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Save the Date!
Tree Farmer of the Year 2020
Tour is May 1, 2021

Richard & Donna Rawson
8 a.m.
Socially distanced social
9 a.m.-noon Tree farm tour
Noon
Lunch provided by OSWA
RSVP required to Tami Jo Braz:
bntjbraz@gmail.com or 541-459-1402

Archie Creek Fire tour
highlights work of renewal
By Tami Jo Braz
On Sept. 14, 2019, about 50 Douglas Small
Woodland members, associates, industry partners,
and professionals met on the 130-acre tree farm of
Doug and Becky Schlatter, on Lone Rock Road in
Glide. Doug and Becky were selected as Douglas
County’s Tree Farmers of the Year for 2019. We
honored and celebrated Doug and Becky for their
37 years of stewardship forestry and land
management.
More than a year later, on Dec. 8, 2020, almost
the same group stood on the same ground
surveying the severe and catastrophic damage
wrought by the Archie Creek Fire. As we traveled
Hwy 138-E to Glide, one loaded log truck after
another was heading to the mill. It looked like the
Continued on Page 8
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OSWA announces
leadership changes
Jim James
to new ByOSWA
OSWA
Executive Director
Amy Jahnke has been
directornamed the new Executive

Director for the Oregon Small
Woodlands Association, and
the new Administrator for the
Amy Jahnke
Oregon Tree Farm System.
Amy has a degree in Forest Science from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison, as well as a
Master of Business Administration and a Doctor
of Philosophy in Forestry and Forest Products
from Virginia Tech. She grew up in Wisconsin
on her family’s Century Farm with some
woodlands. She has worked in forest inventory
for the U.S. Forest Service, as a forester for the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources, and
a research fellow for the international
hardwood veneer supplier the Danzer Group.

The new Tree
School Oregon
webinar series,
hosted by OFRI and
other members of
the Partnership for
Forestry Education,
will
feature weekly
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starting
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New member spotlight:

The Jeremiah & Myra Stokes family

DSWA Board
of Directors
Roy Brogden
President
Suzi Armstrong
Treasurer
Tami Jo Braz
Secretary
Evan Barnes
Ben Christiansen

Jeremiah Stokes grew up in this
area, living quite literally in the
forests of the North Umpqua. His
father was one of the few loggers
who lived up on the job, so the
whole family would move from
jobsite to jobsite.
Jeremiah and his siblings were
home-schooled and the forest was
their playground. So even though
Jeremiah left the area to go to
college, a Douglas-fir forest would
always feel like home.
For the next 20+ years,
Jeremiah and his wife, Myra, lived
and worked overseas but they
always knew they would move
back to the North Umpqua
someday.
So, in 2017, they purchased
their dream property, 10 acres of
trees ranging from 60 to 110
years old. A couple of years later,
they moved their family back to

Gabe Crane
Darrell Dollens
Richard Rawson
Doug Schlatter
The Douglas Small
Woodlands Update is
published several times a
year by Douglas Small
Woodlands Association in
Roseburg. Comments and
questions are welcome.
Please contact Tami Jo at
541-459-1402 or
bntjbraz@gmail.com.
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the area and began the process of
building a home on the property.
They had just begun when the
Archie Creek fire burned the
property, dramatically changing
plans.
It has been a steep learning
curve as they deal with tasks of
cleaning up and preparing to start
over. The focus right now is
controlling erosion of roads and
removing trees threatening
neighbors' properties and
driveways.
Some salvage logging is taking
place, but unfortunately the
property was in a high intensity
burn area, so approximately 5060% of the timber was burned too
severely to be merchantable. But
the plan is to remove as much as
possible and then begin the
process of preparing to replant.
Continued on Page 14

Tree Farm Chores

As with planting, a licensed contractor
(with a herbicide applicator’s license) should
be used for ground applications.

February • March • April

Plant your seedlings:
Plan to have your
trees planted before
the end of February.
The sooner the better!
Seedlings will start to
grow new roots as
soon as the soil
temperature reaches
about 50 degrees, so you want your seedlings in
the ground and ready to go at the first hint of
good weather. The more new roots the seedlings
produce, the better chance they have of making it
through a hot, dry summer.
If you are hiring a contractor, be sure he is
licensed by the state Bureau of Labor and
Industries. Licensed contractors are required to
carry liability insurance that protects a landowner
in case a planter is injured on your property. A
licensed contractor carries a photo ID card that
you are encouraged to check.
The most important point in road
maintenance is to direct water off the road
surface. “Out-sloping” and water-bars are
inexpensive and effective. Keep ditches in
working order and use culverts where necessary.

an Your Spring Vegetation Management Projects: A key
to seedling survival and growth in southern
Oregon is controlling competing vegetation
during the first few years. Herbaceous
competition (any type of grass, broadleaf weeds,
etc.) should be controlled in early spring before
active conifer growth and before weeds deplete
soil moisture.
Soil active herbicides such as Velpar, Oust
or Atrazine are applied usually by air or ground in
March. Glyphosate (Accord or Roundup) should
be applied in mid-March to mid-April.
Remember to fill out applications at the
State Forestry office for both aerial and
ground herbicide applications at least 15 days
before beginning work. File your notification
in January to avoid a time crunch.
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And don't forget!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Winterize equipment
Check culverts and evaluate road
drainage
Seed bare ground with native grasses
to control erosion and invasive
species
Burn slash piles when conditions
allow
Renew OSWA membership
Prepare for taxes
Update your management plan

Neighbor to Neighbor:
Why We Belong
Margaret Tilbury

By Tami Jo Braz
Author’s note: Many drives in Douglas County
take you past a “Century Farm” sign, the designation
that a farm has been in continuous family ownership
for 100 years. Not many have seen a
“Sesquicentennial Farm,” – 150 years. Margaret
Tilbury’s “Thomas and Dear Ranch” passed this
remarkable milestone in 2013. From 1863 to the
present, the Thomas and Dear Ranch has been family
owned and managed for multiple benefits, raising and
harvesting a sustainable timber rotation, cattle
ranching, pond development, and oak savanna
preservation. Margaret graciously hosted two
modules of OSU’s 2019 Master Woodland Manager
training at her “Thomas and Dear Ranch” last fall.
In the first module, Margaret and Shane of Trout
Mountain Consulting Foresters highlighted her “Oak
Savanna Restoration and Conservation” project
areas near the valley floor and southern slopes. In
another class, Margaret hosted the “Timber Harvest
and Road Systems” module across the canyon on a
northern face. Margaret has been a DSWA member
for 38 years. There had to be a story…
Richard Thomas went from Pennsylvania to the
California gold rush by way of Nicaragua, a common
route at the time. How brave he was at 16 to
undertake that trip. Mark Twain made it several years
later and wrote a bleak report. Richard must have
done well. Sara Hall’s family came to Oregon on the
famous “Lost Wagon Train.” Richard Thomas and
Sarah Hall Thomas chose their donation land claims
in Driver Valley, Oakland in 1863. Richard and Sarah
bought surrounding properties as they came available.
Over the years, even more adjoining acreage was
purchased.
Richard and Sarah had two daughters, Fannie
and Mary. The two girls jointly inherited the
properties after their parent’s deaths. Mary never

Photo by Tami Jo Braz

Margaret Tilbury’s Thomas and Dear Ranch
became a Sesquicentennial Farm (150 years of
continuous family ownership) in 2013.
married and ran the hotel, but always the ranch was
the shining jewel of the family. Fannie married Robert
Dear, moved north to Portland, and had one son,
Maurice. Maurice, a Navy veteran, married Elizabeth
in 1925 in Seattle. Their daughter Margaret grew up
in the Seattle area, and said “I spent many summers as
a girl with aunt Mary at the red brick ‘Thomas Hotel’
and for me the hotel was a magical place, but I was in
awe of the size of and activity at the ranch.”
For years, a Basque family ran sheep on the
pastures while Mary handled the timber operations.
Mary logged every year to help with expenses,
clearcutting small patches. By 1962, she had built a
home and sold the hotel. As per their agreement
between the two sisters, Fannie’s son, Maurice,
inherited the ranchland and Margaret became the
inheritor of that property when he died in 1982.
Margaret met Roger Tilbury from Kansas City, at
Oxford in England while she studied English
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Continued on Page 5

Neighbor: Continued from Page 4

literature and he, maritime law at the Institute of
International Education. Margaret said, “Whatever
Roger did, he did well.” They married June 24, 1952.
Roger established a very successful law practice,
went on to patent court, and won a Supreme Court
case.
When Margaret first inherited the ranch, she was
alone on it, away from her family for seven months.
Knowing how important her commitment to the land
was, when Margaret would come down to stay on the
ranch, usually for months at a time working on
projects, Roger would make sure flowers were
waiting to greet her. If this was not enough, a low
flying plane coming through the canyon out her
kitchen window, with a banner saying “I Love You
Margaret,” might suffice.
Margaret has had a couple good and not-so-good
experiences with ranch managers over the years. She
settled on hiring a longtime, multi-skilled manager,
Stan Bowers. Stan was an excellent horseman, knew
cattle and Margaret knew she could trust him, which
was critically important when she was away. He
managed all the ranch except the timber for 37 years.
Today, timber grows on the mountains and cattle
graze on the hillsides of the ranch. Margaret loves to
look at the mountains and pastures from that same
kitchen window. The oak meadows, the forested
mountaintops and verdant pastures. She loves the
cattle, their curious nature, their soft eyes, and
watching the calves grow. Since 2017, she has been
leasing the pastures.
A turning point for Margaret was when she met
Scott Ferguson of “Trout Mountain Consulting
Foresters,” at an OSWA event. Scott was a soft
spoken, hard-working, practical, and academic
consulting forester. Margaret said she “stumbled
upward” and never forgot how she got there.
A sustainable harvest rotation covers the
management costs of the ranch. Scott and now, Shane
Hetzler from Trout Mountain, prioritize projects and
help Margaret fulfill her vision and continue her

legacy. In addition, the Thomas and Dear Ranch
encompasses 175-180 acres of heritage oak savanna.
Margaret, Scott, and Shane have participated in oak
restoration projects with the USDA/Natural Resource
Conservation Service and hold a conservation
easement trust. Oak woodlands have been thinned and
brush reduction projects have been completed. A
temporary halt to the project happened when a large
chip pile began to spontaneously combust. Luckily,
Scott’s keen eyes spotted it and averted disaster by
having Stan spread the debris over a third of an acre.
Margaret spoke about the only drawback of opening
up an oak canopy is that the invasive English
hawthorn comes in. Many informal test plots of
different conifer species have been initiated as
reforesting projects are conducted after harvests. Plots
of incense-cedar, Port Orford cedar, and others have
been planted. Only time will tell.
Margaret’s only daughter Elizabeth has been
spending more time at the farm. She was initially
against logging, but after “Snowmaggedon,” she saw
the value of thinning and harvesting the forest for
future regeneration and forest health.
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OSWA: Continued from Page 1

Amy also has extensive experience in rural
economic development, teaching and marketing.
She is an active member of Oregon’s Society of
American Foresters. I will be working with Amy
and Assistant Director Jeremy Felty for a smooth
three-month transition. I am excited and
optimistic for the future of both OSWA and OTFS
under Amy's leadership.
On May 1, I will become a contractor for OSWA
to lead OSWA’s efforts in the Memorandum of
Understanding, now titled Private Forest Accord,
between forest owners and the environmental
community to evaluate Oregon’s Forest Practices
Act related to riparian protections. This group will
work together to pass legislation in the 2022
legislative session to address salmonids and other

riparian dependent species. The goal of the Private
Forest Accord is to eventually achieve a statewide
federal Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) on
private forests for salmonids and other riparian
species that is science-driven and provides
assurances for forest owners. Thank you for
allowing me to be part of both organizations for
the last 10 years and for my future role in
representing OSWA through the conclusion of the
Private Forest Accord.
Please welcome Amy Jahnke as OSWA’s
Executive Director and OTFS Administrator. Her
contact information is amyjahnke@oswa.org
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Incense cedar has been trading in the
$550-$750/MBF range.
The demand for Douglas-fir logs in Japan has
increased in the first quarter. The Japan export
market pricing is outpacing the domestic market
in Western Oregon. Burnt logs that meet the
export sort and grade are being exported as well.
We are also seeing a decrease in demand and price
for China quality logs.
Chip markets in the Northwest are still
slightly oversupplied but not as bad as the fourth
quarter of 2020. Paper markets are improving.
The linerboard and bleach pulp markets are doing
quite well also. A slight increase in demand for
chips has increased pulp log prices from last
quarter to $26-$32/ton.

LOG
MARKET
REPORT
Report for Q1 2021
By Jake Wilson
Roseburg Forest Products
Wood products markets in the Pacific
Northwest have peaked at record highs in the first
couple weeks of January, but leveled off the last
half of the month. Approximately 95% of the log
market in the Douglas County area consists of
burnt logs that have been salvaged from the Archie
Creek Fire. The flow of logs from the fire continues
to be top priority for all landowners and logging
contractors involved. At this point, wood quality in
burnt logs continues to be high and shows minimal
constraints on the manufacturing process.
Moving forward, the bottleneck for letting an
abundant supply of logs flood the market will be
determined by logging contractor capacity, as well
as trucking capacity. Lack of log trucks in this area
has forced trucking prices to rise slightly in some
cases, and forced loggers to bring trucking
contractors in from other states.
With the large spike in wood products pricing
over the last two months and a well-supplied log
market, we are still seeing strong log prices for
Douglas-fir. Overall, the first quarter of 2021
should continue to be strong. Most economic
indicators reflect that we will also have a strong
start to the second quarter of 2021 and see a sharp
drop in lumber prices near the middle of that
quarter.
Most mills in Douglas County are actively
buying logs. Douglas-fir is currently in the
$650-$850/MBF range depending on log size
and quality. Larger Douglas-fir 2 mill logs are
on the upper end of the price scale as few are
coming from fire salvage. Hemlock and white
fir are in the $500-$650/MBF range.
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Fire Tour:
Continued from Page 1

old days except that entire loads were
blackened and charred.
A complex of fires that ignited on
Labor Day merged and became known
as the Archie Creek Fire. The fires were
driven by unusually fierce easterly
winds and were advancing steadily
west. Doug left for home from his tree
farm at 8:00 p.m. on Sept. 7, having
assessed fire lines and fuel breaks, and
moving his D4 dozer, thinking the
situation looked good. He had done all
he could do. The next morning at 7:00
a.m. he arrived to find that despite all
efforts, his entire tree farm was
completely incinerated. The soil burn
severity was so high that not one twig
remains on the ground. Entire trees
were torched, bottom to top, acre after
acre.
Log trucks passed our group, as
Doug is in the process of salvaging about
Photo by Tami Jo Braz
35 acres. The remaining 85 acres of
XXXXXXX
reprod from plantings in 1993-1994 are
practically a complete loss. Doug plans
to leave the standing scorched, 25 yearold trees in place as “Dead Shade” and
Photo by Tami Jo Braz
interplant with Douglas-fir seedlings
Doug and Becky Schlatter, 2019 Tree Farmers of the Year,
this winter. His target is 360-400 trees
join many Oregon timber owners in dealing with the
per acre. The cost of debris removal
aftermath of the destructive Archie Creek Fire.
would be astronomical and
environmentally detrimental with soil
compaction and erosion. Plus, by getting a jump
hot that the lead from the bullets in the chamber
using nature’s site prep – fire-burned bare soil –
melted. Doug said, “If only this pistol could talk.”
he saves vegetation and moisture management
Next door, in woodland speak, Larry and
costs for the first year. When asked where he was
Roberta Hall on Lone Rock Road watched in
getting his seedlings, Doug grinned and said, “If I
horror as flames and embers advanced toward
told you I’d have to kill you.” Seriously, as a
their home and 300-acre tree farm. Larry and
contractor, Doug has longstanding relationships
Roberta are Douglas County’s 2016 Tree Farmers
with nurseries, and pre-orders of seedlings. He is
of the Year. Defensible space and coordinated
lucky. The shortage of available seedlings will
efforts of fire crews spared their home. Larry
become a critical issue in post-fire recovery.
hopes to salvage about 35 acres of the more than
The scorched earth revealed a very puzzling
100 that were burned. Fellow DSWA member Erik
relic. Doug found a .22 pistol corroded and rusted
Hellenthal will be helping Larry with the salvage
beyond identification that was apparently tossed
logging.
Continued on Page 9
off his access road years ago. The fire burned so
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Fire Tour: Continued from Page 8

Larry has a great road system because of a
quarry on the property. This produced two effects.
One, many of the fire perimeters followed the fuel
breaks that a good road and right-of-way provides.
Second, Larry and Roberta have all-season access
to get the needed salvage and restoration work
done.
The window for salvage is short. Trees that are
dead or dying quickly decay beyond usefulness.
There is a serious shortage of loggers, operators
and truckers for all the salvage operations that are
needed. The seedling shortages for replanting
efforts are looming, capped off with a labor
shortage for replanting.
Our tour group included not only DSWA
members and affected land owners, but Douglas
Photo by Tami Jo Braz
County Commissioners Tim Freeman and (also
Dorothy Austin and Becky Schlatter man the
new DSWA member) Chris Boice; Oregon
welcome table at the Archie Creek Fire tour.
Department of Forestry Stewardship Foresters
Cody Lokan and Keith Waldron; Kyle Reed from
Douglas Forest Protection District: Kyle Reed,
DFPA; and Zach Dimare from Natural Resource
541-672-6507,
Kyle.REED@oregon.gov
Conservation Service/Farm Service Agency. There
Natural Resource Conservation Service: Zach
was much discussion about how we got here and
Dimare,
541-378-3539, zach.dimare@usda.gov
what we can do now, with more questions than
Douglas County Commissioners Tim Freeman
answers.
and
Chris Boice: 541-440-4201,
Our tour was featured the next day, Dec. 9, in
commissioners@co.douglas.us
the News-Review with an excellent article by
Donovan Brink and photos by Michael Sullivan.
Scottie Barnes, contributing writer for national
publication “Independent Sawmill and Woodlot
“Someone is
Magazine,” will be featuring our tour as part of a
sitting in the
broader story about post fire recovery in Oregon.
Thank you for helping us tell our story!
shade today,
On the morning of the tour, we arrived with
coffee and treats provided by Margaret Fabrizius
because
and Northwest Farm Credit Services. Doug and
someone
Becky were lighting a warming fire for us with
charred wood and branches. Good thing we had
else planted
warm coffee cups to hold on to! Two hours and a
gallon of diesel later, we never could get that fire to
trees a long
burn…
time ago.”
Tour Resources:
Oregon Department of Forestry, Stewardship
– Warren Buffet
Foresters, Keith Waldron and Cody Lokan, 541440-3412,
Keith.Waldron@oregon.gov,
Cody.Lokan@oregon.gov.
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Check out our new logo; signs are still for sale!
Faithful readers will notice a change to our decades old DSWA logo at the head of the newsletter.
Our new design closely matches our signature DSWA member signs but contains “Douglas County
Chapter” to clarify our alliance. Please consider purchasing and proudly posting one of our signs at your
tree farm gate. Help us raise our forest and woodland steward brand recognition around Douglas County.
Cost: $15. OSWA signs are also available for $45. Call or email Tami Jo for delivery at 541-459-1402 or
bntjbraz@gmail.com

M
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Doug-fir namesake, David Douglas,
comes to mysterious and grisly end
The Scottish botanist David Douglas is the
namesake of the Douglas-fir tree. In Hawaii, though,
he is better remembered for his dreadful end.
In 1834, Douglas was on an expedition near
Mauna Kea when he somehow ended up dead in an
earthen pit, crushed under a bull. The nearest
resident, an Englishman named Ned Gurney with a
criminal past, insisted he warned Douglas about pit
traps in the area, which had been dug to catch wild
cattle.
Even though there was no evidence against
Gurney, locals remained convinced that he had lured
Douglas to his death and robbed him. A hundred
years later, the site of the mysterious incident called
“Kaluakuaka” or the Doctor’s Pit, was marked with a
pyramidal rock monument and a circle of 200
Douglas-fir trees.

Trivia Challenge:
Suzi Armstrong named DSWA
Volunteer of the Year for 2020
Suzi Armstrong is Douglas County's volunteer
of the year. She is an active board member, and
was elected treasurer in 2018 when she joined
the board. She has used her banking skills to
effectively display our accounts to the board.
She has managed our silent auction at our
annual meeting. It continues to grow each year.
She has volunteered her property for tours. Her
positive attitude is an example for all board
members.

Q: What percentage of forests in the U.S. are
family-owned?
a. 28
b. 33
c. 38
d. 43
See Page 12 for the answer!
Source: “Forest Resources of the United States,
2017,” published by the U.S. Forest Service in
May 2019

– Roy Brogden, President
3171 NE Stephens St.
124 SW Douglas

The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago.
The second-best time is now.

– Chinese proverb

Roseburg, OR. 97470
Winston, OR. 97496

Open to Members and Non-members Alike
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New edition of Oregon Forest Facts!
The 2021-22 edition of Oregon Forest Facts – one
of the Oregon Forest Resources Institute’s most
popular publications – has been released, complete
with the latest data about Oregon’s forests and
forest-based economy, including newly compiled
statistics and information on the impacts of the
2020 Labor Day fires.
Visit OFRI’s webpage at https://oregonforests.org
for a digital download, or to order online. The
pocket-size booklet offers a detailed reference guide
to Oregon’s forest sector, including information,
maps, graphs and statistics about forestland
ownership, timber harvest, forest-based
employment and wood products production.

Trivia Challenge:
Q: What percentage of forests in the U.S.
are family-owned?
a. 28
b. 33

c. 38
d. 43
Families account for 38% of forestland
ownership in the U.S. Next in order are:
31% Federal
20% Corporate
9%
State
2%
Local
2%
Other Private
Source: “Forest Resources of the United States,
2017,” published by the U.S. Forest Service in
May 2019

The 2021-22 edition also includes a map of the
major wildfires during Oregon’s 2020 fire season, as
well as other new content on fire trends, carbon
storage in forests and the effects of forest
management on drinking water.
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Neighbor: Continued from Page 5

Elizabeth was instrumental in encouraging
Margaret to apply for the “Sesquicentennial Farm”
designation, a 150-year family-owned farm. They
began in 2005. The application process is
complicated. Margaret said, “One would think if you
have been acknowledged as Centennial Farm,
Sesquicentennial would be easy, not so.” They are
still in the process. These things and more are
drawing Elizabeth, along with her daughter, Margaret,
to the homestead several times a year to help shape
the vision of the ranch into the future.
Margaret wants to make sure what has been
entrusted to her is honored and fulfilled. She has been
handed over an immense resource, almost 4 square
miles, and she does not take this responsibility lightly.
Margaret has made it her life’s mission to honor the
past, and to guide and impact her family forestry
legacy into the future.
Her secret for success?... First rate people,
excellent help, and a lot of cooperation with good
neighbors. Her relationship with her consulting
forester is paramount and critically important to help
her carry out her vision.

Margaret has supported OSWA since 1983
because “OSWA connects and represents us as we
sustainably manage what has been entrusted to us.”
Margaret wrote:
“One doesn’t need to be born loving a stand of
trees. That is a passion that can develop with
knowledge and proximity. It also requires some
helpful mentoring with family or patient
professionals. I was lucky enough to have both and I
am still learning. How blessed I have been.”
Thank you, Margaret for your example of
dedication to family heritage, stewardship forestry
and land management, and support of OSWA for
almost 40 years.
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Spotlight: Continued from Page 2

As with all phases of the process, the small size
of the property is a challenge. It's often not costeffective for loggers and contractors to work on
such a small property, and if they do, the cost is
quite high. But the Stokeses are hoping to be able
to work together with some other small property
owners in acquiring seedlings and getting them
planted.

Welcome New Members!
Baskids LLC
Leslie Crum
Gary and Penny Groth
Mike and Stan Jackson, Jackson Ranch
William and Joyce Quirion
Gerald and Melissa Ragon
Cary Sanders, Lookingglass Ridge Timber
Lyssa Stapleton
Jeremiah and Myra Stokes & family

Have you renewed your membership?
Dues were due January 31, 2021.
Help DSWA stay strong and united in
stewardship forestry and woodland management.
Questions or lost your renewal? Call or email Tami
541-459-1402 or bntjbraz@gmail.com

Ask a friend or neighbor to join.
Think of all the great people you would have met
no other way but through an OSWA connection.
Talk with enthusiasm about people you have met
and projects you were inspired to tackle. Positivity
is contagious! Let’s enlarge our stewardship
community!

Page 2 of 2

Outgoing CFF rep Evan Barnes seeks volunteer to fill seat
By Evan Barnes
I have been the Southern Oregon landowner
representative on the Committee for Family
Forestlands for almost six years and my term ends
in June of this year.
I am looking for a willing person to take on
this position. The term is three years with a
maximum of two terms. The meetings are held in
Salem about nine months of the year, with no
meetings held during fire season. When driving to
Salem you are reimbursed for millage and there is
a free lunch.
Since March of 2020, all meetings are held on
Zoom. On the Oregon Department of Forestry
website (www.oregon.gov/ODF) you can find lots
of information about the committee and its
mission. These next two paragraphs will give you a
framework of what we do. If you or someone you
know is interested their name is submitted to the
Board of Forestry (BOF) for an appointment which
takes some time especially in Covid times. Anyone
can attend the meetings as they are open to the
public.
The Committee for Family Forestlands
researches policies impacting family forestland
viability, resource protection, and forestry
benefits. Based on its findings, the Committee
recommends actions to the Oregon Board of
Forestry and State Forester.
The 13-member committee includes seven
voting and six non-voting members. Voting
members include a representative from each of
the ODF regions with environmental and forest
products industry and other ex-officio members.
Look for more information on the ODF website.
During my tenure we have worked on
numerous topics, which include but are not

limited to: private forests, legislative issues, land
use planning, severity program for added
firefighting resources, agency strategic initiative,
food plot rulemaking, incentives updates, Good
Neighbor Authority, and marbled murrelet and
bald eagle listings and delisting.
Our Northwest Forest landowner owner
representative brought her family’s dilemma of
succession planning to the committee and we
discussed it at length and decided to move
forward. After much discussion with various
officials and testimony, we now have HB2469 to
allow the building of an accessory dwelling on
forestland parcels of at least 80 acres with an
existing home for a family member. I am very
proud to have participated in this legislation.
Please consider this volunteer position that
helps and participates in discussing, researching
and advising the Board of Forestry for rules and
regulations that affect all family forestland in the
state of Oregon. If you or someone you know is
interested please contact me at 541-680-6702 or
brranchlreb@gmail.com
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Douglas Small Woodlands Association
c/o Tami Jo Braz
3960 Green Valley Road
Oakland OR 97462

DSWA WINTER CALENDAR
Date
Feb 24
Mar 3
Apr 1
April 7
April 30
May 1
May 4
June 1
July 22-24

Time
5:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.

Event
DSWA Annual Dinner **canceled**
Board Meeting, Douglas County Courthouse, Room 310
Twilight Walk in the Woods – Phil and Laura Benedetti **postponed**
Regular Board Meeting, Douglas County Courthouse, Room 310
Arbor Day
Tree farmer of the Year 2020 tour – Richard and Donna Rawson
Regular Board Meeting, Douglas County Courthouse, Room 310
Regular Board Meeting, Douglas County Courthouse, Room 310
Oregon Family Forest Convention OSWA- OTFS with
Gordon and Gail Culbertson 2020 Oregon TFOY in Lane County
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