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A Word from the
Presidents
By Darcy Davis and Nicole Wood

Greeting Yamhill County Chapter OSWA members,
Reflecting on recent events in the Pacific Northwest, I am
reminded of silver linings. During the ice storm, our family had
a generator that kept our lights on, a vehicle that could
handle the conditions so we could provide medical
transport, and a chainsaw available to clear a tree that had
fallen and blocked two lanes of travel. We saw neighbors
helping neighbors clear blocked driveways and set up
generators to power lights and run oxygen machines. There
were lots of stories and images of damaged homes,
crumpled vehicles, and fallen trees. For those of you still
cleaning up, our thoughts and well wishes are with you.

As the legislative process unfolds, we are reminded that not
everyone shares our perspectives. There are different views
even within the members of our organization. Listen, learn,
and then share your stories. Sometimes we need to step
outside of our comfort zones and be brave. Whether it is
providing testimony, shoveling snow from a driveway, or
stopping by to check on a neighbor, I hope that each of you
can be someone else’s silver lining.
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Our Zoom meetings have been well prepared and the
audience has gained knowledge—perhaps how to navigate
Zoom and turn off your mic, but hopefully some fire
prevention, land management, and harvest tips as well. Our
meetings are scheduled for the fourth Wednesday of the
month. The yearly calendar is online at OSWA.org under the
Local Chapters/Yamhill tab.
On April 10th, Hal and Elin Hagglund are offering a tour and
seminar on Pasture Afforestation at their property in
Sheridan—see article in this newsletter. Space is limited, so I
encourage you to call them at 503-843-2173 and sign up.
Social distancing rules will be followed. This is a great
opportunity to learn together in an outdoor environment.
Spring is here. The frogs are croaking, the wildflowers are
blooming, and our trees are budding. A season of hope. I
believe we can find silver linings in the relationships we make
and the experiences we share.
Darcy Davis, Co-President
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Hello Yamhill County OSWA Members,
I hope you have been out on your properties after this terrible
ice storm and developed a strategy for any clean up
necessary. My husband and I lost several hard woods and a
few evergreens. Our driveway was minimally blocked but is
cleared now.
Our chapter has had three successful zoom membership
meetings. February’s speaker, Julie Woodward from OFRI
provided excellent education regarding the significance and
“how to” of your land management plan. This was a
recorded session that Bill Spurling will post on our Yamhill
County OSWA website as soon as the recording is available.
Please check it out.
Darcy and I submitted letters and then gave our first ever
verbal testimonies at the Capitol, February 25, 2021. We
opposed HB 2379, HB 2389, HB 2430, & HB 2598. We were
successful, at minimum, at recording our opposition to
severance and privilege taxes, by expressing the burden this
would put upon small woodland owners. We come from a
family background that prefers to demonstrate rather than
verbalize viewpoints, and testifying was difficult for both of us.
However, we wanted to represent our families and Yamhill
County OSWA. We encourage each of you to sign up to
verbally testify about these and other bills that will impact
small woodland owners drastically.
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The Logger’s Lingo
Deciphered
_________________________________________


Barber chair: a tree that splits upward
along the grain during falling.



Crummy: any company vehicle (or
railroad car) taking loggers to the
worksite.



Gandy dancer: a pick-and-shovel man



Hayburner: a horse



Hoot owl: A logging operation limited to
the early morning hours when fire
danger later in the day will require a
cessation of operations.



Macaroni: sawdust



Nosebag: a lunch bucket



Tin pants: waterproof clothing worn
by loggers in the rainy Pacific Northwest



Widow Maker: a dead limb above you
on a tree
_________________________________________

Advertise with Us!
We are accepting advertisements from
local businesses and OSWA members to
fund our newsletter. For pricing and
availability Contact Darcy Davis

OSWA does have many other events going on,
not politically related, that you are welcome and
encouraged to attend. I have signed up for the
OSWA/OTFS Forestry Tax Webinar. There are
connections to other county chapters and their
meetings/events. Please go to OSWA.org to see
what is scheduled.
We appreciate each one of you and are looking
forward to an in-person Annual Dinner! Details on
back cover. Until then, be safe, and send us a
picture or two of what you have been up to while
enjoying your property! We love to hear from you.
Sincerely,
Nicole Wood
Co-President, OSWA - Yamhill County Chapter
___________________________________________________

“All ethics so far evolved rest upon a single premise:
that the individual is a member of a community of
interdependent parts. The land ethic simply enlarges
the boundaries of the community to include soils,
waters, plants and animals, or collectively the land.”
Aldo Leopold, A Sand County Almanac

Release of New Plantings -- a
Cautionary Tale
By Susan Watkins

Each winter after tree planting, I spray a 4' circle
around the seedlings we've planted the previous
three years. This has had the beneficial effect of
protecting the seedlings from competing grass
and weeds until they are big enough to hold their
own.
In 2019, I decided to try a new herbicide mix, one
we'd had success with against cat's ear, a
dandelion look-alike that resists glyphosate.

I sprayed in late March. Everything looked great
until after bud break when needles on the smaller
trees began to twist and yellow. I immediately
contacted Brent O'Nion, my ODF forester, thinking
we might have taken a hit from a neighbor's
spray effort. Brent sent my photos to ODF
Entomologist Dr. Christine Buhl. After her review, I
was easily able to identify the culprit: me.
Although I knew from experience that this mix
could kill cat's ear, I had not read
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“Release of New Plantings” Continued from Page Three:

the label to confirm its use for fir release. As Dr.
Buhl pointed out, "non-target effects" can--and in
this case, did--damage young trees.
Many months later we can see that the damage
was not as wide-spread as I'd originally feared,
but we have lost trees that would be thriving if I
had taken the time to verify that a chemical I
trusted in one context would also be appropriate
and legal for another.
Photo Credits:
Fig. 1. Willamette Valley Ice Storm Damage 2021. Darcy Davis
Fig. 2. Captured Vole. 2015. OSU Extension. https://
extension.oregonstate.edu/pests-diseases/nuisance-wildlife/
getting-hit-high-low-options-managing-bird-vole-damage
Fig. 3. Seedling Girdled By Voles. Accessed 2021. University of
Nebraska-Lincoln. https://wildlifecontroltraining.com/wildlifespecies/voles/

Fig. 4. Pasture Afforestation In-Progress. 2021. Sam
Hagglund.

The Oregon Forest Resources Institute is
dedicated to advancing public understanding of forests, forest management
and forest products, and encouraging
sustainable forestry through landowner
education.
_________________________________________

Vole and Rabbit Damage
By Dan Upton

Vole and rabbits both like feeding on forest
seedlings where damage is greatest from Fall
through Spring.
Voles thrive where there is vegetative cover
(grass) protecting them from predation, primarily
from birds of prey. A small population of voles
may cause extensive girdling damage in a
relatively short time. Rabbits girdle and clip side
branches, and although damaging, the extent of
damage is often less.
Voles girdle stems in an incomplete spiral girdling
pattern from ground level up to 3-4” above
ground.

Fig. 2

Rabbits completely girdle bark from ground level
up to 12”-14” above ground. They also clip side
branches making a clean, 45 degree cut angle
vs deer damage with its distinctive “stripped”
look. Their round pellet droppings near damaged
seedlings positively determines their presence.
Controlling voles is challenging. They are prolific
breeders producing 4-6 litters of 4-5 offspring per
year. The offspring are capable of producing
offspring within 5 weeks of birth. Such a rapid birth
rate develops a high population level in a
relatively short time.

Fig. 3
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A Word From Amy Jahnke
Hello Yamhill Chapter!
I am excited to
serve as OSWA’s
new Executive
Director and Administrator of
OTFS. I moved
to Oregon in late
July from Wisconsin, where I grew
up on a farm with forest land. I
have a Bachelor’s degree from
the University of WisconsinMadison, and an MBA and PhD in
Forestry and Forest Products from
Virginia Tech. I have forestry work
experience with the US Forest Service, Michigan Department of
Natural Resources, the Danzer
Group, and University of Wisconsin
-Extension, which will help when
working with similar agencies here
in Oregon that OSWA partners
with. I also have rural economic
development, teaching and marketing skills and experience that
I’m already using daily.
It has been a busy first few weeks,
but I am quickly getting up-tospeed on many of my new job duties. I have been working with the
Membership Committee on some
tools to help chapters recruit and
retain members. Many of you
may have already received some
emails from me on the busy legislative session that is underway,
and the tax increase and OFRI
elimination bills we are recruiting
members to speak out against.
And we have started planning for
the joint OSWA/OTFS Annual Meeting scheduled for July 23rd.
I look forward to meeting many of
you through these upcoming
events, and working with all of you
in the future. Thank you for the
opportunity to serve you!
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“Vole and Rabbit Damage” Continued from Page Four:

On small plantings, mechanical removal of grass for three
feet around each seedling discourages vole girdling.
On larger planted areas, the use of the herbicides Oust
and Velpar both help control grasses and some broadleaf
plants. Be sure to follow label instructions.
Mechanical protection may be used. Vexar tubing,
hardware cloth formed into a surrounding column, and
roofing paper are some options offering protection. These
methods also offer protection from big game browse.
For a thorough explanation of vole damage and control,
go online to The Woodland Workbook EC 1256, August
1992.

Pasture Afforestation
By Hal Hagglund
Converting former pasture or hay ground to forest has
additional challenges over a post-harvest planting, especially
with the hotter, drier summers we’ve experienced in recent
years.
First, make sure the site is suitable for the species you want to
grow. Douglas-fir does not like wet or heavy clay soils. If sedges
are growing in a spot, avoid Douglas-fir there. Valley Ponderosa
Pine might be a better choice. (We have had good success
with Coastal Redwood in wet ground–a whole additional
subject.) On dry south-facing slopes, you could go with Incense
cedar.
Site prep is best done before planting. Grasses and forbs in old
fields have an extensive well-established root network that will
take up all moisture, leaving none for the baby trees. Also
pastures are perfect habitat for voles (meadow mice) that will
girdle seedling stems, killing the trees. Vegetation control is a
must. It can be chemical with herbicides, mechanical with
tilling or scalping, or via vegetation control mats. Because the
roots of grasses and forbs stretch very far, in pasture

Fig. 4
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conversion we recommend at least a 6 foot
diameter weed-free area at each seedling, but
more is better. 100% control of grasses & forbs will
eliminate vole habitat. Scalping (cutting away all
sod) is very labor intensive. Vegetation control
mats alone are problematic as they provide
cover for vole runs underneath. Competing
vegetation control will need to continue for
several years to control re-sprouting from roots
and the seed bank in the soil.
The type of seedling planted is also important. A
good root system enables water and nutrient
uptake. Generally a plug+1 or 1+1 establishes
more quickly than a 1+0 or a plug. Of course,
proper seedling care and planting technique are
essential.
There are additional tricks to use. Running a subsoiler down the planting row works great. We use
an old one pulled by a tractor that goes about 2
feet deep. It breaks up sod and compacted soil,
allowing the tree roots and rainwater to
penetrate better, and makes planting much
easier. Also, studies show that water absorbent
polymer crystals may be effective. They absorb
water and are supposed to release water over
time as the plant needs it. We have used “HortaSorb,” which we mixed with water to make a root
dip.
Exposed (weed-free) soils result in higher soil
temperature, which is not good. Tree shades and
mulching are effective solutions. Watering (it
must be deep) works well, but is usually too
difficult or time-consuming on a large scale.
Another caution we have observed in pasture
conversion, even with genetically improved
seedlings, is more timber defect (multiple tops,
crook, etc.) than in typical reforestation.
Therefore, you may want to plant more densely
(400+ trees per acre) to be able to remove more
defect in pre-commercial thinnings.

For more information, you can find great
publications in O.S.U.’s Extension catalog at
extension.oregonstate.edu . Also
knowyourforest.org has publications and “Tree
School Online” webinars you can watch.
We are happy to be hosting a tour at our
property on April 10 to demonstrate both
successes and failures in “pasture afforestation.”
Call us at 503-843-2173 to sign up. Remember –
the green side goes up and the brown side goes
down!
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Trail Building Tips from OSU
Extension
Top 5 things to consider
when building a nature trail

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/forests/healthmanagment/top-5-things-consider-when-buildingnature-trail-your-property

Nature trails are a popular feature across the
Oregon landscape. People of all walks of life
escape to them for solitude, wildlife viewing,
exercise, and to spend time with friends and
family. As a landowner, you have the
opportunity to create a trail (or many!) in your
very own backyard. But where do you start?
A well-designed trail can even aid in other
land management needs, such as access to
remote property corners and fire breaks.
Landowners of all acreages can successfully
construct a nature trail on their property, as
many design and maintenance features are
the same regardless of property size. With
careful planning and construction, nature trails
can have a minimum impact on the
surrounding environment, protecting important
features such as wildlife, plants, soil, and
waterways. A well-designed trail can even aid
in other land management needs, such as
access to remote property corners and fire
breaks. They are also a great opportunity to
teach children, friends, and adults alike about
wildlife, forestry, and natural resources.
Here are some things to consider when
planning for a nature trail on your property.

Who is going to use the trail?
Is your trail meant for hiking,
biking, strollers, wheelchairs, horses, ATV’s, or
some combination of
these? Design the trail with
the trail user in mind and
the desired difficulty level.
A trail designed for people
using wheelchairs will be
different than one for
mountain bikers.
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Volunteer Opportunities:

“Trail Building” Continued from Page Six:



Your skill is needed! Please volunteer!

Keep water off the trail



Submit an interesting article, photo,
poem, etc. for potential publication in
the newsletter.



Door Prize coordinator



Meeting Snacks coordinator



Legislature communication.

In order to minimize the disturbance caused by
the trail, you must plan with water in mind. An
ideal trail is built on the side of a ridge, slightly
slanted outward, and kept clear of rocks,
branches, or other debris for several yards on
both sides of the trail. Follow the contour to keep
water from running down the middle of the trail.



Helping with events

Keep wildlife and plant impacts in mind

And more!

Wildlife and plants add interest to a trail hike, but
it is important to minimize your disturbance on
their habitat. Avoid cutting trails through
undisturbed areas, rather align them along
natural or human-created edges. Keep trails
away from known habitat areas for sensitive
species. Keep trails as narrow as possible for your
intended use.

Know your soils

Oregon Forest Facts 2021-22
Edition Available NOW!
Please download or order your copy from:
https://oregonforestfacts.org/#harvestproduction
Or call OFRI at: 971-673-2944
This pocket-sized
booklet serves as a
detailed reference
guide to Oregon’s
forests and forestbased economy,
including information, maps,
graphs, and statistics about forestland ownership,
timber harvest, forest-based employment and wood
products production. The 21-22 edition also includes a map of the major wildfires
during Oregon’s 2020 fire season, as well as
other new content on fire trends, forest carbon, and the effects of forest management on
drinking water sources.

The best soil type for a trail is a mixture of sand, silt,
and clay.
Soil type and texture have a major influence on
soil drainage and durability. The best soil type for
a trail is a mixture of sand, silt, and clay. Knowing
your soil types along the planned trail path will
help you develop a solid, stable tread (the actual
surface of the trail). Design trails to follow the
contour, use rolling grades and other measures to
route runoff away from the trail, avoid steep
slopes, and build a boardwalk across wet soils. To
learn more about the soils properties on your land,
visit the USGS Web Soil Survey website.

Consider the visual appeal
Regardless of your reason(s) for enjoying a nature
trail, users appreciate the visuals that accompany
thoughtful trail placement. Some of these visual
features you may consider highlighting when
planning your trail include: waterways, park-like
landscapes, open savannas, interesting or large
trees, and spaces defined by edges (such as a
pasture bordered by woods).
To ensure minimal impact to waterways, wildlife
habitat, and other valuable ecological functions,
design trails to be both visually pleasing and
supportive of minimal ecological disturbances.

Yamhill County Chapter
Oregon Small Woodlands Association
Newsletter Editors
20561 NW Fairdale Rd
Yamhill, OR 97148

Upcoming Meetings & Activities: Please register for the events you wish to attend.
Register on OSWA.org.
April 6, 2021 OSWA Forestry Taxation Series, Session #3 (This is a six-part series) 3:00 PM - 4:30 PM

April 10, 2021 Tour at Hal and Elin Hagglund’s property in Sheridan on Afforestation at 9:30 AM. This tour
is limited to 10 participants due to COVID 19. Call Hal to reserve your spot 503-843-2173
April 14, 2021 Wildfire Wednesday: Building Community for better preparedness 12:00 PM—1:00 PM
April 28, 2021 Legislative Update by Roger Beyer—Yamhill County Chapter Zoom meeting at 6:30 PM
May 26, 2021 Yamhill County Chapter Annual Dinner Meeting— 6:00 PM at Beulah Park 410 E. 3rd St,
Yamhill. A “Logger Sandwich” dinner will be served, followed by a talk from Amy Jahnke,
our new Executive Director” and a forestry themed Poetry Slam session led by Mike Payne.
The pulled pork dinner will be provided on a pre-sale basis for $13 per plate—money will
be collected at the meeting. Guests are welcome. Sign-up with Darcy at:
darcydavis86@gmail.com. Lots of opportunities to volunteer. More information will be
coming via email.
https://www.oswa.org/blog/yamhill/
Please visit our Yamhill County Chapter webpage.


LeLand Payne’s virtual tour videos are on the front page.



Our Yamhill County activities are listed.



Historical Newsletters and Zoom meeting links are available.

