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Linn chapter standout
Sherm Sallee remembered
by Larry Mauter
Linn SWA director

by Bonnie Marshall
Linn SWA director

Sallee, long-time Linn County SWA
member and first editor of The
Quarterly Bark, died March 4, 2021.
He was 78. Long before the term
“influencer” became common
lexicon, Sherm Sallee was one.

The 26th annual Linn County SWA
Seedling Sale is one for the books-with record sales amidst Covid
challenges.

Sallee was born Dec. 17, 1942 in
Enterprise, Oregon. He was a 20year veteran of the United States Air
Force. He served in Vietnam.
Among his many woodlands-related
passions--along with wife of 54
years, Fay--he supported the Linn
County Extension 4-H forestry
program. He was a 4-H leader for
more than 35 years.
Sallee and Fay also started, and for
two decades coordinated, the
annual Linn County SWA seedling
sale.
“Among the many legacies that
Sherm left behind, one was the
seedling sale, now in its 26th year,”
said Bonnie Marshall. “When my
husband and I took over the helm
five years ago, we were fortunate to
experience first-hand Sherm’s
organizational skills,
encouragement, and mentoring,”
Marshall said. “He exuded a genuine
caring and interest for the people he
interacted with, while sharing his
passion and commitment to serving
others,” she added.
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Record sales,
long hours at
Covid-modified
Linn seedling sale

Almost 250 pre-orders were
delivered via curbside pickup within
5 hours by our dedicated and
masked volunteers. As one satisfied
customer told us after the sale, “We
hit it out of the park” with our wellplanned and executed Covid-safe
delivery of seedlings.

Sallee was editor of The Quarterly
Bark from its beginning until 2013.
Sallee contributed articles as
recently as this past fall. He was
also active in the Linn Forest
Protective Association. In a 2014
Bark article, Sallee described the
association as “a group of private
forest landowners dedicated to
protect their valuable resource from
destruction by fire.”
After retirement from the Air Force,
Sallee returned to Oregon State
University, earning a degree in
education. He was a substitute
teacher in the mid-Willamette Valley
area for 12 years.
(continued p. 2)

Fay Sallee, volunteer coordinator,
was as diligent as ever in rounding
up Linn County Small Woodland
members, 4-H members and their
families, and scholarship recipients.
Despite fewer volunteers, social
distancing requirements and
expanded work areas, our volunteers
rose to the challenge with long hours
(a 13-hour day for some) and
staggered shifts. Early Friday
morning Don and Carol Cree, Jack
Lowers, Jim Cota, and Lance
Marshall picked up seedlings at the
various nurseries while some of
Friday’s 33 volunteers helped set up
tables in preparation for the
seedlings. These committed
(continued p. 8)
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During those years his knowledge of
forestry expanded through Fay and
father-in-law Bert Udell. The Udell’s
Happy Valley Tree Farm was the
national tree farm of the year in 1982.
Sallee advised other land owners on
forestry issues, worked his own
properties, and assisted on projects
with 4-H forestry students.
“Sherm was special,” said Mike
Barsotti, recent OSWA president. “I
remember when he entered our world
after retiring from the Air Force,
quietly learning and then taking over
the management of the Udell
properties,” he said.

Service would publish the newsletter,
he would serve as its editor. That was
around 1995. Thus, The Quarterly
Bark was born under Sallee’s
leadership, said Barsotti.
The Bark originally served Linn and
Benton County chapters. When
Fletcher served Lincoln County, that
OSWA chapter joined Linn and
Benton. Lane County Small
Woodlands Association adopted The
Bark as its newsletter in 2009.
Sallee was also among the LCSWA
members who have moved forward
the Bob Mealey Ponderosa pine
project at Sunnyside Park. He died
the day 50 pines were planted at the
park.

He died the day 50 pines
“He exuded a genuine caring
were planted at the park
and interest for the people he
interacted with..."
A remembrance service at the family’s
The Quarterly Bark originated after
Sallee approached Rick Fletcher, the
Linn/Benton Forestry Extension
Service agent in the mid-1990s.
Sallee proposed that if the Extension

Happy Valley Tree Farm on Bellinger
Scale Road is planned for Saturday,
June 26. Details will follow.u

Woods Words
Guts—a. Has the same meaning
in the woods as elsewhere—
means courage. As one old
logger said, “that rabbit had so
much guts it was chasing a
cougar.” b. The insides of
anything, man or machine, alive or
dead.
Gypo (or gyppo)—a. A small
logger. b. Almost any woods job
done on contract. c. To log by
contract
Tally—a. In cruising timber, a
measure of distance, five chains
or 330 feet. b. A count as of logs,
or trees, or paces, or lumber. c. To
add up.
Tame ape—A logger, usually
means a rigging man.
The more you stir the more it
stinks—Let sleeping dogs lie.

Editor's Note

The
Quarterly
Bark

The editor would like to thank volunteer
Quarterly Bark proofreader
Pat 'Hawkeye' Wheeler
for saving him from public embarrasment
more times than he can remember.

Published four times a year in
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Editor: Rich Clark
PO Box 427
Independence, OR. 97351
541-740-8380
quarterly.clark@peak.org
Letters to the editor accepted, but
may be edited for content and length.
The views and/or opinions herein
expressed may not necessarily be the
opinion of Benton, Lane, Lincoln, or
Linn County members, or the editor.
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of the Oregon Small
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--from Woods Words, by Walter F.
McCulloch, Dean of School of Forestry,
Oregon State College, 1955-1966. !

Want to learn about
forestry?
Go to
https://knowyourforest.org/
TreeSchoolOnline
or

OSU Extension Online Calendars
Benton, Linn, and Polk Extension events:
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/benton/forestry-naturalresources
Sign up for the Compass and Needle mailing list
to receive an email notice when an event is scheduled.

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/
forests/health-managment
or

Contact Jody Einerson:
jody.einerson@oregonstate.edu
541-713-5000

https://www.oswa.org/blog/foresthealth/

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/lane/upcoming-classes-events

Lane Extension events:
Contact Lauren Grand:
lauren.grand@oregonstate.edu
541-579-2150

Upcoming Events
Castle Family Forest Tour, Benton chapter, Saturday, April 17, 9 am to
noon. Registration required at 541-713-5000. See p. 12 for details.
Wildflowers of the Forest, Benton chapter, Saturday, May 8, 9 am to
noon. Registration required at 541-713-5000. See p. 12 for details.
Birds of the Forest, Benton chapter, Saturday, May 15, 8 am to noon.
Registration required at 541-713-5000. See p. 12 for details.
OSWA Forestry Taxation Series Webinars, See dates below, April 13May 25. Register at https://www.oswa.org/blog/
Deducting Expenses, Tuesday, April 13, 3 pm
Capital Expenditures, Tuesday, April 27, 3 pm
Choosing a Form of Business and Other Tax Issues, Tuesday,
May 11, 3 pm
Understanding Oregon’s Property and Harvest Tax Programs,
Tuesday, May 25, 3 pm
Native Trees of Western Oregon, OSU Tree School Online, Tuesday,
April 6, 3 pm. Register at https://extension.oregonstate.edu/tree-school/
tree-school-online-class-guide
Fire Aware. Fire Prepared., OSU Extension Online Fire Series, April 14,
April 28, May 19, June 2, and June 16. https://
extension.oregonstate.edu/fire-program/online-webinar-guide
Trees on the Move: Migration of Tree Species in Response to Climate
Change, Tuesday, April 20, 3 pm, Register at https://
extension.oregonstate.edu/tree-school/tree-school-online-class-guide
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Lane County Chapter News
President's Update
With the beginning of a new year, we
look forward with optimism that our
year will be more normal, allowing
OSWA and LCSWA to get back to
routine events and activities. The
year has already brought change to
OSWA with the employment of the
new executive director Amy Jahnke.
We welcome Amy to the Northwest
and look forward to a time when all
can interface with Amy at an OSWA or
LCSWA event in Lane County.
Hopefully, that may be at OSWA’s
annual meeting, tentatively scheduled
for July 23 in Springfield. If all goes
well, restrictions that have been
imposed on gatherings, both indoors
and outdoors, will be drastically
reduced or even canceled by summer
and we can hold meetings and
outdoor tours.
As I addressed last fall, the COVID-19
pandemic created many issues for
OSWA, as well as our LCSWA
chapter. We have faced many
restrictions imposed by the governor
that limited the size of gatherings for
events both indoors and outdoors.
On the ground tours have been
canceled and chapters have been
going through a process to hold virtual
events for outreach to members.
LCSWA has been doing the same and
diligently working with Lane County

Gary Jensen, Lane County Chapter President

Extension Service to provide courses
and support for our members through
virtual training sessions. Check out
the most recent edition of Oregon
Family Forest News. It has current
listings for education, from Tree
School online to Forest Taxation for
landowners. LCSWA continues to
face current challenges, but we are
finding ways to conduct business and
hold events.
In January, LCSWA held its annual
meeting virtually. We were able to
conduct required business and
provide information to members.
Attendance was not our normal, with
about 25 members participating in the
event. On the first Saturday in
February, we once again held the
chapter’s annual seedling sale at
Alton Baker Park. Thanks to the work
put in by Lindsay Reaves and Tom
Bauman, planning and coordinating
the event, along with LCSWA board
members providing hands on support,
we had another successful sale.
LCSWA grossed around $7,000 from
the seedling sale and had a robust
clientele showing up. We were sold
out by 10:30 am. After the closure of
the seedling sale, the Board then
convened for its first quarterly board
meeting of the year to conduct
LCSWA business. Officers were

Lane County Chapter
Board of Directors
Gary Jensen, President

treegary@aol.com
(541) 935-8653
Dick Beers, V.P./Membership Chair
rbeers2606@comcast.net
(541) 729-2516
Mike Atkinson, Treasurer
(541) 344-4991
1964coyote1963@gmail.com
Connie Atkinson, Web Page Coordinator
mac3853@gmail.com
Tom Bauman
linsayga@peak.org
(541) 746-8990
Wylda Cafferata, Secretary
wyldac@gmail.com
(541) 937-3114
Gordon Culbertson
ggce@aol.com
(541) 285-3288
Rick Olson
rolson2@attglobal.net
(541) 997-3792
Alan Peterson
4agpete@gmail.com
(541) 954-1860
Chuck Volz
chuckvolz67@gmail.com
(541) 746-6361
Dan Menk, ODF Forester (541) 935-2283 ext. 230
Daniel.J.MENK@oregon.gov
Lauren Grand, OSU Extension
(541) 579-2150
lauren.grand@oregonstate.edu
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elected with all existing officers being
re-elected except for Mike Atkinson.
Mike was replaced by Gordon
Culbertson as treasurer for LCSWA.
You should be noticing the increase in
log trucks coming down the McKenzie
Highway from the Holiday Farm fire
this last fall. Landowners are actively
working on recovering resources
damaged from the fire. To match that,
our local mills have experienced an
increased demand for construction
lumber and are actively purchasing
logs. As a result of this activity, our
local log markets have seen a
rebound and current conditions have
moved log prices for Douglas-fir mill
logs into the $800/mbf range. With the
nature of the uncertainty of our fire
season, mills may experience
challenges with log supply lines. This
challenge may lead to opportunities
for those of us with access to our
forest lands and have an interest in
harvesting, if the price is right. Stay
tuned and hope for the best. We will
endure the season and patiently wait
for the future.
As LCSWA continues to wrestle with
the pandemic and the active fires we
have experienced in Lane County, we
struggle with what can be done for our
(continued p. 5)

Lane County (continued from p. 4)
members. Currently, all tours that
were scheduled have been canceled,
and we don’t see any taking place
until late 2021. One positive activity
has been Oregon State Extension
Services taking on training sessions
and offering online classes covering
all phases of forest management,
including Tree Schools throughout
the state. Should you be interested
in any of the sessions, I strongly
suggest you contact OSU Extension
for scheduled events or go to
Extension’s web page (https://
extension.oregonstate.edu/forests/
health-managment).
I would also encourage you to follow
LCSWA on its Facebook page.
Thanks to Kate McMichael and
Theresa Hauser, our Facebook page
has been updated and provides you
a platform to post activities on your
forest as well as ask questions and
receive information from others.
If you have not renewed your
membership, please do. You are
important to OSWA. Your
membership is critical to OSWA’s
success in providing you the support
and information beneficial in the
management of your forest lands.
Thanks to all for your commitment to
OSWA.
Lane County Extension Forester:
Lauren Grand – Lauren can be
reached through the Eugene Office
for Extension Service.
996 Jefferson St
Phone: 541 579-2150
Eugene, OR 97402
email:
lauren.grand@oregonstate.edu
Next quarterly Board Meeting:
April 2021: Currently we have no
certain time or specific day. The
meeting will be held virtually.
Take care and enjoy your forest. We
look forward to seeing you at
LCSWA’s upcoming events and our
heartfelt good wishes go out to all
who have been impacted by the local
fires.
Gary Jensen, LCSWA Chair u

Western white pine
resistance blister rust
or
'Chance favors the
prepared mind'
by Michael Atkinson
Lane SWA Director

I live 14 miles southwest of Eugene,
between Lorane and Crow on
property our family bought in 1964. I
pictured growing Christmas trees in
openings in the front of the property.
After planting some wimpy 2+0
Douglas-fir in 1964, which all died in
one particularly dry-looking area
between 1964-1967. I bought over
300 western white pine (WWP)
seedlings, thinking the pine might
survive better on this site, and they
would make attractive Christmas
trees, as well as being far from
natural infection site for White Pine
Blister Rust (WPBR) that they might
be fine.
I used a couple of them, and they did
make attractive trees, however the
blister rust began disfiguring tree
symmetry within four to five years. I
left the trees alone until age 35 or so,
with death and disfigurement
continuing until a couple of dead
ones fell with tops into the highway
right of way. Deciding that was
unacceptable, I cut them all for chip
logs except one, which seemed to
have no evidence of WPBR.
About five years ago, I was on a tour
of the BLM’s Dorena Seed Orchard
where their first order of business has
been tree breeding using genetic
material from various species that
have shown resistance to certain
diseases. At the top of their list are
5-needle pine, western white pine,
(WWP) and sugar pine, where WPBR
has taken a serious toll on the
commercial viability of these species.
When I mentioned my lone WWP to a
tech person at the tour, they showed
serious interest. In November 2020,
scion material was slipped from the
tree and grafted onto root stock.
The success of that will be seen
soon. They likely may come for more
scion material, and watch for future
cones to see about possible viable
5

seed. ODF has heard about the
trees, and may eventually propagate
it in ODF, St. Paul seed orchard.
I am writing this article as it may
inspire a few of readers who may
have seen something that appears
real special on their property, to
inform scientific folks to assess their
find. Until proven different, my lone
white pine appears to be White Pine
Blister Rust resistant, which may add
to the gene pool of resistant trees.
Surprisingly enough, this tree does
not match the site (500’ elevation, on
the Willamette Valley floor) yet it is 53
years in the ground, 107’ tall, and 18”
dbh. Unfortunately, we have no seed
source information on this tree.
Contact me for questions/
conversations.
Michael Atkinson ~
1964coyote1963@gmail.com
a Scion material is a green clipped twig
from the end of a branch that has a live
terminal bud, which can be grafted to a
rooted seedling whose terminal bud will
be eliminated. A successful graft will
grow into a tree with the genetics of the
scion material.
u

Only nature can
beat nature
by Michael Atkinson
Lane SWA Director

The battle to save western white pine,
sugar pine, and several other lesser
known 5-needle pines from the
introduced disease known as White
Pine Blister Rust (WPBR) has gone
on for many decades.
The battle began when foresters
found an occasional tree that seemed
to resist the disease. By propagating
these trees to test them for
resistance, non-resistant trees can be
eliminated from other seed producing
parent trees.
Finding new samples of WPBR
resistant trees helps broaden the
genetic base.
u
(Editor's note: See 'Western Pine
Blister Rust', p. 9)

Linn County Chapter News
A Linn County titan has fallen
-by Tim Otis, Linn County Chapter President

Carpe Diem (Latin: Seize the day—
a phrase used by the Roman poet
Horace to express the idea that one
should enjoy life while one can.)
A few years ago, I read the book
“The Wild Trees,” by Richard
Preston. In it, he tells the almost
unbelievable story of Steve Sillett
(and a few other botanist’s)
exploration of the largest and tallest
trees in the world. These are the
coast redwoods of northern
California. They explored and
measured the height of these trees
by climbing them. Many memories
and emotions washed past as I read
this book. I was repeatedly amazed
that these young explorers did not
think ‘there is nothing new to learn,’
did not believe that there was no
new place to explore. They went
where others refused to go. They
invented new ways to climb these
massive trees with ropes. On May
11, 1998 Steve Sillett and Michael
Taylor pushed, crawled and fell
through a part of the Jedediah Smith
Redwood State Park, in search of
large redwood trees, or Titans, as
they called them.
As it happens, I grew up in this area
of northern California, between
Crescent City and the Oregon
border. Every summer of my

.... maybe it is also important
to recognize the moment we
occupy right now, to see the
awesome opportunity in
front of us, and decide to
take advantage of it.

childhood was spent in these woods,
floating down the Smith River,
panning for gold in the streams,
picnicking at Stout Grove, and just
marveling at the grandeur and
beauty of this ancient redwood
forest. I have a distinct memory of
asking my dad, as we were driving
north on Hwy 199, if we could
explore out there, just walk out
through the woods and see what we
might find. This must have been the
mid 1960s. He assured me that
there was too much brush, and too
many fallen trees that would prevent
any exploration off-road. Though I
was always haunted by the thought
of that mysterious wilderness, I

never tried to explore it. Thirty
something years later, Sillett and
Taylor did exactly that, and
discovered the “Grove of the Titans.”
This grove of redwoods has been
called “collectively, the largest
redwood trees on Earth.” One of
those trees, now named “Lost
Monarch,” was found to be (at the
time of discovery) “the largest living
redwood in the world.” The
enormous Stout tree, where I
picnicked as a kid, is now known to
be in the top 50 largest trees within
Jedediah Smith park. The exact
location of the Grove of the Titans
remains a closely guarded secret to
this day.
About the time I was a kid wandering
the redwood forests, John Lennon
wrote, in the lyrics of his song
“Beautiful Boy,” “Life is what
happens to you while you’re busy
making other plans.” As it happens,
our lives turn out to be what we
choose to do day by day, the
thoughts and actions which we
decide to pour into each thing we do.
I know it is good to have plans for
the future, to organize in one’s mind
the goals and dreams of tomorrow.
But maybe it is also important to
recognize the moment we occupy
right now, to see the awesome
opportunity in front of us, and decide
to take advantage of it. For those of
us that have most of our lives behind
us, this may be even more
important.
(continued p. 7)
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(continued from p. 6)

Last week, my friend and mentor,
Sherm Sallee, died. He was one of
the giants among us. He showed us
the way to manage a family forest.
He taught us to love all the parts of
the natural world, all the plants and
animals that made it up. He taught
me to think carefully and critically
about what I was seeing, to always be
learning, and always caring for others.
He showed me how to cut firewood
efficiently and neatly. He helped me
be confident in my writing. During this
past year, I knew his health was
failing and planned several times to
spend a day with him, but never did it.
I did not act on those thoughts, and
am sorry for that. We don’t always
get it right. But as Sherm showed us
many times, maybe, just once in a
while, we can recognize that we stand
on the brink of something important,
of a decision that can change to world
for the better, and we can seize the
day.
u

Linn Chapter,
county parks team up
to complete Mealey pine
project
by Larry Mauter, Linn SWA director

Lee Peterman
Tim Otis
Jonathan Christie
Shirley Holmberg
Jim Cota
Jane Hufford-Strom
Larry Mauter
Bonnie Marshall
Sherman Weld

LCSWA has money to pay for this
project from the RHM Pine Fund,
established by Robert (Bob) H.
Mealey prior to his death in 2007.
The Mealey family is one of Sweet
Home’s founding families. Bob
Mealey was born in 1912. He
graduated from Sweet Home High
School in 1932 and from Oregon
State College in 1936.

LCSWA has planted a grove of 50
young pine trees in the park. Site
preparation work, including removing
cottonwood trees and Himalayan
blackberry bramble, was done in
February by Melcher Logging Co. of
Sweet Home. A pine planting party
was held March 4.

In 1989, Mealey was recognized as
the Oregon and Western United
States Regional Outstanding Tree
Farmer. He was also a fellow of the
Society of American Foresters.

Along with the trees, a covered twopanel interpretive signs will explain
the history of the Willamette pine and

541-223-3935
541-619-4918
503-394-3192
541-259-3963
541-367-3232
541-367-7054
805-400-8552
503-769-6510
541-367-5386

petey711@hotmail.com
Timothy.otis7@gmail.com
christie@smt-net.com
vestis3@gmail.com
osomauter3@att.net
bonniem@wvi.com
slweld569@centurytel.net

Standing Committees
Membership Jim Merzenich
Activities
Lee Peterman
TFOY
Joe Holmberg
Education
Fay Sallee
Seedling Sale Bonnie Marshall
Scholarship Katie Kohl
Linn deputy Sgt. Chris Houdek

Mealey started the LCSWA. Born in
Sweet Home, his family home was
moved from what is now Foster Lake.

Fifteen years in the making, the Linn
County Small Woodlands Association
and Linn County are collaborating on
a Sunnyside Park project, designed
to highlight reforestation of the
Willamette Valley Ponderosa pine.

Linn County Chapter Officers
President
Vice Pres
Secretary
Treasurer
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director

the efforts of Bob Mealey to restore
the native race of trees in the valley.

541-466-5004
541-223-3935
541-259-3963
541-451-5322
503-769-6510
541-451-1734
541-990-4370.

jim@oakbasin.com
petey711@hotmail.com
praediolum@yahoo.com
sksallee@yahoo.com
bonniem@wvi.com
kohl@proaxis.com
choudek@linnsheriff.org
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In 2000, the Robert H. Mealey
Willamette Valley Ponderosa Pine
Native Gene Conservancy Orchard
was dedicated at the Oregon
Department of Forestry’s Schroeder
Seed Orchard near St. Paul.
Growth in the pine fund investments
has produced money for the
Sunnyside project and perhaps other
environmental education projects
with Linn County public agencies.
The signs for the grove--located near
the Quartzville Road parking lot--will
be installed in the spring.
Approval of all content on the signs
remains with Linn County Parks
administration.
“For many years, Linn County Small
Woodlands has been looking for an
appropriate way to both honor the
memory of Bob Mealey, and stay true
to his desire that the funds he set
aside be used for community forestry
(continued p. 8)

Mealey

(continued from p. 7)

education,” said incoming chapter
President Tim Otis.
“To this point, none of the projects we
had considered really fit those goals,”
said Otis.
“When the board considered this
opportunity to plant Willamette Valley
Ponderosa pines in a Linn County
park, along with a kiosk describing the
history of their preservation and
development by Bob, we knew we had
found a great project,” Otis said.
Linn County Parks Director Brian
Carroll told the Albany DemocratHerald the project has been in the
works now for a couple years.
“The grove will be a nice addition to
the park,” Carroll said. “It is lowimpact but will have a benefit to the
park, and it will help promote our
timber industry in Linn County.”
A committee of retired forester Joe
Holmberg, Melcher Logging Co.
partner Jim Cota and board member
Larry Mauter is currently working on
the project. Dozens of other board
members and OSU Extension Service
personnel have been involved through
the years.
Included in the donation agreement

Linn seedling sale

Lee Peterman, left, and Bill Bowling (both past chapter presidents)
harvest rock and plant pine seedlings at Sunnyside Park outside Sweet Home.
Jim Cota used a 12-inch bucketing mini-excavator to dig 50 holes.

signed with Linn County is a memo of
understanding allowing LCSWA to
maintain the signs and pine grove into
the future.

For more on the project and the Linn
County Small Woodlands Association,
visit the group’s website at
www.linncountyswa.com. !

(continued from p. 1)

volunteers processed over 11,000 seedlings and 2,000
protector tubes into 1,400 separate bundles in about nine
hours.
Steve and Katie Kohl generously shared the bounty of sword
ferns from their property. Prior to the sale, Steve, Katie, Fay
Sallee and others gathered to dig and package over 150
sword ferns to fill the pre-ordered requests.
Despite the extra-long day on Friday processing orders,
some of those same volunteers returned on Saturday to put
in another six hours.
Kudos to Brad, Christy, Connor and Haley Tye, Larry and
Nancy Mauter, Glen and Sharnie Crouch, Kari and Kaden
Holt, Katie Fortner, Dan Thackaberry, Bill Bowling, Jim Cota
and Lance Marshall for doing double duty. Their dedication
is very much appreciated and helped create the smooth
transfer of seedlings to our customers.
Proceeds from this year’s sale topped previous years and will
continue to fund college scholarships for Linn County
students attending an Oregon school and majoring in forestry
or a natural resource field, as well as monetary awards to
Linn County 4-H forestry students.
This past year $7,600 was distributed in scholarships and
awards. Funds will also be applied toward other forestry
education activities supported by the Linn County chapter of
OSWA. !
8

4H-er Kaden Holt helps Brian O'Driscoll load
his order Saturday Feb. 6 at the 26th annual
Linn County Small Woodlands Association
seedling sale.

White Pine Blister Rust
--from the USDA DecAID site: https://apps.fs.usda.gov/r6_decaid/views/white_pine_blister_rust.html

Distribution:

Hosts: Western white pine, sugar
pine, whitebark pine, and limber pine.
Alternate hosts are currants and
gooseberries (Ribes spp.).
Diagnosis: Living trees infected with
white pine blister rust frequently have
dead tops and scattered dead
branches. Sometimes the remainder
of the crown looks healthy and green,
but severely infected trees may exhibit
yellowing foliage and poor needle
retention. Infected living trees and
trees killed by C. ribicola will have
“cankering” on the bole or on infected
branch stems. Clear to amber sap-like
material oozes from the margins of
cankers in spring, followed by the
appearance of small cream-colored to
yellow-orange pustules in cracks on
the cankered areas in spring and early
summer. Copious amounts of the saplike ooze frequently flow from
cankered areas, sometimes drying to
a sugary-looking crust or film. Rodents
frequently chew on the cankered
areas, which have high sugar content.
Newly infected needles display yellow
and red needle spots.
Infected Ribes spp. leaves have
orange pinhead-size pustules or
brown hair-like tendrils on their
undersides in spring and summer and
may lose their leaves prematurely.
Mountain pine beetle often colonizes

larger pines that are infected with
white pine blister rust.
Life HIstory: White pine blister rust is
not native to the Pacific Northwest, but
was introduced to British Columbia
from Europe in 1910. It is native to
Asia. It spread rapidly throughout the
range of western white pine and sugar
pine in Washington and Oregon by
1940. The pathogen causes a canker
disease on five-needle pines. The life
cycle is very complex, involving five
different stages (with associated spore
forms) and a required phase of
development on an alternate host, and
it takes 4 to 5 years to complete. C.
ribicola cannot survive in wood after
its host dies.
Wet weather and fog or low clouds
provide favorable conditions for the
infection of pine needles, as do the
moist conditions typically found near
the ground.
Some immunity to C. ribicola is
present in natural populations, and
breeding programs started in 1956 for
rust-resistant sugar pine and western
white pine have been providing seed
from resistant genotypes for a number
of years.
Important Habitats and Spread
Dynamics: Favorable habitats are
provided where five-needle pines are
exposed to high levels of infective
spores and moist conditions during
the late summer and early fall. The
incidence, density, and species
of Ribes spp. influence the probability
of host tree infection, as do
topographic position, local weather
patterns, and large-scale weather
events that bring moist or dry
conditions to a region. High-risk sites
frequently are located on saddles,
ridges, or mountain tops where
summer fog is common, or in low-lying
areas where cool, moist air flows or
pools.
Lethal infections commonly form when
young seedlings and saplings, which
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have numerous needles growing near
or on the main stem in moist
conditions near the ground, become
infected. These infections tend to form
bole infections that subsequently
girdle and kill the tree. Seedlings and
saplings suffer especially high rates of
mortality as a result of lethal C.
ribicola infections. Fast-growing trees
sometimes are able to keep ahead of
bole canker development for a period
by growing faster than the canker.
Trees that are large before becoming
infected typically develop dead
branches and topkill, which can result
in slow crown deterioration and
subsequent lethal attack by mountain
pine beetle (Dendroctonus
ponderosae). Sometimes numerous
infections kill enough of the branches
in the crown to cause tree mortality
without the occurrence of any bole
infection.
Potential Adverse Effects: The
overall effect of white pine blister rust
has been to reduce the diversity of
tree species present in many native
stands, and to threaten the
conservation and health of native
ecosystems having a high component
of susceptible five-needle pines. White
pine blister rust has significantly
reduced populations of western white
pine and sugar pine in Oregon and
Washington, and poses a major threat
to whitebark pine and limber pine.
High elevation five-needle pines play
critical ecosystem roles in maintaining
a diversity of wildlife and plant
species, regulating snow and runoff,
and providing cover on harsh high
elevation sites where little else can
grow. On high hazard sites, natural
regeneration of five-needle pine pines
is seriously impaired, with most
individuals dying before reaching cone
bearing age, while at the same time
the mature infected trees currently
occupying these sites are dying at an
accelerated rate. In heavily impacted
areas, reduced post-fire reforestation
and reduced sustainability of various
associated wildlife species, such as
the Clark’s nutcracker, black bear, and
squirrels, may result. !

Linn County
scholars adapt
to pandemic
learning
In September I got
to fight a few fires
with my brother
Kobe (who works for
ODF)

by Katie Kohl
Linn SWA Scholarship Chair

My name is Gracie Stutzman and I
am a Forest Engineering major at
Oregon State University. I look
forward to graduating in June this
year! I’ve been attending classes
virtually from my home in Sweet
Home. The classes I’m taking this
term include forest road engineering,
forest management and endangered
species. Virtual learning is a
challenge, but I, my peers and my
professors are doing our best to adapt
and stay engaged.
I work for Cascade Timber Consulting

in Sweet Home. At CTC I get to do a
mixture of office work and field work
including planning timber harvests
and cruising timber.
Last summer I got to participate in
some fire fighting.

Now that I am nearing the end of my
college career, I would like to extend
my sincere gratitude for the Linn
County Small Woodlands Association.
Thank you LCSWA for the
scholarships that helped me get
through the past four years at OSU!

Daniel Virtue. Thank you to all the

Lincoln County Chapter Board Members
President
Past Pres.
Vice Pres.
Treasurer
Secretary
Membership
Board mem.
Board mem.
Board mem.
Board mem.
Board mem.
Board mem.

Peter M. Bregman
Joe Steere
Joe Steenkolk
Jan Steenkolk
Judy Pelletier
Nick Dahl
Steven Allan
Jim Holt
Andy Kittel
Tom Wiley
Tim Miller
Pami Monnette

541-563-6428 pmbregman@msn.com
503-879-5717 jsteere@miami-corp.com
541-875-1541 jjs@casco.net
541-875-1541 jjs@casco.net
541-336-3855 jpelleti@charter.net
541-270-1359 n.dahldisposalservice.com
541-994-7117 oregonarmed@msn.com
541-563-4213
541-961-6461 apk1944@gmail.com
541-336-2268 coyote@peak.org
541-444-1088 tmillerfarms@gmail.com
541-283-5119 Pamela.Monnette
@oregonstate.edu
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Linn County Small Woodlands
Association members for supporting me
for all four years of college! I have one
term left this spring before graduation. I
have been taking classes like Forest
Road Engineering and Forest
Management: Planning and Design. The
last year, school has been completely
online, which has been challenging
because most classes have outdoor
labs where we would go to the forest. I
have continued to work for Cascade
Timber Consulting part time during
school. Starting this summer, I will work
there full time. I am extremely excited to
finish school and begin my career in
forestry!

Oregon Forest Resources Institute:
What Tree Farmers Need to Know
by Dave Ehlers, Benton County Chapter President

The Legislature created OFRI in 1991
to educate forest landowners and the
public about forest practices. OFRI is
funded exclusively through the Forest
Products Harvest Tax, paid only by
timber growers. OFRI does not utilize
General Fund dollars. OFRI is
Oregon’s de facto commodity
commission for timber. Oregon has 22
commodity commissions such as
albacore, alfalfa, wheat, Dungeness
crab, hops, mint, clover seed, fine
fescue, and sheep, to name a few.
Yet unlike the other commodity
commissions, OFRI cannot lobby or
levy an assessment upon the
industry. OFRI also requires a
legislative appointee. OFRI is an
integral part of my tree farm.
OFRI offers a variety of training
opportunities such as workshops,
tours and webinars. Innumerable
Benton Chapter members have
completed the Master Woodland
Manager program, the Ties to the
Land program (succession planning),
Tree School, and attended multiple
OFRI sponsored tours.
OFRI also produces publications that
can be downloaded or mailed for free.
My favorites are:

crossings. A Family Forest Users
Guide that should be in everyone’s
pickup.
Wildlife in Managed Forests Series:
Multiple guides to maximize forests as
habitat, such as Oregon Forests as
Habitat, Early Seral-Associated
Songbirds and The American Beaver.
Keep these publications on the coffee
table for small management ideas
with big sustainability pay-offs.
Carbon in Oregon’s Managed
Forests: A guide to carbon accounting
in our forests. In 2016 Oregon’s
forests sequestered 90.5% of all
Oregon CO2 emissions. Our ability to
sequester carbon, and potentially
sequester it indefinitely in forest
products, is a valuable asset as
Oregon moves forward to battle
climate change.
By providing organizational expertise
and funding, OFRI is the main driver
of the Partnership for Forestry
Education. This partnership is an
innovative endeavor of government,
nonprofit and private organizations
dedicated to providing educational
resources to forest landowners,
managers and operators. Check out
our impressive lineup: https://

Oregon Forest Facts 2021-2022:
Small woodland owners manage 3.7
million acres or 12% of the state’s
forests, almost 1 out of every 8 acres.
That’s a huge responsibility. OFRI is
critical to sustainable forestry in our
state and to the success of all Oregon
family forest owners.
Resources for Family Forests: An indepth list of all family forest
landowner associations, state &
federal natural resource agencies,
professional forestry services and
OSU Extension locations and
contacts. A great addition to any Tree
Farmer’s desk or desktop, with all
pertinent contacts at your fingertips.
Oregon’s Forest Protection Laws: An
illustrated manual of best
management practices for planning
and performing a timber harvest,
reforestation, fire prevention,
herbicide use, roads & stream
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knowyourforest.org/about.
As we all know, Oregon forests
sequester carbon, enrich the soil,
provide outstanding clean & cool
water, improve air quality, regulate
temperature extremes, and provide
pleasing aesthetics as well as habitat
for fauna & flora. They also provide
sophisticated, high quality forest
products that are essential to all
Oregonians. Get to know OFRI better,
and OFRI will make you a better tree
farmer.
Sign up for their monthly eNewsletter:
https://oregonforests.org/news-social
u

Want to learn forestry?
Go to
https://knowyourforest.org/
TreeSchoolOnline
or
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/
forests/health-managment
or
https://www.oswa.org/blog/foresthealth/

Benton County Chapter News
Dave Ehlers, Benton County Chapter President

2021 Benton chapter annual meeting: A Virtual Success
We held our first, and hopefully
our last, "virtual" annual chapter
meeting at the end of January.
There were 64 devices tuned into
the meeting, so at least 64
people attended (and probably
more since the number of folks
sharing a screen is unknown).
We took care of some important

business such as approval of
board positions and new bylaws.
We heard Van Decker’s Log
Report and Jim James’ final
OSWA update. We were also
introduced to our new OSWA/
OTFS Executive Director, Amy
Jahnke. We ended the program
with the stirring and informative

presentation on the 2020 Labor
Day fires by Chris Dunn. Here is
the link to Chris’ hole-in-one, well
worth your time. Hope to see you
next year, in person! u
https://youtu.be/s5YejVYnHf0

Benton chapter spring mini-tours
by Pat Boren, Benton County Chapter program director

The BSWA is offering opportunities to
get out into forests this spring. We will
be compliant with the COVID
regulations by enforcing mask usage,
distancing and limiting the number of
attendees. There will be four tours,
spaced through March, April and May.
Each tour will be limited to 10
attendees. We ask that you sign up
for just one of the tours so
participation can be spread over more
members.
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED. To
make your reservations, please call
the OSU Benton County Extension
office at 541-713-5000. The office is
lightly staffed, so leave a message if
you do not get through. Include
name, desired tour, email and phone
number for each individual. You will
receive tour details later. When you
make your reservation, have a second
choice in mind in case your first
choice has filled. If your plans change

and you cannot come, please tell us
ASAP so another person can take
your place.
The Girl Scout Camp Whispering
Winds Forest - March 13, 9:00 to
Noon
(Completed)
The 225-acre Camp Whispering
Winds, located near Kings Valley,
hosts hundreds of Girl Scouts and
other campers every year. Join Matt
Fehrenbacher of Trout Mountain
Forestry to learn more about thinning,
patch cutting and oak restoration
efforts that have been integrated into
camp use and the overall
management strategy for the property.
Castle Family Forest- April 17, 9:00
to Noon
This diverse 20-acre forest, located
near Wren, was donated to the
Philomath Foundation for the use by

Benton County Chapter Board Members
Please contact via bentoncoswa@gmail.com

President , Dave Ehlers
Program Director, Pat Boren
Secretary, Diana Blakney
Treasurer/Webmaster, Jane Brandenburg
Membership, Sarah Edwardsson
OSWA Liaison, Nancy Hathaway
TFOY Coordinator, Dave Hibbs
Education Chair, Rita Adams
Member at Large, Darrell Oakes
Member at Large, Dena Oakes
Member at Large, Ed Easterling

(541) 231-7094
(541) 929-2144
(541) 230-1248
(541) 929-5519
(541) 745-2062
(541) 758-5510
(541) 752-3245
(541) 752-3324
(541) 929-3858
(541) 929-3858
(541) 286-7860
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the Philomath High School Forestry
Department. Van Decker will tell the
history of the property and plans for
the future. There will be a walking
tour. Van will also cover “Establishing
a Growth Plot” and timber cruising for
those interested.
Wild Flowers of the Forest-May 8,
9:00 to Noon
Mike Albrecht will lead a tour and
identification of the many wild flowers
that make their home in our forest.
This will be a walking/hiking tour at a
location to be announced.
Birds of the Forest, May 15, 8:00Noon
Join Joel Geier on Ehlers’ J2E Tree
Farm in Hoskins for a bird walk, as we
take a leisurely stroll through the
woods listening, calling and viewing
our local bird population. Joel has
been keeping track of bird sightings in
Linn, Benton and Polk counties for
most of the past two decades with the
Audubon Society of Corvallis. He
also is regional editor for the Annual
National Audubon Christmas Bird
Count in Oregon and Nevada. We
will share practices and strategies to
encourage birds on your property.
Details to follow.
Contact person for tours is Pat Boren
at Borenwood99@gmail.com u

Did you Know?*
OSWA Members have access to unique
fire liability insurance options and discounts!
Owning your own forested property is rewarding and offers enormous benefits—a source of
income, a place to recreate, and a legacy to pass down through, among others. But owning
forestland carries great responsibility and potential liability, too. One such responsibility involves
FIRE —preventing it, suppressing it, and managing your forest operations to be fire-safe.

Responsibilities &
Requirements

control to extinguish and fire resulting
from an operation.
Ensure personnel are trained and
equipment is adequate to fight fire.

Under Oregon law, forest landowners
and operators are responsible to
control and extinguish wildfires on the
landowner’s land. The Oregon
Department of Forestry or local forest
protection association provides fire
fighting resources beyond those the
landowner or operator can provide.

When an operation causes a
fire, and the investigation
If the investigation determines that the determines that all applicable
regulations were followed,
landowner/operator did not follow the
rules—such as meeting fire watch
the landowner’s liability for
requirements or maintaining logging
fire suppression costs is
equipment in fire-safe condition—the
capped at $300,000.
landowner may receive the bill to pay

The landowner’s fire protection
responsibility is usually met by paying
a forest patrol assessment to the local
forest protection district. These
assessments are commonly paid as
part of your annual property tax
payments.
Your responsibility as landowner goes
beyond paying your annual
assessments.
Landowners must provide fire fighting
resources at the site of timber
harvest, road construction, slash
burning, and other forest operations.
By law, the landowner/operator must
make every reasonable effort to
suppress a wildfire resulting from an
operation.

The landowner/
operator must also:
--Obtain a Permit to Operate PowerDriven Machinery.
--Take all legally-required fire
prevention measures, such as
maintaining fire watch and the
appropriate fire tools during fire
season.
--Provide all available equipment and
personnel under landowner/operator

extra costs. In all cases, the
landowner suffers the loss of timber
and other resource damage caused
by the fire.

Total Liability

all the costs of fighting the fire. This
total liability can occur when:
--The origin or spread of the fire is the
result of landowner/operator
negligence, or A Notification of
Operation was not submitted for the
operation, or
--The landowner/operator fails to
make every reasonable effort to
extinguish the fire.
If total liability is established, the
landowner’s bill will include both
“district costs” to pay for the
resources provided by the local forest
protection association (even though
the landowner has already paid the
annual assessment for those
services), and the “extra costs” for
any additional resources, such as
contract crews or aircraft, brought in
to fight the fire.

Oregon’s law concerning fire and
landowner responsibilities are
complex. Contact your local Oregon
Department of Forestry office or forest
protection association for more
information. u
*From OSWA wesbsite

-See OSWA renewal info p. 16.
Beachies Creek Fire
Type 1 Helicoptor

Limited Liability
When an operation causes a fire, and
the investigation determines that all
applicable regulations were followed,
the landowner’s liability for fire
suppression costs is capped at
$300,000. The landowner is not held
responsible for any district costs, but
may be billed for up to $300,000 of
photo credit ODF
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Linn Chapter Scholars

What the G.A.C,
Roger Beyer,
and
OSWA Executive
Team
does for you!

(continued from p. 10)

Kimberly Ortiz. I am currently
attending Eastern Oregon’s Natural
Resources program, working towards my
Bachelor’s degree in Rangeland
Sciences. Thankfully, some classes at
EOU have been in person at least part
time, because of that I have access to the
school and all my amazing teachers. The
unusual situation has made it difficult in
some of my classes since, as a Junior, we
are unable to do labs or go to the fields
and forests for the topics central to my
degree.

by Wylda Cafferata
Lane SWA director

The current pandemic affected summer
internship plans, but I was able to work on
my parent’s farm in both the field and the
forest, while also working a summer job
with Natural Plant Products as a field
Kimberly Ortiz
scout. I was also able to find some time
to enjoy some gardening and preserving until the fires hit the Santiam
Canyon just under 20 miles from our home property and our farm was
covered in ash and smoke.
Being able to resume my studies, partially in person, on more focused
classes shows me that as a future rangeland ecologist I know that there will
always be a need for my profession. As I continue my studies, I get more
excited to enter that workforce every day.
In March, our Scholarship Committee, (Mary Brendle, Bud Baumgartner, one
of our graduated scholars, and Katie Kohl, but sadly no longer our long-time
supporter, Sherm Sallee) will be sending out applications for four renewable
$2,000 annual scholarships to Linn County graduates planning to major in
forestry or forestry-related Natural Resource courses at an Oregon college or
university. (Duel-enrollment programs such as LBCC and OSU are
encouraged.) Applications, due by May 14, are available from Linn Co. high
schools’ counseling departments and from kohl@proaxis.com. !

The acronym G.A.C. stands for
OSWA’s Government Advisory
Committee, and is composed of
volunteers from OSWA’s membership.
Roger Beyer is OSWA’s lobbyist to
the state legislature, and OSWA’s
executive team consists of our
executive directors Jim James and
Amy Jahnke, and our assistant
director Jeremy Felty. These are the
people who keep a close eye on bills
proposed to the Oregon Legislature
which affect how small woodland
owners manage their forest land.
Keeping this close eye is no easy
task. Every legislative session-and
we have one every year-an enormous
number of bills are proposed. For the
2021 session, over 3000 bills were
proposed. Roger Beyer checked
every one of those bills for its
relevance to small woodland owners.
Of these bills this year, he identified
110 bills to track. For each of these,
in conjunction with the executive team
and the GAC, he labeled each one as
bills to support, oppose, or monitor.
Such decisions are reached by
comparing the bills’ content to
OSWA’s legislative priorities, which
are established by the OSWA board
of directors and posted on the OSWA
website. Imagine if the responsibility
for identifying and following these bills
rested on each individual small
woodland owner. The job would
never be done.
(continued p. 15)
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Lincoln County Chapter News
by Peter Bregman, Lincoln County Chapter President
Jim Holt on Beaver Creek is Tree
Farmer of the Year for Lincoln
County SWA, 2021. The tour will be
on August 28, 2021. Tom Wiley and
Tim Miller will be organizing the
event.

Jim Holt
Lincoln County
TFOY

Prior to the tour on Aug 21, CJ
Steenkolk will work with Jim on OTFS
(Oregon Tree Farm System)
sustainable forest management plan
certification. Note that many certified
tree farmers need to recertify
periodically. CJ can provide help.
After graduating from OSU Forestry,
CJ served internships with Starker
Forestry and Weyerhaeuser Corp. !

OSWA Executive Team, Roger Beyer, GAC

photo credit Connie Holt

(continued from p. 14)

If the decision is made to support or oppose a particular bill, the
executive team mobilizes the membership to contact their
legislators and/or testify at hearings to advocate for OSWA’s
position. For example, this session, House Bill 2357 proposes
eliminating OFRI. Think of the value of OFRI to small woodland
owners: their webinars, their resource materials, their Discovery
Forest, their natural resource education provisions. Furthermore,
OFRI’s funding comes from a tax on harvested timber, not from
Oregon’s General Fund, so even though we fund OFRI, HB 2357 proposes to
eliminate the organization and re-direct our tax money into the General Fund.
Without the close eye of our legislative team, how many of us would have known
about this bill and organized to oppose it?
HB 2469 is an example of a bill our team supported successfully in the 2019
legislature. It allows counties to permit a second dwelling on forest land for a family
member to assist the landowner and help facilitate succession planning. OSWA
amplified small woodland owners’ voices for successful passage.
Many of us value our OSWA membership for neighbor-to-neighbor tours, for
friendship and fellowship with fellow woodland owners, for the possibility of
international tours, for the many educational opportunities, even in pandemic times. We need to
remember to value our membership as well for the work our executive team and the GAC does for
us. Any one of us can be on the GAC, which meets regularly by phone during the legislative
sessions. Just call Jeremy Felty at 503-588-1813 and he will send you the call-in number you
need. But even if you don’t join the calls, you can be sure the GAC is looking out for your welfare.
That is comforting to know. !

The Bark is published
quarterly with 595 copies
printed.
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Corvallis, OR. 97333

Don't miss out!
If you have not renewed your
membership with OSWA, this will be
your last issue of The Quarterly Bark.
Remember reading interesting stories
from your fellow woodland owners?
Taking part in a workshop, tour, or
webcast you saw in The Bark?
Finding a new contractor or supplier?
Learning about tree health, tax issues,
or other timely topics?

Stay up to date with the rest of
us, and renew today!
To renew your OSWA membership, go
to:
https://www.oswa.org/blog/product/
oswa-regular-membership/

(503) 588-1813 !
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