
JIM SCHREIBER, CCFFA Board member

ormally one
would just fade

into the sunset;
maybe with an atta-
boy in hand. But for
those of you who
have come to know
me well enough, you know that won’t
happen.

I have informed CCFFA President,
Gary Bush, that I will not be entering
my name in nomination for my
position on the board of Clackamas
County Farm Forestry Association
chapter of the Oregon Small Wood-
lands Association (OSWA) at the
April 2021 annual meeting.

I am writing this to provide ample
opportunity for a member of CCFFA
to step up and help guide the chapter,
and thus contribute to the direction of
OSWA, in the coming years. With the
outside pressure from various radical
environmental groups, as well as the
state and local governments, that are
confronting us, we need some men and
women willing to help in keeping the
small woodlands viable and allowing us
to manage our woodlands as the good
stewards that we all strive be.

With nearly 20 years on the board,
it is not easy to confront this issue,
but due to age and some personal and
family health problems, it’s time to
step aside and spend more time with
my immediate and extended family
and friends.

As a board member, I wore a couple
of hats. I have been the chairperson of
the Membership Committee for 23
years and due to retirements, sale of
their timberlands and their passing, the
committee has been reduced to one—
me! With assistance from some board
members and a couple of friends, we
have managed to keep our member-
ship at respectable levels, but this hat
needs to be passed on to someone will-
ing to commit to keeping CCFFA the
largest chapter in OSWA. It is a posi-
tion appointed by the CCFFA Presi-
dent, and while it may be more conve-
nient, you do not need to be a board
member.

Anyone interested in taking on this
role can contact me, or any board
member, to discuss your interest.
Declaring now will allow me to assist
a member during the transition of the
2020-2021 OSWA membership renew-
al period. It will also provide the time
needed to prepare for the 2021 OSU
Extension Tree School; which we
hope will be taking place next March.
Our presence at Tree School and
other events, with our CCFFA dis-
play, is an important educational and
recruitment event.

My other hat has been my repre-
sentation on the Clackamas-Marion
Forest Protection Association’s advi-
sory board representing CCFFA.
C-MFPA is the Oregon Department
of Forestry’s industrial timber owners
group which holds semi-annual meet-
ings to discuss and recommend forest-
land operations from tree planting, to
maintaining timberlands, logging

practices and fire safety for large tim-
ber owners. A report on our activities
at CCFFA is prepared and submitted
at these meetings; they do listen to us
and we have the opportunity to work
on issues that affect us all. Again this
position is appointed by the CCFFA
President.

If this sounds like a little much for
you at first, consider becoming a
mentor to those just starting out as
woodland stewards or are just now
becoming members. Put the knowl-
edge you have gained to good use by
imparting it, good or bad, to those
just getting started; I can tell you that
it’s very rewarding. 

Over the many years of being
involved in organizations, beginning
with 4-H, through the Marine Corps,
volunteer firefighting, and other vol-
unteer and professional organizations,
I have found that you always come
away better off if you put your efforts
to good use. It can be frustrating and
rewarding at the same time. Please
give becoming more active in CCFFA
some serious thought.

If my health allows, and the good
Lord and the devil haven’t decided
who has to take me, I will be around.
I have a couple of projects that I
would like to put together and still
plan on contributing to the Forest-
Tree Leader.

It’s been hard work, but rewarding,
and I wouldn’t trade the past 50 years
of involvement with the small wood-
lands people. See you out in the
woodlands.

—Jim Schreiber
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DICK CALDWELL

anielle Pranger is a 2019 gradu-
ate of Oregon City High School

and now attends Oregon State Uni-
versity.  During high school Danielle
took advanced placement classes at
Clackamas Community College while
maintaining a 3.84 GPA, and followed
that with transferable classes at Linn-
Benton Community College. Now
enrolled at OSU as an accounting
major with a minor in communica-
tions, during school breaks Danielle
has been an employee of Fisherman’s
Marine and Outdoor store. Robert
Campbell, General Manager, stated in
his letter of recommendation that
“Danielle is a hard worker who
requires little to no supervision, and
routinely fulfills or exceeds the
requirements of her role as cashier

and sales associate.” Danielle was
sponsored by her father, Tony
Pranger, and he shared that his
daughter “is the type of young adult
that I believe we as a society want to
see succeed in her education and
career endeavors. Thoughtful, caring,
and respectful of others are just a few
of her personality traits. Aside from

her pleasant personality, Danielle has
excelled in high school, maintaining a
very high GPA. At the same time, she
has been able to participate in varsity
sports, and hold down a part time job,
often working 20 or more hours a
week. Her responsibilities, and pay,
have steadily increased due to her
excellent work habits.” In Danielle’s
personal statement she stated; “One
distinguishing quality about myself is
that I am someone in the small selec-
tion of people who enjoys doing out-
door activities like hunting, camping,
and shooting. I believe that over the
years I have become a very accom-
plished hunter and that is something
not very many people I know can
say.” “My educational goals are to
major in accounting, graduate with an
accounting degree, and pass the CPA
exam to become a certified public
accountant.” “My goal with a degree
in accounting is to work for a business
related to wildlife and the outdoors so
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Looking for a place to make a difference?
Volunteer at Hopkins Demonstration Forest!

Retired? We are looking for volunteers to help us make Hopkins even greater!
— No Experience Necessary —

Contact: Phil Smith, Volunteer Coordinator
503-703-2522  •  philsmith2522@outlook.com

Hopkins is located just 10 miles south of Oregon City
16750 S. Brockway Rd., Oregon City, OR 97045

demonstrationforest.org



that I can have a part in the future of
outdoor recreation and be sure that
future generations get to enjoy the
outdoors just like I have.”

Jaden Beyer graduated from Molal-
la High School in 2019, and now
attends Western Oregon University in
Monmouth. While achieving Dean’s
Honor Roll grades, Jaden has been a
Guest Services Specialist at the Peter
Courtney Health and Wellness Center
and a student courier for WOU mail
services. As mentioned in her recom-
mendation letter from Gina Bilyeu,
Head Secretary at Molalla High;
“Jaden’s passion to serve others is one
of the most admirable characteristics I
see in her. Along with her two campus
jobs, she saves time to volunteer at the
WOU Food Pantry.” Trilby Beyer,
Jaden’s mother and sponsor, com-
mented, “Just another example of her
willingness to assist individuals who
need her help. As Covid-19 took over

our world this spring and colleges all
transitioned to online classes, Jaden
moved home. She continues to thrive
with classes online, making the best of
this situation. She has even chosen to
continue to work remotely for the
Health and Wellness Center at WOU,
updating their website and social
media platforms. It has been extremely
helpful to me having her home on the
farm. As we all know, springtime is
very busy on the farm with planting,
spraying, mowing, fertilizing, winter
cleanup, burning, etc. Jaden has made
time to help me tremendously, work-
ing side by side with me through all
the various chores. Her work ethic and
commitment is highly impressive.” In
Jaden’s personal statement she relates;
“Although Covid-19 changed the end
of my first year in college—fall and
winter terms at Western Oregon Uni-
versity opened my eyes to the world of
higher education. Sustainability, busi-
ness and interior design have contin-
ued to be interesting topics to me. In
high school I earned 47 college credits,
and at the end of this term I will have
earned a total of 90 credits at a 3.96
GPA, which brings me halfway to my
goal of a Bachelor’s degree after only
one year in college. This excites me
and I cannot wait to finish the last
half of my higher education and dive
into a career that challenges and ful-
fills me throughout life.”

Both Danielle and Jaden will
receive a $1,000.00 college scholarship
from CCFFA, as they enroll this fall.

The scholarship committee encour-
ages the membership to continue
funding the annual program which
started in 2006, and has now granted
$25,000.00 in awards.  ■
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Could this be you?
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COMPLETE FOREST MANAGEMENT
Timber Cruising & Appraisal • Harvest Management

Forest Management Planning • Log Marketing • Reforestation

503-819-8022                               elkhornforestry.com
Check us out on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram

Help Create a Fund for
Future CCFFA Scholarships!

For several years CCFFA has
provided a limited number of schol-
arships for particularly deserving
students to further their education.
Like planting and caring for young,
growing trees, this is an investment
in our future! Because of changing
circumstances, we need your help to
continue this program. For further
information on how you can help,
contact Dick Caldwell or Rob
Guttridge.



GLENN AHRENS, OSU Extension Forester,
Clackamas, Marion, Hood River Co.

AMANDA BRENNER, OSU Extension
Forestry Program Assistant, Clackamas Co.

orging Ahead Under Covid-19
The OSU Extension Clackamas

County office is still closed to the
public pending improvement in the
Covid-19 situation. Extension front
office staff are in the office, but pro-
gram faculty and staff, including the
Forestry and Natural Resources
Extension team, are still working from
home. We are getting out for limited
field activities, for landowner site vis-
its and for purposes of capturing
some educational moments on video.
While our team has adjusted to work-
ing from home, we miss offering in-
person classes and field tours.

Since we are still not certain when
we will be able to plan in-person
events, Glenn and Amanda have been
getting creative. Similar to what Peter
Matzka has done with his youth and
teacher education at Hopkins Demon-
stration Forest, we are working on
developing digital education beyond
webinars for our local woodland
owner community.  

What to look for: 
• Video stories featuring forest

assessment and management activities 
• 3-D tour of Hopkins featuring

pictures and videos demonstrating
forest management methods 

• Woodland tours 
• Webinars featuring Glenn and

local partners 
Once content is created, it will be

available on our new Extension
Forestry and Natural Resources
Youtube channel. We will also contin-
ue to share new videos and webinars
on our Facebook page and monthly
in our Forestry Corner e-newsletter.  

EFNR Youtube channel:
beav.es/efnryoutube 

EFNR North Willamette Valley
Facebook: beav.es/ZVr 

Tree School Online Moves Forward
with the Partnership for Forestry Edu-
cation 

Thank you to everyone who has
participated in Tree School Online!
The first series of Tree School Online
webinars ended on July 28 after 15
weeks and 28 classes. We will continue
to work with the Partnership for
Forestry Education to deliver another
series of Tree School Online classes on
the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the
month from 3:00pm-4:30pm, starting
September 15, 2020. 

We will kick of the next series with
“Biology & Management of Western
Redcedar” on September 15, followed
by “Thinking About the Future of
Your Forest: Passing it On to the Next
Owner” on October 6, then “Making
Maps for Management Planning” On
October 20, and “Fish Habitat and
Riparian Management” on November
3. Registration for these and other Tree
School Online classes will be coming
soon at BEAV.ES/TreeSchoolOnline.

While shifting the in-person Tree
School day to an online series was
challenging, the classes have been very
popular. The recorded presentations
and resources provided by instructors
for Tree School Online will provide an
extensive library of online educational
materials. We’ve always wanted to do
more online education, and the pan-
demic has given us the incentive to do
so.

All of our Tree School Online
(TSO) classes include resources from
instructors, continuing education
credits (for qualifying classes), and the
recorded webinar. You can access
these resources for the first 28 TSO
classes at BEAV.ES/ClassGuide.

Our Eastern Oregon Extension
agents have been working to produce
a series of webinars that are geared
toward the unique forests of Eastern
Oregon. The Forests of Eastern Ore-
gon series will be another great
opportunity to learn more about
forestry and forests in Oregon. Visit
blogs.oregonstate.edu/easternoregon-

forests to register. These are also post-
ed on the Know Your Forest Tree
School Online Registration page.

We do not know what the future
has in store for us as we begin think-
ing about Clackamas Tree School
2021, but you will have the opportuni-
ty to continue through Tree School
Online. Stay tuned! More information
will be available soon.  

Wildfire in Our Forests: Extension Is
Taking Action and So Can You

As you may know, OSU’s College
of Forestry is launching a new fire
program through Extension. We are
proud to announce that we have hired
a Fire Program Manager, Carrie Berg-
er, and a State Fire Specialist, Daniel
Leavell. In addition, we are in the
process of recruiting six Regional Fire
Specialists to be placed in communi-
ties throughout the State. 

The fire program
will facilitate land-
scape-level, cross-
boundary fire risk
reduction/preven-
tion, wildfire educa-
tion, and wildfire
and smoke pre-
paredness efforts
within our Oregon
communities. Pro-
gram Manager,
Carrie Berger commented, “Some-
thing I’d like our team to focus on is
creating smoke-ready communities. I
believe we should have fire adapted
AND smoke ready communities.” The
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Carrie Berger



Regional Fire Spe-
cialists will work to
create partnerships
for landscape
efforts—or to assist
those that are ongo-
ing, conduct needs
assessments, and
provide education
and outreach for
communities in
their local areas.  

Associate Profes-
sor, Daniel Leavell,
added that he and
Carrie are working
with the Oregon
Prescribed Fire Council to develop a
Certified Burn Manager Program for
Oregon and to address prescribed fire
liability issues and break down barri-
ers to increase the scope and scale of
prescribed burning where appropriate.
They have also been presenting at
workshops, webinars, and conferences
including the Clackamas Tree School
and Tree School Online. 

Carrie remarked, “And that’s just
the first year! For me, I’m really excit-
ed to be part of the fire solution.”
Leavell agrees, “This is a wonderful
opportunity—I’m honored to be a
part of the Fire Program.”  

As part of our annual wildfire pre-

vention and preparedness program-
ming in Clackamas, Marion, and
Hood River counties, our office
worked alongside other EFNR offices
across Oregon to organize a short
webinar series in May to promote
Wildfire Awareness Month. Visit the
websites provided below to watch the
series. We have also provided a list of
local, state, and national resources to
assist you in beginning (or continuing)
your wildfire preparedness journey.
And of course, your local Forestry
Extension agent, Glenn Ahrens, is
always available to support you and
connect you with resources.   

Wildfire Preparedness Webinar Series,
2020  

Webinar 1: Wildfire Awareness:
beav.es/owm  

Webinar 2: Fire Behavior and
Home Ignition Zone (HIZ:)
beav.es/ows  

Webinar 3: Fire Adapted Commu-
nities (FAC) and Ready, Set, Go!:
beav.es/owe  

Links to Resources 
Local: Wildfire preparedness is a team
effort. Along with your local Exten-
sion Forester, local ODF office, and
local fire departments, your county
Natural Resource Conservation Ser-
vice (NRCS) office, and your county
Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) office may have financial or
technical resources available as well.
Use the links below to visit their web-
sites and find your local office.  

• NRCS: beav.es/49n  
• SWCD: beav.es/owg   
• Glenn Ahrens, Extension Forester

(for Clackamas, Marion, and Hood
River Counties):extension.oregon-
state.edu/people/glenn-ahrens  
State: 

• OSU Extension Fire Program:
extension.oregonstate.edu/fire-pro-
gram  

• Oregon Department of Forestry:
beav.es/own   

• Keep Oregon Green keep-
oregongreen.org
National: 

• Firewise USA®: beav.es/owh   
• Ready Set Go: beav.es/ow7
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State Fire Specialist, Daniel leavell

Each Regional Fire Specialist will be placed in a specific service area throughout
the state. The service areas were delineated based on a data driven process using
fire behavior attributes (climate, topography, and fuels).
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DAVE BUGNI

ur family’s excitement began in
the summer of 2013 with a sin-

gle, engineered log jam we built in
our creek as an experiment—to see
how such constructions worked to
improve habitat for fish. It was built
from the natural blowdown of
Douglas-fir trees we yarded into the
creek and interlocked together using
a winch, a come-along and a peavy.
By fall, the coho salmon were using
their new habitat; which begged for
more. We were hooked.

Those of us who own forestland,
whether large or small, and have
creeks flowing through our property
take on an additional responsibili-
ty—to protect the quality of that
water. It extends beyond how clean
and cool the water is to providing
sufficient in-stream habitat to allow
aquatic life to thrive. There are a
number of opportunities available
to a landowner. Many enhance-
ments cost nothing, other than time.
I’ll focus on proven aquatic restora-
tion strategies for fish habitat we’ve
utilized over the years. Improve-
ments to the quality of the water
can also be implemented, if needed,
and I will provide additional read-
ing resources. Finally, I’ll offer sug-
gestions for where to go to learn
more about fish habitat and where
to seek out local expertise for assis-
tance and sources of potential fund-
ing.

Why expend the effort to enhance
fish habitat? First, several of our
native fish species are listed as
threatened or endangered, as their
populations have seriously declined
over the years. Those of us who
have fished our streams know this.
A key to reverse this trend is to
increase quality fish habitat. Fur-
ther, decades ago, much wood was
removed from creeks under the mis-

taken belief that an unobstructed
creek is best for fish. That incorrect
notion, coupled with logging right
down to the water in decades past,
prevented the natural recruitment of
large wood into creeks—when trees
along or near a bank died due to
age or disease, or succumbed to
landslides, or wind. One can easily
see this difference when comparing
creeks in the lower Clackamas River
basin, all of which have been altered
by humans, to those in the undis-
turbed sections farther upstream in
some areas of the Mt. Hood
National Forest and similar locales.

Most of us woodland owners live
in rural areas free from the pressures
of urban development. Creeks flow-
ing through our properties are typi-
cally cleaner and colder than those
in urban and suburban areas. We
nurture forest canopies for shade
and forest floors through which sur-
face and ground waters make their
way into our creeks. As a result, by
merely addressing simple habitat
improvements for fish, we can often

do a lot of good for relatively little
cost.

Conversely, in more developed
areas, other limiting factors that
affect fish may also need to be
addressed to provide a nearly equiv-
alent fish response, such as the need
to address water quality issues, lack
of an intact tree canopy, surface
runoff, etc. There are many benefits
of placing large wood into a creek
including: 1) provides cover for fish,
2) slows water velocities, 3) retains
gravels and sediments, 4) increases
pooling, and 5) promotes flows
through the gravels and soils
beneath and around the log jams,
which helps to cool the water.

The State of Oregon recognizes
and promotes voluntary fish habitat
restoration measures in the Oregon
Forest Practices Act, which allows
forestland owners, when working
with our local Oregon Department
of Forestry (ODF) Stewardship
Forester and the Oregon Depart-
ment of Fish & Wildlife (ODFW)
Stream Restoration Biologist to

CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org
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Enhancing Your Stream for Improved Fish Habitat

Photo 1: An example of a large wood structure (in the background), two large
boulder constellations and two isolated trees with root wads that were placed in 2014.
All are still functioning well today. Photo taken in 2020.



implement various stream restora-
tion projects. This approach avoids
much of the complex permitting
that is required for similar projects
off of forestlands that are not under
ODF jurisdiction. (Your Notifica-
tion of Operation, or NOAP, covers
this type of restorative work, should
you choose to do it and write a plan
that describes the work.) One can
also go through the typical permit-
ting process of acquiring a Joint Per-
mit, which involves working with the
Oregon Department of State Lands
and the US Army Corp of Engineers
to perform in-water work. This
process is usually more involved,
lengthy in duration and is required in
areas that are not within ODF juris-
diction, or involves very complex
restoration work. Lastly, in-water
work is usually performed during the
mid-summer (verify the timeframe
with ODFW for your creek), when
flows are the lowest and impact to
fish is also relatively low.

Our 2013 experiment was in
Suter Creek, a medium salmon,
steelhead, and bull trout stream,
(SSBT) and a tributary of the North
Fork Eagle Creek, which in turn is a
tributary of Eagle Creek. In 2014,
we added an additional eight engi-
neered log jams utilizing 40 large
logs, many with their root wads still
attached (see photo 1). This restora-
tion work followed a thinning oper-
ation. We donated a number of
large Douglas-fir and western red-
cedar trees (ranging in diameter
from 18” up to 34”) that were defec-
tive in some manner and placed
them in the creek with a large track
hoe. Your logger or a contractor can
do this for you, unless you are an
experienced equipment operator.
Our funding to cover the contrac-
tor’s services came from the Oregon
Wildlife Foundation, an indepen-
dent non-profit that assists with
Oregon fish and wildlife habitat
work. Also, assistance from our

local ODF Stewardship Forester
and the ODFW Stream Restoration
Biologist were invaluable.

In 2016, we embarked on a larger
project—removal of two six-foot,
side-by-side steel culverts. They were
a barrier to fish passage within
Suter Creek beneath our local coun-
ty road, so we replaced them with a
new precast concrete, two-lane
bridge (photos 2 and 3). This
opened up over five additional miles

of creek blocked since the early
1960s to anadromous fish (i.e.,
salmon and steelhead, Pacific lam-
prey, etc., hatched and reared in
fresh water then moved to the ocean
to grow and mature and, finally
return to their natal waters to
spawn). We also constructed three
additional engineered log jams in
Suter Creek on a neighbor’s proper-
ty and placed large boulders and
spawning gravel in areas that need-

CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org
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Photo 2: The original 6’-0” diameter culverts that were replaced with a new concrete
bridge in 2016. Photo taken in November 2014.

Photo 3: The new precast concrete bridge that replaced the two culverts in 2016. The
bridge has a 27’-0” clear span. Photo taken in 2018.
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ed them. Funding for this work was
provided by Portland General Elec-
tric’s (PGE) Clackamas River
Hydroelectric Project Mitigation &
Enhancement Fund. This project
work required a joint permit, as
described above, due to the com-
plexity of building the new bridge.

In 2017, with a small grant from
the Oregon Watershed Enhance-
ment Board, we placed another
eight engineered log jams using 40
logs, additional boulders and
spawning gravel further upstream in
Suter creek, along a quarter mile
section of our property and that of
an adjacent neighbor.

Finally, in 2020, three of our
downstream neighbors also wanted
to become involved in the fish habi-
tat restoration work occurring with-
in our creek. With their permission,
we received funding to restore an
additional mile of Suter Creek by
placing 19 engineered log jams using
95 logs. Due to accessibility con-
straints, these logs were placed with
a Vertol heavy-lift helicopter (photo
4). Funding was again provided by
PGE. With this last phase complet-
ed, more than two miles of our
creek have been restored and five
additional miles made available for
fish to migrate into, spawn and rear.
More than 250 logs, 200 boulders
and 100 tons of spawning gravel
have been placed. Also, six of our
neighbors, also forestland owners,
have benefited by having restoration
work completed within the creek
along their property at no cost to
them.

But the biggest winners are the
salmon, steelhead, and other aquat-
ic life that make use of the creek. It’s
been a very successful, multiyear,
community-based project. This
video link provides much more
information about this work:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f
bQbdo3jbaA

Others have undertaken similar

projects within Clackamas County,
often with the assistance of the
Clackamas River Basin Council
(CRBC), which is our Clackamas
River watershed’s nonprofit organi-
zation. The organization is dedicat-
ed to fostering partnerships for
clean water and to improve fish and
wildlife habitat and the quality of
life for those who live, work and
recreate in the watershed. While we
have focused on our watershed at
the north end of the county, exam-
ples of such successful projects with-
in the Clear Creek watershed, at the
south end of the county, include:

1. Three large wood habitat
structures were installed at the
Guttridge/Shibley community prop-
erty with a total of eight key pieces
including root wads and smaller
materials for additional cover and
interstitial benefit for aquatic
species. 

2. At Wonser Woods, a bridge was
constructed to replace a failed con-
crete apron, which also improved
water quality and habitat for fish.

Large boulders and spawning gravels
were also placed. Five large wood
structures comprising 46 total logs
were placed in Clear Creek and in an
unnamed tributary to Clear Creek. 

3. Within property owned by
John Foster, the Bureau of Land
Management, Port Blakely Tree
Farms and Carla Thomas & Phil
Koehler, large wood habitat struc-
tures were installed throughout a
two mile stretch of Clear Creek.

Additionally, and very important-
ly for us forestland owners, CRBC
administers an excellent program
funded by PGE called “Shade Our
Streams.” Under this program, at
no cost to the landowner, invasive
(non-native) plant species are
removed along riparian areas adja-
cent to the creek (those areas along
each side of the stream with special
vegetation and retention require-
ments for the protection of water
quality, fish and wildlife habitat),
appropriate native species are plant-
ed in their place, and these new
plantings are maintained for two
years. For more information about
all that the CRBC can potentially
do for you, please call them at 503-
303-4372.

There are many sources out there
for an interested landowner to learn
more about this subject. Some good
starting points are:

1. The summer 2020 issue of the
Northwest Woodlands magazine,
published by the Washington Farm
Forestry Association, which all
members of the Oregon Small
Woodlands Association (OSWA)
should receive. This entire issue is
dedicated to managing for water
quality. If you are an OSWA mem-
ber, you can access this issue online:
https://www.oswa.org/blog/nw-
woodlands-magazine/

2. “Oregon Aquatic Habitat
Restoration and Enhancement
Guide” by the Oregon Plan for
Salmon and Watersheds, May 1999.

CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org

Photo 4: A Columbia Helicopter Vertol
helicopter lowering a large log into place
within Suter Creek. Photo taken in June
2020.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fbQbdo3jbaA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fbQbdo3jbaA
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Many good examples of what can
be done and potential sources of
funding. Available online:
https://digital.osl.state.or.us/islando-
ra/object/osl%3A16552.

3. “Guide to Placement of Wood,
Boulders and Gravel for Habitat
Restoration,” by the Oregon Depart-
ments of State Lands, Forestry, Fish
& Wildlife and the Oregon Watershed
Enhancement Board, 2010. Included
are more good examples of what can
be done and minimum standards
for log, boulder and gravel sizes and
placements. Available online:
https://www.oregon.gov/dsl/WW/
Documents/bold_grav_place_hab_
rest.doc.

4. “Watershed Restoration for
Native Fish Populations: Strategic
Restoration Action Plan,” by the
Clackamas Partnership, July 2018.
This document summarizes the cur-
rent status of many of the watersheds
within the Clackamas River Basin
and some of the restoration work
contemplated. Available online
(https://conservationdistrict.org/?wpf
b_dl=649 ).

5. You can also call the CRBC, as
noted above, the Clackamas Soil &
Water Conservation District (503-
210-6000), or your local ODF Stew-
ardship Forester, which exist to help
forestland owners.

Some may be concerned about
the possible detrimental effects of
placing large wood in a creek. This
is a valid concern, and the work is
not to be performed without expert
guidance. It should only be per-
formed by experienced profession-
als, only after permit(s) are secured,
and under the supervision of the
appropriate ODF or ODFW per-
sonnel. Much has been learned
about large wood placement since it
was begun in the 1980’s, and what
was done then. In many respects it
is not currently best practice now.
Today, large wood constructions are
naturally interlocked, engineered log

jams of varying configurations that
reflect the anticipated high stream-
flow conditions in many small,
medium and some large-sized
creeks. They are expected to move a
little under high water conditions,
but not move significantly down-
stream or become dislodged. As we
know, wood is a natural material
that will not last forever due to
decay and other factors. But if such
engineered log jams are constructed
properly, they will last for decades.
(Many log jams found in nature
with large logs have lasted for a cen-
tury or more, particularly in smaller
creeks.) The Oregon Forest Practices
Act (section 527.785) recognizes the
importance of these log structures
for fish habitat and grants forest-
land owners an exemption from lia-
bility when landowners place large
woody debris. Such a liability
exemption makes sense since the
placement of large wood is also in
the public’s and state’s best interest.

Due to the success of our four
Suter Creek projects, we are now
embarking on an even more ambi-
tious project—to restore about five
miles of the North Fork Eagle

Creek and one of its tributaries,
Bear Creek, by placing at least 300
large, interlocking logs in 41 engi-
neered jams. Additionally, a related
project is planned to remove two
partial barriers to fish, one in Eagle
Creek at Eagle Fern Park and one
much farther upstream in the North
Fork Eagle Creek. The large wood
placement work is contemplated to
occur on Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, Clackamas County, and PGE
land near Eagle Fern Park. It will be
one of the longest, if not the
longest, single fish habitat restora-
tion projects in the entire Clacka-
mas River basin. Several of our fel-
low forestland owners will be donat-
ing large logs for this worthy pro-
ject. If funding is approved, work
will begin in 2023 or 2024 in what is
arguably the coldest, cleanest and
most undeveloped watershed in the
lower Clackamas River basin, mak-
ing such restorative work very cost
effective and immediately realizable.

It is amazing and gratifying to
see what one simple log jam built in
2013 inspired! ■

TRUSTWORTHY, QUALITY LOGGING
Specializing in Small Woodland Properties

RS Wood Products
Randy Stone  •  971-285-0458  •  lane@molalla.net  •  Mulino

— AOL Certified —

https://www.oregon.gov/dsl/WW/Documents/bold_grav_place_hab_rest.doc
https://www.oregon.gov/dsl/WW/Documents/bold_grav_place_hab_rest.doc
https://www.oregon.gov/dsl/WW/Documents/bold_grav_place_hab_rest.doc


LAUREN GRAND, OSU Extension Agent,
Lane County

ell, we are officially out of the
coronavirus slump. Usually

prices are at their peak in April and
then drop into July, but things are
topsy-turvy again this year. Summer
usually offers a plentiful log supply
keeping prices the lowest during the
year. With many of the mills slowing
or even shutting down in the spring
they just can get enough cutting done
to meet the current demand and
prices are up as a result. 

Douglas-fir prices are currently sit-
ting in the $750/mbf, $100/mbf higher
than historically average prices for the
summer. I’ve even heard some whis-
pers of prices in the $800/mbf range.
Roseburg’s prices are looking about
$50/mbf lower. Rumors are a buzz
that prices are likely to stay strong in
anticipation of meeting the lumber
demands and potential fire season
shutdowns if the weather doesn’t
break soon.

Usually I don’t have much good to
say about chips, and this quarter is no
different. Chips are over abundant
right now and no one is really actively
buying them. Prices are sitting in the

$20/ton range, not good enough to
even pay the truck to haul them out
on. Poles on the other hand are still
strong and slightly up from last quar-
ter. Short poles are looking at $875
and the 60-100 footers are around
$1050.

The Hem-fir sorts (spruce, hem-
lock, grand and white fir) are almost
$100 higher than what we reported in
February. The long logs are up to
$550 per thousand. Roseburg’s prices
are ranging from $450-$600.  

Pine prices in the southwest are
holding steady around $400/mbf.
Eugene’s pine market is down for the
count at the moment and currently
there are no local buyers. We’ll let you
know if that changes in the future. If
you are selling pine, consider your
trucking distance. At these prices, if
you have to move it too far, you may
be losing money instead of making it. 

Typically, trends in the Alder mar-
ket follow Douglas-fir, but more
recently have been slowing and flatten-
ing out. Unfortunately, production in
many mills has slowed down bringing
prices down with it. Currently, alder
prices are in the $450/MBF range.

Redcedar prices are on the rise

from last quarter and are in high
demand fetching $1000/mbf,
$200/mbf more than our last report.
Incense-cedar on the other hand is
slightly down. If you are in the
Eugene area you are looking at
$550/mbf and $600/mbf in Douglas
County area. Port-Orford-cedar prices
are holding steady in the $475 range. 

All I can think about right now is
how hot it is, but if you are in the
non-timber forest products game it is
time to start thinking about Christ-
mas greenery and getting your con-
tracts set. Cones are particularly in
favor at the moment being purchased
at $0.08/cone. Buyers are looking for
decorative white pine cones. Decora-
tive means solid and open. If you
aren’t sure you have the right stuff,
bring in a sample to make sure you
are on the right track. Oregon grape
and cascara season has closed, but
usnea lichen is still an interest. Usnea
prices have slightly increased to
$5.75/lb clean and dry. 

Hopefully you listened to my sug-
gestion last quarter to dust off your
management plan and start getting
your ducks in a row, in preparation
for more certain times. Well, we are in
more certain times and loggers are
going to get scooped up fast. If it
makes sense for your management
objectives to cut this is a good time,
but act fast we never know how long
our bubble will last. Good luck and
always remember to get your pur-
chase order before you cut!

Note on log markets for the
Clackamas County area 
By Glenn Ahrens, OSU Extension Forester

Log prices in northwest Oregon
have gone up since July, with Douglas-
fir fetching $750-800/MBF. Prices for
western redcedar logs went up to
$1,600/MBF! As Lauren said, there is
some expectation that strong demand
for lumber will continue into the fall,
which should keep log prices up as
well. ■
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Co-authored by TOM DERRY, Native Fish
Society, and BONNY GLENDENNING, Port
Blakely

he Native Fish Society, with the
support of the Oregon Depart-

ment of Fish and Wildlife and
Molalla River Watch, recently com-
pleted a high-priority Molalla River
side channel restoration project to
enhance habitat for coho and Chi-
nook. The project, which gives Moth-
er Nature an assist by bolstering exist-
ing fish-friendly side channels, is
located just upstream of Feyrer Park,
at the future site of the new educa-
tion-centered Schnick Demonstration
Forest.

Side channels are an often-over-
looked opportunity to promote
healthy fish populations, but on the
Molalla, they are essential. Surveys
conducted in the summer of 2013 doc-
umented 60% of all juvenile coho
rearing in the entire Molalla sub-basin
were located in 17 side channels. In
addition, 20% of all juvenile Chinook
were rearing in the same side chan-
nels. This is largely because the side
channels are not connected to the
mainstem Molalla during low flows,
and are therefore not impacted by ele-
vated river temperatures that exceed
75 degrees in the summer. Instead,
they are fed by cool groundwater
flowing up through the deep gravel.
These side channels have been identi-
fied as the highest priority critical
habitats for young salmon in the
Molalla basin. 

The project’s goal is to extend the
longevity of this high priority side
channel by using donated logs to
build point bar jams at the inlet of the
channel. These carefully placed logs
are designed to keep the river from

reclaiming the side channel during
high flow winter events, protecting
precious fish-supportive habitat.
Community members and small forest
landowners will be able to get a closer
look at this restoration project once
Forests Forever Inc. (FFI) opens the
Schnick Demonstration Forest. FFI is
the community-based nonprofit that
owns and manages the Hopkins
Demonstration Forest. Oregon State
University staff will eventually host
educational programs and workshops
at this exciting new riverside site. 

Both our organizations appreciated
the opportunity to collaborate on this
project, a great example of the impact
a broad range of restoration partners

can have by working together. This
important link in our shared efforts to
restore historic fish populations on
the Molalla would not have been pos-
sible without the support of property
owners John Dillworth and family,
and Forests Forever, Inc. Bob Oblack
and Port Blakely donated all of the
logs for the project. Critical financial
support came from the City of Molal-
la, Molalla River Watch, Native Fish
Society, Molalla River Alliance, and
the Zepher Foundation. This high-
functioning partnership rallied strong
local support and engagement, pro-
viding a great model for future con-
servation projects on the Molalla and
beyond. ■
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Good Things are Happening for Fish,
Forests, and Small Woodland Owners
Along the Molalla River



AMANDA BRENNER, OSU Extension
Forestry Program Assistant, Clackamas
Co. 
LAUREN GRAND, OSU Extension Forester,
Lane Co.

ellowjackets are a beneficial omni-
vorous wasp native to the Pacific

Northwest and are often more active
in the summer months when it is hot-
ter and dryer. They can also become
more aggressive and sting unprovoked
in fall when temperatures start to
decline and the colony adults begin to
die off. 

Yellowjackets can nest in the
ground making them hard to see so it
is important to take extra precautions
when working or playing in your
woodland. Here are a few tips on how
to avoid getting stung by these painful
(but necessary) insects.

• Pay extra attention to where you
are walking. 

• Listen for buzzing and look for
wasps flying in and around holes in
the ground.

• Avoid loose-fitting clothes. If they
get stuck they will sting you repeated-
ly. 

• If a wasp gets into a piece of
clothing, remove it as quickly as pos-
sible.

• Run away if you disturb a nest.
• Cover your food when eating out-

side (especially sweets and meats).
Yellowjackets are often confused

with bees because of their similar col-
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Clackamas County Parks and Forest is pleased to support the
Clackamas County Farm Forestry Association. As a forest land
steward, we are proud that our sustainable forest management
program helps to ensure that our timberlands are grown and
harvested in a manner that is environmentally sensitive, provides
community benefit and is economically viable. The revenue
generated from the sale of timber on County-owned forest lands
directly supports the County Parks program.

The County Forest Program is currently looking for timberland of
any age to enhance its portfolio and long term management
strategy. Please contact the Clackamas County Forester if you
have or know someone interested in selling or donating their
timberlands to
Clackamas County
Parks and Forest
program.

For more info contact
Andrew Dobmeier,
County Forester,
adobmeier@clackamas.us
phone 503-742-4425.

Be Yellowjacket Aware

Purchasing alder, maple and ash saw logs,
pulp logs, and timber.  Also hemlock saw

logs and timber.

Centralia, WA (360) 736-2811

Longview, WA (360) 577-6678

Mount Vernon, WA (360) 428-8583

Eugene, OR (541) 689-2581

Coos Bay, OR (541) 267-0419

Garibaldi, OR (503) 322-3367
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s in past years,
Clackamas County

Farm Forestry Associa-
tion has placed advance
orders for a limited
number of seedlings to
be ready for the 2020-
2021 planting season, as
a service to our mem-
bers who plant their
own small acreages. We will have both
Douglas-fir and western redcedar
seedlings available again this winter,
but thanks to a number of factors
affecting the tree nurseries, we don’t
yet have the final pricing and quantity
information for this year’s sale con-

firmed in late August, when this
newsletter is being produced. 

Look for an announcement to
arrive in your mailbox this fall, with a
prospectus and order form for this
year’s CCFFA Seedling Sale. ■

A
Are You Thinking About Planting this Winter?

A BALANCED APPROACH

Forest stewardship for 
productivity and diversity

FSC Trademark © 1996 Forest Stewardship Council A.C. 
• SCS-FM/COC- 00062GN

These forests have been
independently certified
as well managed.

PORTLAND FORESTERS - 503-222-9772
Scott Ferguson

Barry Sims
Mike Messier

CORVALLIS FORESTERS - 541-435-0383
Mark Miller

Matt Fehrenbacher
Shane Hetzler

Pamela Hines, Office Manager
503-409-2888

info@troutmountain.com
www.troutmountain.com

▲
TIMBER MANAGEMENT

▲
ALTERNATIVES TO

CLEARCUTTING
▲

FOREST PLANNING
AND RESTORATION

▲

oring and size. While yellowjackets
can cause a painful sting, they are
native to our region, and they are
beneficial to our ecosystems (read
more about yellowjackets and paper
wasps at beav.es/oic). If you are
unsure if you have yellowjacket
wasps or friendly bees in your forest,
visit the Oregon Bee Project online
at oregonbeeproject.org for
resources. For other resources on
forest pollinators (including how to
protect honey bees from yellowjack-
ets) follow these links:

OSU Extension Catalog, Bees
and Pollinators: beav.es/owV 

Woodland Fish and Wildlife, For-
est Bee Pollinators: beav.es/owj. ■



By KEN BEVIS, Washington Dept. of
Natural Resources; NICOLE AHR and
SCOTT EDEN, Clackamas SWCD

hether the cause is a disease,
insect damage, or fire, the result

is the same, a tree or possibly a stand
of trees dies. This leaves you with the
management question of what to do
with the tree or trees. Do you leave it
standing, fell it and leave it, or remove
it from the area? Let’s take a step
back and think about trees in general.  

What is a tree? Well, it is composed
of leaves or needles and a narrow
layer of living tissue over a dead skele-
ton of fiber that holds up the tree. The
bark is dead, but it serves to protect
the fragile living cambium layers just
beneath it. This layer grows in both
directions creating xylem wood to the
inside, and phloem towards the out-
side. The narrow phloem layer con-

ducts nutrients down to the roots
from the photosynthesis going on in
the leaves or needles. The xylem
moves water upwards from the roots.
Another layer of living tissue, the cork
(or bark) cambium, is just under the
outer protective bark. It grows only
outward and produces the bark itself.

The leaves (needles are leaves too)
grow out of the living ends of branch-
es and are supported by this miracu-
lous stem system. 

When something happens such as
fire, disease, or insect attack, the living
part of the tree dies, and the entire
tree is available for other organisms to
use. The cambium goes first, eaten by
insects and fungi. More patient fungi
will work slowly on woody tissue to
break it down into basic elements that
cycle through the ecosystem. This
takes time, and fungal action varies by
climate and moisture. For example,
wood decomposition rates for wet,
west-side forests are very different
than those for dry eastern Cascades
forests. We acknowledge that some
deadwood decay occurs on living trees
(hollow stems for example). So, a tree
does not have to be dead to have fun-
gal activity.

We know deadwood is foundation-
al to forest ecosystems. The roles
played by standing and lying dead-
wood include nutrient cycling, water
retention, soil stability, and habitat,
among other functions. Our under-
standing of this complex set of ecolog-
ical processes continues to grow.
However, how do we decide when to
take out a tree, or stand of trees, and
when to let them stay?

Is the tree a hazard? Well, a hazard
tree is one that has a defect and the
potential to fall or shed limbs on
someone or something of value such
as people, property, or structures. This
definition is used by the managers of
developed sites such as campgrounds,
trail parking, or areas with structures.
If this describes your area, a great
resource for hazard tree evaluation is
the Guide for Hazard-Tree Identifica-
tion and Mitigation,
(https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE
_DOCUMENTS/stelprd3799993.pdf)

A hazard tree in an area unoccu-
pied by people presents a no risk
threat and so those deformed and
defective trees should be left as habi-
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Dead Trees Give Life
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FORESTLAND FOR SALE in OREGON

Mark.Willhite@juno.com
503-695-6419

Licensed Broker in Oregon and Washington. Professional Forester.

120 Acres • 15 minutes from Estacada
3 age classes of Douglas-fir plantations

$565,000
Attributes: Deeded access • gravel internal road • gentle topography

Great forest investment, also for 1031, estate planning, future college funds
Recreational values, year-around stream, game, wildlife,

Secluded—but close in • Locked gate, call before inspecting
Check www.WorldForestInvestment.com/eaglecreek for more information
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tat whenever possible (unless there is a
specific known problematic pest or
disease present). If you identify a tree
as hazardous and decide to remove it,
be sure to wait until after the primary
bird nesting season. The best time to
remove the tree with nesting birds in
mind is between August 1st and Janu-
ary 31st. Also, consider reducing the
height of a dead tree for safety but
continuing to leave a shorter snag
structure for wildlife use.

But what about trees that die in a
fire? When forests burn, trees die,
sometimes large numbers. This is not
always bad news for wildlife. For
example, some birds, such as the
Lewis’s and hairy woodpeckers are
commonly found using fire-killed
stands. Browse species usually recover
and provide improved habitat for
ungulates such as deer and elk in a
few short years. But wood is left, and
dead trees will stand for many
decades.

A burned sea of black, dead stems
causes us to think we must DO some-
thing immediately. Not necessarily.
Post-fire recovery is a complicated
process that requires time and care to
help the forest heal. 

Dead trees have many important
roles and are an integral component
of the regenerative process of a forest.
They offer some shade to seedlings
trying to become established. The
roots, although dead, provide soil sta-
bility. When the trees fall, down logs
help hold the soil in place and provide
decaying organic material to the forest
soil.  

Dead trees are critical habitat for
many wildlife species, providing nest-
ing and feeding sites for woodpeckers
and other cavity dependent species,
perches for songbirds, and shelter for
ground-level habitat for amphibians.
This is true in the post-fire stand and
in the recovered forest where old
burned snags and logs persist for
many years.

Removing dead trees may be neces-

sary for the protection of infrastruc-
ture such as buildings, or along roads
where falling trees could pose safety
hazards. However, dead trees generally
do not need to be removed to help the
forest recover. Overall, the forest often
recovers best when the dead trees
remain, especially the larger ones, and
nature is allowed to take its course. 

For information about forest stew-
ardship on private lands, contact the

Oregon Department of Forestry:
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/working/
pages/helpinglandowners.aspx, Oregon
State University Cooperative Exten-
sion Service: https://extension.oregon
state.edu/clackamas, Oregon Forest
Resources Institute: https://oregon
forests.org/, or the USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service:
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/
nrcs/main/or/programs/. ■

15555 S. Hwy 211 Molalla, OR 97038

Buying logs / timber / timberland

Douglas-fir / Hemlock

Dylan Fritz, log buyer 360.477.6959

Office 503.829.9131 Fax 503.829.5481

Other Interfor sawmill locations in Gilchrist, OR,

Port Angeles, WA and Beaver, WA

FORESTLAND FOR SALE in OREGON &  WASHINGTON

Mark.Willhite@juno.com

503-695-6419

Solutions from a practical forestry and financial standpoint

We market forest properties in
western Oregon and Washington

✓ Free consultation

✓ Professional Forester

✓ See the “Forestland for 
Sale” tab on our website!

✓ Property visit

✓ Licensed Broker,
OR & WA

✓ 40 years experience

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/or/programs/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/or/programs/
https://oregonforests.org/
https://oregonforests.org/
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/clackamas
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/clackamas
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/working/pages/helpinglandowners.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/working/pages/helpinglandowners.aspx


Clackamas County Farm Forestry Assoc., Inc.
P.O. Box 783
Molalla, OR 97038

Tree School Online started as a 15-week webinar series that included many of the classes
that were set for Tree School Clackamas 2020. OSU Extension FNR and OFRI will continue
to work with the Partnership for Forestry Education to deliver Tree School Online classes

on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month from 3:00pm - 4:30pm.

The new schedule will begin with:
“Biology & Management of Western Redcedar” on September 15 followed by 

“Thinking About the Future of Your Forest: Passing It Onto the Next Owner” on October 6

To register for Tree School Online and Forests of Eastern Oregon webinars, visit
knowyourforest.org/TreeSchoolOnline


