton Membership Chair

Greg’s roots in forestry go back to
the ‘60s in Kansas. He became
involved with OSU extension and
OSWA when Greg and his wife
Marilyn purchased forest land in
Oregon during 2004. From the
beginning, Greg saw the value in
being mentored by foresters. He
credits the help he received from
both the Extension Service and
OSWA as critical to his family’s
education. Field trips, Fire School,
forestry and viticulture courses are
some of the activities Greg names
for being so valuable.
Greg has helped at plant sales and
holiday greenery sales. He has
also been a volunteer at the
Starker Lecture Series. Around
2010, Greg and his family hosted a
tour at their Lurking Turkey
Farm. He was tapped for the role
of Treasurer of our chapter, an
office he held until 2017. As
Treasurer, Greg was in charge of
collecting door prizes for our
annual meeting from forestry
suppliers. Fortunately for us, he
continues to maintain those
relationships and has stayed in
charge of that activity even after
leaving the board.
The Benton Small Woodlands
Association thanks Greg for his
many hours of service and
congratulates him on this
recognition. !

Benton Chapter
Annual Picnic

by Diana Blakney
Secretary, Benton Chapter

Save the date- October 16, 9 am
The Benton County Small Woodlands
Assn. has a very interesting walking
tour planned at Rita Adams’s forest,
located south of Philomath. This tour
will look at three younger stands and
consider management issues of the
various age trees. Brush control, burn
piles, tree spacing, and early thinning
will be some of the topics discussed.
Trail building and how to maintain, 4-
wheeler safety will be some bonus
topics. Info to follow. !

On July 24, the Benton Chapter held
its annual picnic at the Castle Family
Forest.
The approximately 35 picnickers
mingled, ate, and paid rapt attention
when member Van Decker recounted
the history of the 20-acre forest
donated to the Philomath Community
Foundation by Emery Castle and his
daughter, Cheryl Rogers.
Decker described Castle as a man of
many contributions. He enlisted in the
Air Force immediately after Pearl
Harbor, became a much beloved
professor of agricultural economics at
OSU, and, by the gift of the Castle
Family Forest, offered the best
possible practical forest education to
the youth of Philomath.
Today, five years after the 2016 gift,
The Castle Family Forest continues to
be well used by Philomath High
School’s forestry and natural
resources program.
In addition to honoring Emery Castle
and his daughter, the picnickers
cheered loudly when member Ed
Easterling, Benton County chapter's
2020 Tree Farmer of the Year, and
now Oregon's 2021 Tree Farmer of
the Year, arrived at the picnic!Way to
go, Crestmont Farm! !



Crestmont Farm Family
showcases innovative land management

by Dave Hibbs
Benton Chapter TFOY Coordinator
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Crestmont Farm Family and Ed
Easterling have done incredible
things with this property. The
property is divided into 3 units, each
with different management plans.
The first management unit focuses
on commercial timber production
with some thoughtful consideration to
diversity and habitat improvement.
The second unit is managed for
pasture and agroforestry. Pasture
management has been particularly
beneficial for the Oregon Vesper
Sparrow. Crestmont uses an intense
rotational grazing approach during
the growing season. Cattle graze
pastures for a few days and then
rotate to other pastures for a few
weeks before returning to previously
grazed areas.
The result is reduced grass height
after grazing that is still high enough
to protect the ground-nesting Vesper
Sparrow, yet short enough to enable
successful nesting. The agroforestry
effort has created oak woodlands
and savannas.
The third unit is a conservation land
trust and is managed for diversity,
education, and recreation. Our
walking tour explored this third unit.
We were fortunate to have Ed’s
skilled team accompany us.
The land trust property links to Fitton
Green, a Benton County natural
area. Crestmont has developed a
trail system with interpretive signs.
More are coming. The area is grazed
by cattle once or twice each summer
for habitat enhancement, to reduce
fire danger, and to discourage
common invasive plants. The
Crestmont team is doing an
innovative job of balancing cattle
grazing and livestock production
while encouraging growth of native
forbs and plants, as well as helping
with invasive species control. Several

springs are protected from grazing
and provide a water supply for cows
and wildlife. A bottomless culvert was
installed in the creek to aid fish
passage. The land trust also includes
several stands of commercially
managed Douglas-fir. Signage will
help visitors understand the activities
of management and the ecological
values of the different stages in the
management cycle.
Crestmont Farm Family is actively
engaged in management for several
species that are endangered,
threatened, or of concern. They have
one of Oregon’s two populations of
Taylor’s Checkerspot butterfly. They
have been improving clusters of
Kincade’s lupine and hope to see the
Fender’s Blue butterfly soon. They
have records of a spotted owl pair, so
are managing for some of its habitat
even though no spotted owls have
been seen for a long time.
Crestmont has also planted native
grasses and forbs on more than 200
acres of meadows, savannas, and
woodlands. The team uses a
rigorous process of preparation and
follow-up to enhance results.
Invasive plants are treated before
and after the native plantings. The
ground is prepared in advance for
broadcast seeding, which is done by
hand and with a UTV-mounted
spreader. Many areas then use cattle
grazing to control reemerging
invasives and create soil disturbance
to promote plant growth and
reproduction.
On the day of the tour, we were all
prepared for rain, but we had a great
Northwest day in the spectacular
foothills of the Coast Range.
Crestmont Farm Family and Ed
Easterling have been chosen as this
year’s state TFOY, so there will be
an opportunity for others to visit this
amazing property next June. !

(continued from p. 5)
Annual Meeting
Julie Woodworth and Fran Cafferata
Coe’s stop took place in a shady
riparian zone where they highlighted
steps small woodland owners can
take to promote wildlife habitat,
including creating bio-dens, leaving
shrubs where they don’t compete
with seedlings, planting wildlife-
friendly seed mixes on road edges
and landings, keeping 10% of the
tree mix as hardwood…all this to
keep common species common. At
all the stops, the presenters
answered lots of questions and
participants shared lots of their own
experiences.
After the tours, we gathered again at
tables under the trees for delicious
box lunches and a fun program that
Gordon conducted with his
contagious enthusiasm. Everyone
cheered when he and Gail received
their 2019 Tree Farmers of the Year
award.
Tiffany Monroe, president of Lane
Families for Farm and Forest, spoke
of how much farmers and small
woodland owners have in common
and described upcoming events.
Dick Courter did a magnificent job
describing the origin of the Oregon
Tree Farm System and presenting Ed
Easterling with the 2020 Tree Farmer
of the Year Award. Ken Nygren
presented the well-earned chapter
Volunteers-of-the-Year awards. Jim
James accepted the Riggin’ Slinger
Award along with a standing ovation.
No one wanted the day to end, but,
as always, good things come to an
end so new ones can start. We are
already looking forward to the next
Family Forest Convention to be
hosted by Benton County Small
Woodlands Association in 2022. We
are grateful to all our sponsors and to
the Family Forest Convention
Planning Committee for all their work
in planning and carrying out such a
fabulous two-part occasion. !



CUSTOM LOGGING

THINNING IS OUR SPECIALTY CABLE AND GROUND BASED
ROAD BUILDING CERTIFIED AND EXPERIENCED

TIMBER PURCHASES LAND PURCHASES

AVAILABLE FOR ANY SIZE JOB

Contact: Levi Beelart 24044 Decker Rd. Corvallis, OR 97333

541-954-0282 BandGLogging.com
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Tom Wiley
Lincoln County

Volunteer of the Year
by Judy Pelletier

Lincoln Chapter Secretary

Tom Wiley was honored as our
Volunteer of the Year 2021 for his
enthusiastic help with our spring Tree
Seedling Sale that is so popular with
county residents as well as small
woodlands owners. Tom and his wife
Meridee own a total of 165 acres in
Lincoln County (35 acres outside of
Toledo and 130 acres on North Beaver
Creek Rd, Seal Rock).

They have been managing their land
since 2005 when they sold their hay
and cattle ranch near Fallon NV and
bought the properties on the coast.
Meridee was born in Corvallis and was
familiar with area, as her grandfather
had homesteaded a property on
Salmonberry Rd. in 1918, near Alsea.
Meridee spent many summers there
exploring the forest and developed a
lifetime fondness for this lifestyle. Tom
earned a bachelor degree from U.C.
Davis in Animal Science with minors in
both Chemistry and Biology. He has
been cattle and hay farming for most of
his life and moving here was a good fit
to continue with his farming passion.

Tom serves as chairman of the Lincoln
Soil and Water Conservation District
and as a board member for LCSWA.
After spending 27 years ranching in the
Nevada desert, Tom sought out advice
on what to do with their land in the rain
forest. Tom was happy to find kindred
souls in the local OSWA group who
give wisdom and knowledge for their
new endeavor. !

Aria Mays is a 2021 graduate of
Lebanon High School and a freshman
at South Western Oregon Community
College in Coos Bay. She is receiving
a $2,000 renewable scholarship
focusing on environmental studies
and science leading to a forestry
major.
She is recognized as a high achieving
scholar with six AP classes, along
with other advanced courses,
induction into the Honor Society and
an Honors Diploma. Aria also
seriously competes in track and cross
country.
Along with her scholastic and athletic
accomplishments, Aria cherishes her
ten-day bike trip from Astoria to the
California border during her 2018
summer with her cross-country coach
and nine other students. After a long
and rough first day of 40 miles,
rewarded with an ice cream cone, she
realized her confidence in completing
the 416-mile trip in 10 days. “This trip
shaped me into who I am and is truly
my most astounding endeavor.” !

(continued from p. 9)
Linn County Scholars

http://BandGLogging.com


Benton County Small Woodlands Association

4077 SW Research Way

Corvallis, OR 97333

NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE

PAID
ALBANY OR

PERMIT NO. 115

Woods Words

Zeke—Paul Bunyan’s bookkeeper; he
used a peavey handle for a pen holder.
Peavey—The famous woods tool, heavy-
handled, with a spike point and free-
swinging hook, used in rolling logs all over
North America. Said to have been
invented by J. H. Peavey of Bangor,
Maine. Spelled both Peavey and Peavy.
Yacolt Burn—The tremendous forest fire
in southwest Washington in 1902, roughly
between the Columbia and Lewis rivers; a
big fire is spoken of as another Yacolt.
Yard—a. A set of tracks at the end of the
railroad line b. The area within reach of a
donkey engine’s usual haul c. To haul logs
from the woods to the land; see yarding d.
To store loaded log cars in a yard before
making up a train to go out to the dump.
Yarded his last turn--Quit the woods for
good; or died.

--from Woods Words, by Walter F. McCulloch,
Dean of School of Forestry, Oregon State
College, 1955-1966.!
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