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President’s Corner
ROB GUTTRIDGE

T

his quarterly issue of the ForestTree Leader is my twentieth as its
editor, but this column is my first as
president of CCFFA. After five years,
I am certainly not a “fresh face” anymore, but I hope that I will be able to
follow Gary Bush’s example of finding something different to write
about, every three months or so, and
that my efforts will be worth reading.
For this issue, my topic is the value of
prevention.
I was quite young when I first
heard the adage “an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure”. It
may have been what first prompted
me to learn how many ounces were in
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a pound, an example of how one
thing can lead to another. (A longer,
more vivid version of that moral is
“For want of a nail, the shoe was lost.
For want of a shoe, the horse was
lost. For want of a horse, the rider
was lost. For want of a rider, the
kingdom was lost.”)
The idea of preventing fire damage
was my first reason for pruning up a
stand of young trees; as I proceeded
over the next few years, I found other
good reasons to continue pruning and
thinning my young trees, and I have
kept at it. Pruning, like thinning and
other efforts at preventive maintenance, seems to be something whose
value may be unclear at first, but
becomes more and more apparent
over time. When one is working with
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trees, the passage of time is an important consideration. Two years ago I
participated in a series of workshops
intended to help folks protect their
homes from wildfire, and perhaps create FireWise communities; I hope
that effort did some good, for some
folks.
Efforts to prevent future damage
don’t always succeed: sometimes a
disaster like a big fire, or an ice storm,
is too overwhelming. Sometimes your
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .continued on back page
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CCFFA Will Have a New Webpage!
DAVE BUGNI, CCFFA Board Member

he CCFFA will utilize the services
of the Oregon Small Woodlands
Association (OSWA) to host our new
webpage. All the other OSWA chapters have migrated over to using this
service to varying degrees, and a few
also continue to retain their own web-
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site. Given the effort and costs
required to adequately maintain a
website, the CCFFA board recently
decided to utilize the OSWA website
and consider it to be the source of
electronic-related information for our
CCFFA members. The OSWA website
is very complete and the information
that will appear on our CCFFA webpage within the OSWA website will
complement OSWA’s statewide information very well. It will be your single
resource hub for all things CCFFA
and OSWA-related.
We will have updated information
of interest to our members, including:
1. Names and contact information
of current CCFFA board members,
2. Standing CCFFA committees
and their current chairs,
3. A calendar of events, which is
part of the master OSWA calendar.
This way, our members can see what

is happening elsewhere around the
state, particularly once the COVID
pandemic subsides and we can resume
regular meetings in person.
4. Past issues of our newsletter,
5. CCFFA scholarship information,
6. Past, board-approved meeting
minutes and treasurer’s reports,
7. Photos of past activities,
8. A CCFFA membership form,
9. Links of interest to our membership,
10. And more…!
As part of our efforts to make the
CCFFA webpage informative and
interesting to you, please feel free to
email any one of the current board of
directors and let us know what you
think of it, including: what you like
the best (or least) about the content
and if anything should be added.
Please check our CCFFA webpage
frequently as we add new information
to it in the coming months:
https://www.oswa.org/blog/clackamas/.

FOR SALE:

120 acres of timberland
located in Clackamas County

Anyone is welcome to use, with usual credit,
any article in the Forest-Tree Leader unless
noted otherwise. To assure no interruption in
receiving this newsletter, please contact the
CCFFA of any change of address. The newsletter may not be automatically forwarded, even
when you have filled out a forwarding order with
the Post Office. We gladly accept “Letters to the
Editor”, but may edit for maximum interest to all
readers: Intent will not be changed.
The views and opinions expressed in this
newsletter are not necessarily the opinion
of the CCFFA members or of the editors.

approximately 2.5 miles out of Scotts Mills, Oregon
on S. Maple Grove Road.
Legal Description: T6S R01E, SW 1⁄4 section 13

MINTEN

Call: Steve Beyer 971-219-6842
Email: stevebeyer21@gmail.com
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Recent timber cruise describes over
a million board feet of harvestable timber.

Price: $790,000

mintengraphics@
gmail.com
503-769-9683
Newsletters
Logo design
Business cards,
letterhead,
envelopes
Brochures
Forms

CCFFA Web Site: www.oswa.org/blog/clackamas
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2021 Tree School Updates
AMANDA BRENNER, OSU Extension Forestry Program
Assistant & Tree School Coordinator, Clackamas Co.

s OSU Extension Forestry and Natural
Resources moves through planning education programs for 2021, it becomes increasingly
clear that we need to continue our courses virtually. March 10 will mark one year since we had
to cancel Tree School Clackamas, and other
Tree Schools around the state shortly followed.
With the continued support of our partners, we
have been successful in keeping Tree School
going despite the pandemic.
While we could never have imagined that we
would have to cancel our 30th Tree School, we
are thrilled that we were able to work with the
Partnership for Forestry Education and benefit
from the grant that OFRI secured with ODF.
Our team worked hard and fast (really fast) to
bring you Tree School Online. From April 21,
2020, through February 2, 2021, we compiled 38
Tree School Online webinars with a spectacular
library of woodland management resources
curated for you by the professionals you know
and rely on to assist you with your woodland
management education. Our reach went far
beyond the 662 people that registered for the
canceled Clackamas Tree School. Between the
live webinars and Youtube views of the recordings, Tree School Online classes have been
viewed over 10,000 times.
Classes from a past Tree School Clackamas—“Making Shiitake
While we reflect on the success of Tree
Happen” (top) and Tree and Shrub Identification (bottom).
School Online, and we discuss plans to move
beyond our current schedule ending on June 15,
School Coordinator) or Glenn Ahrens (Extension Forester)
we understand that not everyone has access to the internet
if you have questions, suggestions, or need support.
or a computer. We also recognize that it does not replace
Email: glenn.ahrens@oregonstate.edu
field classes. We all miss getting outside and learning in the
amanda.brenner@oregonstate.edu
woods together. However, as long as we are under the
Call:
503-655-8631
threat of COVID, the health and safety of our community
is our biggest priority. So, what does that mean for Tree
While COVID forced us to design new ways of doing
School in 2021? As you could probably guess, we will not
things, we look forward to the day that we can all get back
be holding Tree School Clackamas in person this March.
together at Clackamas Community College and Hopkins
We are working with partners to improve the Tree School
Demonstration Forest for a traditional Tree School.
Online model, and we are discussing our options for Tree
For more information on Tree School Online, visit
School Clackamas in 2022.
beav.es/ClassGuide. Here you will find information on
The future is still uncertain and plans outside of Tree
upcoming and past classes. We are also providing videos
School Online are still hypothetical. We will continue to
when available, resources from instructors, and continuing
update you on our plans, and we hope that those of you
education credit request forms for qualifying classes. ■
who can attend, will continue to enjoy the virtual classes.
Please feel free to reach out to Amanda Brenner (Tree

A

CCFFA Web Site: www.oswa.org/blog/clackamas
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Log Market Report
GLENN AHRENS, OSU Extension Forester,
Clackamas, Marion, Hood River Co.

M

arkets for logs of major species
are relatively good, in spite of
all the fire salvage logs coming in. Log
prices are holding up in part because
larger industrial owners have shifted
their harvesting from green timber to
fire salvage to stay within sustained

A BALANCED APPROACH
▲
TIMBER MANAGEMENT
▲
ALTERNATIVES TO
CLEARCUTTING
▲
FOREST PLANNING
AND RESTORATION
▲
These forests have been
independently certified
as well managed.

PORTLAND FORESTERS - 503-222-9772
Scott Ferguson
Barry Sims
Mike Messier
CORVALLIS FORESTERS - 541-435-0383
Mark Miller
Matt Fehrenbacher
Shane Hetzler

yield constraints. So the overall
amount of logs coming in is not that
much higher than expected. However,
the situation for some local mills may
be strongly influenced by fire salvage.
Overall the outlook is good due to the
strong global market demand for lumber and wood products.
Prices for domestic Douglas-fir
logs are in the range of $650 for
preferred lengths (32-40 feet) and
diameters of 6 to 20-inches, dropping
significantly for shorter logs at $450
for 16-30 foot logs. Prices for whitewoods (hemlock and true fir) are relatively high at $600. Much of the wood
from fire salvage is going at or near
full price since most fire char is superficial and not getting into the wood.
Some domestic mills are paying in
the $850/mbf range for higher quality
Douglas-fir logs 12-inches plus, that
could also go for export. Large
Douglas-fir logs (>20-inches) of good
quality (clean logs with few and smaller knots) bring good prices at mills
that cut for higher grade lumber and
timbers. Export buyers are not able to
pay much more at this time.
Large Douglas-fir and hemlock of
lower quality that are not worth much
on the domestic market may be of
interest to export buyers for logs
destined for China. Prices in the $500600/mbf range are very attractive
compared to domestic log prices.
Prices for western redcedar are very
high. Cedar logs in preferred lengths
(36, 38, & 40 feet) are $1,975/mbf

Pamela Hines, Office Manager
503-409-2888
info@troutmountain.com
www.troutmountain.com

Forest stewardship for
productivity and diversity
FSC Trademark © 1996 Forest Stewardship Council A.C.
• SCS-FM/COC- 00062GN

CCFFA Web Site: www.oswa.org/blog/clackamas

while 30 or 32-inch logs go for
$1,875/mbf. Less preferred lengths still
go for $1,475-1,675/mbf.
With respect to red alder and
bigleaf maple sawlogs, some mills are
paying less for fire charred logs, while
others are not. One log buyer said
that fire charred hardwoods are not
deteriorating so much as to reduce
quality of lumber recovery, so prices
at the mill are still pretty good. But
the lack of trucks to haul to hardwood mills up in Washington is discouraging shipment. Cascade Hardwood just started taking alder and
maple in Molalla and reloading to
ship to their mill in Chehalis, Washington. Prices for 12-inch+ alder logs
are about $825/mbf, dropping about
$25 per mbf for each 1-inch reduction
in diameter down to $725/mbf for
alder logs 8-inches diameter. Smaller
logs go for $450 (6-inch) and $550 (7inch).
Prices for pulp logs (generally logs
smaller than 5-inch diameter or else
shorter chunks) are about $29/ton for
hardwoods, $28/ton for hemlock.
Pulpwood buyers were not buying
Douglas-fir and true fir in February,
but they may start buying again in
March. Pulp log buyers are not taking
logs from fire salvage.
These are generic price ranges,
actual prices are subject to change,
depending on the quality of your trees
and must be confirmed in a purchase
order. ■
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Storm Damage
BRAD WITHROW-ROBINSON, OSU Forestry
and Natural Resources Extension Forester,
Benton, Linn and Polk Co.

F

irst the fires, now the ice!
The Willamette Valley and
foothills suffered another blow
Feb. 12-15. The unusual and widespread winter ice storm took down
trees, took out power, and disrupted
life all across the region. Impacts
include many urban and residential
areas, as well as forested areas.
People are still surveying the damage and beginning clean up. As you
consider what to do, please remember
the warnings of the dangers involved,
and use caution to protect yourself
and others. Just in my neighborhood
alone, I have seen several unadvised
and frightening uses of chainsaws!
Broken and tangled branches create
many hazards, including saw kick-back

and movement of wood. Limbs may be
bent and under extreme tension,
loaded like giant springs that can snap
back powerfully when cut. Many broken branches remain hanging in trees
and can be shaken free by wind or
when cutting other branches. Please
use extreme caution when clearing
limbs, and respect your own limits of
skill and experience and follow Ann
Landers advice to “seek professional
help”.
Here are some resources:
• Safely responding to storm-related
tree damage
https://www.treesaregood.org/portals/0/docs/treecare/StormBrochure.pdf
• First Aid for Storm-Damaged Trees
(University of Missouri Extension)
https://extension.missouri.edu/publications/g6867
• Caring for Storm Damaged Trees
(Colorado State Forest Service)
https://static.colostate.edu/client-

Become a Friend of Hopkins TODAY!
...and help others learn about trees and forests
Help support the outreach program at the Hopkins Demonstration Forest by becoming a
Friend of Hopkins! Memberships begin at $25.
If we all just give a little, we all can have a huge
impact for the community. All Friends donations go
directly to support our public outreach activities for
youth, forest owners, professional land managers,
and elected officials.
Contribution levels:
Friend $25
Steward $250

Supporter $50
Sponsor $500

Contributor $100
Other $

Thank you! Please mail your check to:
Forests Forever, Inc., PO Box 1320, Oregon City, OR 97045
or you can donate online via PayPal
demonstrationforest.org
Forests Forever, Incorporated is a tax-exempt charitable organization
under Section 501(c) (3) of the U.S. Internal Revenue

CCFFA Web Site: www.oswa.org/blog/clackamas

files/csfs/pdfs/FINAL_Storm_Damage_Quick_Guide.pdf
• Safe and Effective Use of Chain Saws
for Woodland Owners https://catalog.
extension.oregonstate.edu/ec1124
This article Storm Damage
appeared first on TreeTopics. ■

CCFFA College
Scholarship Application
To further the benefits for our
membership, the Clackamas County
Farm Forestry Association’s Board
of Directors has established two
$1,000.00 college scholarships. A
current member of CCFFA must
recommend/sponsor an applicant, in
writing. The scholarships will be
available to graduating high school
students and college students
through their senior year, and are
not specific to the student’s county of
residence, field of study, college, university, or trade school. Full time
enrollment will be required for
release of funds.
The scholarship application form
will require personal and educational
information plus two letters of recommendation, but no financial data.
The applicant must also submit a
500-word essay explaining his or her
distinguishing qualities, educational
and life goals, and experiences with
their family’s forest activities or those
of their CCFFA sponsor. Application forms are available from Dick
Caldwell: 503-730-8114 or 503-6324403 or pinesprings@molalla.net.
This year’s deadline for applications is May 1, 2021.
Winner introductions will occur at
the annual CCFFA summer picnic
and tree farm tour in August.
Submit your application and all
supporting documents to:
Clackamas County Farm Forestry
Association, Scholarship Committee,
P. O. Box 783, Molalla, Oregon
97038.
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Journey Down the Clackamas Conference
DAVE BUGNI, CCFFA Board Member and
BILL MONROE, CRBC Board Member and
Past Chair

the Basin Council will not
use the information for any
other purpose.
In 33 one-to-two-hour
online webinars, an impressive array of engineers, scientists, political leaders,
agency officials, educators

ourney Down the Clackamas, a
year-long profile of a uniquely
Oregon river, will begin March 9 in a
series of in-depth webinars covering
every aspect of the Clackamas, lifeline
for fields, forests,
fish, wildlife and
humans.
The sessions are
free and open to
everyone. The Journey is sponsored by
the Clackamas
River Basin Council and presented in
the Zoom format.
Registration is necessary to provide
attendees with the
Looking downstream of the Clackamas River nearby the River
correct links, but
Ford Campground, November 2019.

J

and many others have volunteered to share their
expertise about the many
facets of the Clackamas
River basin, including some
of the latest research occurring within its boundaries.
Sessions will be held
biweekly, beginning at
either 6:00 pm (for a general audience) or 2:00 pm, for those sessions that are a bit more technical in
nature.
The Clackamas River provides
drinking water to more than 300,000
community members from Estacada,
Damascus, Happy Valley, Oregon
City, Gladstone, West Linn, Lake
Oswego, and Tigard.
Tens of thousands more work within the watershed or use the river,
including conservation professionals,
anglers, rafters, boaters, and other
outdoor enthusiasts as well as timber
producers, nursery farmers, agricultural landowners.
Subjects will cover everything
about the river, from its birth on
7,218-foot high Olallie Butte to its

Purchasing alder, maple and ash saw logs,
pulp logs, and timber. Also hemlock saw
logs and timber.
Centralia, WA

(360) 736-2811

Longview, WA

(360) 577-6678

Mount Vernon, WA

(360) 428-8583

Eugene, OR

(541) 689-2581

Coos Bay, OR

(541) 267-0419

Garibaldi, OR

(503) 322-3367
CCFFA Web Site: www.oswa.org/blog/clackamas

A large Douglas-fir, Big Bottom in the
Clackamas Wilderness, November 2017.
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Lowe Creek, Mt. Hood National Forest with naturally-placed large wood, November
2019.

confluence with the Willamette River,
83 miles away. The Journey will cover
geology, hydrology, water quality,
forestry, agriculture, fish, wildlife,
recreation, history, indigenous culture,
and public policy. The six sessions on
forestry-related topics will appeal to
all CCFFA members: FOR1 Historic,
current and future tree species distributions, forest types & forest stressors
within the basin, FOR2 The importance of forests along streams, FOR3
Evaluating the effects of forest stand
age distribution on aquatic ecosystems & Wildlife use of structural
retention patches, FOR4 Wildfires in
the Clackamas River basin (past &
present), FOR5 Effects of climate
change on forests in the basin and
projected wildfire intensity and frequency, and FOR6 Benefits of the
Clackamas River basin’s forests: from
enjoyment and resource to carbon
storage. Additionally, some of the sessions focusing on fish-related topics
will address how small woodland
owners can improve fish habitat within their creeks.
Each webinar will be recorded and
made available to the public. This will
extend viewing opportunities for student discussions, restoration profes-

sionals, local residents interested in
stewardship, and as an introduction
for community members.
Many of the sessions may also
qualify for Professional Development
Hours, to be determined on a case by

case basis.
CRBC is partnering with the Environmental Learning Center at Clackamas Community College. Workshop
attendees may receive CCC Continuing Education Units, and can also
request a signed Certificate of Completion for each session.
The CRBC is continuing to seek
donations to fund this conference and
make it free for all who desire to
attend. If you are interested in donating, please visit the website below. If
you itemize, all donations are fully tax
deductible.
To learn more, including a list of
classes, and register, please visit the
CRBC website at http://clackamasriver.org/journey-down-the-clackamasconference/, by email to info@clackamasriver.org, or contact Cheryl
McGinnis, executive director of the
Basin Council at 503-303-4372. ■
— Photos courtesy of Dave Bugni —

FORESTLAND FOR SALE in OREGON

120 Acres • 15 minutes from Estacada
3 age classes of Douglas-fir plantations
$565,000
Attributes: Deeded access • gravel internal road • gentle topography
Great forest investment, also for 1031, estate planning, future college funds
Recreational values, year-around stream, game, wildlife,
Secluded—but close in • Locked gate, call before inspecting
Check www.WorldForestInvestment.com/eaglecreek for more information

Mark.Willhite@juno.com
503-695-6419
Licensed Broker in Oregon and Washington. Professional Forester.

CCFFA Web Site: www.oswa.org/blog/clackamas
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Reforestation After the Fires
GLENN AHRENS, OSU Extension Forester,
Clackamas, Marion, Hood River Co.

D

ue to the 2020 wildfires, availability of tree seedlings and tree
planters is expected to be far short of
what is needed over the next few
years. Average reforestation numbers
for Oregon are about 40 million
seedlings per year. The Oregon Forest
Industries Council estimated that we
may need ~100 million trees to replant
the burn! With this huge increase in
demand, small woodland owners are
having a hard time getting the help
they need. OSU Extension is working
with the Oregon Small Woodlands
Association, Oregon Department of
Forestry (ODF), US Forest Service,
and other partners to assess the reforestation need and develop extra
capacity to produce seedlings and
plant trees.
As your OSU Extension Forester
for Clackamas, Marion, and Hood
River counties, I am taking the lead
for Extension on this Reforestation
Assistance program. I am working
with other Extension Foresters to connect with landowners affected by fires
in their counties. If you know anyone
who was affected by the fires and has
not heard about this Reforestation
Assistance program, please ask them
to contact me at glenn.ahrens@
oregonstate.edu or 503-655-8631.

ODF used their
Geographic Information System to
overlay maps of
fire perimeters on
County taxlots to
find out who was
affected. This generated the list of
about 800
landowners
statewide (>5
acres). Jim James
Burned young stand to replant.
and Jeremy Felty
stepped up for the
effort to contact nurseries, looking for
Oregon Small Woodlands Association available seedlings for 2021 and 2022
to help with outreach by sending
and ordering more seedling to be
emails along with about 800 fliers
sown ASAP. The consistent message
mailed to the landowners affected by
we get is that nurseries in Oregon and
the fires.
Washington are largely sold out and
Seedling needs. So far, there are
booked for the next couple of years,
about 260 landowners responding to
so we are looking farther afield to
our survey with their needs for
California, Idaho, Montana, and
seedlings, totaling over 4.5 million
Canada for growing space. However,
trees to plant on about 14,000 acres.
as nurseries finish lifting and packing
Based on the amount of private nontheir crop of seedlings for 2021, they
industrial forest within the fire
may end up with a surplus over their
perimeters across Oregon (~70,000
estimates, so there are likely to be
acres), this could be fewer than half
some batches of surplus trees offered
the landowners who have severely
for sale. Of course, in some cases there
burned acreage. We expect many more may be a fall-down from earlier estito join the list as people discover they
mates of seedling availability from
cannot find seedlings or tree planters.
nurseries.
Seedling availability. Oregon
Our inquiries to forest tree nursDepartment of Forestry is leading the
eries turned up only about 30,000
trees available for planting in spring
2021 (January-March planting). ODF
was able to order another 400,000
seedlings for 2022 and 2023 and they
expect to be able to order many more
seedlings to be grown for 2023 and
2024.
Clearly, it will take a few years to
increase availability of seedlings to
match the need. Therefore, we must
all be patient and plan for reforestation to take longer than normal. An
implication for people planning to
harvest green timber is that you
CCFFA Web Site: www.oswa.org/blog/clackamas
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should look into ordering tree
seedlings and consider the possibility
that your order will be delayed
beyond the usual 1-2 year period for
acquiring trees.
Reforestation contractors and tree
planters. After the initial push to find
seedlings, availability of tree planters is
another problem. The reforestation
assistance working group is pursuing a
grant-funded program that includes
developing a pool of contractors to
help implement site preparation, planting, and maintenance for family forest
landowners. The earliest this focused
capacity will be available is summer or
fall of 2021, pending grant funding
from federal and state agencies.
In the interim, we have lists of contractors for people who need help
planting trees. Unfortunately, these
lists are pretty short and contractors
are generally booked. Contractors are
having a hard time meeting their current work orders due to a shortage of
workers. If you have information
about tree planters you have worked
with in the past, please consider sharing this with woodland owners who
were affected by the fires.
This puts a lot of emphasis on people doing their own tree planting or
trying to develop the capacity within
their circle of family, friends, and
acquaintances. To help with this
effort, we have educational resources
and can offer tree planting lessons for
people who want to plant trees themselves. Many of the landowners affected by the fires have little experience
with reforestation.
Note on Regulations. Here is an
important message from Oregon
Department of Forestry for landowners who have harvested timber (salvage or green timber) and are
required to plant trees under Oregon’s
Forest Practices Act:
If you cannot plant within two
years of harvest, you must contact
your Stewardship Forester and
alert them of your seedling pro-

Burned reprod to plant.

curement status. Your ODF Stewardship Forester can extend the
time allowed for reforestation if
certain criteria are met. You can
find contact information on a
Notification of Operations if a
harvest occurred at
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/working/Pages/findaforester.aspx

Along with this information about
seedlings, please know that we are
working on increasing our capacity to
provide further educational, technical,
and financial assistance. Please help
spread the word that OSU Extension
and Oregon Small Woodlands Association are here to help landowners
affected by the wildfires ■

Clackamas County Parks and Forest is pleased to support the
Clackamas County Farm Forestry Association. As a forest land
steward, we are proud that our sustainable forest management
program helps to ensure that our timberlands are grown and
harvested in a manner that is environmentally sensitive, provides
community benefit and is economically viable. The revenue
generated from the sale of timber on County-owned forest lands
directly supports the County Parks program.

The County Forest Program is currently looking for timberland of
any age to enhance its portfolio and long term management
strategy. Please contact the Clackamas County Forester if you
have or know someone interested in selling or donating their
timberlands to
For more info contact
Clackamas County
Andrew Dobmeier,
Parks and Forest
County Forester,
adobmeier@clackamas.us
program.
phone 503-742-4425.

CCFFA Web Site: www.oswa.org/blog/clackamas
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Historic Fire Lookout Dream Comes True!
KEN EVERETT, Forests Forever Executive
Director

I

t’s taken more than ten years to
relocate the Clatskanie Mountain
Fire Lookout Tower to its new home
at the Hopkins Demonstration Forest
in Beavercreek. And, the tower is now
ready for education programs at the
forest and will be a special place for
children and adults to learn about the
history of lookouts and their role in
wildland fire control throughout the
Pacific Northwest.
The Clatskanie Mountain Fire
Lookout Tower stands 65’ tall. At the
top is a 7’ X 7’ cabin surrounded by a
catwalk. The tower was originally
erected in 1954 as part of the Oregon
Department of Forestry’s fire protection program in the north Oregon
Coast Range east of Astoria.
In June of 1984 the tower was
decommissioned and moved to the
Magness Memorial Tree Farm, near
Wilsonville, and operated by the World
Forestry Center as an educational
exhibit. As the years went by, the tower
experienced vandalism and could no
longer be properly maintained.
In June of 2008, Forests Forever,
Inc. entered into an agreement with
the Oregon Department of Forestry
to relocate the tower to the Hopkins
for use as a part of their youth and
adult education programs.
“This fire tower project has been a

real labor of love,” said Ken Everett,
the Executive Director of Forests
Forever, Inc. and professional forester.
Everett spearheaded the relocation
and re-construction of the tower over
the years. “Besides dismantling the
entire tower to move from Magness to
Hopkins, the project had to be permitted with the County, all kinds of
engineering requirements had to be
met, there was re-fabrication needed
of several components, and it wasn’t

COMPLETE FOREST MANAGEMENT
Timber Cruising & Appraisal • Harvest Management
Forest Management Planning • Log Marketing • Reforestation

503-819-8022

elkhornforestry.com

Check us out on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram
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easy to find
the technical
help to re-construct everything according to the
original
design. And,
of course, all
of this took
time and money—and, a lot of both!”
According to Everett, one of the
project goals was to find people with
the knowledge and skills to accurately
restore the lookout tower as it had
been originally built. And, that took
time, too. The steel tower stood alone
in the sky at Hopkins for 9 years until
Everett found Fire Tower Restoration,
a specialty company located in
Bloomingdale, New York. The company not only knew all about the historic design, but could fabricate all of
components needed to be remanufactured to original specifications. The
company sent a crew of their staff to
Oregon in December 2019, to reconstruct the tower’s cabin—all done
on top of the metal tower.
With the cabin and catwalk finally
completed, Hopkins’ volunteers spent
much of this past pandemic year
replacing all of the stair treads, railings,
and safety fencing for public access.
The Clatskanie Mountain Fire
Lookout is now ready; it’s now home!
The Hopkins Demonstration Forest is
planning a public dedication and will
have the tower open for students and
the public later in 2021.
The Hopkins Demonstration
Forest is a 140-acre woodland property
established in 1991 to share the story
of forest stewardship and sustainable
management of natural resources with
school students, woodland owners, and
the public. Visit the Hopkins website at
https://demonstrationforest.org for
directions, to learn more about programming at the forest, and how you
can become involved. ■
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Got Water?
(This article is reprinted from a past issue)
JIM SCHREIBER, CCFFA Board Member

iving in Oregon, one would think
all woodland owners would be
dealing with water concerns in one
form or another. One of the things
that we have learned, through association with other people who own
woodlands, is that not all of them are
confronted with copious amounts of
water on their property. Yes, they may
have a stream running through some
portion of the property; one that
could be fish bearing. Our streams
were de-listed in 1985 due to landslides downstream on government
property. Throw in a little flatland,
where water lays in the winter, or
some northern exposure 1/2-acre that

L

remains a little marshy in the summer
or frosty in the winter, and that’s
about it. For those of us, however,
who are confronted with water challenges and need some assistance, you
can make use of information and support through educational opportunities, such as classes offered at Tree
School, and from various agencies. In
a past edition of Forest-Tree Leader,
you learned about one of those agencies, the Clackamas County Soil &
Water Conservation District.
In developing the basic management plan for our family’s woodlands,
we made use of various agencies. As
the waters on our properties all drain,
eventually, into the Clackamas River
one of the first agencies that we
reached out to was the Clackamas
River Basin Council. They responded
with a couple of staff people and a

volunteer, who set out to survey our
streams. Once completed, they sat
down with us to answer any questions
that we had and offered suggestions
on how we could improve and maintain our water sources, improve riparian areas and enhance the wildlife that
the family enjoys. Most of those suggestions are now incorporated into
our management plan.
The 35-acre woodland, on our
home property, contains six springs,
two (2) year-round streams, and one
(1) seasonal stream. Access to areas of
the woodland becomes a challenge. In
the “old days,” we just drove tractors
and 4 x 4’s through the streams and
spring outfalls. Now, because it’s not
good practice and not part of our
management plan, words like culvert,
rock fill and concrete streambed pads
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .continued on page 14
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LISA KILDERS, Clackamas Soil and Water
Conservation District

s spring approaches, we typically
look forward to the bright green
tips of the Douglas-fir and new leaves
emerging from our favorite native
shrubs. This spring, however, our first
after the terrible wildfires, some folks
may be watching to see any signs of
life in their forest.
While the effect of fire on trees,
shrubs, and herbaceous plants are easily visible, it is not so easy to see the
effect wildfire has on the forest soil.
There is more under your feet than
what you see with the naked eye.

PHOTO COURTESY OF USDA-NRCS

A

Millions of organisms live in a small
handful of soil.

Whole communities of organisms live
in the soil contributing to the health
of the forest itself.
Wildfire can be lethal to these
organisms. The negative impacts on
soil structure and soil microbes come
from the heat of the fire. It is important to note that when a fire burns
rapidly through a forest, most of the
energy released by the flames is not
transmitted downward. It is when an
area is exposed to prolonged fire that
soil temperatures become elevated,
like when a log or large root burns
slowly over time. In this case, the heat
generated in the soil can cause the
organisms in the soil to die.
Impacts on soil organisms can vary
widely in a small area. There may be
patches of unburned areas where
many species survive. In lightly
burned areas, where the leaves and
surface litter are charred, soil organisms may be unaffected. However,
when the leaves and duff are completely consumed there can be significant heat-related destruction of soil
organisms.
Beyond the direct effect of heat, the

15555 S. Hwy 211 Molalla, OR 97038
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How Does Wildfire Affect the Forest Soil?

Prolonged burn kills soil organisms.

microbial community is affected in the
short and long-term by the destruction of organic matter, altered soil
temperatures, changes in soil moisture
levels, shifts in above-ground vegetation, and rates of organic matter accumulation.
Because so many factors play into
the recovery of the soil microbial
community, it may be difficult to pinpoint management recommendations
for post-fire restoration. The productivity of soil after wildfires also
depends on the condition of the soil
before the blaze. Soils that were nutrient-rich before the fire may not be significantly impacted. However, soils
that were low in nutrients before the
fires may show some change in productivity.
Another wildfire impact on soil is
associated with erosion. It is not surprising that this erosion is, in part,
dependent on the weather in the year
following the fire. Generally, forest
soils are porous and open on the surface due to the accumulation of
organic matter (leaves, needles, etc.)
and are normally high in organic matter underneath, so water infiltration is
high.
After a fire, erosion potential may
increase due to two factors. The first
is changes in soil structure resulting in
reduced water infiltration. The second
is the loss of cover that protects soil
from the impact of raindrops, which
can lead to splash erosion.
Increased erosion potential due to
reduced water infiltration is also
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experts can help determine which of
many practices may help, as not all
practices are appropriate for all sites.
You may also check out the erosion
control factsheets on the Oregon Natural Resources Conservation Service
webpage entitled After the Fire:
Resources for Recovery. Just enter the
title into your internet search engine
to find the information.
One word of warning! After the

dependent on the level of burn. A
severe fire that exposes the soil surface, consumes the organic matter in
the top layer of the soil, and causes
the soil structure to collapse, will
reduce porosity and water infiltration.
Additionally, ash and charcoal residue
can clog pores and reduce water infiltration.
Splash erosion happens when the
lack of vegetation and plant litter
exposes the soil to the power of the
raindrop. If a raindrop strikes soil
directly, without any plant cover to
slow it down, the raindrop can splash
soil particles up to three feet away.
Loosened soil may then travel farther
as water that is unable to soak into
the soil travels overland.

TRUSTWORTHY, QUALITY LOGGING
Specializing in Small Woodland Properties
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The power of a raindrop.

Soil particles that leave the forest
and end up in streams have nutrients
attached that cause water quality
issues downstream. Additionally, this
soil is deposited on the streambed
gravel that becomes clogged. This
affects the habitat of stream macroinvertebrates that are a source of food
for fish. The deposited sediment can
also smother fish eggs.
Your soil is precious and no one
wants to see it wash downstream. If
you need help to keep soil from leaving your property, contact your local
stewardship forester, OSU Extension
forester, or conservation specialist at
the Clackamas Soil and Water Conservation District (503-210-6000) or
Natural Resources Conservation Service office (503-210-6032). These

fire and spring rains, be ready to control invasive weeds. Bare soil is an
open invitation for invasive weed
infestations. This spring you may see
weed populations cropping up where
you do not want them to become
established. If you need help identifying or learning how to control invasive
weeds, contact our WeedWise Department weed@conservationdistrict.org
or call 503-210-6000. ■
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Got Water continued from page 11 . . .

have crept into our lives.
I was asked to relate some of the
challenges our family has faced in
dealing with water related issues on
our woodlands. In discussions with
the family, we all agreed that the three
main challenges confronting us were,
accessibility, maintaining water quality and flow, and selecting species for
planting in riparian and marshy areas.
While other challenges were there, let’s
hit those high spots, beginning with
accessibility.
Accessibility. If you can’t readily
access the land, you have difficulty
achieving your goals. It makes it
tough to remove undesirable trees,
brush and control invasive species, as
well as the re-seeding of the open
spaces created by your efforts.
We have skid roads, left over from
our 10-year harvesting cycles, which
have not been maintained properly.
Harvesting and improvements had
stopped, due to professional commitments, in 1990. When retirement happened in 2004, we knew we had to get
back to work on our access problems.
We have the ability to access different portions of the acreage through a
process of county road travel, time
consuming distances, and gate openings and closings; the road was also a
safety concern when moving equipment and supplies from point “A” to
point “B.” We needed to connect our
skid roads and make them more allweather; accomplishing this while
contending with waterways, wet areas
and spring outfalls.
One of the suggestions made by the
river basin council folks was to inbed
concrete tread ways into the seasonal
stream crossing and two of the smaller
spring outfalls. We were going to
mount the cement mixer, to one of the
tractors, pour the pads and then put
them in place. However, one of the
family members knew someone who
knew someone who was tearing up a

long 2-foot wide sidewalk. After a little work with sledgehammers and
chisels, we were able to haul home
numerous 2-foot wide chunks of 4”
thick concrete in varying lengths and
the contractor threw in some 6-foot
long pieces of foundation footings
from a concrete block wall. Some of
these are now inbedded treadways
across a rock fill, a seasonal stream
bed and a spring outfall. The heavy
gravel approaches to the tread-ways
are a work in progress and will be
completed this summer during low
water. Cheap stuff works.
One of our ponds was developed in
conjunction with the local fire district
and ODF to provide initial response
water for use in wildland firefighting in
the area and accessibility is important.
During the 1996 floods, debris
blocked the outfall from our upper
pond resulting in a 6-foot wide by 6foot deep, 8-foot long hole in the dam
and stream bed. This cut also blocked
a main access road to the north half
of the woodlands. Instead of reinstalling the concrete outfall, the
Clackamas County Soil and Water
District personnel suggested building
a downstream barrier with large boulders (I mean large) then backfilling
the hole with field stone. It took
about 40 cubic yards and dramatically
reduced one of the larger rock piles
created when the pastureland was
cleared; I think my back problems
started during the rock removal. Two
of the 8-foot long concrete footings
were inbedded in the surface layer of
field stones. More heavy gravel work
is needed this summer to firm up the
approaches. Water now trickles down
through the rocks and will, as the
spaces fill up with silt, further restrict
the stream flow. Now, during the high
water run-off periods, water just flows
over the top and falls into the
streambed. It’s a good thing Highland
has some rock.
Yes, we have put in culverts; one
42” with a rock-filled overflow relief
CCFFA Web Site: www.oswa.org/blog/clackamas

and a 16” spring outfall installation to
control winter flow onto a skid road.
With the low water conditions of the
past two summers, we are setting
aside work on two additional projects,
waiting for wetter winter weather to
dictate where crossings/culverts would
best be situated. Anyone remember
corduroy roads?
Stream Flow & Water Quality. As
mentioned above, things were different in the “Old Days,” even though
we believed that we were doing no
harm to the streams and springs by
our activities. A little temporary mud
and dirty water couldn’t hurt and it
didn’t seem to bother the native fish
of that time. We know better now and
if we forget, we have three granddaughters to remind us.
Our stream repair began in the
summer of 2006. It was our objective
to reduce streamside erosion by
removing wood debris and rocks from
the streambeds; thus making the
streams flow better and have less swirl
against the banks during high water
runoff. We also set the grandkids to
work removing small debris that was
restricting flows and putting the
limbs, etc., on the banks above the
high water mark. It took them all
summer to clean 2,000 yards of
streambed. Boy, were they a muddy
mess. The heavier limbs and some log
ends were cut and removed, along
with some rocks; the stream flows
improved, and erosion was reduced.
Guess what? For the past five years
we have been reversing the process.
Yes, we still remove small debris
buildups from the streams, two of the
granddaughters and a team of teenage
friends completed that cleanup this
past summer. Now, if the stream flows
freely under a log, we just remove the
small stuff. Rocks or logs are placed in
bank erosion spots and rock and log
barriers are placed to keep 4-legged
critters from entering the stream or
spring areas where bank erosion damage occurred.
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Another practice we have changed is
the removal of undesirable trees or
brush from the immediate stream
banks. We still remove living or dead
trees or brush from the streambed
proper, but don’t just arbitrarily
remove trees/shrubs from along the
bank. The same principle applies; if it
doesn’t impede the flow of the stream,
then it stays. Vine maple that reaches
across the stream, and serves as a
shade screen, remains. We used to cut
them out so that access was available;
why, I don’t really know.
We do remove invasive species any
chance we get and that includes
stream banks. In our case, mostly the
invasive species is evergreen blackberry. As they are removed, we replant
with native species; ninebark, cascara,
and elderberry.
Further back from the stream edge,
we have found that you can plant
western redcedar, Oregon ash and yes,
even hemlock, right in amongst the
vine maple vines and salmonberry. It
provides shade and protection for the
seedlings and usually the soil is ideal
for planting beds. When we first tried
it in 2008-09, with 300 cedar seedlings,
we weren’t sure how well it would
work. In 2013 we became concerned
about the lack of visible results, so we
sent the grandkids into the jungle with
a clipboard and marking tape. The
inventory found 247 survivors from
our cedar planting. They also identified some mother nature-supplied
saplings of hemlock and 32 Doug-fir.
Where the streams or spring outfalls flow through dense stands of
cedar, alder and fir, we are concerned
with erosion and debris; understory
brush is not a problem at this time. As
we harvest these trees, we need to be
prepared to plant native species that
will grow fast and provide shade for
the streams. The river basin council
can help us with this.
Plantings in Riparian and Wet Areas.
We have a few north-facing slope
bases that are a little wet. They can

get frosty in the wintertime and we
have made some major mistakes in
these areas while trying to work our
plan. Remember the old saying, for us
menfolk anyway, start assembly and
when frustrated read the directions. In
our case this practice was applied; not
sure how come the ladies didn’t catch
this first.
Recognizing the fact that these wet
patches needed a species that could
handle a little of the “wet feet” syndrome and limited winter sunlight, we
proceeded to plant 500 red alder
seedlings in late February of “91.” It
became apparent, in about two years,
that we were losing more than half;
the cost wasn’t much, but the labor
hurt. Then we took Glenn Ahrens’s
class on red alder at Tree School!
Besides planting in a frost zone, there
are alder trees growing all around. We
planted in February instead of late
March or early April. Other than that,
we did everything right. We finally
planted some Oregon ash and are
looking at mixing in some valley ponderosa pine next year.
As we remove the undesirable trees,
brush and invasive species, around
these areas and within the riparian
zones, we are replacing them with a
mixture of marketable species and
wildlife trees; interspersed WR cedar,
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red alder and Doug-fir for the most
part. For wildlife enhancement, we
have western crabapple, western dogwood, Cascara and a few hawthorns.
Mother Nature has snuck in a few
bigleaf maples and we have decided to
leave them for now.
We have also planted some grasses
and understory shrubs around our
springs and outfall areas. This is a
new, two year-old effort, and includes
such grasses as western fescue and
meadow barley and some Oregon
grape and thimbleberry bushes.
Have we done things right? Obviously not, but we are still learning the
finer points of managing all aspects of
our woodlands. One thing about it,
with three generations of family
involved, we may be able to move the
effort along for at least a few years.
If we can be of any assistance,
feel free to contact us through the
Clackamas County chapter of Oregon
Small Woodlands Association at
www.oswa.org/blog/clackamas.
We hope this may be of help to
others, with similar water/wetland
concerns to deal with. In a future edition of Forest-Tree Leader, you will
learn about the River Basin Councils
and the assistance that they can provide to woodland and farm owners. ■

Clackamas County Farm Forestry Assoc., Inc.
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President’s Message continued from page 1

efforts don’t prevent damage from this particular disaster,
because it missed you and hit your neighbor, instead. Sometimes your neighbor’s failure to take reasonable preventive
actions results in damage to your property, and there isn’t
much you can do about it except to try to be the better person, the better neighbor. Just try to lead by example, by
doing your part, and doing it as well as you can.
Sometimes the potential damage you need to try to prevent is less physical and immediate, but just as real over
time. There are some misguided and damaging bills being
considered in our Oregon legislature this year. If we don’t

take the preventive actions of testifying to the committees
that are hearing them, and writing to our own representatives to oppose them, we could lose the value of our past
investments and be taxed out of the ability to provide a
lasting forest heritage for our heirs. Our hard-working staff
at OSWA is doing what they can to inform us and help us
to protect ourselves from harm; it is up to us to do our
part, with emails and phone calls and other communications to our elected representatives. If we don’t make the
effort to become informed and active woodland owners, we
risk becoming former woodland owners, who leave no forest heritage at all. ■

