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Hello Chapter Members, 

It was good to connect with many of you at our annual 

meeting. I always enjoy the references to “The Snag” and am 

glad many of you are enjoying it as well. At the very least, it 

has been a conversation starter.  

There has been a change of leadership at the head office in 

Salem. Amy Jahnke has resigned and Jim James will be filling 

in as the interim director until a new Executive Director is 

hired. At the local level, our election results were unanimous 

and your current leadership will remain the same. 

Members have reached out to me regarding the red needles 

we are seeing in our forests. There is obvious tree stress across 

the Pacific Northwest and I spoke with several professional 

foresters asking for their input. The article that addresses this 

issue begins on page 3. 

If you have suggestions for articles or submissions, please 

contact us. We appreciate your feedback and input.  

Sincerely,  

Darcy Davis, Co-President 

Yamhill County Small Woodlands Association 
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Hello, Yamhill County Chapter Members, 

Fall is nearing, and we remain in direst fire prevention and 

firefighting mode. Keeping alert to dangers and potential 

starts in our area is critical, and we appreciate the watchful 

eye from each of you. It is a challenge to press on with our 

property management and goals when we are seeing the 

devastation happen to our neighbors. I just want to say a big 

thank you to our Foresters, Wildland Firefighters, Loggers, Food 

staff, Hygiene staff, Medical staff, and each person who is 

coming together to stamp out the fires in Pacific NW. I know 

many of us are sending prayers, good vibes, and positive 

thoughts to those working so hard. We are all grateful for your 

willingness, strength, and knowledge.   

For those members interested in learning more about wildland 

fires and fire prevention, here are two easy methods to start. 

1. Mark your calendar October 9, 2021 (See events) for the 

Firewise Home Tour.  

2. Fire Program on OSU Extension site at:   

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/fire-program   

The Forestry & Natural Resources Extension Fire Program assists 

in identifying landscapes in highest need of a strategic focus 

of resources to reduce wildfire and landscape health risks at a 

statewide scale. This program also assists with the 

implementation of projects on the ground in priority 

landscapes and provides education and outreach for all 

Oregonians. 

 

Nicole Wood 

Co-President - Yamhill County Chapter 
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The Four Horsemen of the  

Forest Apocalypse  

(Drought, Ice, Fire, and Pests)  
By Tom Nygren 

Over the past two years woodland owners 

have faced a series of negative events 

affecting the health of their woodlands. Ice and 

snow breakage, wind events, extensive 

wildland fires with various levels of severity, and 

an increased concern about how the 

weakened trees can survive relentless insect 

and disease attacks have all raised the anxiety 

level of woodland owners. A significant factor 

that must be considered going forward is how 

periods of drought in the recent past relate to 

total forest health  

“This is why so many foresters (including me) are 

being a little evasive when asked what the 

impacts of an event will be. We don’t really 

know. We don’t like what we see, but in 

addition we are worried about the hidden, 

underlying damage that will likely show up 

gradually over the next months or years,” says 

Brad Withrow-Robinson, former Yamhill County 

Extension agent.  

Woodland owners in Washington and Yamhill 

Counties and throughout the Pacific Northwest 

are noticing visual signs of problems in the 

forest.  Trees with “red flag” branches, trees with 

their most exposed sides showing red – or in 

some cases trees appearing to be in their death 

throes – are becoming a common sight. A 

Washington County woodland owner recently 

raised the concern that his Douglas-fir was “not 

happy.” He described tree stand edges with 

southern and western exposure showing 

damage to last year’s growth all the way up 

the tree, nearly to the crown. While he thinks 

the stand will probably outgrow the damage, 

he believes climate change has made the 

lower elevations a difficult place to grow 

Douglas-fir.  

This woodland owner is not alone – others up 

and down the Willamette Valley are alarmed 

by the damage they are seeing. Brad Withrow-

Robinson notes that a common symptom is 

foliage scorch/sunscald of 

Volunteer Opportunities: 

Your skill is needed!  Please volunteer! 

• Submit an interesting article, photo, po-

em, etc. for potential publication in the 

newsletter 

• Door Prize coordinator 

• Meeting Snacks coordinator 

• Legislature communication 

• Helping with events  

And more!  

Continued on page 4. 
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“Forest Apocalypse” Continued from Page Three: 

new growth, sometimes including first or second 

year needles, generally on southwest exposures 

and on the southwest side of the tree. This can 

be quite dramatic along roads and other 

exposed areas, with scorched needles visible 

from base to crown, particularly in Douglas-fir 

and grand fir, whose needles turn bright red. 

Western redcedar and western hemlock are 

also affected, although the symptoms may be 

less dramatic, since the color change is more 

muted. 

Scorching can occur when heat builds up to 

fatal levels in leaves and needles that are 

unable to cool themselves by evaporation. This 

is most likely to occur late in the day, and 

explains why the southwest facing areas are 

most affected. “What we don’t know is what the 

long-term significance of this heat wave will be. 

While we can see the scorching already, we 

cannot yet see all of the other damage that 

may have happened that would affect a tree’s 

long-term health, vigor, or survival.” 

Brad explains that trees and other plants 

depend on a water delivery system that lifts 

water from the roots to the leaves, cooling the 

stem and leaves and allowing photosynthesis to 

happen so plants can grow. Extreme heat and 

drought put this system under stress. When the 

weather is hot or dry enough, bubbles can form 

in the channels of that system, which stops the 

upward flow of water in those channels. We 

cannot see this happen, but it can lead to the 

scorched foliage we are seeing now. This 

damage (called cavitation) can also cause 

branches or tops to die, signs of drought that we 

have been seeing in the Valley in recent years.   

Back to our woodland owner: He consulted with 

Kevin Nelson, his local ODF Stewardship Forester, 

and got some practical advice: "I do believe 

that you are on the right track thinking about 

some alternate species for the south exposures. 

Right now, Valley pine seems to be the best bet 

for long term survival. The incense cedar is also a 

very hardy tree that does well. We are not to the 

point yet where we are completely questioning 

the long-term survivability of fir at low elevation, 

but strategic planting and replacement seems 

very prudent.  

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

The Oregon Forest Resources Institute is 

dedicated to advancing public under-

standing of forests, forest management and 

forest products, and encouraging sustaina-

ble forestry through landowner education. 

Photo Credits: 

Fig. 1.  Burning Slash Pile. Darcy Davis. 

Fig. 2.  Talking Wildfire Strategy. Brent O’Nion, July 2021. 

Fig. 3.  Photo provided by Steve and Mary Walker. 

Fig. 4.  Nicole Wood. Darcy Davis. 

Fig. 5.  Photo Titled “Ghosts and Memories.” Torrey Smith. 

             https://fineartsamerica.com/profiles/torrey-smith 

             https://www.facebook.com/imagesbytorrey/ 

Fig. 6.  Glacier Bay National Park. Mike Barnes. 

Continued on page 6. 
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Forest Bathing 
By Susan Watkins 

Shinrin-yoku is Japanese 

For what I do 

Each time I enter the forest. 

 

I dip my toes in green, 

Wetting my arms with dappled 

summer light, 

My soap scented with 

Spoors and molds and duff. 

 

I lather with the dark green of old 

needles, the 

Fluffy lime-green of the new, 

Scrubbing my limbs with the 

chittering of squirrels, the slithering 

of snakes, 

The thump, thump of deer running 

through the brush. 

 

I rinse with birdsong--the terrible 

cry of a hawk, 

A towee's banal meh, 

A jay's raucous scolding, 

The motorboat wings of a quail. 

 

And towel off with the coyote-like 

call 

Of migrating geese, 

The actual caterwauling 

Of a coyote pack on the hunt. 

 

An elk's eerie cry calls me home. 

The moon lights my path. 

As I step from the woods, I smile. 

 

I am clean. 

 
  Yamhill County  

Tree Farmer Of The Year 
By Dan Upton 

Steve and Mary Walker have been selected as Yamhill 

County 2021 Tree Farmers of the Year. 

Purchased in 2012, their Dupee Valley Timber LLC property 

has been on the receiving end of intensive forest 

management. 

Previous logging and forestry practices left a large portion 

of their 1,100 acres supporting a healthy crop of Scotch 

broom, Himalayan blackberry, and, where it can squeeze 

in, poison oak. 

Steve and Mary made the commitment early on to 

convert brush land and poorly-stocked areas to 

productive timberland.  This was the start of their ten-year 

reforestation program. Harsh growing sites and warm, 

early springs (and scorching summers) have been 

challenging for seedling establishment. But, with time and 

persistence, new trees are showing up on the hillsides. And 

plans are in place for additional clearing and planting. 

Joining with other interested owners whose land supports 

Oregon oak, the Walkers coordinated with NRCS to 

develop an Oak Management program to promote oak 

management as the best management practice for the 

chosen area. When the prescription required removal of 

undesirable species, the top candidate within the mature 

oak patch turned out to be Douglas-fir.  Over time, 

Douglas-fir will overtop oak and dominate the site. That 

was one area where picking out the culprit species was 

easy. 

Congratulations to Steve and Mary! 

Fig. 3 
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“Forest Apocalypse” Continued from Page Four: 

What I’ve been recommending is to be very careful 

with thinning on southern and western exposures, and 

planting a mix of fir and pine on the tough sites. Also 

retaining some hardwoods for shade relief seems to 

help instead of clearing them all during harvest. They 

won’t survive long term, but they give the seedlings a 

better chance in the beginning. We need to be more 

strategic now. So, carefully thin fir without going too 

thin, and use Valley pine to replace fir in areas where 

they are showing weakness. I’m thinking of the pine as 

a shelter wood break on the marginal sites to shield 

our primary fir stands from the worst of the sun and 

wind." 

OSU Forestry Extension is working with other scientists to 

investigate this phenomenon. If you have noticed 

heat scorch on your trees, please take the survey at 
https://tinyurl.com/heat-wave-foliage-scorch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Logging with Veterans 
By Isaiah Shaw 

The forestry sector has a shortage of quality and 

qualified applicants. The industry we work in is 

constantly changing, from wildfire to floods, to new 

legislation and regulations. We have to constantly 

adapt and overcome new obstacles daily. 

Since 1945, our company has believed strongly in 

employing vets as a means to adapt to the variety of 

change in the logging community. My grandfather 

and uncle, both having served this country, had 

grown an understanding that the veteran workforce 

was one to strive for. Ralph Shaw, my grandfather, was 

a combat engineer for the Marine Corps, and my 

uncles were infantry men for the Army. Given their 

experience in the service, they often sought out and 

employed veterans while instilling a value at Shaw 

Bro’s Logging to continue practicing  

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

•__________________________• 

Yamhill County Small Woodlands 

Association  

FIREWISE HOME TOUR  
Saturday, October 9th, 2021 1 - 4 PM  

 

You are invited to participate in three 

mini classes:  

• Firewise House Proofing  

• Pre-Commercial Thinning to NRCS 

Standards 

• Pile Building  

 

Dominique Mahe and Kris Babbs’ 

property is located at:  

6295 Gopher Valley Rd 

Sheridan, OR 97378  

Parking is limited, please carpool. 

Current Covid guidelines will be 

followed.  

•__________________________• 

______________________________________________________ 

Continued on page 11. 
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  Piles, Piles, and Piles  

By Ken Nygren  

What do you think of when you hear the word 

“piles” when talking about forests?  Do you 

think of the large stacks of harvest slash ready 

for burning in the fall and winter?  Do you 

think of the small mounds of animal waste 

that we puzzle over to identify the source, 

and that our canine friends like to roll in?  Or 

possibly you think of the piles we scatter 

around our forest to attract wildlife and clean 

up storm debris?  Regardless of the image you 

have a of a pile in the woods, the focus of this 

article is on intentional pile-making and pile 

engineering to achieve your desired 

objectives.     

A well-constructed pile designed for burning 

slash is ideally built more than 50-100 feet from 

live trees, buildings, or above-ground utilities 

to prevent melting or scorching from the heat 

generated by the fire.  Slash piles may be 

burned only during the wet season when fuel 

moisture levels are higher.  Though this rule 

helps prevent fire spreading, it does create a 

challenge getting those wet piles to ignite.  

This is where a pile specifically engineered to 

burn in wet weather enhances the 

opportunity to achieve ignition success.   

A slash pile engineered to burn is built in layers 

to use fine fuels for ignition and create an 

inner core of drier fuels that will then dry the 

outer fuels as the pile burns upward and 

outward.  The burn pile begins with a layer of 

small branches and small diameter treetops 

on the bottom.  A layer of larger diameter 

slash is then placed on top to hold the small 

limbs down, and a mixed layer of small and 

large diameter slash tops the pile off, creating 

a “rain cap” to catch and soak up rain before 

it can saturate the dry core. 

The layers should be built loosely to allow air 

flow within the stack.  When adding the 

layers, it is critical to include covered 

openings within the stack.  The second layer 

of larger slash should designed to incorporate 

overhangs that will create openings.  This 

design will allow access to the inner core of 

dryer fine fuels.  

YCSWA Volunteer of the Year  

Our Board is thrilled to nominate Nicole Wood 

as our YCSWA volunteer of the year. Nicole is 

currently our co-president. Leading with 

enthusiasm, she is constantly recruiting new 

people to join our chapter.  She also reaches 

out to current members asking them to serve 

on our Board or in other capacities. When we 

began having monthly Zoom meetings, she 

volunteered to host training sessions for our 

members. Leadership and drive define her.  

It was her idea to start a “Howdy” letter to stay 

connected with our members during the 

COVID shut down. She volunteers her own time 

and talents as well as recruiting others to serve 

beside her. When we transitioned to a 

quarterly newsletter called The Snag, she 

remained involved and does an excellent job 

soliciting articles, as well as writing her own. 

When we were asked to do a membership 

drive, she created our tri-fold mailer. Care and 

compassion define her.  

 
She was also nominated to head up the OSWA 

State Budget Committee. They met frequently 

and made significant progress on creating 

guidelines for every chapter in our State. For 

these reasons and others not mentioned, we 

are honored to present Nicole Wood as our 

Yamhill County 

Small Woodlands 

Chapter Volun-

teer of the Year.  

Hard work and 

service define 

her. 

Continued on page 11. 

Fig. 4 
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Woodcarver Touches Lives 

Across the State 
By: Jesse Leavitt, Nicole Wood, and Ronald Bond 

(for the Wallowa County Chieftain) 

Jesse Leavitt, although born and partially 

raised in Santa Monica, California, can trace 

his roots in Oregon back to when his great 

grandfather married President Hoover’s sister 

in 1898. As a young adult, Jesse returned to 

Oregon with his famiy and settled in Yamhill 

County. 

Jesse came to understand and love 

woodcarving as a child when his father 

allowed him to explore and use the 

woodworking tools in their home woodshop.  

Jesse would watch Rick Butz demonstrate a 

woodcarving project on PBS, then go out to 

his father’s woodshop and mimick what Rick 

had done.  Jesse found himself very capable 

of woodcarving and was inspired to 

continue creating. Although Jesse has also 

carved soap stone, he found that the lack of 

availability and high cost of the stone made 

it impractical to continue in that medium. He 

now works solely with wood. Though he will 

use any type of wood, his favorite woods to 

work with are redwood, cedar, and black 

walnut. He uses maple for uniquely shaped 

bowls.   

The most challenging sculpture he's tackled 

to date was creating a lifesized replica of the 

famous Iwo Jima flag raising, commissioned 

by the Brandon family.   

 
  Hunting at Zena 

By Sarah Deumling 

The Zena forest is 1300 acres of mixed conifer 

and hardwood forest along the crest of the 

Eola Hills south of Zena Road and north of 

Highway 22. It has been under Deumling family 

management since 1984; since the outset, 

hunting has been a part of our forest 

management. Most of our neighbors do not 

allow hunting. Too many deer is not good for 

the health of the forest or the health of the 

deer. Too few local places to hunt is not good 

for the health of the hunter. 

Over the years we have developed a system 

that seems to work well. The property is divided 

into four hunting units of several hundred acres 

each. Hunting is open to anyone who contacts 

our hunting manager and passes his review by 

agreeing to our basic rules. This includes 

disabled hunters and young people learning to 

hunt, for whom we have always tried to provide 

accommodations. 

Hunters are issued a permission slip, which must 

be carried with them when hunting. An 

individual or a party of hunters can sign up for a 

particular unit for a half day or a whole day 

during hunting seasons. The idea is that they 

then have the unit to themselves. Should they 

meet anyone else, they are to ask for the 

permission slip and then advise accordingly 

(private property/no hunting without 

permission, etc.) and report to us or the hunting 

manager. This almost never happens, but the 

hunters' eyes on the property is helpful to us. 

 Vehicles must be left at designated hunter 

parking areas with kiosks for signing in and out. 

When an animal is killed, a vehicle may be 

taken as close as a forest road goes to the site 

of the kill. Hunters report animals taken and the 

site of the kill to the hunting manager. 

Each year before the season starts we have a 

"Hunter Gathering" here at forest headquarters 

with split pea soup and sausages, biscuits, and 

whatever delicacies the hunters decide to 

bring. This is a time to sign up for the season, a 

time for us to give updates about activities or 

changes in the forest, and a good time for 

socializing and story-telling. 

 

Continued on page 9. 

Continued on page 11. 
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_________________________________________ 

“Strive mightily for high ideals. Keep your eyes 

on the stars, but remember to keep your feet 

on the ground.” 

Teddy Roosevelt 

 
  

“Woodcarver Touches Lives” Continued from Page Eight: 

He created the statue out of two Sitka spruce 

logs, one 6’ in diameter and the other 4’ in 

diameter.  The Brandon family estate has lent the 

statue to Wallowa, Oregon, where, this past 

Memorial Day weekend, 2021, the statue was 

featured in the town’s parade.   

Ronald Bond of the Wallowa County Chieftain 

reported:  "The wood carving, done in about 2008 

or 2009 by Jesse Leavitt, is a memorial to World 

War II veteran Howard 'Stubbs' Brandon. Brandon 

was not among the six individuals who raised the 

flag on Iwo Jima on Feb. 23, 1945 — forever 

immortalized in the iconic photo — but was 

among those who died fighting on Iwo Jima, 

being killed in action two weeks later on March 9.  

His sacrifice inspired his brother, P.E. 'Gunny' 

Brandon, who went on to have a decorated 

military career in the Marines and who fought in 

numerous conflicts." 

After creating this wood piece for the Brandon 

family, Jesse lost track of it, knowing only that it 

was traveling from place to place in honor of our 

veterans.  This statue has touched the hearts of 

many, and Jesse feels honored  to have carved 

this meaningful piece.   

Many of our readers from Yamhill County may 

unknowningly have seen Jesse’s work.  He was 

the featured artist for many years on Third Street in 

McMinnville, in the Eagle’s Nest Gallery run by Bill 

Frosty.  Jesse's talent allows for creating sculptures 

in a wide range of interests including wildlife, 

marinelife, vineyards, fantasy, and even the 

elusive sasquatch.  

In 2014 Jesse and Bill opened Eagle’s Nest Studio 

directly off Hwy 99W in Whiteson, Oregon, just 

north of Amity.  Unless Jesse has been 

commissioned to work directly on a client’s 

property, he is in the studio most mornings 

creating art that has been commissioned or is 

available for purchase. The studio is open to the 

public and all are welcome! 

_________________________________________ 

 

“Nothing is more beautiful than the loveliness of the 

woods before sunrise.” 

George Washington Carver  

Fig. 5. 
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North to Alaska 
By Mike Barnes 

I recently had the opportunity to take my 

three sons and two sons-in-law to Gustavus, 

Alaska, for five days of fun, fishing, and 

learning. Gustavus has no "downtown," no 

shopping center, no police, two short paved 

roads, and no way out or in except by plane 

or boat. The town sits on the edge of Glacier 

Bay National Park, which comprises 3.3 

million acres of mountains, forests, glaciers, 

and water. Two hundred fifty years ago 

Glacier Bay was all ice and no water. Today 

the ice is 100 miles inland and the water is 

thousands of feet deep. The glaciers are still 

there, with most receding but some growing.  

So why does this area hold interest to a 

forester like me? The forests that now 

surround the Bay are less than 200 years old. 

Those areas where the glaciers are receding 

are in the first stages of transition to a forest 

cover. In 1890, John Muir built a cabin on a 

point that was at the edge of the glacier 

(now known as Muir Point). Muir's cabin is 

long gone, and the point is now a spruce 

forest with the glacier 40 miles inland.  

We traveled up the bay to a smaller 

receding glacier, McBride Glacier. As we 

maneuvered the boat closer to the glacier 

(dodging some very large icebergs), Jim, our 

host for the week, pointed out black stumps 

in the small draws. The stumps, which were 

uncovered as the glacier receded, have 

been dated to 5,000 years ago, before the 

glacier was present. An entire spruce and 

hemlock forest covered the area, until the 

temperature slowly fell and the ice grew and 

covered the forest. The ice eventually 

traveled 100 miles to the mouth of the bay. 

Now a new forest has emerged, and even 

ground that was under the ice less than 10 

years ago has shrubs and grasses; trees will 

soon be present. We have seen this same 

process in the areas surrounding Mount St. 

Helens in our lifetimes.  

That is not all that has come back as the 

glacier recedes. Wildlife in abundance has 

returned, as have the native inhabitants, the  

 
  

Tinglets, who returned to these lands as the 

glacier receded and once again claim Glacier 

Bay as their homeland. 

While on the bay fishing for salmon and halibut, 

we saw a variety of bird species. One that my 

son Seth and I were very interested in was the 

Marbled Murrelet. We saw hundreds of them. I 

had never seen this bird up so close. They are 

small and take some time to make their small 

wings flap enough to get airborne. They nest in 

the relatively young stands along the shores on 

the bay. Seth wanted to encourage them to 

move south to Oregon where they have just 

been uplisted from threatened to endangered.  

Oh yes, we caught salmon and halibut. All six of 

us caught our daily limit of six salmon, as well as 

our one halibut, the largest being over 50 

pounds. Orcas traveled with us as our boat 

moved across the bay. Eagles were our 

constant companions and very good at 

catching fish. 

It was good to get away and see how natural 

processes change our lands and forests. We all 

want to go back and catch more fish, but to 

also see what Glacier Bay has and will teach us 

as change continues to occur.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

————————————————————— 

 

“When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find 

it hitched to everything else in the Universe.”  

John Muir,  My First Summer in the Sierra (1911)  

Fig. 6 
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“Hunting at Zena” Continued from Page Nine: 

Occasionally in very hot, dry years we have not 

allowed hunting until the first real rain falls due 

to fire danger. 

Our motivations to open the forest to hunting 

were twofold: first - to keep the deer population 

under control; and second - to help us share the 

forest with as many people as possible without 

making it a public park. We feel very fortunate 

to live on a lovely, forested property and 

recognize the fact that not everyone can. Our 

part is to share that privilege as widely as we 

can. It has worked very well for more than 30 

years and we look forward to continuing to do 

so. 

 

For more information contact: 

Sarah Deumling: 503 585-6380 

______________________________________________ 

“Logging With Veterans” Continued from Page Six: 

the same efforts wherever possible. As the 

current president of Shaw Bro’s Logging, I have 

taken on the task of seeking out skilled veterans 

and/or active reservists to place in the forest 

and wood products industry. 

The availability of well-trained male and female 

operators (e.g., engineers and sea bees) is in 

constant shortage. Mechanics and trucks 

drivers are unfortunately as well. Given that the 

military uses primarily John Deere and 

Caterpillar equipment, men and women within 

this military occupational specialty (MOS) have 

an incredible opportunity to gain confidence 

on these machines.  This in turn makes many 

vets capable of thriving in our equipment 

operation world. Among the benefits pre-

trained veterans bring to a logging operation 

are that they are pre-conditioned to be 

punctual, hold a “can-do” attitude, and are 

very task-oriented. They have a unique 

perspective that is incredibly effective in the 

workforce.  

 

If you or someone you know is in touch with a 

veteran who is actively seeking an opportunity, 

please invite them to contact Isaiah Shaw:  

503-858-0797       Shawbroslogging@gmail.com 

 

 

 
  

“Piles, Piles, and Piles” Continued from Page Seven: 

A variety of artificial ignition enhancers like 

“tarping” the pile, engineered fireplace logs, 

or leaf blowers are all proven aids to 

achieving ignition, but none of those 

methods will be as effective as a well-built 

pile.  Remember that slash pile burning is a 

regulated Forest Practice in Oregon and 

requires state notification before 

proceeding to burn.   

Piles that are not burned ALL become home 

to a variety of wildlife regardless of whether 

they are intentionally engineered (or 

placed) to attract certain species or simply 

made to create “plantable area” for tree 

planters to access mineral soils and 

decompose in place.  Leaving too much 

slash when trying to replant can create the 

right conditions for too much wildlife, which 

can impede planting success.  

Constructing a wildlife pile is entirely 

different from building a burn pile.  The 

generic, engineered wildlife pile is designed 

as a loose mound with open space to 

facilitate animal movement within the pile 

and burrowing under it.  The construction 

design uses six-to-ten-inch diameter logs to 

build up a four- to six-foot-deep base.  The 

base uses the larger diameter logs to create 

four-foot-wide layers of parallel logs stacked 

on top of each other up to the desire height.  

Each layer of parallel logs is oriented ninety 

degrees to the layer below to create space 

within the pile.  Once the base of layers is at 

the desired height, smaller slash is used to 

form a two- or three-foot cap on top.  A 

heavy layer of fine material forms the “rain 

cap” and keeps the pile dryer on the 

interior. 

With these pile-building techniques in mind, 

you can now use a pile to further your 

ownership goals.  I am sure that many of you 

can really get creative, and your piles can 

become one more enjoyable way to use 

your kids and grandkids to clean up the 

inevitable slash accumulations in your 

woods.  Maybe, we ought to have 

a pile picture contest?  Fig. 4 
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Upcoming Meetings & Activities 
Yamhill County Small Woodlands Association (oswa.org/blog/yamhill/) In-Person Meetings               Social 6:30/Start 7:00 PM 

 
 

Oregon Department of Forestry Meetings (oregon.gov/ODF/Board/Pages/BOFMeetings.aspx) 

 
 

Oregon Small Woodlands Association/Oregon Tree Farm System (oswa.org & otfs.org) 

 

Day Date Time Topic – Presenter Location 

WED 9/22/21 6:30 PM Endangered Species – Seth Barnes OSU Extension Office 
2050 Lafayette Ave 
McMinnville, OR 

SAT 10/9/21  1 PM – 4 PM Firewise Home Tour - Kris Babbs & Ken Nygren 
 

6295 Gopher Valley Rd 
Sheridan, OR 

WED 10/27/21 6:30 PM Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) - Sergio Villasenor and 
Sarah Bartholomew 

OSU Extension Office 

WED 11/17/21 6:30 PM Cedar Die Off Research – Dr. Christine Buhl, ODF Forest Entomologist OSU Extension Office 

Day Date Time Activity Link 

WED 9/8/21 8 AM – 3 PM Oregon Board of Forestry Virtual Meeting   

WED 10/6/21 8 AM – 3 PM Oregon Board of Forestry Virtual Meeting   

Day Date Time Tours Location 

SAT 9/18/21  AM & PM  Benton Co. Crestmont Farm – Tree Farmer of the Year Tour  Corvallis, OR 

SAT 9/18/21 Postponed Douglas Co. Tree Farmer of the Year Tour  Melrose, OR 

SAT 9/25/21 10:00 AM Marion-Polk tour of the Dallas City Park Arboretum Dallas, OR 

SAT 10/9/21 9:30 AM Marion-Polk tour of Jerry & Karen Lackner’s forest property  
which burned in 2020 

23047 Wagner Ln 
Lyons, OR 97358 


