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President’s Corner
GARY BUSH

ince my term as
president of
CCFFA is nearly
over, this will
probably be the last
President’s Column
that I will be writing. I will be staying
on the board for a couple more years
as past president and try not to cause
too much trouble!
The last two articles have been
relevant to stewardship of my forestland, and maintaining a safe fire
prevention zone. However, this article
will be a little on the political side;
bear with me.
The Cap and Trade bill and the
uncertainty about the future of our
forests and our management of them
are paramount on my mind. OSWA is
neutral on the Cap and Trade bill but
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we are fighting vehemently on a lot of
the amendments to it! The current
one we are fighting is bill 1516 which
will put a $10.80 charge per tax lot,
and increased charges to small woodland owners for fire protection. I
could end this article on a positive
note, but at 177 pages of mind numbing reading, trying to figure how bad
or how good any of these amendments are, knowing how much they
will cost us with only a few days to
get through it, doesn't give me much
hope for a good outcome. There has
been a lot of pent up anger at the legislature for trying to shove this
through without a vote of the people
of Oregon. The only weapon we have
is sending emails or calling legislators
and tell them what we feel about certain bills. And....be sure to register
and vote for the tree farm!
I hope I will see many of you at the
annual meeting on April 9th, and
hopefully by that time we will have a
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good idea what we are going to be
dealing with.
Right now the sun is shining and I
am going out and to plant some trees.
I just hope my granddaughter will be
able to harvest them when it’s time.
It’s been my honor to serve as
president of CCFFA and I’m sure my
successor will carry on with the work
on behalf of all of us. And I KNOW
he’ll have an easier time writing these
articles! Best wishes, Rob! ■

2020 Officers & Board Members
President, Gary Bush
503.632.3567 • gbush@ccffa-oswa.org
Vice President, Rob Guttridge
503.656.3912 • rguttridge@ccffa-oswa.org
Secretary-Treasurer, Kent Hempel
503.829.4767 • khempel@ccffa-oswa.org
Past President, Derek Craven
503.829.3003 • dcraven@ccffa-oswa.org
Board Member, Becky Widmark
503.367.0093 • bwidmark@ccffa-oswa.org
Board Member, Matt Twist
503.810.9431 • mtwist@ccffa-oswa.org
Board Member, Ryan Poteet
503.632.6912 • rpoteet@ccffa-oswa.org

CCFFA Needs You
The Clackamas County Farm Forestry Association is the oldest
chapter, at 60+ years of age, within the Oregon Small Woodlands
Association and as such has a reputation for being a leader within the
small woodland management community.
As with any organization, especially one that depends on member
volunteers, active participation by its members is extremely important.
Over the years, members like yourself, have stepped up to serve the
CCFFA in various capacities; to mention all those people here is not
possible, but their contributions made us what we are today and can be
the basis for growing and improving the chapter.
Your chapter is looking for people willing to dedicate some time and
...continued on page 7

Board Member, Kevin Kaster
503.829.4167 • kkaster@ccffa-oswa.org
Board Member, Jim Schreiber
503.632.3978 • jschreiber@ccffa-oswa.org
Board Member, Sena Chase
503.730.5199 • ssanguinetti@ccffa-oswa.org
Board Member, David Bugni
503.630.3506 • dbugni@ccffa-oswa.org
Board Member, Charles Vannice
503.651.2545 • cvannice@ccffa-oswa.org
Board Member, vacant
Could this be you?
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Clackamas Woodland Farmer of the Year 2019
GLENN AHRENS, OSU Extension Forester,
Clackamas, Marion, Hood River Co.

he setting was just right for the
annual Clackamas Woodland
Farmer of the Year recognition banquet, October 17, 2019 in Everett Hall
at Hopkins Demonstration Forest
near Oregon City. Nominees for 2019
were Pam and Jack Dent for the land
they call The Haven; and Linda Buser
with her son Michael for their Lazy B
Timber Farm. The purpose is to recognize and share their excellent forest
stewardship and provide inspiration
to other woodland owners.
The annual Clackamas Woodland
Farmer recognition started in 1955 and
is the oldest recognition event of its
kind in Oregon. Judges visit each farm
being recognized—looking for sound
forestry practices, sustainable manage-
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ment, and community service or education activities that encourage others
to practice good stewardship. The
nominating and judging committee
included: Gary Bush, Clackamas Co.
Farm Forestry Assoc.; Mike Haasken
and Mike Thompson, Oregon Department of Forestry; and Glenn Ahrens,
OSU Extension Forestry.
Clackamas Woodland Farmer of the
Year Nominee, Pam and Jack Dent,
Molalla
Pam’s father Walt started acquiring
forestlands south of Dickie Prairie in
the 1940’s, ending up with a total of
240 acres. Pam and her sister grew up
on the farm and her family worked
the land farming and raising cows.
Whenever the weeds and brush threatened to take hold, her father kept the
land clear with a cat. After realizing
that growing trees could be a good
alternative to pastures and cows, the
family was encouraged to get involved
in forestry and they started planting
trees in the 1990’s. So when Walt
passed away in 2000, Pam and Jack
were left with 120 acres of land well
on the way to becoming a tree farm.

Pam & Jack Dent at Woodland Farmer
Banquet.

Since then, Pam and Jack have
been involved with harvesting, reforesting, fighting scotch broom and
blackberries, thinning, growing
Christmas trees, and other forest stewardship chores. While they no longer
reside on the property, they maintain
the residence as a private retreat for
their family to visit and work on the
farm, thus their name for it: “The
Haven”.
With help from a forester, they
developed their forest management
plan and were certified as an American Tree Farm in 2007 (recertified in
2019).
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Anyone is welcome to use, with usual credit,
any article in the Forest-Tree Leader unless
noted otherwise. To assure no interruption in
receiving this newsletter, please contact the
CCFFA of any change of address. The newsletter may not be automatically forwarded, even
when you have filled out a forwarding order with
the Post Office. We gladly accept “Letters to the
Editor”, but may edit for maximum interest to all
readers: Intent will not be changed.
The views and opinions expressed in this
newsletter are not necessarily the opinion
of the CCFFA members or of the editors.

15555 S. Hwy 211 Molalla, OR 97038

Buying logs / timber / timberland
Douglas-fir / Hemlock
Dylan Fritz, log buyer 360.477.6959
Office 503.829.9131 Fax 503.829.5481
Other Interfor sawmill locations in Gilchrist, OR,
Port Angeles, WA and Beaver, WA
CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org
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Linda Buser, son Michael & family at
Woodland Farmer Banquet.
Pam and granddaughter at the pond.

Their objectives are to:
• Develop the property to support
itself and provide periodic income
• Protect and enhance the spring
water sources
• Reforest unproductive areas
• Protect plantings from deer and
elk
• Thin to improve and maintain
timber stands
• Maximize commercial potential
through timber production
Congratulations to Pam and Jack
Dent, Clackamas Woodland Farmer
of the Year Nominees for 2019!
Clackamas Woodland Farmer of the
Year 2019: Linda and Michael Buser,
Lazy B Timber Farm of Estacada
The Buser family history in the
Estacada area began in 1928 with
George Buser’s (Linda’s husband
Dan’s grandfather) original homestead claim. Linda has a copy of the
letter granting the claim in 1930,
signed by President Calvin Coolidge.
Much of the old homestead was
farmed until the 1960’s, growing potatoes, strawberries, hay, and livestock.
Some timbered areas were logged by
George’s children in the 1960’s, but
the cutover land came back to

George. Dan and Linda Buser took
over 80 acres of the old homestead in
1973, at which time most of their land
was forested with trees that had naturally regenerated.
The Buser’s were blessed with
abundant natural regeneration, which
they maintained by thinning overdense areas, salvaging wind damage,
and managing blackberries and other
weeds on the edges and roadsides.
Dan enjoyed working in the woods,
using his own equipment. Unfortunately, Dan passed away in 2008.
Linda and her son Michael have been
managing the land together since
then. Michael takes care of the equipment and manages the forest operations. They also continue to maintain
a small farm with chickens, cows, and

a vegetable garden.
Now that their forest has matured,
the Buser’s have managed some larger
timber sales with help from forestry
consultants and contractors. This
includes about 6 acres harvested in
2016 and another 5 acre clearcut in
2019. After decades of tending their
natural second-growth, they dealt
with a new list of tasks included slash
burning, site preparation, tree planting, seedling maintenance and protection from deer, and ongoing weed
control. Michael has been real busy
cutting and processing firewood,
always a big part of their program,
but now ramping up to a much bigger
enterprise. Michael’s two sons are
starting to learn the ropes around the
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .continued on page 15

COMPLETE FOREST MANAGEMENT
Timber Cruising & Appraisal • Harvest Management
Forest Management Planning • Log Marketing • Reforestation

503-819-8022

elkhornforestry.com

Check us out on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram

CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org
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OSU Extension Forestry Update
GLENN AHRENS, OSU Extension Forester,
Clackamas, Marion, Hood River Co.

30th Annual Clackamas Tree School,
March 21, 2020
Registration for the Clackamas
Tree School opened January 28 and
we had over 400 registered on the first
day! Tree School should be completely full (650) by the time you read this.
We have to use the online registration
system through OSU, which works
well for most but not all (and it does
experience some “down time”). I
apologize to any who were frustrated
by our online system. It is important
to note that we mail and post the Tree
School catalog 10 days prior to registration. This is to give folks time to
decide on classes and to set up their
preferred method of registration.
Note also that, you can still send in
the paper form ahead of time and let

us register for you when registration
opens.
Now, we are gearing up to pull off
the big event, our 30th Annual
Clackamas Tree School! Thank you to
all who have helped make Tree School
happen over the years.
Managing to Keep Forests Healthy in
the Future
While the heat and drought conditions eased up in 2019, we have continuing concerns about forest and tree
health these days. The biennial Forest
Health in Oregon, State of the State
conference in Corvallis (Feb. 26-27)
provided a comprehensive update on
key threats to forest health across
Oregon. Presentations from this
event will be available soon at
https://www.forestry.oregonstate.edu/
cpe/forest-health-oregon. Following
up on that, we are planning to provide

Purchasing alder, maple and ash saw logs,
pulp logs, and timber. Also hemlock saw
logs and timber.
Centralia, WA

(360) 736-2811

Longview, WA

(360) 577-6678

Mount Vernon, WA

(360) 428-8583

Eugene, OR

(541) 689-2581

Coos Bay, OR

(541) 267-0419

Garibaldi, OR

(503) 322-3367
CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org

a local program for CCFFA at the
annual meeting on April 9. Dave
Shaw, OSU Extension Forest Health
Specialist and I will provide a compelling session on Managing to Keep
Forests Healthy in the Future. Join us
for presentation and discussion of
recent trends, projections, and options
for managing forests to be resilient
and resistant to future threats. Everyone is welcome. Cost $30, registration
is required.
Remembering Amy Grotta, OSU
Extension Forester
Looking back on 2019, I am very
sad to report the loss of my friend and
colleague Amy Grotta, who was our
OSU Extension Forester across the
valley in Columbia, Washington, and
Yamhill counties. I got to work with
Amy for almost 20 years and had the
privilege of leading the search committee to hire her in 2007. It is difficult for me to express the depth of this
loss. See story Remembering Amy on
opposite page.
Follow us on Facebook
Looking forward to the new
decade, we are striving to add more
options for our outreach to woodland
owners. If you or someone you know
uses Facebook, follow us on Facebook for updates on forest news and
future learning opportunities. We
made a new Facebook address for
Forestry & Natural Resources Extension Willamette Valley—Oregon State
at https://beav.es/ZVr.
We have also updated our
Woodland Notes Newsletter and our
monthly Forestry Corner E-news service. If you are not a current subscriber, please consider subscribing at
https://beav.es/4JU. ■

Get involved! Attend tours,
join the
board, meet
other members!
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Remembering Amy Grotta, OSU Extension Forester
BRAD WITHROW-ROBINSON, OSU Forestry
& Natural Resources (FNR) Extension,
Benton, Linn, & Polk Counties

s many readers in the north
Valley are aware, our friend
and colleague Amy Grotta passed
away in late December in Portland.
Amy had been living with cancer
for a number of years and her
fighting spirit had been an inspiration for all of us. She was an
incredible human being, deeply
respected and loved by all who
knew her. We will carry her memory with us always.
Amy was the OSU Forestry &
Natural Resources (FNR) Extension agent in Columbia, Washington and Yamhill counties. I had the
pleasure and good fortune of working with Amy for ten years since
she joined FNR Extension. Since
we worked in adjacent Counties
with many similarities in climate,
forest types, and audiences, I guess
it was natural for us to collaborate
on projects. We shared writing for
the Tree Topics Blog and our individual newsletters, designed and
taught many classes and events
together. She was very talented and
such a pleasure to work with. Amy
was an inspiration to me.
Amy had a strong passion for
her work that came from a deep
love of the natural world, and a
commitment to helping people better understand and care for it. Amy
was compassionate, unflappable,
inclusive, and organized. She liked
to involve people, build community
and get things done.
Amy leaves a void in the lives of
her family, colleagues and communities of which she was such a part.
There will be a celebration of life
this summer, and other events in
her memory will be organized in
the future, such as work parties at

A

Amy Grotta

the Matteson Demonstration Forest. A memorial fund has been
established to help continue her
work there. For more information
about that and about Amy’s life,

see the full story and Amy’s
obituary at http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/treetopics/2020/02/07/rem
embering-amy/

Clackamas County Parks and Forest is pleased to support the
Clackamas County Farm Forestry Association. As a forest land
steward, we are proud that our sustainable forest management
program helps to ensure that our timberlands are grown and
harvested in a manner that is environmentally sensitive, provides
community benefit and is economically viable. The revenue
generated from the sale of timber on County-owned forest lands
directly supports the County Parks program.

The County Forest Program is currently looking for timberland of
any age to enhance its portfolio and long term management
strategy. Please contact the Clackamas County Forester if you
have or know someone interested in selling or donating their
timberlands to
For more info contact
Clackamas County
Andrew Dobmeier,
Parks and Forest
County Forester,
adobmeier@clackamas.us
program.
phone 503-742-4425.

CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org
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CCFFA College Scholarships are Available
DICK CALDWELL

o further the benefits for our
membership, the Clackamas
County Farm Forestry Association’s Board of Directors has established two $1,000.00 college scholarships. A current member of
CCFFA must recommend/sponsor
an applicant, in writing. The scholarships will be available to graduating high school students and college students through their senior
year, and are not specific to the student’s county of residence, field of
study, college, university, or trade
school. Full time enrollment will be
required for release of funds.
The scholarship application
form will require personal and educational information plus two letters of recommendation, but no
financial data. The applicant must
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also submit a 500-word essay
explaining his or her distinguishing
qualities, educational and life goals
and experiences with their family’s
forest activities or those of their
CCFFA sponsor. Application
forms are available from Dick
Caldwell: 503-730-8114 or 503-6324403 or pinesprings@molalla.net
This year’s deadline for applications is April 30, 2020.
Winner introductions will occur
at the annual CCFFA summer picnic and tree farm tour in August.
Submit your application and all
supporting documents to:
Clackamas County Farm Forestry
Association, Scholarship
Committee, P. O. Box 783, Molalla,
Oregon 97038. ■

Looking for a place to make a difference?
Volunteer at Hopkins Demonstration Forest!

Retired? We are looking for volunteers to help us make Hopkins even greater!
— No Experience Necessary —

Contact: Phil Smith, Volunteer Coordinator
503-703-2522 • philsmith2522@outlook.com
Hopkins is located just 10 miles south of Oregon City
16750 S. Brockway Rd., Oregon City, OR 97045
demonstrationforest.org

CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org

Why Are You a Tree
Farmer?
JANE STONE, Master Woodland Manager

asked men standing in line at
the Weyerhaeuser seedling sale in
Aurora this question.
“I found that taking care of the
land makes me feel human—alive.
Watching the trees grow is slow,
but greatly rewarding.” –Kent
Hempell
“I want to live in a rural area. I
used to look after cows. Now I care
for trees.” –Walter Cate
“It is a job outside. The whole
thing equals being outside in
nature. It is recreation, it is aesthetics, and it is something tangible.”
–Kyle Williams
“Because we love trees. There are
lots of benefits to the environment,
animal and economic benefits, plus
personal gratification.” –Dahle
Gubele
“Something fun to do.” –Patrick
Delaney
Someone else said “I want trees
on my land—enough for deferment.”
I asked women “Why Are You a
Tree Farmer?”
Tina Carter said “because I
LOVE, LOVE, LOVE trees.”
Linda Butts said “there are multiple reasons. I appreciate the
opportunity to see wildlife, watch
the trees grow and know that they
are mine. I am glad to be able to
leave a legacy for my family.”
Personally, I can say that since
childhood, I feel a peace walking
(or even riding our Kubota)
through the woods. My eyes are
constantly searching for details. I
really appreciate all of nature...and
am grateful for our square piece of
the world to enjoy and walk and
work in. ■

I
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Tree Farm Overstory—The Lay of the Land
ROB GUTTRIDGE

here are so many
reasons to
love trees and
forests. Here’s
one more: the way
they can grow happily
on ground that is too
steep and rocky for agricultural crops.
A tree farm does not need to be on
level ground.
As a kid growing up on a small
farm in Clackamas County, I didn’t
think too much about reasons for why
there were woods in most of the
places that the farm fields were not. It
was obvious that some of the ground
on our farm wasn’t flat enough to cultivate. That was fine with me, the
woods were a great place to go
exploring and playing! I was glad that
there were places on our farm that
didn’t need to be disked and harrowed
and planted and cut and harvested.
The small wooded areas, steep slopes
and creek-bottoms were my playgrounds. I felt sorry for the kids in
town, who had to play in backyards
or city parks that, to me, seemed sort
of artificial and rather boring. I had
woods to play in, woods that were
pleasant and shady all summer long,
with a creek running through them.
Later, much later, I began to be
aware of, and somewhat concerned
with, productivity per acre. Those
non-cultivated acres didn’t require
nearly as much work to maintain as
the farm fields did, but it wasn’t easy
to see what they could contribute to
such necessities as feeding a family
and paying the taxes. If it wasn’t costeffective to cultivate those steep and
marginal parts of the farm, what use
were they to a farmer? They couldn’t
be easily made flatter, and even if they
could (by extensive terracing), no
farm crop would ever grow better on
them than it would on the deep bot-
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tomlands of the nearby Willamette
Valley. As “farmland”, the rocky
slopes just didn’t pencil out. But that
steep, rocky ground was part of the
farm, all the same.
Fortunately, rocky slopes are pretty
good places for fir trees to grow. Their
roots can reach down among the
rocks and find enough moisture to get
them through dry summer weather.
When a rainy winter smothers the
roots of bottomland trees in standing

water, the roots of the firs on the hillside are safe from drowning. Hillside
soils that would be too thin and poor
to support annual farm crops (even if
they were on tillable level ground) still
manage to provide reasonable annual
growth to a forest of firs. The trees are
good for the hillside soils, too: their
canopies providing some protection
from surface erosion while their roots
provide resistance to landslides. So the
annual forest growth on tree-covered
slopes steadily adds value to the whole
farm, even without an occasional timber harvest. ■
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effort to achieve the continued advancement of CCFFA. Did you know?
• The nominating committee is looking for people interested in serving
as board members. It’s a three-year commitment, about six meetings a
year, and some activities that you probably would attend anyway.
• The nominating committee would also like to hear from you if you
are interested in being an officer of the CCFFA; by-laws call for two- year
terms for officers.
• There are a number of standing committees that need assistance and
input; the program committee, membership committee, annual event programs, etc. These committees will make use of whatever time you can offer.
• Our CCFFA survey, conducted in 2011, found that the Forest-Tree
Leader publication was important to our members and there were several
suggestions, on how to make the content more useful. If you have an
interest, some organizational skills and some time, you could follow in the
footsteps of some good people who made the Tree Leader one of the best
such publication within the Oregon Small Woodlands Assoc. Talk to a
board member about being a volunteer.
• You can also contribute by passing along, either by hosting a twilight
tour or submitting an article to Forest-Tree Leader on some stewardship
practices, innovations, invasive species control, use of tools and equipment, safety practices, etc. that you are using or seen; education is what
CCFFA is all about.
• You, the members, are the best recruiters. New members help
CCFFA/OSWA grow. More growth means more opportunities to expand
educational programs and refresh the work force. In 2020 your challenge
is to recruit a new member.
If you have an interest in becoming more active in the CCFFA, the
board of directors would like to hear from you. A little time can be channeled to the benefit of the organization; helping at one event a year would
be a benefit and who knows, you may find more time to go along with
your increased interest.
Contact any of the board members listed on the front of the ForestTree Leader.
LETS KEEP CCFFA VIABLE

CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org

PAGE 8 • FOREST-TREE LEADER • SPRING 2020

Winter Seedling Sales at Aurora Nursery
ROB GUTTRIDGE

n the morning of February 8,
hundreds of homeowners and
woodland owners from around the
Willamette Valley lined up to purchase seedlings from Weyerhaeuser’s
Aurora Forest Nursery. As in years
past, CCFFA members were there as
volunteers to support the sale, providing information, planting instruction and advice, and seedling protection to help promote survival of the
seedlings in their new homes.
Jane and Larry Stone greeted folks
as they came in the door, offering
order sheets to those planning to
purchase full boxes of seedlings and

O

Carolyn Kaster and Jane Stone

bags to those looking
to pick out smaller
quantities from the
open boxes in the chilly
warehouse. Jane and
Larry are Master
Woodland Managers
and longtime CCFFA
volunteers, who have
assisted at this event
for a decade or more.
Gary Bush managed
planting demonstration
and sale of seedling
protection, with help
from Charley Vannice,
Kevin Kaster, and Kent
Hempel. New Forestry Kevin Kaster and Glenn Ahrens.

Charley Vannice and Gary Bush with the CCFFA display.

Education Program Assistant Amanda Brenner and Rob Guttridge
staffed the tables of information with
CCFFA’s display.
Weyerhaeuser plans another sale
this winter on March 14. Perhaps
we’ll see you there, if you haven’t
already gotten all the seedlings you
need for this year from CCFFA? ■
—See seedling order form
on page 14—

CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org
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It’s Not Always So Peaceful in Port Blakely’s Forests...
BONNY GLENDENNING, Environmental
Educator & Community Liaison, Port
Blakely

s a matter of fact, if you visit
Port Blakely’s Molalla office off
Grimm Road, there’s a good chance
you’ll hear squeals, shouts, singing,
and laughter.
Sure, our foresters love to have a
good time, but they probably aren’t
behind all that noise. It’s the sound
of students, participating in Port
Blakely’s Environmental Education
program. Every spring and fall, hundreds of students clamber off the
school bus and into our forest. Each
class has a private forest field day, a
follow-up to the company’s in-class
curriculum, so every child gains an
intimate, hands-on, positive experience in the woods.
This spring, the program will reach
a prodigious milestone. In April, our
Environmental Education program
will host its 100,000th visitor!
It all started in 1991 when the
Washington Forest Protection Association shared their dream of getting
every fourth-grader into the woods.
Our then-President of Forestry John
Warjone answered the call, committing the company his family has
owned for five generations to do their
part, and hiring forester Kelly Stanley
to start the Port Blakely program.
Twenty-nine years later, Kelly still
believes she has “the best job in the
world”, leading kids on forest tours.
Kelly’s focus on giving every student
a positive experience in the woods is
at the core of the program’s success.
The curriculum has changed dramatically over the past 29 years, keeping
up with state standards and new science, but at the heart of it all, spending the day in the woods with friends
is just plain fun.
In 2001, the Environmental Education program expanded to Oregon.

A

Bonny Glendenning leading students on a forest field day.

In 2007, I joined the team, and for
the past 13 years, I have had “the
best job in the world” teaching noisily enthusiastic Oregon students
about the benefits of stewardship
forestry.
The program is designed in two
parts to introduce and kick-start students’ natural curiosity about forests.
First, Port Blakely educators visit
their classrooms with hands-on activities. Fourth- and fifth-graders from
Salem to Portland learn native tree
ID’s, wildlife tracks, forest layers, and
wood products.
Then, one to two weeks later, it’s
field trip day. Boys and girls, their
parents, and their teachers bus out to
spend the day in the woods, learning
about our amazing Oregon forests.
And they’re not quiet about it. In
their eagerness to explore, phrases
such as “Do deer eat trees? I need a
primary producer for my food chain”
ring through the trees. “This is our
drinking water source?” echoes
through the valley almost daily. And
it wouldn’t be at all unusual to hear
someone shout my favorite “Look at
CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org

me, I’m feeding the trees!” with their
arms flung around a Douglas-fir
after learning how trees “eat” the
carbon dioxide from their breath,
and store the carbon, helping in the
battle against climate change.
We are tickled “green” with the
growth of our Environmental Education program and are appreciative of
the many people and organizations
who have supported our efforts to
get kids into the woods to experience
the wonders of forests. A big
“thanks!” to the Oregon Forest
Resources Institute, The World
Forestry Center, and the many school
districts and teachers who have partnered with us to deliver a high-quality program. And, of course, thanks
to literally thousands of students,
teachers and parents who have
walked our trails and filled our
forests with laughter and delight!
For more information on our
Environmental Education program
in Oregon, please contact Bonny
Glendenning at bglendenning@
portblakely.com or go to
www.portblakely.com/educators. ■
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Don’t Want to Burn? Other Options for
Treating Slash After a Timber Harvest
AMY GROTTA

Article reprinted from:
blogs.oregonstate.edu, October 2019

S

lash is the term used to describe
the treetops, limbs and other
woody material left behind after a
timber harvest. The amount of slash
left behind will depend on several
factors, including the size and quality
of the harvested trees. Universally,
how the slash is dealt with is an
important consideration in the logging process. Heavy amounts of slash
left on the ground can be a fire hazard and it makes tree planting more
difficult and more costly.
Piling and burning is the most
common method of slash treatment
nowadays. However, some landowners are looking for alternatives to
burning for various reasons. Pile
burning can be challenging due to
weather conditions or smoke restrictions. When logging contractors are

busy, they may be reluctant to
include pile burning in their contract
due to the time involved, leaving it
up to the landowner. And, there are
greenhouse gas considerations with
burning slash. For all of these reasons, it is worth looking at the pros
and cons of other methods of slash
treatment.
Pile, no burn
Some landowners choose to pile
the slash, but not burn the piles. This
is acceptable, but very large piles will
result in an equally large area that
cannot be replanted. If you do not
wish to burn, you may want to specify in your contract that slash piles
should not exceed a certain size.
Smaller piles will break down faster
and will not leave large, unplanted
gaps. All kinds of small wildlife may
also use the piles for shelter. Slash
can also be pushed into rows rather
than piles.

Mastication (“forestry mulching”)
Mastication treatments use mechanized equipment to break down
woody material into smaller pieces
and distribute them on the ground
surface. Any number of small
machines with various cutting head
attachments can do this work. They
drive passes over the area, masticating the material in their path as they
go. These machines are more efficient
in unpiled slash, so you would want
to consider this ahead of time when
negotiating with your logger about
whether the slash is to be piled.
There are several companies in the
region offering these so-called
“forestry mulching” services. You can
find some listed in the Oregon Forest
Industry Directory under Forestry
Services (land clearing/site preparation). Compared to piling and burning, the cost of mastication is probably equal or greater, depending on
the terrain and the amount of material to be treated. If you want to learn
more about mastication, this U.S.
Forest Service publication is very
thorough.

A mastication head that can be attached
to a small tractor or dozer.

Small slash piles like the one in the background of this photo can be planted around
without leaving large unplanted gaps.
CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org

Do nothing?
Sometimes, if there is a light
amount of slash, no treatment at all
may be needed. This could be the
case if the harvested trees were relatively small. For example, this summer I was in a small patch cut that
was harvested a year ago with a
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processor, which strips the limbs off
the trees in front of it as it works, distributing the slash fairly evenly across
the site (below left photo). The harvested trees were tightly spaced Douglas-fir, averaging roughly 12 inches
diameter. The area would be sprayed
with a site preparation herbicide mixture before planting this coming winter. The slash was left on the ground,
but since the tree branches were
small diameter and fairly sparse due
to the tight tree spacing, the unit
appears to be plantable without any
slash treatment. Additionally, the
slash is serving to suppress weed
growth which will cut down on the
amount of herbicide needed, to a
spot application.

Biochar
Biochar is a charcoal product
made from burning wood or other
organic material in a controlled, contained environment. The process
results in a product that can be
applied as a soil amendment in agricultural settings, and produces far
less carbon emissions than open pile
burning. Biochar could be a wave of
the future, but currently it is not an
off-the-shelf option for slash treatment at large scales. DIY biochar
kilns can be made from plans available on the internet, for those interested in trying it out on a small scale.
In summary, it’s a good idea to anticipate the amount of slash that your
timber harvest will generate ahead of

Harvested trees at these two sites were the same size and density. In the left photo, no
slash piling was done. In the right photo, slash was piled. Note the difference in vegetative cover (both sites received an herbicide treatment after these photos were taken,
before planting).

Managing to Keep Forests
Healthy in the Future
CCFFA Annual Business Meeting,
Dinner, and Program
Thursday, April 9, 6:00-9:00pm
Legends Bar and Grill at
Arrowhead Country Club, Molalla
The CCFFA Annual Business
Meeting includes the official
annual business meeting for the
organization, a good meal, excellent fellowship, and an interesting
educational program. The event
includes no-host social time, a
buffet dinner and the annual business meeting, followed by the educational program.
Program: Dave Shaw, OSU
Extension Forest Health Specialist, and Glenn Ahrens, your
Extension Forester, will provide a
compelling session on Managing
to Keep Forests Healthy in the
Future. Recent heat, drought, and
wildfire events raise concerns
about increasing threats to our
forests in the future. Join us for
presentation and discussion of
recent trends, projections, and
options for managing forests to be
resilient and resistant to future
threats. Everyone is welcome. Cost
$30, registration is required. ■

MINTEN
GRAPHICS

For comparison, in an adjacent
patch cut, the slash had been piled
and will be burned this winter before
planting. Here, the herbaceous vegetation had come in thick and a
broadcast spray application would be
needed (above right photo).

time, and consider your options for
treating it. Talk with your logger if
you’re unsure. Your logging contract
should definitely stipulate what the
logger is expected to do in terms of
slash treatment. ■

Kim Minten, Graphic Designer
mintengraphics@
gmail.com
503-769-9683
Newsletters
Logo design
Business cards,
letterhead,
envelopes
Brochures
Forms

CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org

CLACKAMAS COUNTY FARM FORESTRY ASSOCIATION

FOREST-TREE LEADER
The Forest-Tree Leader is a quarterly newsletter for friends of the
CCFFA, an Oregon Small Woodlands Association chapter.

ADVERTISING RATES & ORDER FORM
AD RATES
1 Issue

Size

AD SIZES
4 issues

1/12 page . . . . . . . .$50 . . . . . . . . .$95
1/6 page . . . . . . . . . .70 . . . . . . . . .140
1/4 page . . . . . . . . . .80 . . . . . . . . .160
1/3 page . . . . . . . . .105 . . . . . . . . .210
1/2 page . . . . . . . . .140 . . . . . . . . .275
2/3 page . . . . . . . . .170 . . . . . . . . .325
Full page . . . . . . . . .215 . . . . . . . . .425
ADVERTISING PRICES INCLUDE
TYPESETTING AND AD PREP.

Ad copy and logo/graphics can be emailed to:
kminten@wvi.com.
A proof will be emailed before publishing.

YES! I want to advertise in the CCFFA Forest-Tree Leader
Enclosed is a check or money order for:

Ad size:

1 issue

4 issues

Company
Contact

Email

Address
City/State/Zip
Phone

Fax
Please send this form and payment to:
Clackamas County Farm Forestry Assoc., Inc.
P.O. Box 783 • Molalla, OR 97038

Thank you for supporting the Clackamas County Farm Forestry Association!
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CCSWCD’s Library
of Equipment for
Weed Control

Free Netting Available to CCFFA Members

F

or most people, a trip to their
local library means they will
check out books, CDs, or DVDs.
However, when folks visit the Clackamas County Soil and Water Conservation District library, they end up
checking out something much more
substantial! In our quest to reduce
the weed population in Clackamas
County, the District has a number of
tools available for private landowners
to check out and use on their own
weed population.
Three types of weed pullers are
available to tackle those woody invasive weeds: Weed Wrenches, an
Extractigator, and a Shrub Buster.
All three have slightly different
designs,
but the
tools are
all hand
operated,
made of
steel, and
are
designed
to remove
woody
plants by
uprooting.
They are a
safe, selective, and
nonchemical
way of
eliminating unwanted weeds while leaving the
plants you do want unharmed. No
super strength is needed to operate
this equipment and it requires only
minimal instruction. Come check out
the District’s new digs in Beavercreek, and check out a weed-pulling
tool from their library! ■

CCFFA has been given a truckload of several thousand heavy duty
netting panels that may be of use to
our members. They are approximately 2 x 3 feet in size, and were previously used by Clark County (WA) to
protect young trees in their parks.
They can be cut with a heavy-duty
scissor to fit a number of applications on your tree farm.
They are free to members and are
available for pickup. Contact Board
member Bob Becker by phone at
(503) 718-1141 to make arrangements.

CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org
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2019-20 CCFFA Seedling Sale
Seedling Reservation Request Form

L
Qua imited
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Ava ties Stil
ilab
le! l

The Clackamas County Farm Forestry Association is offering tree seedlings for sale to members again
this year. The available stock is listed below. Inventories will be filled on a first come, first served basis.
If you have any questions, please contact: Stan Beyer, Phone: 503-519-5289, or email: skbeyer@molalla.net

ORDERING INFORMATION:
1. Please make your order number in multiples of the minimum order number.
2. Enclose a minimum 30% deposit with your order to reserve your seedlings (For orders less than 1,080 seedlings or 10 bags,
please include total purchase price).
3. No refunds for cancellations after January 1, 2020.
4. Confirmation and balance due notices will be mailed by December 31, 2019. All payments are due by January 15, 2020 to CCFFA.
5. Douglas-fir seedlings will be distributed at Saplings Nursery in Sherwood, OR, in February and March 2020.
6. Western redcedar seedlings will be available at various scheduled pick up dates in February and March 2020.

2019-20 INVENTORY AVAILABILITY
The following seedlings are for sale and will be available for pick up in February & March 2020. Please review the details and observe
minimum and multiple order quantities.
Order Code
A

B

Species/Seed Source
Douglas-fir
(Saplings LLC)

Stock Type
1+1

Inventory Available
3,800

Price Each
$0.65

Minimum Order
120

Order Multiple
120

Western redcedar
(Weyerhaeuser)

S15

1,400

$0.65

100

100

Description of seedlings
B
Plug block “S15” grown in the nursery in Styrofoam plug containers with 15 cubic inches of space (2” opening,
4.7” deep)
SPECIES/SEED SOURCE

STOCK TYPE

A

MIN.
ORDER

PRICE
Per Bag

Douglas-fir

1+1

120

$78.00

B

Western redcedar

S15

100

$65.00

ORDER
CODE

Mail this form with your payment to:
CCFFA Seedling Committee
P.O. Box 783
Molalla, OR 97038
Make all checks & money orders payable to “CCFFA”
Please make a photocopy of this form for
your records and future reference.
NAME

E-MAIL ADDRESS
ADDRESS

QUANTITY
REQUESTED

TOTAL AMOUNT OF ORDER $

MINIMUM 30% DEPOSIT ENCLOSED $
BALANCE DUE $

EVENING PHONE
CITY/STATE/ZIP

YOUR COST
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Clackamas Woodland Farmer of the Year, continued from page 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

plan, a document soon to be under
consideration for American Tree
Farm certification. You may get a
glimpse of these if you attend the
CCFFA Annual Picnic and Woodland
Farmer of the Year tour planned for
August 1, 2020.
For all of their good work over
more than 45 years, congratulations
to Linda and Michael Buser, Clackamas Woodland Farmer of the Year
2019!

There is a common vision of both
stewardship and succession to future
generations among all Clackamas
Woodland Farmers. Beyond the family, they serve the community and society by sharing their experience and
their philosophy of forest stewardship
with others, inspiring them to learn
and practice good forest stewardship
in turn.
That’s what the Clackamas Woodland Farmer Recognition process is all
about! ■

Thinned natural second-growth, Buser’s
Lazy B Timber Farm.

farm, and the firewood operation provides a big pile of work to learn on.
This is right in line with their goal of
keeping the farm in the family and
ensuring that the next generation
stays involved.
Their outlook for the future is to
keep up their efforts to tend the
maturing timber stands, build a bridge
across Delph Creek, open old roads to
access more of their land, harvest
mature alder stands, and keep planting trees where needed. That and continuing care of several thousand
seedlings of Douglas-fir and cedar in
the recent harvest areas to ensure
establishment and growth. The Buser’s
property is next to Loren and Sylvia
Bowman’s (Master Woodland Manager and Evergreen Award winner 2018).
So they have a great model of diligent
forest stewardship to learn from and
they’ve benefited from Loren’s knowledge and experience over the years.
Linda loves to take photographs
and document her family stories in
picture books that she puts together
and prints for posterity. These also
provide excellent records for purposes
of updating their forest management

FORESTLAND FOR SALE in OREGON & WASHINGTON
We market forest properties in
western Oregon and Washington

✓ Free consultation

✓ Property visit

✓ See the “Forestland for
Sale” tab on our website!

✓ 40 years experience

✓ Professional Forester

✓ Licensed Broker,
OR & WA

Mark.Willhite@juno.com

503-695-6419
Solutions from a practical forestry and financial standpoint
CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org

Clackamas County Farm Forestry Assoc., Inc.
P.O. Box 783
Molalla, OR 97038

CCFFA SPRING 2020 CALENDAR
Sat. Mar. 21
All day
Tree School Clackamas
Clackamas Community College, Oregon
City

A BALANCED APPROACH
▲
TIMBER MANAGEMENT
▲
ALTERNATIVES TO
CLEARCUTTING
▲
FOREST PLANNING
AND RESTORATION
▲
These forests have been
independently certified
as well managed.

PORTLAND FORESTERS - 503-222-9772
Scott Ferguson
Barry Sims
Mike Messier
CORVALLIS FORESTERS - 541-435-0383
Mark Miller
Matt Fehrenbacher
Shane Hetzler
Pamela Hines, Office Manager
503-409-2888
info@troutmountain.com
www.troutmountain.com

Forest stewardship for
productivity and diversity
FSC Trademark © 1996 Forest Stewardship Council A.C.
• SCS-FM/COC- 00062GN

Thurs. Apr. 9
6-9pm
CCFFA Annual Meeting
Managing to Keep Forests Healthy in
the Future
Legends Bar and Grill, Mulino
Sat. Apr 11
8:30am-2:30pm
Community Forestry Day—learn by
doing!
Hopkins Demonstration Forest

Sat. April 18
8:30am-3:00pm
Forest Weed Management Field Day
Hopkins Demonstration Forest
Wed. May 13
7-9pm
CCFFA Board Meeting
Forest Hall, Hopkins Demonstration
Forest
Sat. Jun 13
8:30am-2:30pm
Community Forestry Day—learn by
doing!
Hopkins Demonstration Forest
June TBA
Clackamas Woodland Twilight Tour

For more information on these events, contact
Jean Bremer at the OSU Extension Service office in Oregon City
phone 503-655-8631 or email Jean.Bremer@oregonstate.edu

