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Linn Chapter
Firestorm Quotes
2020
Bonnie Marshall, Sublimity
resident with family timber
holdings in Linn County:

Joe Holmberg, retired
certified forester, former
FEMA worker, tree farmer

It has been a hellish couple days! I
evacuated to Portland Tuesday
morning (Sept. 8) with my 92-year old
mom. We are staying with my sister
and her husband. Our place in
Sublimity is a Level 2, but literally
across the road is Level 3. Lance is
still at home with the truck packed
and ready to go.

My first job out of high school was a
wildland firefighter with CalFire. That
was followed by two summers with
the Plumas National Forest while in
college. I have continued to play
close attention to wildfires and their
role on our western landscape more
recently, as well as their connection
to forest health. Indigenous peoples
used fire as a tool. David Douglas on
his journey through the Willamette
Valley in autumn 1832 wrote:
“Everything is burnt except for green
along the rivulets.” As the pioneers
occupied the land, fire was excluded
leading to a buildup of fuel and when
fire did occur, particularly with winds,
burn severity increased. Now, with
multitudes occupying the wildlandurban interface, ignition chances are
almost limitless. When I saw the
weather forecast on Sunday (Sept.
6), I remarked that another Tillamook
Burn situation could occur. That
prediction proved true and then
some. Fire is a given in the dry
summers of our Mediterranean

The area up the Santiam Canyon is
where I grew up. So many
heartbreaking stories and footage of
family, friends and people I've known
forever who have lost everything.
The news just keeps trickling in.
Never in my wildest nightmares could
I have imagined this! We have lost a
lot of timberland to one extent or
another, but that just doesn't compare
to the loss of lives, homes,
businesses, whole communities: the
foundations of vivid childhood
memories. Some people will rebuild,
communities will rebuild from a
foundation strong with tradition. The
ties will be there, but they will be
different.
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ODF
Fire Report
September 20
2020
We are closely monitoring 10 major
fires in Oregon, down from 17
originally (see table below for
details). Fires are removed from the
list when they are 100% lined and
fire managers are confident in their
progress toward containment.
There are more than 7,500
personnel assigned to these fires,
not including many of the
government employees,
landowners, forestland operators,
and members of the community who
are contributing every day. There
have been resources from 39 states
and multiple Canadian provinces in
this fight alongside Oregonians.
About 1 million acres have burned
in Oregon since the start of this
year, which is nearly double the
10-year average of approximately
557,811.
You can also check out the weekend
fire status update video from Chief
of Fire Protection Doug Grafe.

(continued p. 7)

Fire tracking maps:
Northwest Interagency
Coordination Center (NWCC):
https://gacc.nifc.gov/nwcc/
information/firemap.aspx

A Joint Publication
of the Benton, Lane,
Lincoln, & Linn
County Chapters
of the Oregon
Small Woodlands
Association

ODF Fire Report
(continued from p. 1)

The
Quarterly
Bark

Please note: The acres burned
estimates above are based on
very limited information available.
These numbers will change over
the next several days, in some
cases significantly. We will be
taking every opportunity to map
these fires. Fire maps are an
important tool for both ongoing
response operations and keeping
people informed.

More information:
ODF wildfire blog and Significant
Fire Potential Map
Northwest Coordination Center –
Regional Update and National
Situation Report
Inciweb Information on
individual incidents
u

The Quarterly Bark is soliciting photos related to the recent fires
for the next issue. Email photos to the editor at
quarterly.clark@peak.org.
Please include a caption and photo credit.

Published four times a year in
January, April, July, and October
Editor: Rich Clark
PO Box 427
Independence, OR. 97351
541-740-8380
quarterly.clark@peak.org
Letters to the editor accepted, but
may be edited for content and length.
The views and/or opinions herein
expressed may not necessarily be the
opinion of Benton, Lane, Lincoln, or
Linn County members, or the editor.
A quarterly publication of
the Benton, Lane, Lincoln
and Linn County Chapters
of the Oregon Small
Woodlands Association
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Order Seedlings Now
Order seedlings early
to improve your choices,
and to assure planting
appropriate species.

OSU Extension Online Calendars
Benton, Linn, and Polk Extension events:
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/benton/forestry-naturalresources
Sign up for the Compass and Needle mailing list
to receive an email notice when an event is scheduled.

Order seedlings now!

Contact Jody Einerson:
jody.einerson@oregonstate.edu
541-713-5000

Lane Extension events:
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/lane/upcoming-classes-events
Contact Lauren Grand:
lauren.grand@oregonstate.edu
541-579-2150

Upcoming Events
The Partnership for Forestry Education will present Tree School Online
classes.
Registration Required: https://knowyourforest.org/TreeSchoolOnline
Date and time: The 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month, until June 15,
2021, from 3 – 4:30 pm.
Cost: Free
Current list of scheduled classes:
October 6- Tammy Cushing: “Thinking About the Future of Your Forest:
Passing It Onto the Next Owner”
October 20- David Diaz and Sara Loreno: “Making Maps for
Management Planning”
November 3 – Guillermo Giannico: “Fish Habitat and Riparian
Management”
November 17- Charles Lefevre: “Diamonds Under the Douglas-Fir”
Benton-Linn Woodland Information Night: October 28, 6 pm. See p. 13
for details.
Benton Chapter mini-tours: TBA. See p. 13 for details.

Oregon wildfire survivors
If you sustained uninsured losses or damage due to wildfires beginning
September 7, 2020, you may be eligible for disaster aid.
Federal funds are available to help eligible individuals recover from
wildfire in Clackamas, Douglas, Jackson, Klamath, Lane, Lane, Lincoln,
Linn, and Marion counties.
To apply, call 1-800-621-FEMA (3362)
TTY, call 1-800-462-7585
711 or Video Relay Service, call 1-800-621-FEMA (3362)
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Lane County Chapter News
President's Update
Fall 2020
What a Year!!! With the COVID-19
pandemic impacting our lives from
early in the year, September found us
facing a record-setting fire season for
Oregon, which many of us have never
experienced. Just in Lane County we
have experienced intense fire
conditions and damage that is
affecting many of our small woodland
owners. In August, we had the Sweet
Creek fire out of Mapleton, and by
September we found ourselves
engulfed in a sizeable fire just east of
Springfield up the McKenzie River, the
Holiday Farm Fire. The intensity of
these fires has impacted our rural
communities, and many of our small
woodland owners will be dealing with
the damage caused by the fires. I
personally send my best wishes to all
affected by the fires and encourage all
members of Lane County Small
Woodlands Association to support
them in any way possible. Fall is
going to bring about many challenges.
As I addressed in the July issue of the
Quarterly Bark, the COVID-19
pandemic created many issues for
OSWA as well as our LCSWA chapter.
We faced many restrictions imposed
by the governor that limited the size of
gatherings for events both indoors

Gary Jensen, Lane County Chapter President

and outdoors. OSWA canceled the
annual meeting scheduled for
Springfield and set up a virtual
meeting to conduct association
business. On-the-ground tours have
been canceled, and chapters have
been going through a process to hold
virtual events for outreach to
members of the association. LCSWA
has been doing the same and closely
working with Lane County Extension
Service to provide courses and
support for our members with virtual
training sessions. One such event is
on September 30 and is a video
session on forest thinning, presented
by Steve & Wylda Cafferata and
Gordon Culbertson. Our chapter is
struggling with how to communicate
with and provide information to its
members. We have cancelled the
quarterly board meeting scheduled for
September and are uncertain as to
what we will be doing for our annual
meeting, normally scheduled for early
January. We may have to cancel it
and look for an opportunity later in the
year, or hold a virtual meeting. Let
your board members know if you have
any ideas as to what you would
prefer. Your feedback is greatly
appreciated and we will keep you
updated.
OSWA is also in a state of change.

Lane County Chapter
Board of Directors
Gary Jensen, President

treegary@aol.com
(541) 935-8653
Dick Beers, V.P./Membership Chair
rbeers2606@comcast.net
(541) 729-2516
Mike Atkinson, Treasurer
(541) 344-4991
1964coyote1963@gmail.com
Connie Atkinson, Web Page Coordinator
mac3853@gmail.com
Tom Bauman
linsayga@peak.org
(541) 746-8990
Wylda Cafferata, Secretary
wyldac@gmail.com
(541) 937-3114
Gordon Culbertson
ggce@aol.com
(541) 285-3288
Rick Olson
rolson2@attglobal.net
(541) 997-3792
Alan Peterson
4agpete@gmail.com
(541) 954-1860
Chuck Volz
chuckvolz67@gmail.com
(541) 746-6361
Dan Menk, ODF Forester (541) 935-2283 ext. 230
Daniel.J.MENK@oregon.gov
Lauren Grand, OSU Extension
(541) 579-2150
lauren.grand@oregonstate.edu
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The Executive Director, Jim James, is
retiring and currently a search is
ongoing for his replacement. This
leadership transition presents
challenges and our state board is
dealing with them. A forthcoming
major issue will be how to cover
OSWA’s operational costs. Proposals
are being considered to increase
membership as well as a possible
dues increase. Stay tuned. Actions
will be coming up in the near future.
Once again, make your opinion
known and let the officers know what
you think.
A positive is that our log markets have
seen a rebound and current
conditions have moved log prices for
Douglas-fir mill logs into the $750/mbf
range. Mills are once again
purchasing logs and have
experienced an increase in demand
for construction lumber. With our
current fire season mills will be
experiencing challenges with log
supply lines. This challenge may lead
to opportunities for those of us with
access to our forest lands and have
an interest in harvesting, if the price is
right.Stay tuned and hope for the
best. We will endure the season and
patiently wait for the future.
(continued p. 5)

(continued from p. 4)

As LCSWA continues to wrestle with
the pandemic and the active fires we
are experiencing in Lane County, we
struggle with what can be done for
our members. Currently all tours that
were scheduled have been canceled
and we don’t see any taking place
until 2021. One positive activity has
been Oregon State Extension
Services taking on training sessions
and offering online classes covering
all phases of forest management,
including tree schools throughout the
state. Should you be interested in
any of the sessions, I strongly
suggest you contact Lauren Grand at
Extension for scheduled events or go
to Extension’s web page. I would
also encourage you to follow LCSWA
on its Facebook page. Thanks to
Kate McMichael and T Hauser, our
Facebook page has been updated
and provides you a platform to post
activities on your forest, as well as
ask questions and receive information
from others.
With OSWA’s financial woes, if you
have not paid your OSWA dues for
the year, please do. Your
membership is critical to OSWA’s
success in providing you the support
and information so critical to
managing your forest lands. Thanks
for your past involvement in our
association.
Lane County Upcoming Events:
Sept. 30, Wednesday virtual
presentation on thinning techniques Register through OSU Extension’s
leaflet - or Contact Lauren Grand.

Next quarterly Board Meeting: Dec
2020 - Date to be set, currently we
are uncertain as to a specific day.
Take care and enjoy your forest. We
look forward to seeing you at
LCSWA’s upcoming events and our
heart goes out to all who have been
impacted by the local fires.
Gary Jensen, LCSWA Chair u

Meet Lane County's Tree
Farmer of the Year
Sara Leiman!
Lane County Small Woodlands
Association is proud to announce that
Coast Range Conifers LLC, with Sara
Leiman as general manager and coowner, is Lane County’s Tree Farmer
of the Year. The Oregon Tree Farm
System, in conjunction with the
Oregon Small Woodlands
Association, selects a tree farmer
each year from each county who
exemplifies outstanding forest
management.
Coast Range Conifers LLC’s familyowned land, located west of Junction
City in the Coast Range, has been in
the family since Sara’s grandfather
purchased it in the 1920s. The

primary objectives are growing and
harvesting timber for profit, and
keeping the working forest in the
family for succeeding generations.
Other objectives include protection
from insect, disease, and fire; and
meeting or exceeding the standards
of the Oregon Forest Practice Act to
ensure forest health and
sustainability.
Sara is an active forest manager who
works with family members,
consulting foresters, and contractors
on a host of management activities,
from logging to road maintenance to
planting to mapping laminated root rot
pockets, just to name a few. Her
nephew, Ed Cummings is CRC, LLC’s
operations manager.
Sara is a founding member of
WOWnet, Women Owning
Woodlands Network, and has served
on both the Lane and Benton County
Small Woodlands Associations
Boards, as well as the Oregon Forest
Resources Institute Board , the
Committee for Family Forest Lands,
and the West Lane and West Oregon
Forest Protective Association Boards.
She is a Master Woodland Manager
who volunteers with OSWA in ways
too numerous to count.
Sara and her family’s business set a
grand example of forestry leadership.
Lane County Small Woodlands
Association welcomes Sara as our
2020 Tree Farmer of the Year! u

The 2021 annual meeting is currently
uncertain at this time due to restriction
imposed by the governor. We are
looking for solutions and are open to
suggestions.
Lane County Extension Forester:
Lauren Grand – Lauren can be
reached through the Eugene Office
for Extension Service.
996 Jefferson St
Phone: 541 579-2150
Eugene, OR 97402
email:
lauren.grand@oregonstate.edu
The extension link for more
information on upcoming events:
https://beav.es/44g

Coast Range Conifers, LLC
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Linn County Chapter News
Firestorms overtake tree grower's thoughts
Lee Peterman, Linn County Chapter President

Fall is usually a contemplative time.
The leaves begin to change color,
one hopes the temperature will
moderate so that one can complete
the summer tasks and worries to take
on a different set of chores and
prepare for the coming winter.
Originally, the topic of this article was
on inevitable seasonal change and
how, if one is observant and
proactive, one can see changes
coming and prepare to meet them. I
had begun to write this article before
the “unprecedented” — as in, much
earlier-in-the-year-wind event turned
the west side of the state in to a
charred cinder. Hyperbole? Not so
much. As I write this, the sky outside
my window is a surreal, dull, sepiaorange. The sun is a blood-red ball
and the ash is falling so thickly that
my CoCoRaHS/Oregon Season
Tracker rain gauge has 0.03" of
"Santiam Complex" (Beachie Creek/
Lyons/Mill City) wildfire residue
collected in the tube. At this moment,
the air quality is so bad, it's listed as
"hazardous" to breathe and all
recommendations are to severely
limit one's exposure to its effects. (It
is, in fact, quite eerily reminiscent of
the afternoon of and days after the
volcanic eruption of Mt. St. Helens in
May of 1980.)

“The truth is not always
beautiful, nor beautiful
words the truth.”
― Lao Tzu
The new-normal climatic changes are
here, readily visible for those who
have clear enough vision and care
enough to look at what is happening
with the weather and how the Earth's
climate is now directly affecting so
many of the OSWA membership
across our state. It doesn't matter
whether some OSWA members don't
“buy” the argument because of their
political views; the scientific data
collected does not care what one
thinks — it just goes on, producing
more and clearer data showing the
consistently upward trends of
temperature and the effects it has
upon all of us. Every year is hotter
than the last — evidence of droughtstricken Douglas-fir from longer, drier
summers; beetle infestations from
warmer, wetter winters; fire season
arriving earlier and staying longer —
with subsequent heartbreakingly
devastating effects. Some folks will

never “see” it, but the effects are
here, now, and everyone and
everything — their trees as well as
their land is affected.
On a lighter note; as Linn chapter
president, one of the more pleasant
duties attached to the title is that I get
to recognize members for their
outstanding achievements. I would
like to take a moment to recognize
and nominate Bonnie and Lance
Marshall, as Linn Chapter Volunteers
of the Year 2020 for the hard work
and dedication leading the Linn
County Seedling Sale. Many kudos
are owed to Bonnie and Lance, Linn
Chapter is proud of and thankful for
their efforts.

"The first law of ecology is
that everything is related
to everything else."
-- Barry Commoner

To begin wrapping up, the “Changing
of the Guard” is occurring with the
new year — Tim Otis will be
advancing into the president's
position. I will be (gratefully) stepping
away from the podium and handing
off the 'gavel', so to speak.
I ask, nay, implore members of the
Linn County chapter to step-up and
seek a spot on the board of directors.
Please consider this request
seriously, the board cannot function
and properly represent the needs of
the chapter without members willing
to give some of their time and talent
back to the group. One doesn't need
a special 'skill set' to be a director,
just be willing to show up, be present
and help out with the tasks and
discussions which arise.
Lastly, stay safe; the COVID
pandemic, as well as wildfires still
rage, be mindful of ways to mitigate
both challenges. u
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Linn Chapter firestorm quotes
(continued from p. 1)

climate. Land owners can take steps,
like pruning and clearing, to reduce
fire vulnerability along roads and
around structures, but not much will
prevent damage from mega-fires.
Those interested in some historical
megafires might like to read “Under a
Flaming Sky” by Daniel James Brown
about the Minnesota firestorm of 1894
and “The Big Burn” by Timothy Egan
about the 1910 Idaho fires.

Sherm Sallee, past Linn
County Small Woodlands
Association director,
Bark Editor Emeritus, forest
property owner
Since Sept. 8, I have been
participating in a twice-daily
teleconference with forest landowners

from both, the Linn and Eastern Lane
Forest Protective Associations, the
Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF)
South Cascade District Forester and
the Sweet Home and Eastern Lane
Unit Foresters.
During these teleconferences, we are
briefed on the fire situation and what
is being done to mitigate the fire. We
discuss how the land owners can
provide support to ODF with
personnel and equipment. Land
owners also coordinate actions they
are taking on their own lands to help
control the fire. I have always believed
that membership in the local Forest
Protective Association was very
important to all forest land owners.
This is emphasized during an
emergency situation such as the
current fire season.
The Holiday Farm Fire in Lane and
Linn County is of special interest to

Linn County Chapter Officers
President
Vice Pres
Secretary
Treasurer
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director

Lee Peterman
Tim Otis
Jonathan Christie
Shirley Holmberg
Jim Cota
Jane Hufford-Strom
Larry Mauter
Bonnie Marshall
Sherman Weld

541-223-3935
541-619-4918
503-394-3192
541-259-3963
541-367-3232
541-367-7054
805-400-8552
503-769-6510
541-367-5386

petey711@hotmail.com
Timothy.otis7@gmail.com
christie@smt-net.com
vestis3@gmail.com
osomauter3@att.net
bonniem@wvi.com
slweld569@centurytel.net

Standing Committees
Membership Jim Merzenich
Activities
Lee Peterman
TFOY
Joe Holmberg
Education
Fay Sallee
Seedling Sale Bonnie Marshall
Scholarship Katie Kohl
Linn Deputy Brian Hardy

541-466-5004
541-223-3935
541-259-3963
541-451-5322
503-769-6510
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503-591-5933

jim@oakbqsin.com
petey711@hotmail.com
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bonniem@wvi.com
kohl@proaxis.com
bhardy@linnsheriff.org
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us. We have family living in the fire
area that had to evacuate. The status
of their home is unknown. Also, our
family has around 60 acres of forest
land on the Linn and Lane line that is
near, or in the fire boundary. This
property has noble fir that we used for
Christmas boughs. It has about
500,000 board feet of timber. If we
have lost this timber, we will need to
get it reforested as soon as possible.

Jim and Karen Merzenich
Oak Basin Tree Farm,
Jim is a director and past
president of LCSWA
The Holiday Farm fire is affecting us.
Holiday Farm is a resort on the
McKenzie River near the ignition
point. I just hope we never have a
mega-fire named the “Oak Basin Farm
Fire.”
The fire started on Labor Day and
quickly expanded to 30,000 acres with
east winds. By the morning of Sept. 9
the burned acreage was 105,000. By
Sept. 12, it's around 156,000 acres.
The western boundary of the fire
changed very little last night as the
wind died down and changed to a
westerly flow. There is now some
movement of the fire toward Holley
and Sweet Home to the northeast.
Yesterday a small fire directly east of
us and near Crawfordsville appeared
on the fire map. This fire has been
extinguished.
(continued p. 8)

(continued from p. 7)

mckenziefire for Lane County and

We lost power late Monday and were
in the dark all day Tuesday. The
darkness prevented us from putting
together a puzzle next to our normally
bright picture window. The dense
smoke layer cooled the temperature —
which is good since we cannot safely
open windows. Friday Sept. 11 the
high was 71 degrees and it felt cold
this morning. The weather service
reports that the air temperature above
this smoke blanket was over 90. The
projected high yesterday had been 98
degrees. The strong cooling effect of
dense smoke amazed me. Nuclear
winter anyone?

www.linnsheriff.org/
fire_live_updates_sept_2020/ for Linn
County.

Historically large fires in the West
Cascades have occurred in the late
summer and have been driven by dry
east winds. The Silverton fire in 1865
burned nearly a million and the Yacolt
fire in 1912 burned around 500,000
acres. More recently the B&B fire
burned 90,000 acres in 2003 along the
Cascade crest. This fire was headed
toward Marion forks when the east
winds abruptly stopped and changed
to a westerly flow. The active fires in
the Northwest Oregon Cascades now
total over 610,000 acres which far
exceeds any year in the past century.
They were all driven by strong and dry
east winds. They are largely a
consequence of extreme weather, an
abundance of fuel following a wet
spring, and the fact that people now
live in areas that historically burned.
Our farm is in the dry foothills abutting
the valley. I have always worried about
a fire starting along our western
boundary. I never dreamed that we
would be threatened by a mega-fire
coming from the east.
We were packed and ready to go on
Sept. 10 but the threat seems to have
lessened. Several of our Linn, Lane,
and Marion County tree farm members
have evacuated and some have been
burned out. Keep your fingers crossed
and say your prayers at night. We are
alive and well. u

Please continue to monitor cell
phones, landlines, local media and
official information sources for
evacuation updates. Fire managers
request that the public please avoid
the area. Fire crews continue to make
excellent progress around the 260-mile
perimeter of the fire. Heavy mop-op
operations are underway in several
throughout the fire. While the terrain,
combined with the recent thunderstorm
showers, has posed challenges for fire
crews to gain direct access to the fire’s
edge, they are taking advantage of the
cooler weather to tighten up fire lines
and keep the main fire from spreading
much further.
A primary focus today will be near and
around HJ Andrews Experimental
Forest just outside the northeast
corner of the fire’s edge. Depending on
weather, smoke and cloud cover,
firefighters may be aided by a Type 1
helicopter capable of dispensing up to
3,000 gallons of water with each drop.
A total of seven helicopters will be
available throughout the fire area if
needed.
Roads remain closed in the fire area
and much of the Willamette National
Forest (WNF) and Northwest Oregon
District BLM. For more information on
closures on the WNF visit:
https://www.fs.usda.gov/alerts/
willamette/alerts-notices/?aid=61574
For more info visit:
https://www.blm.gov/press-release/
extreme-fire-activity-prompts-closurebureau-land-management-landsnorthwestern-oregon
u

Linn County TFOY
(continued from p. 9)

She has been in the past five years
diligently working collecting native
seed from various sources.
Started in small pots she has
separated and replanted species into
larger pots over the summers. A
rough estimate is more than 1,000
plants are now ready to go into wet
prairie/native habitat. Her favorite
season at Bogwood, she said, is
spring “to see what is popping up.”
Peterman joined OSWA in 2014 after
attending a “Howdy Neighbor” tour of
the Avery property.
“I saw the benefit of the collective
knowledge and experience through
the other members,” he said. “I was
inspired following the hike through
old-growth hemlock and Douglas-fir
to emulate a managed forest for
wildlife habitat.”
A helping hand for Bogwood has
been extended from federal NRCS
programs, something that is available
to other tree farmers seeking to
enhance their land.
“The programs have given us a plan
and timeline, as well as financial
assistance and practical knowledge
in identifying and eradicating invasive
species and how to enhance the wet
prairie and forest habitats,” said
Peterman.
“That guidance, combined with OSU
Extension and ODF Foresters, has
enabled us to work efficiently and get
us to where we are now — from a
literal deficit on forestry knowledge in
our previous lives-before-Bogwood,”
he said. u

Burnout
Operation
Lionshead Fire
photo credit ODF

Holiday Farm Fire
Update--ODF

Linn County woodlands
news is updated regularly
at linncountyswa.org.
Take a look.

Springfield, Ore. – For more
information on current evacuation
levels, visit www.lanecounty.org/
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Linn seedling sale
slated for
February 6
By Bonnie Marshall,
LCSWA director

The Linn County Small Woodlands
Association will host its 26th annual
seedling sale at the Linn County Fair
and Expo Center in Albany on
Saturday, Feb. 6, 2021. There may
be some changes this year in the
format of the seedling sale due to
COVID-19 restrictions, but Linn
County Fair and Expo Center staff has
expressed its willingness to work with
us to accommodate for those
changes.
Meeting on Sept. 3, the LCSWA board
of directors backed continuing the
sale with the support of 4-H member
families as well as providing space for
the “Local Woods Fair” and
educational demonstrations, with
COVID safety measures included.
Volunteers from membership and 4-H
families assemble pre-orders on
Friday before the sale.
The annual seedling sale supports the
chapter’s university and 4-H forestry
scholarships.
Start thinking about your spring
planting needs. We will have our
usual great selection of conifer and
deciduous seedlings and native plant
seedlings. We will do our absolute
best to provide you with seedlings you
will be happy with.
Watch for the pre-order information
packet to be emailed to you in mid to
late November. It will also be
available by Dec. 1 on our website:
linncountyswa.org under the “LCSWA
Activities” tab. If you would like to be
added to our email (or snail mail) list
or sign up to help, please contact
Bonnie Marshall at
bonniem@wvi.com or 503 769-6510.
We encourage you to submit your preorder early. Though we try to
anticipate needs, we have limited
supplies of seedlings from the
nurseries and do occasionally sell out
prior to the sale day. u

TFOY couple caters to critters
By Larry Mauter, LCSWA director

Lee Peterman and Shirley Jolliff have
been busy shepherding 80 cut-over
acres they purchased in 2013. They
have come to love a place they call
Bogwood — located near the Roaring
River County Park.
In 2020, they are the Linn County
Tree Farmers of the Year and will be
honored at next summer’s Oregon
Small Woodlands Association annual
meeting.
“We view ourselves as stewards of
the land and the creatures that dwell
on it,” said Peterman, “meaning that
we are restoring the native plants and
providing shelter and haven for the
pollinators, birds, reptiles, mammals
and every animal that lives here, big
and small.”
Joe Holmberg, who coordinates
TFOY activities for the Linn chapter,
said Bogwood illustrates the varied
scenarios facing small woodlands
owners.
“They are focused on re-establishing
their wet prairie habitat,” he said of
Bogwood. “That is what I like about
tree farmers. Each story is unique.
Last year it was the Otis family with
their tree farm property in their family
since 1854. The year before, it was
the Welds with their tree farm atop a
9

former dump,” Holmberg said.
Peterman is currently wrapping up a
two-year term as the chapter
president. The couple was chosen in
the past as chapter volunteers of the
year. They are also active in other
organizations including the Scio
library, South Santiam Watershed
Council and the Willamette Valley
Ponderosa Pine Association.
Peterman is president of the
watershed council.
At Bogwood, power is all electric, with
7 kw of solar panels powering home,
electric vehicle, tools and even a
sawmill on site.
Peterman has done the majority of
eradicating invasive species, (English
hawthorn/Scotch broom/blackberry)
and thinning of the Douglas-fir and
Valley ponderosa pine to release
Oregon white oak and other native
hardwoods.
“Shirley has helped some with that,”
said Peterman, “and collected
hundreds of seeds from dozens of
native species and raised the native
pollinators and forbs that are going to
be planted and seeding within the
wetland prairie.”
(continued p. 8)

Lincoln County Chapter News
President's Message
By Peter Bregman, Lincoln Co. SWA President

Are things around us changing? Or
am I just getting old, or is it me that is
changing? For the 3rd time this year,
we had to cancel our annual meeting
and tour in Waldport. You were all
invited, and it could have been a great
meeting with everything organized
ready for that event.
The first two meetings were cancelled
because of the Corona virus; on
September 10, it was canceled on the
recommendation of the Board with the
pressure of the fire all around us and
an air quality factor of over 500, rated
“very poor and unhealthy”. In addition,
and maybe the straw that broke
camel’s back, was that wind brought
down a 200+ year old Spruce right

across the main tree farm road. Still
able to use another open road to get
to either side of that humongous tree.
That loss is insignificant compared to
what has been lost by many of you,
and our heart goes out to you. If you
have a question about where to find
help, contact Dan Stark
at Dan.Stark@oregonstate.edu,
who can refer you to where there is
help to be found for your situation.
Just a comment about my experience
of belonging to OSWA, is that we
together do have a voice in our tree
farm future and the reason we want to
stay and unite together as those that
move here from other states and
settle in the urban towns, keep picking

little by little at the resources that are
part of our tree farms, and without just
compensation.
Jim James has been our spokesman
for many years and was instrumental
in slowing down that process, we all
own him a thanks and trust that we
can find a replacement that will have
that drive to keep our presence in
Salem. Our membership dues are
what helps provide the money in
obtaining and keeping a quality
person to carry that load, requiring
those skills and knowledge.

We only have one
world......
This fire season should alert us as to
what and who cause these fires, most
of them are caused by human errors.
Bob Zybach PHD in environmental
sciences from OSU, in one of his
dissertation research he titled “The
Great Fires”: Indian burning and the
catastrophic forest fire patterns of the
Oregon Coast Range of 1491-1951,
are the right years in which the coastal
range got scourged!!! His articles are
very appropriate for our current
situation in the education of historic
fire as to why we got where we are
today.
The link referred below will give you
access to his article about fire history
and forest management, in case you
want to learn more about the
complexity of fire prevention. Andy
Kittel is the one that knows a lot about
Bob’s works in that field and he will be
happy to steer you in the right
directions to find the answers.

Lincoln County Chapter Board Members
President
Past Pres.
Vice Pres.
Treasurer
Secretary
Membership
Board mem.
Board mem.
Board mem.
Board mem.
Board mem.
Board mem.

Peter M. Bregman
Joe Steere
Joe Steenkolk
Jan Steenkolk
Judy Pelletier
Nick Dahl
Steven Allan
Jim Holt
Andy Kittel
Tom Wiley
Tim Miller
Pami Monnette

541-563-6428 pmbregman@msn.com
503-879-5717 jsteere@miami-corp.com
541-875-1541 jjs@casco.net
541-875-1541 jjs@casco.net
541-336-3855 jpelleti@charter.net
541-270-1359 n.dahldisposalservice.com
541-994-7117 oregonarmed@msn.com
541-563-4213
541-961-6461 apk1944@gmail.com
541-336-2268 coyote@peak.org
541-444-1088 tmillerfarms@gmail.com
541-283-5119 Pamela.Monnette
@oregonstate.edu
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http://nwmapsco.com/ZybachB/
Articles/Magazines/
Oregon_Fish_&_Wildlife_Journal/
index.html
With all that has happened this year, I
hope for that the political climate will
change to one of working together for
the good of all and determine what is
the proper course of balance for all.
The urban and farm communities, fish
and wildlife. We only have one world,
with the growth of the population
there will be less space for each.
(continued p. 11)

President's Report

(from p. 10)

Evolution is not a thing of the past, it is
still present today. Species have come
and gone because of climate changes,
that process will continue. We need to
stop wasting the resources of the future
generations.
Together we can find the solutions if we
put the interest for “ALL”, above special
interest first.
Share the cost in doing so.

Riverside Fire La Dee Flats
Eager: The Surprising Secret
Life of Beavers and
Why They Matter
By Ben Goldfarb
Reviewed by Wylda Cafferata

Are beavers cute, waddling waterrodents whose tails flap resoundingly
in wilderness lakes and streams, or
are they pesky critters who block
culverts, eat trees, and flood roads
and pastures? Whatever your
current opinion of beavers, you may
change it if you read Eager.
This book, recommended by the
Washington State 2019 Tree Farmer
of the Year, David New, in his virtual
tour of his tree farm, is
comprehensively informative. Its ten
chapters cover the evolution of the
beaver, a description of the beaver
life cycle, their tremendous impact
on American ecological history, the
effects of wide-spread 19th century
trapping, multiple attempts to
reinstate beavers in ways foresters,
farmers and ranchers find
acceptable (including many
examples of projects), the
relationship between beavers and
wolves, European beavers, and,
finally, how beavers can complete
stream restoration work more costeffectively and efficiently than
humans. All this information is
presented in highly readable, prizewinning prose that makes the 247

u

photo credit ODF

pages fun to read. Really careful
readers will enjoy the addition of 21
pages of footnotes, and there is
detailed index as well.
My major take-away from this book
is that beavers are a keystone
species, and humans would be wise
to re-establish them as engineers
and architects of our riparian areas.
You may not reach the same
conclusion, but by the end of the
book you will have met
fascifascinating characters and know
a lot more about the rodent with
whom we share our environment. u
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Water drafting
photo credit ODF

Benton County Chapter News
Dave Ehlers, Benton Chapter president

Increasing landowner engagement in Oregon: Where do we start?
We have all read and heard about
the urgency of growing
membership in OSWA, but do we
fully understand the numbers of
needed new members: 100 to fund
2021, 100 to fund 2022, and 75 to
fund 2023. This assumes 100%
retention of present members, and
2021 is only four months away.
COVID-19 has precluded Neighbor
to Neighbor Tours and almost all
chapter and state activities. The
normal recruitment mechanisms
are out of play. Nonetheless,
chapters are preparing recruitment
mail-outs and enticements to enroll
new members.
What else can we do? We need
to think outside of the box and
identify our target audience,
contact them, demonstrate our
value and then sign them up. Let’s
start with the U.S. Forest Service
National Woodland Owner Survey
2011-13* (2016), which is aimed at
increasing the understanding of
private forest owners. The
following is a summary of the
Oregon landowner responses.
So, who are Oregon’s Family
Forest Owners? OSWA presently
has about 1560 members or 4% of
the 44,000 Family Forest
ownerships recorded in 2013.
Therefore, over 96% of family
forest owners are not members of
OSWA.
• 85% were 55-74 years old
• 88% had been to college or had
attained degrees
• 56% were retired
• 80% purchased their property, &
20% inherited
• 16% had owned their land < 10
years; 49% for 10-24 years

What do they cherish?
Reasons for owning forests in
Oregon:
• Beauty 81%
• Privacy 77%

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Primary residence 76%
Nature & biodiversity 70%
Wildlife habitat 66%
Succession 57%
Water protection 57%
Recreation & hunting 46%
Timber products 32%
Firewood 23%
Other forest products 4%

What are their concerns?
Oregon ownership concerns:
• Trespass & poaching 93%
• Wildfire 88%
• Misuse (e.g. dumping) 87%
• Insects & disease 73%
• Water pollution 69%
• Invasive plants 68%
• Succession 65%
• Property taxes 64%
• Off-road vehicle noise &
damage 55%
• Air pollution 53%
• Climate change 49%
• Drought 46%

What tree farm activities do they
undertake?
Forest activities over the previous
5 years:
Timber harvest 54%
Invasive species treatment 53%
Decrease fire hazard 51%
Improve wildlife habitat 34%
Construct or maintain roads
32%
• Construct or maintain trails 19%
•
•
•
•
•

Do they want advice? What do
they want to know? How do they
like advice presented?
Respondents of the survey that
sought advice over the previous 5
years: 40%
Topics:
• Fire safety 68%
•
•
•
•

Insect or plant disease 43%
Timber production 41%
Conservation 39%
Wildlife 14%

Preferred method to receive forest
management information:
• Written 53%
• Visit tree farm 42%
• Talk to someone 41%
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• Conference or workshop 23%
• Internet 17%
• Owners that did not need
information or advice 20%

What don’t they know?
Owners were asked about their
familiarity with cost share programs
and 73% replied slight or none.
31% of respondents had
participated in cost share programs
and 67% had not.
Owners were also asked about
their familiarity with forestry related
property tax programs and 63%
replied slight or none. 30% of
respondents had participated in
forestry related property tax
programs and 70% had not.
What did we learn? Oregon’s
family forest owners have a diverse
set of priorities, concerns, and
plans for their forests. They want
advice and prefer multimodality
teaching methods. Increased
participation in cost share
programs and forestry related
property tax programs may
increase our value to unengaged
landowners.
What else? Are we doing enough
to tap into the social benefits of our
organization?
“We humans are a social
species… We are given to
gathering and communing in
familiar groups. Belonging, our
capacity and need for empathy,
compassion and communication, is
in our DNA.” (Saul Levine M.D.
www.psychologytoday.com)
Next steps: The BSWA Board has
studied this survey and is
brainstorming about how we can
use this information to engage
landowners, grow membership and
increase impact. We can provide
them with updated peer to peer
tours & educational experiences,
(continued p. 13)

(continued from p. 12)

and help guide them toward the
appropriate partners in order to
achieve their goals. However, we
need the help of the entire Benton
County membership to identify past
members, friends, & neighbors to join
our fellowship of family forests and
increase the size of our tent. If we
can recruit 0.7% of Oregon Family
Forest non-members, we will
exceed our goal!
I encourage each of you to study the
survey and come to your own
conclusions. Please send your
request for the survey to
bentoncoswa@gmail.com , and
please send any ideas to the board.
If you don’t have an email account,
please ask family, a friend, or a
neighbor to email your request. I will
send you the entire Oregon survey
for your perusal. Otherwise, call me
(541) 231-7094 and leave a mailing
address on my voicemail. Enjoy &
thanks for being a member!
*207 surveys were delivered to Oregon
Family Forest Owners and 132 were
returned, or 64%. The sample size is
small with resultant large standard errors
for some of the data, but is good for

trends.

Woodland Information Night goes Virtual
by Pat Boren, Benton Chapter Program Director

The Benton-Linn counties’ “Woodland
Information Night” had been
scheduled for March of 2020 but was
postponed due to COVID-19. We
have decided to have the meeting
virtually on line on October 28 at 6
pm. Fortunately, the same speakers
are able to participate. This will be a
very informative evening.

Information regarding signing up and
participating in the virtual meeting will
be coming in the near future.

Woodland Information Night

These mini tours are designed to get
members out into the woods and still
comply with regulations regarding
COVID-19.

October 28, 6 pm
Topics:

-Species Selection in a Changing
Climate
Glenn Ahrens- OSU Extension
Forester--Clackamas, Marion, Hood
River counties
-Drones in Forestry- uses, types,
regulations and more

We will be hosting 3 mini-tours in the
2nd half of October, with attendance
limited to 10 people on each tour
(members may attend only 1 minitour), with masks and social
distancing.

For questions, contact Pat Boren at
(541) 929-2144, or email at
bentoncoswa@gmail.com. u

Cory Garms, Ph.D., CEO of
Greensensing Remote Sensing LLC
-GIS Tools for to Woodland Owners
Doug Sackinger- GIS
Coordinator, Benton County

u

Benton County Chapter Board Members
Please contact via bentoncoswa@gmail.com

President , Dave Ehlers
Program Director, Pat Boren
Secretary, Dena Oakes
Treasurer, Jane Brandenburg
Membership, Sarah Edwardsson
OSWA Liaison, Nancy Hathaway
TFOY Coordinator, Dave Hibbs
Webmaster, Karen Fleck Harding
Education Chair, Rita Adams
Member at Large, Mike Albrecht
Member at Large, Diana Blakney

(541) 231-7094
(541) 929-2144
(541) 929-3858
(541) 929-5519
(541) 745-2062
(541) 758-5510
(541) 752-3245
(541) 929-6398
(541) 752-3324
(541) 231-0337
(541) 230-1248

Beachies Creek Fire
Opal Lake in foreground
Photo credit Oregon Dept Forestry

The Quarterly Bark is soliciting photos
related to the recent fires for the next
issue. Email photos to the editor at
quarterly.clark@peak.org. Please
include a caption and photo credit.
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Over One Hundred Year Fire Event
By Jim James, Executive Director OSWA
In the evening of
September 7, a combination
of strong east winds, hot
temperature, dry forest
conditions, and several
small fires already scattered
throughout Oregon created
a perfect storm for a wildfire
catastrophe in Oregon. No
Oregonian has escaped the
unhealthy smoke and a
third of Oregon’s population
has been put on notice to
evacuate or be prepared to
evacuate your home if and
when a wildfire gets too
close.
There have been 795 fires
recorded on Oregon
Department of Forestry
(ODF) protected lands this
year. As of September 11,
there are 35 active wildfires in Oregon
burning 864,000 acres, with minimal
containment. The 156,000-acre
Holiday Farm Fire in Lane County
destroyed Blue River and continues to
burn into South Linn County. The
185,000 Beachie/Lionshead Fire, east
of Salem, destroyed Detroit and also
damaged Mill City and Lyons. It has
burned into the north Linn County.

Holiday Farm Fire--September 8
photo credit ODF

these fires. I hope
everyone stays safe and
is not impacted by these
fires, but I know some
OSWA members have
been. After the
devastating fires in Curry
County in 2018, there
were federal grants
available to family forest
owners to assist them in
recovering from the
wildfire on their property.
It is likely the same will be
true for 2020. OSWA will
work with ODF to identify
these options and make
sure any impacted
members are aware of
them. Everyone stay
safe. u

The 2,500-acre Echo Mt. Complex
Fire in Lincoln County destroyed Otis
and has damaged Lincoln City. Fires
in other parts of Oregon have been
very devastating as well.
Hopefully the rains predicted for
September 14 come to fruition and
the Department of Forestry will be in a
better position to actively control

Beachies Creek fire
Type 1 helicopter
photo credit ODF
The Quarterly Bark is soliciting photos
related to the recent fires for the next
issue. Email photos to the editor at
quarterly.clark@peak.org. Please
include a caption and photo credit.

14

Local forestry
community will
weather wildfire
destruction
By Brad Withrow-Robinson
Forestry & Natural Resources Extension
for Benton, Linn & Polk Counties.
Adapted from Tree Topics, http://
blogs.oregonstate.edu/treetopics
September 11, 2020

I feel helpless in the face of the
catastrophic fires devastating our
area, and other parts of Oregon. I
watch the news and study fire maps
documenting the destruction of and
threats to communities that I know. I
mourn over the devastation that has,
is, and will be happening, all in a
matter of days.
I am in awe of our fire and
emergency response communities.
Professionals and volunteers are
doing heroic work to save life and
property, as well as help people start
mending their lives. I pray for the
weather to moderate and help them
in their work.
My heart goes out to all of you in the
fire-affected areas living with danger,
loss and uncertainty, including many
friends, family, and colleagues.
But I am heartened by our response
as communities. Locally, from
across the state and across the
country, people are showing, sending
assistance and resources.
We will ride this out. Then we’ll see
what we can do afterwards.
I know many of the thoughts and
emotions I just stated are shared by
many of my colleagues in Extension.
We are part of these communities,
and anxious to be part of the
response. This is clear from the
Extension and 4-H families among
the many volunteers at the

Lionshead Fire
September 7

photo credit Antone Moody

fairground evacuation centers.
We are just starting to look for other
ways to help. We held a listening
session recently, with other steps to
follow.

..We will ride this out, then
we'll see what we can do
afterwards....
Our experience with these fires has
illustrated both the importance and
the challenges of finding relevant
information.
The Oregon Wildfire Resources
website https://wildfire.oregon.gov/
is an important clearing house for
state and local information, news
and resources that everyone should
be checking.
OSU Extension is also committed to
assisting in providing fire related
information. OSU Forestry & Natural
Resources Extension’s new Fire
Program provides education and
outreach regarding wildfire, wildfire
preparedness and response for all

Oregonians. Please visit the OSU
Extension Fire program website,
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/
fire-program for information on
preparedness, smoke, and other
emerging issues. Be sure to click
on the Browse all Resources button
at the bottom of the page to be
directed to more resources. These
will continue to expand.
At press time with some rain, fire
behavior is less aggressive, but
smoke will continue to be an issue in
western Oregon. Please be informed
and cautious.
Be strong, be generous in thought
and action, and be safe. u

Log Deck
by Van Decker, Benton Co. member

From July to now it has been up, up,
up in the log market.
Demand for boards has pushed a big
follow-thru in log prices.
Slow production at sawmills and high
demand by builders have pushed
lumber & log prices high, high, high.
As of today, September 20, Douglasfir logs in our area are bringing in
$850 / mbf to $1,100 / mbf.
Small logs 5” to 11” are a hot item.
Mills are going into winter with very
low log inventories. u
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Woods Words
Presumascope—Any kind of
guessometer used by logging
engineers in making guesstimates.
Primer—a. A stick of dynamite fitted
with a cap and fuse to set off a blast.
b. A man who always starts trouble.
Smoke eater—A fire fighter; particularly
on a long, tough, miserable fire.
Smokestack reamer —Same as a lefthanded monkey wrench; the thing that
greenhorns are sent to look for.
Fire danger—A combination of
conditions which add up to good
working weather or bad fire weather; in
the latter case, a shut down of logging
is indicated.

--from Woods Words, by Walter F. McCulloch,
Dean of School of Forestry, Oregon State
College, 1955-1966. u
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