
ROB GUTTRIDGE

CCFFA
will have

its annual
member
meeting out-
doors on the
last Saturday
in June this
year, follow-
ing a wood-
land tour,
rather than at our usual indoor ban-
quet and meeting in April. Watch
your mailboxes for an announcement
with more details! Attendance may
be limited by the circumstances, but I
expect it will still be higher than our
“virtual” meeting last fall. We may
not be able to get back to “normal-
cy” yet, but we can try to adapt to
changing conditions, and create a
new path forward as best we can.
Because we missed having a summer
picnic last year at 2019 WFOY
Linda and Michael Buser’s place, it
will be the site of our 2021 annual
meeting at the end of June. We will
have our 2021 summer picnic at 2020
WFOY David and Marianne Bugni’s
forest, at an August date not yet
determined. By October, we may be
back to a regular schedule!

As I write this piece in mid-May
of 2021, the Oregon Legislature is
still in session, and it would be fool-
ish of me to forecast any outcomes
of this session, let alone approve or

disparage them. Some significant
changes of interest to woodland
owners have occurred, however, that
are not legislative. Amy Jahnke is the
new Executive Director of Oregon
Small Woodlands Association; Jim
James should have a long and happy
retirement, well-earned! Jeremy Felty
has moved on from OSWA, with a
promising career ahead of him.
OFRI Director of Forestry Mike
Cloughesy is retiring this summer,
and Dr. Tamara Cushing is leaving
OSU to continue her teaching career
in her home state. Peter Daugherty
resigned as head of the Oregon
Department of Forestry on May 7.
Best wishes to his successor, whoever
they may be, and to the ODF itself,
going forward. I hope there are bet-
ter times ahead, for all of us.

My friend John Foster gave this
newsletter its name during his long
time as its editor. I want to recognize
him for that, and for his many years
of service to CCFFA, while he is still
around to be modest about his
admirable accomplishments. He may
have stopped writing regular market
reports, but he surely would have
some useful perspective about
What’s Hot & What’s Not in these
crazy times, if you were to ask him. 

Jim Schreiber is also gracefully
bowing out as he retires from his
board position this year, leaving
some immense shoes to fill. I am
among the many folks that became

CCFFA members because of Jim
Schreiber’s tireless efforts, and
because he was so clearly having a
good time being a small woodland
owner and sharing his knowledge
and enthusiasm with us. I hope that
he will keep writing occasional pieces
for the Forest-Tree Leader, meeting
new CCFFA members, and generally
enjoying life.  ■

FOREST-TREE
LEADER

VOLUME 33 • NUMBER 2 Quarterly Newsletter SUMMER 2021

Clackamas County
Farm Forestry Association, Inc.
A N  O R E G O N  S M A L L  W O O D L A N D S  A S S O C I A T I O N  C H A P T E R

President, Rob Guttridge
503.656.3912

Vice President, Ryan Poteet
503.632.6912

Secretary-Treasurer, Kent Hempel
503.829.4767

Past President, Gary Bush
503.632.3567

Board Member, Rod Pike
503.829.4229

Board Member, Matt Twist
503.810.9431 

Board Member, Kevin Kaster
503.829.4167 

Board Member, Jim Schreiber
503.632.3978 

Board Member, Sena Chase
503.730.5199 

Board Member, David Bugni
503.502.7213

Board Member, Charles Vannice
503.651.2545 

Board Member, two positions vacant
Could this be you?

2021 Officers & Board Members

President’s Corner—Adaptations, Transitions, and Appreciations



GLENN AHRENS, OSU Extension Forester,
Clackamas, Marion, Hood River Co.

Back to In-person Forestry Programs? 
Remote education (via online pro-

grams, email, and phone) continues to
be the main mode for Extension pro-
grams during the pandemic. But with
increasing vaccination rates and sum-
mer around the corner, my hopes are
high for planning more in-person
events in the near future. Plans for
summer field workshops and forest
tours are in the works. These include
CCFFA summer meetings and field
tours at Woodland Farmer of the
Year properties, field workshops at
Hopkins Demonstration Forest, and
other sites. Also, we are long overdue
for a Master Woodland Manager
training session. I am optimistic about
holding that training this year.

Reforestation Challenges and
Assistance

The need for tree seedlings and
assistance with reforestation is higher
than ever due to the 2020 wildfires
along with extensive damage from the
ice storm in February 2021. Extension
is working with Oregon Department
of Forestry (ODF), OSWA, and other
partners to find solutions to the
seedling supply problem. 

Once we allow a little time for the
nurseries to catch up, there is ade-
quate nursery capacity to grow
enough seedlings. The key issue is that
commercial nurseries cannot afford to
grow many seedlings on speculation
and contract orders need to be rela-
tively high volume with one or two
years in advance. To help more family
forest owners, we need a system for
aggregating smaller orders into larger
orders—with some money up front.
Local OSWA chapters have been
doing this for years, on a smaller scale
(100,000 or less). If we can set up a
system for this at a larger scale
(500,000 or more), we should have no
problem getting forest seedling nurs-
eries to invest in growing the trees we
need for family forest owners. 

A key step we are working on is
reaching out to those in need and get-
ting them in the pool for bulk seedling
orders. With thousands of family for-
est owners affected by wildfires or ice

storm damage, many people need help
in assessing damages, ordering
seedlings, and recommendations on a
plan for successful reforestation. We
need extra help from experienced
woodland owners, Master Woodland
Managers, and professional foresters.
In many cases, there is no profitable
salvage to cover costs for professional
assistance, site preparation and
replanting. Disaster assistance from
all sources is welcome. It is going to
take a few years to deal with all of
this. 

I must recognize the outstanding
efforts of Ryan Gordon, Family
Forestland Coordinator with ODF.
After he got back from wildfire duty
last fall, we agreed that we had to
team up on the seedling supply prob-
lem. Ryan took the lead in coordinat-
ing our response to the crisis and he
has done a great job. There is a lot of
interest in tree planting at the global
scale, with many non-profit and gov-
ernment agencies looking to help
plant more trees. With Ryan’s leader-
ship, we are working to bring some of
these global good intentions down to
the ground to address our specific
needs here in Oregon. I am expecting
that we will soon see significant
investment in new capacity to grow
the seedlings and help more landown-
ers with their reforestation needs.

Seedling mortality—Unfortunately,
for those who were able to get tree
seedlings this year, 2021 is already
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shaping up to be a bad year for
seedling survival. Many people had to
scramble to finish salvage harvests,
find trees, prepare the site, and get
trees planted. And then came the
extraordinary, warm, dry, and windy
weather in April. I am already getting
widespread reports of seedling mortal-
ity across a wide range of situations in
Clackamas and Marion counties.
Western redcedar and hemlock are
particularly vulnerable and losses will
be high. In the case of Douglas-fir
there is still hope even after they lose
many of their needles, as long as the
buds are alive and there is new
growth. But much depends on the
summer weather to come. 

Master Woodland Manager Training 
The Master

Woodland Man-
ager (MWM)
program will help
you gain impor-
tant skills for
tending your for-
est and provide
you with oppor-
tunities to share your passion for
stewardship with others, while learn-
ing from topic experts from across the
state. After canceling the Clackamas/
Marion MWM Training in 2020 due
to Covid, we are hoping to offer the
program later this year at Hopkins
Demonstration Forest and other loca-
tions. Dates are planned for August-
November 2021, assuming that condi-
tions continue to improve with the
coronavirus health threat. 

As this is an advanced program,
prior woodland management experi-
ence and/or education (e.g. participa-
tion in the Basic Woodland Manage-
ment course, other introductory forest
management courses or Tree School) is
recommended. The MWM training is
offered by OSU Forestry and Natural
Resources Extension, in collaboration
with local partners and with support
from Oregon Forest Resources Insti-

tute (OFRI). This support allows us to
offer the training at a low cost to par-
ticipants ($100). In return, graduates
commit to give an equivalent number
of class hours (approximately 60) in
volunteer service.

ABOUT MWM TRAINING—
Classes are held from 9am-4pm once
every two weeks, (may be adjusted for
some classes). The sessions emphasize
field training at sites with a variety of
forest types and management strate-
gies. Registration is by application
only, seats are limited.

MWM Sessions:
1 Introduction, Your Landscape & 

Your Setting

2 Upland Forest Ecology &
Management

3 Watershed Streams & Fish,
Riparian Forest Ecology &
Management 

4 Forest Health & Fire
5 Logging, Marketing & Roads
6 Reforestation & Vegetation

Management
7 Business Management, Succession 

Planning
8 Volunteering, Graduation

If you (or someone you know) are
interested in becoming a Master
Woodland Manager, please contact
me at: glenn.ahrens@oregonstate.edu
or 503-655-8631.  ■
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AMANDA BRENNER, OSU Extension
Forestry Program Assistant & Tree School
Coordinator, Clackamas Co. 

This spring, Governor Kate Brown
officially declared May as Wildfire

Awareness Month in Oregon. While so
many of us have fire on our minds
throughout the year, last month many
Oregonians had the opportunity to
take special care and participate in edu-

cation programs, community work
days, personal preparedness projects,
and more in an effort to recognize
Wildfire Awareness Month and to take
steps toward wildfire awareness and
preparedness. 

While we saw an uptick in escaped
debris burns this spring, wildland fire
numbers have remained low so far (as
of mid-May). It is important to remem-
ber that wildfire can happen anywhere
at any time, and with the current
drought situation, it is not unreason-
able to expect a similar fire season as
we saw last year. According to the
USDA Northwest Climate Hub and
the Natural Resources Conservation
Service, Oregon recorded the second-
driest March and April since 1895, and
the NOAA Climate Prediction Center
is showing signs that drought condi-
tions are likely to worsen this summer.
For information about drought where

you live, visit https://www.drought.gov/.
You can also review the May drought
status update for the Pacific Northwest
at https://www.drought.gov/drought-
status-updates/drought-status-update-
pacific-northwest.

While we cannot control climate or
the weather, we can control how we
prepare. We have the ability to limit the
impacts on our forests, our lives, the
lives of our responders, and the impact
that wildfire has on our communities.
The OSU Extension Fire Program has
been working with Extension Foresters
throughout the state to provide critical
information to you through our “Fire
aware. Fire prepared.” program. The
program began in March and will con-
tinue through September. A series of
local meetings specific to each county
are also happening around the state.
The Clackamas County and Marion
County meetings are currently being
planned, and we will have details and
registration available in the coming
weeks. Register for upcoming sessions
and view past sessions at
https://www.beav.es/FAFP. Contact me
at Amanda.brenner@oregonstate.edu if
you have questions. Contact Glenn
Ahrens if you need assistance with
wildfire forest recovery or other forest
health needs. You may also call our
office at (503) 655-8631.  ■
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BONNY GLENDENNING AND
LEIF HANSEN, Port Blakely

When I was a kid, I was
in constant competi-

tion with my five siblings for
the best seat on the couch.
We had a huge white couch,
with a splashy green and
gold floral pattern, and the
coveted seat was directly in
front of the television. On
the rare occasion that I actu-
ally managed to secure that
spot, I didn’t dare leave it
without invoking “place-
backs”. Without place-
backs, some sneaky younger sibling
would slide right into my prime seat,
and I was instantly displaced—out of
luck for the rest of the night. 

While we wish we could invoke
place-backs for all of the native trees
and plants that were damaged or
destroyed in the Labor Day fires, we
know Mother Nature has no such
agreement. The harsh reality is that
the seed that arrives in the bare,
charred soil first usually wins. 

Land managers like Port Blakely
understand this principle of post-fire
landscapes and know that in some
cases it is crucial to establish desired
plant communities to help accelerate
and supplement natural recovery. So
when biologists from the Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife
(ODFW) approached us about ways
to help the landscape recover after the
fires, we were eager to do what we
could. With guidance from partners at
ODFW, Port Blakely developed a plan
to aerially seed specific areas of par-
ticular concern.

The Labor Day Fires had a signifi-
cant impact on Port Blakely lands. Of
the roughly 30,000 acres the company
owns in Clackamas County, nearly
9,000 were impacted by wildfire.
Within that 9,000 acres, about 700

acres of riparian
area burned. Fortu-
nately, forests are
resilient, and we
are starting to see a

few signs of recovery, but we still have
389 riparian acres of special concern.
The fires that burned through these
areas were either hotter, or lingered
longer, resulting in moderate to high-
intensity burns. Where intense burns
combine with steep slopes, increased
soil movement and erosion can cause
higher levels of sediment to enter our
streams and waterways.

In a healthy riparian ecosystem, as
rain falls from the sky, leaves and nee-
dles intercept that rainwater and slow
it down. Once water makes it to the
ground, gravity’s constant pull moves
sediment downslope toward the
stream. But, trees, plants and grasses
can function as a filter, blocking the
path to the water. Roots make their
own contribution, holding soil in place
and reducing erosion. And all of the
riparian trees and plants provide cover,

food, and habitat for wildlife and fish.
Finally, this vegetation furnishes
shade, a little like your patio umbrella,
casting shadows on the water to help
keep temperatures down. 

So, one early Tuesday morning in
April collaborators and project fun-
ders from the Oregon Department of
Fish & Wildlife, the Pioneer Chapter
of the Oregon Hunters Association,
and Port Blakely watched from a
landing overlooking Clear Creek,
south of Estacada, in the Clackamas
watershed. A helicopter hovered in
the near distance, as its hopper was
filled with a mix of quick-establishing
native grasses for soil stability and
ungulate forage, native forbs and
shrubs selected to benefit forestland
pollinators, native conifer tree seeds,
and fast-growing native hardwood
seeds. The goal was to quickly estab-
lish a new generation of riparian vege-
tation that will provide forage, habi-
tat, shade, and eventually large
instream wood to riparian species,
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Aerial seeding refill truck. Inset image shows a grid for sampling seed coverage.
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LISA KILDERS, Clackamas Soil and Water
Conservation District

As the leaves emerge and the hill-
sides turn green, the destruction

of the fall wildfires begins to be
erased. However, now is not time to
let your guard down. This is the time
that invasive weeds try to get a
foothold in burned areas.  

Post-fire invasion of these unwant-
ed plants can be ecologically and eco-
nomically impactful to the restoration
of your land. Invasive weeds are
opportunistic and will aggressively
compete with the plants native to our
area. When wildfires destroy the
standing vegetation in a forest the
underground roots and seed bank of
invasive weeds will quickly emerge.
The lack of shade and flush of nutri-
ents created by the fire allow the
weeds to thrive.  

It is important to stop new out-
breaks before they can become well

established. Invasive weeds grow expo-
nentially with time, and if left
unchecked, they can become much
more difficult and costly to manage.
However, by detecting new outbreaks
early and acting quickly to control
them, you can avoid many of the nega-
tive impacts caused by invasive species. 

Here are a few steps you can take to
get a jump on controlling invasive
weeds in your forest property.

Take a walk—Survey what is com-
ing up on your land. Identify the new
plants. If you need assistance in plant
identification the iNaturalist app
(https://www.inaturalist.org/) works
well. 

Reduce the spread—You can help
control invasive weeds in our area by
making one simple commitment—
Clean your boots before and after you
walk in the forest! Remove seeds from
your socks and boots (check laces and

CCFFA Web Site: www.oswa.org/blog/clackamas
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Weed Control After Wildfires

while giving the ecosystem a
boost with soil stabilization. At
the same time, we hope that
accelerating the natural recovery
of native plants and trees will
reduce the likelihood that inva-
sive species will establish in those
prime waterfront spots.

When the aerial seeding over
Clear Creek and its tributaries
damaged by the Riverside Fire
was complete, the helicopter dart-
ed south to Port Blakely’s lands in
the Family Camp area outside
Molalla. The Beachie Creek fires
roared through much of the
upper Molalla River watershed
including Gawley Creek, and
parts of these drainages were also
identified as sites where recovery
could be aided by our aerial seed
application. In all, nearly 6,000
pounds of seed were dropped on
riparian areas along 24 river miles
in the Clackamas and Molalla
River Basins. 

We are so grateful to have
worked with the many conserva-
tion partners who helped develop
and implement this plan, espe-
cially the Pioneer Chapter of the
Oregon Hunters Association and
ODFW for providing funding to
assist in purchasing native seeds
for the project. 

I drove out to the drop sites
this week. Tiny sprouts can be
seen emerging in the riparian
areas… native trees and plants
that will bear fruit for years,
decades, and even generations to
come. And that suits our family-
owned company just fine, as the
4th and 5th generation owners
steward the land that will some-
day be the responsibility of their
children.  ■

The Seed That Arrives, continued
from page 5  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

https://www.inaturalist.org/


boot tread) and check for seeds on
your children or pets who walk with
you. Do not forget to clean the under-
carriage and tires of your vehicle. This
is how seeds can be deposited miles
away from the source!

Don’t delay—Keep weeds from
going to seed. Use a variety of control
measures when possible. If chemical
control measures are needed, avoid
contaminating waterways and try to
use less toxic products that protect
fish and wildlife. ALWAYS read and
follow the label to protect yourself
and get the best results from your
chemical application.

Know when to seek help—Some
weeds may require particular methods
or techniques for control to be success-
ful. Contact the Clackamas Soil and
Water Conservation District Weed-
Wise program for additional informa-
tion about a particular weed or man-
agement practice. (503-210-6000 or
weeds@conservationdistrict.org )

Be patient and diligent—Under-
stand that controlling and preventing
the reinfestation of weeds is a long-
term process. However, the earlier you
find and control the invasive weeds in
your burn area, the more diverse and
healthier your forest will return.    

Below are a few invasive weeds to keep
an eye out for this spring.  
Himalayan blackberry

For information on control of
Himalayan blackberry visit:
https://weedwise.conservationdistrict.o
rg/management/himalayan-blackberry

Scotch broom
For information on control of

Scotch broom visit:
https://weedwise.conservationdistrict.o
rg/management/scotch-broom

Canada thistle
For information on control of

Canada thistle visit:
https://weedwise.conservationdistrict-
.org/management/canada-thistle

Shining geranium
For information on control of shin-

ing geranium visit:
https://columbiagorgecwma.files.word
press.com/2018/06/shinygeranium.pdf

Herb Robert
For information on control of

Herb Robert visit:
https://s3.wp.wsu.edu/uploads/sites/20
54/2020/02/SJC-HerbRobert-Control-
2020.pdf ■

CCFFA Web Site: www.oswa.org/blog/clackamas
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JIM SCHREIBER, CCFFA Board Member

In “Got Water” part one, Spring
edition of Forest-Tree Leader, we

provided an overview of how informa-
tion provided by various agencies,
OSU Extension Foresters, Clackamas
County Soil & Water, and Oregon
Department of Forestry were incorpo-
rated into our woodland management
plan and put to practical use on our
properties. One of those agencies was
a watershed council; in our case, the
Clackamas River Basin Council
(CRBC). 

During our ten-year involvement
with the CRBC, we have learned that
many woodland owners are not famil-
iar with the workings of the river
basin councils, nor are they aware of
the assistance that they offer. With
this in mind, we set out to help rectify
that lack of awareness.

If you did not attend the Clacka-
mas County Farm Forestry Assoc.
annual meeting a couple of years ago,
you missed an opportunity to hear
Cheryl McGinnis, Executive Director
of the Clackamas River Basin Coun-
cil, our guest speaker, provide an

overview of the river basin council’s
activities. In the process of asking her
to be our speaker, I took the opportu-
nity to sit down with Cheryl and dis-
cuss the overall workings of basin
councils. That interview could take up
the an entire Forest-Tree Leader edi-
tion, so I’ll just hit the high points

that most likely impact other wood-
land owners.
FTL: What are river basin councils and
from where are they derived?
CRBC: The river basin councils are
established in ORS (Oregon Revised
Statutes) 541-890-969 and receive sup-
port and assistance from the Oregon
Watershed Enhancement Board
(OWEB). Councils are designated as a
watershed council by the county com-
mission, county board, or county
court.
FTL: Where does the funding come
from to staff your team and perform
the support services that you provide?
CRBC: The Clackamas River Basin
Council is primarily supported
through funding from Federal, State
and County grants, and local service
districts, such as Soil & Water Conser-
vation Districts. Local Water Districts
also provide grants that are used to
meet their individual needs. OWEB,
with federal Pacific Coast Salmon
Recovery funds and Oregon Lottery
funds, is a large grant source. The
Shade Our Streams Program derives
funding from Portland General Elec-
tric Company Councils do not have
taxing authority and the only tax dol-
lars come indirectly through the agen-
cies mentioned. Individual donations
and grants from other sources are also
part of the income mix.
FTL: How many people are involved in
the CRBC operation?
CRBC: We have a staff of 6 plus a
group of volunteers. We also have an
advisory board, which is made up of

CCFFA Web Site: www.oswa.org/blog/clackamas

Got Water?

TRUSTWORTHY, QUALITY LOGGING
Specializing in Small Woodland Properties

RS Wood Products
Randy Stone  •  971-285-0458  •  lane@molalla.net  •  Mulino

— AOL Certified —

Improving water quality and stream
flow.

Two-foot sidewalk pieces inbedded in
seasonal stream crossing.
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volunteer leaders from 21 stakeholder
interest groups, which oversee the
operation of the council. 
FTL: What are some of the main goals
and tasks which the council is charged
with accomplishing?
CRBC: The list is long but doable.
The watershed needs present chal-
lenges for us to keep in our sights. In
partnership with other agencies and
landowners, with the help of grants,
we can meet the goals set forth. 
Problems that we are more focused on,
and which most likely are more impor-
tant to woodland owners, would be:

• Water quality—Improving and
maintaining water quality and tem-
perature. Enhancing the stream flow
and controlling run-off of chemicals
and fertilizers is a priority. 

• Improving Fish Habitat—One of
the major charges for the council is
the improvement and protection of
fish habitat; primarily for migratory
and endangered salmon and steel-
head. Such work as placing logs,
including their root-wads, in streams
to improve spawning habitat and shel-
ter for the fish is an example of
restoration work implemented. It is a
science to know where to place or

remove such enhancements. Some of
your CCFFA members have been
involved with this process, for example
along the Clear Creek system.

• Riparian enhancement—To con-
trol erosion requires controlling runoff
and damage caused by livestock and
vehicles traversing streambeds with-
out proper passageways. In conjunc-
tion with landowners, we can remove
stream impediments that cause ero-
sion during high water runoff periods,
install natural material barriers to
prevent erosion from livestock or
intersecting streams. 

• Removal & replacement of invasive
species—We can also assist in the
clearing of invasive weeds from the
riparian areas and replace with native
species of trees and shrubs, acclimated
to our area; where appropriate, planti-
ngs come complete with rigid mesh
tubes and stakes. Such plantings will
help prevent erosion problems. Native
trees and shrubs also provide shade

thus improving water temperature as
well as providing wildlife habitat.
Methods for removal include cutting,
mowing and controlled herbicide use.
We monitor the site for any invasive
re-growth each year and provide the
appropriate re-treat as necessary for
successful native plant establishment.
Invasive species such as Himalayan
blackberry, English ivy, Japanese
Knotweed and Scotch broom are no
match for our “Shade Our Stream”
teams. 

• Public Education—This part of
our program is a high priority. Public
educational programs are ongoing.
We enjoy talking to groups about our
programs and showing the results of
our work. Educational activities also
bring kids and adults together in
hands-on activities that have positive
ecological benefit; all the while learn-
ing how each individual can make a
difference. If you have a youth group,

120 acres of timberland
located in Clackamas County
approximately 2.5 miles out of Scotts Mills, Oregon

on S. Maple Grove Road.
Legal Description: T6S R01E, SW 1⁄4 section 13

Recent timber cruise describes over
a million board feet of harvestable timber.  

Price: $790,000

Call: Steve Beyer 971-219-6842
Email: stevebeyer21@gmail.com

FOR SALE:

Culverts

. . . . . . . . . . . . .continued on next page



an adult organization, or a company
employee team looking to get
involved in community volunteer
work, contact one of the river basin
councils.
FTL: We know that your council has
been very active in our area and can see
some of the projects that have been
completed, or are currently underway.
What sort of progress have you seen?
CRBC: One major goal is the riparian
enhancement of 30 miles within the
Clackamas River watershed. We now
have completed over 15 miles of ripar-
ian work in the past 3 years; this puts
us just ahead of target. In 2015, over
112,000 plants were installed along
stream-banks throughout the water-
shed identified to have a high need for
riparian shade canopy.
FTL: How many river basin councils
have been established in Clackamas
County and is the service & assistance
level about the same? 
CRBC: There are currently ten indi-

vidual river basin councils providing
some level of service and assistance to
landowners in Clackamas County. In
some instances, a river basin council’s
involvement may be smaller in scope,
as they grow and develop, thus the
funding requirements are less, and
operations are conducted entirely with
volunteers. A list of active river basin
councils and their contact person is
available (Editor’s note: a complete
list with contact information is located
in this edition).

We could delve further into the
operations and assistance offered by
the river basin councils in Clackamas
County, but we believe that you will
get the point. 

FYI: A study by the University of
Oregon found that stream restoration
results in ecological and economic
benefits. Restoration work creates
jobs in local communities—typically
15-20 jobs for every $1,000,000 spent
on restoration work. Researchers also

found that for every dollar spent on
restoration work, an additional $2.10-
$2.14 of spending is generated within
the county as dollars re-spent locally.

We want to thank Cheryl McGin-
nis for taking the time to sit down
with Forest-Tree Leader and answer
our questions about water related
issues. 

Got water? If so, you should be in
touch with your river basin council
and the other agencies listed at begin-
ning of this article. ■
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Clackamas County Parks and Forest is pleased to support the
Clackamas County Farm Forestry Association. As a forest land
steward, we are proud that our sustainable forest management
program helps to ensure that our timberlands are grown and
harvested in a manner that is environmentally sensitive, provides
community benefit and is economically viable. The revenue
generated from the sale of timber on County-owned forest lands
directly supports the County Parks program.

The County Forest Program is currently looking for timberland of
any age to enhance its portfolio and long term management
strategy. Please contact the Clackamas County Forester if you
have or know someone interested in selling or donating their
timberlands to
Clackamas County
Parks and Forest
program.

For more info contact
Andrew Dobmeier,
County Forester,
adobmeier@clackamas.us
phone 503-742-4425.

Spring areas



KEN EVERETT, Forests Forever
Executive Director

Forests Forever, Inc., has
received a grant of $53,405

to help improve the trail system
at the Hopkins Demonstration
Forest. The Oregon Tourism
Commission, dba Travel Ore-
gon has awarded over $2.4 mil-
lion dollars through its Com-
petitive & Recovery Grant Pro-
gram to support economic
recovery by investing in pro-
jects that enhance and expand
the visitor experience and pre-
pare communities and visitors
for COVID-19 safe travel. For
this grant cycle, Travel Oregon
received more than 400 applica-
tions with a request greater
than $18 million.

“These projects directly sup-
port Oregon’s tourism econo-
my, from iconic Oregon attractions
like the Oregon Shakespeare Festi-
val, to outdoor trail development,
to retrofitting outdoor events to
meet public health standards,” said
Todd Davidson, CEO of Travel
Oregon. “Many of these entities
have been closed or were unable to
hold their event in the last year
because of Covid. Our goal is to
support these businesses, events
and attractions as they operate

safely, restore vibrancy, and cre-
ate economic stability in com-
munities across the state.”

The grant will help to recon-
struct a portion of the trail sys-
tem, replace the treated decking
on the bridges, and resurface a
large portion of the trail system
with gravel. “We are extremely
excited and appreciative to
receive the grant from Travel
Oregon which will enable us to
upgrade the quality of our trail
system after the damage from
the ice storm this year so that
visitors can enjoy their time in
the forest,” said Ken Everett,
Executive Director of Forests
Forever. Work on the trail sys-
tem is planned to take place this
summer and be completed by
October. ■
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Travel Oregon Awards Grant to Hopkins Demonstration Forest

CCFFA Web Site: www.oswa.org/blog/clackamas

Become a Friend of Hopkins TODAY!
...and help others learn about trees and forests

Thank you! Please mail your check to:
Forests Forever, Inc., PO Box 1320, Oregon City, OR 97045

or you can donate online via PayPal
demonstrationforest.org

Forests Forever, Incorporated is a tax-exempt charitable organization
under Section 501(c) (3) of the U.S. Internal Revenue

Help support the outreach program at the Hop-
kins Demonstration Forest by becoming a
Friend of Hopkins! Memberships begin at $25.

If we all just give a little, we all can have a huge
impact for the community.  All Friends donations go
directly to support our public outreach activities for
youth, forest owners, professional land managers,
and elected officials.

Contribution levels:

Friend $25         Supporter $50         Contributor $100

Steward $250         Sponsor $500         Other $

Newsletters

Logo design

Business cards, 
letterhead, 
envelopes

Brochures

Forms

MINTEN
G R A P H I C S

Kim Minten, Graphic Designer

mintengraphics@
gmail.com

503-769-9683



AMANDA BRENNER, OSU Extension
Forestry Program Assistant & Tree School
Coordinator, Clackamas Co. 

As we continue to move through
recovery after both last year’s

Labor Day fires and the ice storms in
February, new forest health concerns
become apparent. You have probably
heard Oregon Department of Forestry

(ODF) Forest Entomologist Christine
Buhl on the radio talking about threats
our forests are facing from bark bee-
tles. It is a timely topic, and Christine
offered me some great information and
resources to share with you. 

Though bark beetles are native to
Oregon forests, drought, fire, and
storm damage has increased our tree’s

vulnerability to them. This is a big
topic that covers ecosystems through-
out the state in different ways, so for
now, I would like to offer you some
bark beetle information that are more
specific to our Douglas-fir forests. For
further reading and more specific
details on other forest insects please see
linked resources below. I will also
include resources to help guide you on
next steps, and sources for financial
assistance. 
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Bark Beetles in Douglas-fir Post Fire and Ice

Mounds of frass around exit holes show
that beetles are gone and will not return to
that tree.

Gallery under the bark indicates successful
infestation and brooding.

FORESTLAND FOR SALE in OREGON

Mark.Willhite@juno.com
503-695-6419

Licensed Broker in Oregon and Washington. Professional Forester.

120 Acres • 15 minutes from Estacada
3 age classes of Douglas-fir plantations

$565,000
Attributes: Deeded access • gravel internal road • gentle topography

Great forest investment, also for 1031, estate planning, future college funds
Recreational values, year-around stream, game, wildlife,

Secluded—but close in • Locked gate, call before inspecting
Check www.WorldForestInvestment.com/eaglecreek for more information
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As I previously mentioned, bark
beetles are not new to our forests, and
they play an important ecological role.
However, the environmental stresses
that we have been experiencing
throughout the years can have a big
impact on how the bark beetles
behave and shape our forests. Chris-
tine adds, “Not every fire-injured
stand may experience an uptick in
infestation, and not every infestation
will spread to healthy trees. But the
likelihood is greater when otherwise
healthy trees are already struggling
due to prior stress, such as drought.”

Here are a few things that you can
do to evaluate your trees potential risk
to bark beetles:

1. Was your tree fully burned in the
fire or just damaged? Bark beetles
may attack trees that have been dam-
aged, but not ones that were killed by
the fire. 

2. Was your stand healthy before it
was damaged? The health of a stand
before fire or other storm damage is
the best predictor for a potential
rebound from that damage and if it
will be able to resist or tolerate insects.
Most of our trees in the state are suf-
fering from multiple years of drought
stress and added damage from fire
makes them more susceptible to
insects.

3. Contact your local ODF
Forester or Extension Forester to help
you assess your potential risk. 

To protect large-diameter Douglas-
fir from attack, the repellent
pheromone MCH can be applied right
before Douglas-fir beetles fly in April
2022. If you create pine slash, you will
want to destroy it to prevent future
outbreaks. However, remember to
keep fire risk in mind. Learn more in
the resources listed below.

ODF has a cost share program
available to landowners in need. The
program is a 50/50 cost share to miti-
gate or prevent bark beetle outbreaks
and can be used for thinning, destroy-
ing slash, MCH application, and
other bark beetle management-specific
operations in fire and storm-damaged
or otherwise stressed areas.

More information here:
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/About

ODF/Pages/GrantsIncentives.aspx

Connect with your local ODF forester
to apply:

https://www.oregon.gov/odf/Workin
g/Pages/FindAForester.aspx

Continue learning about bark beetles,
post fire mortality, slash management,
and more:

• Major insect pests of Oregon
conifers:
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/Document
s/forestbenefits/InsectPestDiagnosis.pdf

• Post-fire tree mortality:
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/Document
s/forestbenefits/post-fire-tree-mortali-
ty.pdf

• Slash management for bark beetle
protection:
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/Documen
ts/forestbenefits/Slashmanagement.pdf

• MCH for Doug-fir beetle man-
agement:
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/Documen
ts/forestbenefits/MCH_2016.pdf

I would also like to invite you to
watch Christine’s video from her Tree
School Online class “Insects in the
Trees: Pests or Non-Pests?” that aired
on June 23, 2020:
https://beav.es/ClassGuide ■

— PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHRISTINE BUHL —

Small round holes are a sign of bark beetle
entry.

Purchasing alder, maple and ash saw logs,
pulp logs, and timber. Also hemlock saw

logs and timber.

Centralia, WA (360) 736-2811

Longview, WA (360) 577-6678

Mount Vernon, WA (360) 428-8583

Eugene, OR (541) 689-2581

Coos Bay, OR (541) 267-0419

Garibaldi, OR (503) 322-3367

https://beav.es/ClassGuide
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/Documents/forestbenefits/MCH_2016.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/Documents/forestbenefits/MCH_2016.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/Documents/forestbenefits/Slashmanagement.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/Documents/forestbenefits/Slashmanagement.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/Documents/forestbenefits/post-fire-tree-mortality.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/Documents/forestbenefits/post-fire-tree-mortality.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/Documents/forestbenefits/post-fire-tree-mortality.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/Documents/forestbenefits/InsectPestDiagnosis.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/Documents/forestbenefits/InsectPestDiagnosis.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/Working/Pages/FindAForester.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/Working/Pages/FindAForester.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/AboutODF/Pages/GrantsIncentives.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/AboutODF/Pages/GrantsIncentives.aspx


RYAN POTEET, CCFFA Vice President

Using a farm tractor for forestry
work can be a compromise, but

with a few modifications and some
patience small scale forestry work can
be done. For many of us, our tractors
are used for much more than skidding
logs, so it needs to be set up for a mul-
titude of purposes. Farm tractors
often get put to work doing things
that their manufacturers would not
recommend.

The more time I spend using my
tractor, the more I think of things to
change, modify or add that would
make it better in the woods and
around the farm in general. I am by
no means a tractor expert. However, I
know some folks who are, and after
talking to other tractor owners and
searching the internet for my particu-
lar tractor make and model, I’ve
found modifications or accessories I
liked and have implemented some on
my own machine.  

Even before we took delivery of
our new tractor a couple of years ago,
we already had an upgrade we wanted
to add. It was ordered with a front
end loader and bucket. But to really
maximize the full potential of this new
lifting apparatus, we wanted metal
hooks welded across the top of the
bucket for securing chains. This has
proven extremely helpful for lifting
and pulling. We’ve wrapped a chain
around fence posts and lifted them
out of the ground, unloaded other
tractor implements off trailers, and
even hung my Blacktail buck for skin-
ning this year. It’s also handy when
securing loads during transit. Trash
cans make it all the way down the
long driveway in the loader bucket
with a strap around them, secured to
those hooks we added. This was not a
very expensive upgrade and has
proven very worthwhile.  

There is a time however, when hav-

ing a front end loader is a pain in the
neck. They tend to do a great job of
obscuring most factory headlights. It
is nearly impossible to see very well at
night with the loader lifted at a safe
traveling height. The loader bucket or
pallet forks reflect most of the light
right back at the operator, and I
found myself trying to operate with
one hand using a flashlight or wearing
headlamps. This was finally solved by
adding bright LED work lights to the
ROPS (Rollover Protection Structure).
One important thing to consider when
adding additional lights to your trac-
tor is your charging system. Older
machines may be 6 volt, and newer
machines may have factory auxiliary
wiring harnesses already in place but
fused at a lower amperage than the
lights you choose. It is important to
consult your owner’s manual or check
the onboard fuse panel, to ensure you
are not overloading the circuits. You
do not want an electrical fire on your
tractor. Once the magic smoke has left
the electrical system you can’t put it
back.  

Since we’re on the topic of fires, I
believe it’s extremely important to
have a good fire extinguisher mounted
on the tractor. Mount the biggest
extinguisher you reasonably can,
because you’ll never wish it was small-
er during a fire. Working in dry fields
and forests can be a recipe for disas-
ter, especially with newer machines
and the emission devices installed
today. Diesel particulate filters can get
glowing red hot and in the right con-
ditions cause a fire if you have built-
up, dry grass or needles packed in and
around the engine. Be sure to clean fil-
ter screens and check for buildup that
may ignite from exhaust or a spark.

Like many in Clackamas County,
we had a lot of winter storm damage
this year and I find myself wanting a
chainsaw with me all the time. Having

a chainsaw mounted on the tractor
has proven really handy. I found a
company that sells a bracket to safely
mount your chainsaw to the tractor. It
installed very easily and includes a
scabbard that fully covers the bar and
chain. I mounted this right next to the
step to get on the tractor, and it is
very easy to reach from the operator’s
position or the ground level. With a
chainsaw mounted, this leads to other
tools you may want to carry: a chain-
saw scrench, extra chain, or maybe a
small bottle of fuel and bar oil. It
seems like tractor manufacturers
cheap out in the way of onboard stor-
age or toolboxes. When I look at my
factory toolbox, I envision it rolling
off the assembly line and an engineer
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Adapting Your Farm Tractor to Meet Your Needs

Hooks

Saw holder



yelling, “wait we forgot to include a
toolbox”. So, they rush to the lunch-
room and return with a plastic food
storage container. It’s not waterproof
and barely holds more than a sand-
wich. The solution I am going with is
used by many other tractor owners:  it
is hard to beat the military surplus
ammo cans for this application. They
are very stout, fairly weatherproof and
can be secured with a padlock if you
want. These come in several sizes and
can be found many places locally or
online. I like things to match, so a
quick trip to the tractor dealer and the
toolbox upgrade can look nearly fac-
tory.  

Being able to use the tractor in all
types of weather comfortably would
be nice. But cab tractors come at a big
cost and can be difficult to maneuver
around the forest with low branches.
My solution for now was to add a
sunshade. Many manufacturers offer a
factory shade option, plus there are
many aftermarket solutions to fit vir-
tually any tractor new and old. This
plastic cover has been nice in both
light rain and blazing sun. It is not a
cab tractor, still dusty and noisy but a
great improvement. Low-hanging
branches are still something to avoid,
and if it’s really raining when you
point the nose of the tractor downhill
it tends to cover your legs with water.  

Many tractors have some sort of
grille guard. It’s a good starting point
but really doesn’t do much to stop
branches or sticks from running right
through the large open frame and into
the radiator or battery. This seems to
be a fairly common tractor operating
mishap. I have plans to add expanded
metal to this factory guard to greatly
reduce the risks of this happening to
me. Some folks who get serious with
their farm tractors in the woods add
skid plates to the bellies of the tractor
and additional guards to protect the
operator. 

The best forestry implement we’ve
purchased to date is a PTO-driven

logging winch. This
mounts to the 3-point
hitch on the back of
the tractor and has a
blade that drops down
like an anchor. It has a
large drum of steel
cable that can reach
out to 165 ft. and yard
logs back to the trac-
tor. Once the log is
brought in close, we
can then attach choker
chains and lift the butt
of the logs off the
ground and skid multi-
ple logs at a time. This
tool made a two-acre thinning project
go a whole lot faster.

I enjoy seeing what others have
done with their tractors to make it
their own and modified to meet their
needs. I could spend hours watching
YouTube videos from small logging
operations in Europe and Russia.
Those guys can get it done with mini-
mal equipment. I came across a book
online written in 1982. It is available
for free download and it’s full of infor-
mation regarding using your farm
tractor for forestry. If you get a chance

look it up: “The Farm Tractor in the
Forest” by Milton Nilsson, published
in Sweden by the National Board of
Forestry. As I look at some of the
equipment being used in Europe and
other places around the world, I’m
encouraged to see the innovations tak-
ing place around small-scale low
impact logging. I’m hoping more of
that equipment makes its way to the
USA and into the hands of small
woodlands owners and operators.
Until then, keep your farm tractors
greased and working for you. ■
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15555 S. Hwy 211 Molalla, OR 97038

Buying logs / timber / timberland

Douglas-fir / Hemlock

Dylan Fritz, log buyer 360.477.6959

Office 503.829.9131 Fax 503.829.5481

Other Interfor sawmill locations in Gilchrist, OR,

Port Angeles, WA and Beaver, WA

Sunshade



Clackamas County Farm Forestry Assoc., Inc.
P.O. Box 783
Molalla, OR 97038

You are invited to attend the
CCFFA Annual Meeting 2021

Saturday, June 26 • Tour starts at 3pm • Meeting at 6pm
Michael and Linda Buser’s Lazy B Timber Farm

Watch for more details
coming soon!

2019
CCFFA

Woodland
Farmer

of the Year


