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President’s Corner
GARY BUSH

o update you all
on the 2500
seedlings that I
planted last fall and
this spring...I am
sad to report only
approximately 100 survived and I
ended up plowing them all under and
planting three of the acres back into
grass for hay. This is the first time in
fifty-five years of planting trees that I
have lost the entire planting... But
I’ve got 2500 more seedlings ordered
for the fall of 2019. Hopefully we
won’t get two drought years in a row.
If you missed the Woodland Tree
Farmer of the Year banquet in October, you missed a very enjoyable
evening, the meal having been put on
by Clarkes Grange. Our Woodland
Farmer(s) of the year for 2018 are the
Guttridge Brothers. The committee
had to decide between them and John
and Adair Hollingsworth of
Hollingsworth Tree Farms in Sublimity. Both tree farms are excellent examples of managed tree farms and
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putting the Tree Farm system motto
of: Wood, Water, Recreation, and
Wildlife to practice.
I’d like to offer special congratulations to Loren and Sylvia Bowman of
Delph Creek Tree Farm, as they were
named recipients of the Evergreen
Award for 2018. From receiving the
WFOY in 2003 to the Evergreen
Award shows their dedication to
forestry and keeping Oregon forests
green and productive forever.
The board is in the planning stages
of getting tours lined up for 2019. If
any of you have something you would
like to tour or if you missed a previous tour and would like a chance to
take it again, let me know. I am making inquiries into touring the Horning
seed orchard in Colton this next year.
Dues will be payable in January, so
write that check that supports this
publication and Northwest Woodlands
and OSWA’s efforts to protect our
interests in Salem.
I wish you all a Merry Christmas
and a Happy and prosperous New
Year. Take the family into the woods
and cut a fresh Christmas tree and
boughs! ■

Clackamas Woodland Farmer of the Year 2018
GLENN AHRENS, OSU EXTENSION

verett Hall at Hopkins Demonstration Forest provided a great
setting for the annual Clackamas
Woodland Farmer of the Year recognition banquet, October 18, 2018.
Nominees this year were the Gut-

E

tridge Brothers Inc. of Estacada and
Hollingsworth Tree Farms of Molalla. Loren and Sylvia Bowman and
their Delph Creek Tree Farm were
recognized with the Evergreen Award
for their long devotion to the practice
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .continued on page 2
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Welcome New Members
Heather Weather
Gresham area
Andrea Duvall
Molalla area
Bruce Nicholson
Portland
Craig Nicholson
East Clackamas County
Mike Thomas
Happy Valley area
Keri Volmer
Wilsonville-Stafford area

2018 Officers & Board Members
President, Gary Bush
503.632.3567 • gbush@ccffa-oswa.org
Vice President, Rob Guttridge
503.656.3912 • rguttridge@ccffa-oswa.org
Secretary-Treasurer, Tim Dahl
503.349.1756 • tdahl@ccffa-oswa.org
Past President, Derek Craven
503.829.3003 • dcraven@ccffa-oswa.org
Board Member, Becky Widmark
503.367.0093 • bwidmark@ccffa-oswa.org
Board Member, Matt Twist
503.810.9431 • mtwist@ccffa-oswa.org
Board Member, Bob Becker
503.829.2118 • bbecker@ccffa-oswa.org
Board Member, Ryan Poteet
503.632.6912 • rpoteet@ccffa-oswa.org
Board Member, Kevin Kaster
503.829.4167 • kkaster@ccffa-oswa.org
Board Member, Bill Lenon
503.637.3190 • blenon@ccffa-oswa.org
Board Member, Jim Schreiber
503.632.3978 • jschreiber@ccffa-oswa.org
Board Member, Sena Chase
503.730.5199 • ssanguinetti@ccffa-oswa.org
Board Member, Kent Hempel
503.829.4767 • khempel@ccffa-oswa.org
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and promotion of tree farming. The
purpose is to recognize and share
their excellent tree farming work and
provide inspiration to other woodland
owners in the area.
The nominating and judging committee included: Derek Craven,
Clackamas Co. Farm Forestry Assoc.;
Sena Chase, Clackamas Co. Parks
and Forests; Mike Haasken, Oregon
Department of Forestry; and Glenn
Ahrens, OSU Extension Forestry.
Clackamas Woodland Farmer of the
Year 2018: Guttridge Brothers of
Estacada
The Guttridge Brothers family history in the Estacada area began in the
1860’s when the Shibley family
acquired land and settled in the
Springwater area. Six generations
have been involved in farming and
forestry. The five Guttridge brothers,
sons of Joseph and Wilma (Shibley)

Guttridge Brothers Woodland Farmer of the Year 2018

Guttridge, grew up on the Guttridge
farm. They started their Guttridge
Brothers Inc. venture in tree farming
with 20 acres from their mother
Wilma in 1985, which was expanded
to 100 when their father gave them an
adjacent 80 acres in 2005.
The brothers all had a hand in
working on the family farm growing
up, but the effort on their own patch

Rob Guttridge . . . . . . .(503) 656-3912

EDITOR

Jean Bremer . . . . . . . .(503) 655-8631

ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Glenn Ahrens
Tim Dahl
John Foster
Jim Schreiber

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS

PRODUCTION

Minten Graphics . . . . .(503) 769-9683

Anyone is welcome to use, with usual credit,
any article in the Forest-Tree Leader unless
noted otherwise. To assure no interruption in
receiving this newsletter, please contact the
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Editor”, but may edit for maximum interest to all
readers: Intent will not be changed.
The views and opinions expressed in this
newsletter are not necessarily the opinion
of the CCFFA members or of the editors.

Guttridge Brothers Rob and Gary.
CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org

began in earnest with the rehabilitation of understocked brushy areas,
doing battle with hazel brush, blackberry, and other weeds and planting
trees. In 2012 Alan Guttridge, recently retired from his job as a forester
with the US Forest Service, began
developing their management plan
with help from Elkhorn Forestry.
This helped clarify their vision and
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goals to:
• Encourage and maintain growth
of commercial tree species for current
and future generations.
• Maintain variety of wildlife habitats.
• Protect water quality, minimize
erosion and storm impacts.
• Provide a road system and yearround access for management and
recreation.
• Harvest timber to capture value,
minimize loss, reduce fuels and fire
hazard.
• Maintain and improve forest
health and diversity.
• Maximize natural regeneration.
Highlights of their management
efforts include:
• Rehabilitating understocked,
brushy areas and establishing more
trees, especially western redcedar.
• Managing root disease areas.
• Converting over-mature and
declining forest stands to new regeneration.
• Developing rock road access to
all management areas in conjunction
with timber harvest activities.
Recent timber harvest activities
(since 2012) include: 3 acres of root
rot area sanitation and 17 acres across
three other small harvest units. Vegetation management and blackberry
control, along with thinning and
pruning in young stands are annual
activities to promote success of their
trees, both planted and natural.
In addition to their devotion to forest stewardship and sound forestry
practices, the Guttridge Brothers are
very active in community service and
education. Their efforts include:
• Service on the CCFFA Board—
Rob Guttridge is currently Vice President, and Editor of the Forest-Tree
Leader.
• Service on the Clackamas Soil
and Water Conservation District
Board—Don Guttridge.
• Representing woodland owners
and CCFFA on the Clackamas River

The Hollingsworths at their tree farm.

Basin Council—Gary Guttridge.
• Clackamas Tree School volunteers—currently Rob is Exhibit Hall
manager.
• Springwater Grange events, meeting hosts and coordinators.
For all of their good work over
more than 30 years, congratulations
to Guttridge Brothers Inc, Clackamas
Woodland Farmer of the Year 2018!
Clackamas Woodland Farmer of the
Year Nominee, Hollingsworth Tree
Farms, Molalla
John Hollingsworth recalls many
days of his youth spent in the woods
that his father James acquired back in
about 1933. Much of the land was
logged in the 1930’s and 1940’s and
John remembers open ground with
cows grazing on the cut-over land.
After the unfortunate passing of his
father in 1959, John inherited the
farm and he and his family have managed it ever since.
The Hollingsworths’ general goal
for their tree farm is to “Maintain and
protect the environmental and aesthetic qualities of the forest while producing a periodic income.” Toward
this goal, their objectives are to:
CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org

• Conduct all operations in such a
manner that timber, soil, water,
wildlife, and other resources are protected, meeting or exceeding Oregon’s
Forest Practices Rules.
• Keep most of the acreage stocked
with sawtimber at all times.
• Receive periodic income that is
sustainable indefinitely.
• Sustain or enhance amenities and
income opportunities for future generations.
The work they are doing on the
ground to achieve these objectives
includes:
• Small patch clearcuts, some for
the purpose of sanitizing root rot
areas, which are planted to western
redcedar.
• Commercial thinning.
• Reforestation, weed control and
vegetation management.
• Improving roads and stream
crossings to maintain good access.
Recently, the Hollingsworths made
major improvements to one of their
main access roads where it crosses the
creek. They installed an 8-foot diameter, 60-foot long culvert at the bottom
of a nice fill under a good rock road.
. . . . . . . . . . . .continued on next page
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Hollingsworths with Stewardship
Forester Mike Haasken.

They hauled the big pipe back from
Eugene in two 30-foot sections on
their trailer, which made for an exciting but successful journey on Oregon
highways. Notably, while there are
sometimes government programs that
help pay for stream crossings, the
Hollingsworth’s covered the entire
expense. Their efforts will ensure
proper stream flow and a good allseason stream crossing that maintains
both water quality and fish passage.
The Hollingsworth Tree Farms
management approach has maintained a great diversity of forest types
providing a good variety of wildlife
habitats. These include young regeneration, mixed species of varied ages,
riparian forests, and large areas of
mature and older timber, some of
which is 100-years plus with very tall
trees (180 feet and more).
Congratulations to John and Adair
Hollingsworth and Hollingsworth Tree
Farms, Clackamas Woodland Farmer
of the Year Nominees for 2018!
Evergreen Award
Loren and Sylvia Bowman were

resources.
recognized with the 2018 Evergreen
• Retain the tree farm as a financial
Award for their continuing devotion
“security blanket” for the larger Bowto the practice and promotion of tree
man family.
farming in our community. Farming
In pursuit of these goals, the long
and tree farming in Clackamas Counlist of periodic management actions is
ty has been in the Bowman family
an impressive testament to “what it
since 1889 when Loren’s grandfather
takes” to care for a tree farm.
Joel Bowman purchased property in
• Harvest mature/overmature,
the area. Loren grew up on the farm
and began the third generation
of his family farm in 1968 when
he and his wife Sylvia purchased
160 acres from Oliver Bowman,
across the road from grandfather Bowman’s place. Loren and
Sylvia built a home in 1969 and
started managing as tree farmers. After Loren retired from 30
years with AT&T and he
became a full-time tree farmer.
The Bowmans manage their
land as a small family tree farm
and they do as much of the
work as possible themselves, to
the extent practicable. Their
goals for Delph Creek Tree
Farm are to:
• Manage for sustainable forest resources in perpetuity.
• Protect and enhance riparian resources on Delph Creek.
Loren Bowman sharing what it takes to run
• Protect and enhance wildlife his tree farm.
CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org
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dead, dying, unhealthy trees.
• Treat slash promptly
• Replant cutover areas promptly.
• Thin young stands.
• Manage brush and invasive
weeds.
• Conduct riparian enhancement,
stream crossing improvement, wildlife
habitat enhancement.
• Monitor stands annually and
adjust management.
A list on paper is well and good,
but you don’t really understand what
goes into it until you tour the property with Loren and see firsthand the
results of their attention to growing
trees at all stages across more than 30
different management units.
The Evergreen Award recognizes a
past Woodland Farmer of the Year
who demonstrates outstanding and
longstanding devotion to forest stewardship, sound forestry practices,
community service, and education.
The Bowmans have been doing this
for many decades. In the years since
they were recognized as Woodland
Farmer of the Year 2003, Loren
became an OSU Master Woodland
Manager (2007), helping many fellow
woodland owners learn about forest
stewardship. And the Bowman’s hosted an amazing Small Woodland
Equipment Show in 2010. Sylvia’s
hand-made centerpieces have been a
wonderful contribution to many a
woodland owner banquet over the
years. As Loren said at the recognition banquet, “Many people don’t
know what it really takes to be a good
tree farmer.” Thanks to the Bowmans,
many people are learning to appreciate what it takes, and how to succeed
in their own woodland management
efforts.
Congratulations Loren and Sylvia
Bowman, Delph Creek Tree Farm, on
receiving the Clackamas County
Evergreen Award for 2018!
There is a common vision of both
stewardship and succession to future
generations among all three Clacka-

mas Woodland Farmers. Beyond the
family, they serve the community and
society by:
• Passing on the land, the lessons,
and a philosophy of forest stewardship to others who will become good

stewards in turn.
• Inspiring others to learn and
practice good forest stewardship.
That’s what this Clackamas Woodland Farmer Recognition process is all
about! ■

Free Netting Available to CCFFA Members

CCFFA has been given a
truckload of several thousand
heavy duty netting panels that
may be of use to our members.
They are approximately 2 x 3
feet in size, and were previously
used by Clark County (WA) to
protect young trees in their

parks. They can be cut with a heavy-duty
scissor to fit a number of applications on
your tree farm.
They are free to members and are
available for pickup. Contact Board
member Bob Becker by phone at
(503) 718-1141 to make arrangements.

CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org
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Tree Farm Overstory
ROB GUTTRIDGE

Thinning a Thicket
have been learning by doing lately, and it may be worthwhile to
share what I have been learning
about thinning an overly-dense
young stand of Douglas-fir. From the
edges, these thickets look almost
impenetrable: several trees are trying
to grow from every square yard of
earth. Accept that you will be cutting
down several trees for every one that
will be left. Wear gloves, a hat, and
tough, protective clothing, and especially protect your eyes from the
hard, springy dead branches and the
briar vines, live and dead, that twine
amongst them.
Three tools are needed: a pair of
hand pruners for vines and small
branches, long-handled loppers for
the larger branches and small tree

I

stems, and a small, light chainsaw.
Without using the pruners and loppers first, you won’t be able to see
which trees you’ll want to leave, or to
use the saw safely to remove the rest.
First, you’ll remove the lower
branches from the bigger trees at the
edge of the thicket, up as high as you
can reach with the long-handled loppers. Next, you’ll lop off any small
upright tree stems that the loppers
will handle. Leave the branches and
small stems on the ground, perhaps
lopping the branches into shorter
pieces so that you can step on them,
rather than trying to step over them.
Once you have pruned up the
biggest trees, and removed the smallest ones with loppers, you can begin
to see which of the remaining inbetween-sized trees can be left, and
which should be removed. Use the
loppers to clip off enough branches
so that you can safely use the power
saw to begin cutting down trees to

Clackamas County Parks and Forest is pleased to support the
Clackamas County Farm Forestry Association. As a forest land
steward, we are proud that our sustainable forest management
program helps to ensure that our timberlands are grown and
harvested in a manner that is environmentally sensitive, provides
community benefit and is economically viable. The revenue
generated from the sale of timber on County-owned forest lands
directly supports the County Parks program.

The County Forest Program is currently looking for timberland of
any age to enhance its portfolio and long term management
strategy. Please contact the Clackamas County Forester if you
have or know someone interested in selling or donating their
timberlands to
For more info contact
Clackamas County
Andrew Dobmeier,
Parks and Forest
County Forester,
adobmeier@clackamas.us
program.
phone 503-742-4425.

CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org

thin the thicket. Start with the smallest, most closely-spaced trees. At this
point, you will find that thinning
trees in a dense young stand is not at
all like cutting down bigger trees.
Trees which have grown up tightly
together, fighting for limited sunlight,
have tall skinny trunks and interlocking branches. If you try to fell them
by cutting them at the base, they will
just stand there, probably pinching
your saw blade.
Instead, lift your chainsaw at
arm’s length to eye level, and cut the
trunk diagonally downward at about
a 45% angle, so as to leave a fivefoot-high stump. The upper part of
the tree will drop toward the ground,
and your saw will not be pinched. Set
your saw down safely, off to the side,
and try to lift and pull the bottom of
the now-detached trunk out of the
thicket, so the top can come down to
earth near the stump. If the upper
trunk is sticking into the ground and
too heavy to lift easily, use the loppers to remove branches before cutting it down again in the same fashion. Repeat as needed until you can
comfortably pull the remaining top
out of your way. Lop the upright
branches from it and any cut sections
so that you can safely walk around
and cut off the stump near ground
level.
After every few trees, stop to rest,
drink some water, and look at your
work. Lop and cut the down material
as needed to get it below knee high,
close to the ground, so it will rot
sooner. Remember that you can’t do
everything at once, you have to do it
in stages. It is only after you have
done at least part of the job of thinning and pruning your young stand
that you will be able to see what
needs to be done next, and what
doesn’t need to be done at all. You
will soon have the satisfaction of seeing a healthier, better-looking, more
fire-safe young forest. ■
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A Question of Herbicide Use
JIM SCHREIBER, CCFFA Interim Herbicide
Committee Chair

o, the heading is not questioning
whether you use herbicides in
your woodlands. It is a question of
whether your Clackamas County
Farm Forestry chapter of the Oregon
Small Woodlands Association should
pursue the continuance of discounts
on products for our chapter membership. (When you frequent a CCFFA
supporter’s place of business, be sure
and thank them for their support of
CCFFA!)
For several years the CCFFA herbicide committee, chaired by now
retired Larry Stone, has actively
approached herbicide distributors
about providing discounts on certain
products for our members. However,
with the closing of Wilbur-Ellis’s distribution point in Molalla and OVS in
Hubbard, it leaves only Fischer’s Mill,
in the Redland area, offering discounts to our members; this arrangement is subject to a new agreement in
2019.
Please take the time to provide
your board with this information:
The question is, do we want to continue the program? It is a question for
you, our chapter members. We know
that we woodland owners do not use
nearly as much volume of herbicides
as do the Christmas tree farmers.
Mostly, if we use herbicides at all, we
use it to keep invasive species from
encroaching on our small trees, roadways and some wildlife meadows.
Larger quantities may be used following thinning, or logging operations
prior to replanting
• Do you use herbicide in your
woodlands on a regular basis?
• If you use herbicides, approximately how much volume per year?
• If you use chemicals, where are
you currently purchasing them?
• What are the primary herbicides

N

that you use?
In order for the CCFFA Board to
weigh the interest in continuing the
herbicide committee and attempt to
re-invigorate the discount program,
we must have some input from you in
answer to the questions indicated
above.
Respond to:
• Any CCFFA Board member at
the contact numbers on the front of
you Forest-Tree Leader bulletin in
your hand.
• Mail information notes to

CCFFA at PO Box 783, Molalla, OR
97038.
A few years ago, OSWA and
CCFFA approached a large farm
store organization about a statewide
program on herbicide discounts for
woodland owners, but at the last
minute, they withdrew from discussions. It may be worthwhile to open
that discussion with distributors on
the broader statewide basis; your
information may help in providing us
with data that would be helpful in
such a pursuit.
We will keep you informed of the
interest generated by the responses. ■

15555 S. Hwy 211 Molalla, OR 97038

Buying logs / timber / timberland
Douglas-fir / Hemlock
Dylan Fritz, log buyer 360.477.6959
Office 503.829.9131 Fax 503.829.5481
Other Interfor sawmill locations in Gilchrist, OR,
Port Angeles, WA and Beaver, WA
CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org
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OSU Extension Update
GLENN AHRENS, OSU Extension Forester

New Forestry Education Program
Coordinator
This fall saw some changes in the
Clackamas County Extension office.
Former Tree School coordinator Jen
Gorski hit the books in September,
pursuing a Masters of Forestry degree
at OSU with a research focus on forest soils and watershed processes. We
appreciate all that Jen has contributed
to Extension and Tree School over the
past four years, and we wish her the
best with her degree and research!
Jen’s replacement, new Clackamas
County Extension Forestry Program
Assistant, Rose Clarke joined the Tree
School planning team on September
18, 2018. Growing up in SE Portland,
Rose got an early start in outdoor natural resource education at the Environmental Middle School. She entered
her freshman year at OSU as a biology major, thinking to go into veterinary medicine. But she caught the
botany bug in a plant pathology class
and went on for a dual degree in
Botany/Biology.
Her work experience includes five

Rose Clarke, Forestry Education
Program Coordinator

seasons as a Field Instructor with
Multnomah County Outdoor School
and two years with Extension in Minnesota, supporting groups of profes-

sionals and volunteers on natural
resource projects. Rose has a reputation as an excellent communicator
and coordinator, just what is needed
as she joins the team to put together
Tree School 2019.
Gearing up for a Tree-mendous Tree
School 2019
BY ROSE CLARKE

That wonderful time of year is
upon us once again! Make a list,
check it twice, and don’t be late... for
Clackamas Tree School 2019 registration!
On March 23, 2019, in its 29th
year, the educational extravaganza
will feature over 75 classes covering
key topics supporting successful management of diverse woodlands including: forest management, tools and
techniques, technology, roads, marketing and business, forest health, weed
management, wildlife habitat, forest
fungi, and more. More than 70 engaging instructors bring a range of practical experience, and the exhibitor hall
hosts 60 forestry-related businesses
and organizations.
Tree Schools held throughout the
state are a big part of the comprehensive Oregon State Extension Forestry
and Natural Resources education program. Classes at Tree School complement year-round programs from OSU
Extension and collaborators in natural resources education. “We really try
to cover the range of needs among
woodland owners, from beginners to
those with more experience,” says
Glenn Ahrens, OSU Extension
Forester and Tree School leader.
In 2018 Tree School Clackamas
filled up fast, with 300 of 650 total
participants registered in the first day
thanks to online registration. Be on
the lookout for the 2019 catalog,
going out online and by mail in midJanuary, and be sure to register ASAP
to get into your top choice classes. For
more information call the Clackamas
County OSU Extension Service office
CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org

Over 75 classes will be offered at Tree
School 2019 covering a wide range of
topics.

(503-655-8631) or visit http://extensionweb.forestry.oregonstate.edu/treeschool.
Join the Oregon Season Tracker
Citizen Science Program
BY ROSE CLARKE

Here in the Forestry corner of your
local Oregon State Extension office in
Oregon City, we do our best to
address the questions and concerns
that you, as active woodland owners
and managers, bring to us from the
field. This summer we were hit with a
wave of questions relating to local climate conditions and how these affect
forest health; everything from drought
stress and seedling survival to root rot,
mysterious redcedar mortality, and
extreme fire hazard conditions.
Farmers of all kinds are closely tied
to the fitful ebbs and flows of seasonal
weather which add up to longer-term
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climate patterns. Forward-thinking
tree farmers, whose crop spans
decades rather than months, face a
special challenge in figuring out what
the future holds for their property and
investments. Through it all, one question rises to the top: what can I be
doing to better understand, prepare
for, and respond to variables beyond
my control?
A good place to start is to pay
attention and listen—drawing information from the trees themselves as
well as from other plants, animals,
rainfall, and from each other. In an
effort to facilitate this ‘listening,’ the
OSU Extension Oregon Season
Trackers (OST) program was born.
Since 2014, a growing network of
engaged citizen scientist volunteers
across the state have been connected
through this awesome program with
real and applicable impacts. Participants come to OST with a range of
background knowledge and motivations—classrooms of school children
join curious landowners, naturedrawn urbanites, and passionate
researchers. Through a combination
of brief online and in-person trainings, participants learn standardized
yet simple methods to measure and
record seasonal ecosystem changes
(phenology) of key native plant
species and rainfall in a site that they
adopt.
The information that OST participants gather is shared with the entire

Minten Graphics
Kim Minten, Graphic Designer

kminten@wvi.com
503-769-9683
Newsletters

Oregon Season Tracker students.

network and, among other uses,
directly helps expand the scale of
research being done at HJ Andrews
Experimental Forest in the Cascade
Range southeast of Corvallis. From
the power of individual observations
combining to yield better data and
better science, we find the potential
for more informed environmental and
natural resource education, identifying trends, addressing challenges, and

keeping Oregonians involved and
active in the process.
Are you interested in honing your
observation skills to be a part of this
important citizen science network?
Dedicate 20 minutes per week to
tracking phenology and rainfall in
your woodland; help us build our
knowledge base to answer your big
questions. We are seeking participants
for a Spring 2019 OST training including two hours of self-paced online
learning followed by an in-person
skill-building session to be held at the
Clackamas County Extension office
annex (200 Warner-Milne Rd, Oregon
City OR) on February 19, 2019 from 68 pm. The training fee is $40 per
household and includes the programapproved rain gauge to set up in your
site. Register online at http://bit.ly/OR
SeasonTrackerTraining or contact
Jean Bremer (503-655-8631, jean.bremer@oregonstate.edu). ■

Purchasing alder, maple and ash saw logs,
pulp logs, and timber. Also hemlock saw
logs and timber.
Centralia, WA

(360) 736-2811

Longview, WA

(360) 577-6678

Mount Vernon, WA

(360) 428-8583

Eugene, OR

(541) 689-2581

Coos Bay, OR

(541) 267-0419

Garibaldi, OR

(503) 322-3367

Logo design
Business cards,
letterhead,
envelopes
Brochures
Forms

CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org
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WOW for Women Owning Woodlands
JANE STONE, Master Woodland Manager

he biennial retreat for women
who own or share ownership in
farm forestry was held at the Molalla
River Retreat Center for two nights
in October. Women arrived anxious
to renew kindred spirits and make
new friends while absorbing forestry
information.
The first evening Daniel Leavell,
OSU fire ecologist, spoke to us about
fire in general, in and around our
homes, and in our forests. “Fire is
not an evil thing, it is the great constant” he told us.
Fire is affected by WEATHER &
TOPOGRAPHY & FUELS. We cannot control the weather, but we can
become alert and aware of daily
weather conditions. We can consider
our own topography. Do we have
slopes or steep hills with timber or
young tree stands? Fire can spread
faster going up a hill. What is the
topography or neighboring properties? Fuels mean burnable substance.

T

Evaluate your trees and forest floor.
Could a little pruning and ground
clearing keep a small fire from reaching high into your trees? How is your
forest road system? Can a fire truck
get around in your woods? Is there
defensible space around each of your
buildings? Keep in mind that the red
flag conditions are: WIND & HIGH
TEMPERATURES & LOW AIR
HUMIDITY.
It was suggested that you put in
your management plan information
about fire and your local contact
information, as
well as width of
roads available,
plus where to
quickly find your
fire suppression
tools and useful
equipment. We
should also do a
risk assessment of
our own property.
We were given a
fuel hazard rating

CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org

worksheet to help.
The conclusion of this lecture was,
of course, a small campfire made by
Daniel for our personal question and
answer time. There was good participation and enjoyment before pizza
time.
On Saturday morning, Amy Grotta, OSU extension agent, taught two
sessions. First and foremost of
importance for new forest tree farmers is to realize the personal value of
making a management plan for your
tree farm. This will take a lot of time,
work and thinking, plus possible
family communication. You may fol-
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low a simple outline suggested by
your local extension agent, which
could satisfy and help you, but if you
plan to apply for any kind of financial aid, you should finish with a professional plan.
Amy gave everyone a large piece
of blank paper. We were asked to
roughly sketch our forest property,
marking buildings, roads, plot of X
age trees here and plot of XX age
trees there, water sources, meadows
and property boundaries. Amy then
led us to think about the following
topics:
1-History of my property
2-My forest at present
3-How I use my forest now
4-My vision for the future
5-My priorities for action
For example, Amy used her experience in researching the Matteson
tract that was recently donated to
OSU College of Forestry (near Hagg
Lake in Washington County) and is
now the Rubie P. Matteson Demonstration Forest.
Our take home was good resource
lists of where to go for information
to help us update or begin a forest
management plan.
Extension agent Alicia Christiansen gave us a Trees to Know in
Oregon book, by Edward C. Jensen
(available through extension agents
or office). With pictures and a handout, she taught us the steps to follow
to identify any tree that arouses our
curiosity. Then we took off to the
woods on a warm, sunny afternoon.
She shared interesting information as
we stood around the trees. Did you
know our state tree, the Douglas-fir,
furnishes more products for human
use than any other tree in the world?
The hyphen in the name indicates
that it is not a true fir and always
should be written with capital D and
the hyphen. (True firs have cones
that sit upright on the branches). It
was named for David Douglas, a
Scottish botanist who roamed the

northwest in the 1820s. The Washington state tree, Western Hemlock,
always tips its top over, and it thrives
in shade. Montana’s state tree, the
Ponderosa pine, is also Oregon’s
number two tree, and some are
adapted to the Willamette valley elevation/ climate. We looked at a big
beautiful (not giant) sequoia redwood that is native to southern Oregon. Red alder is the most common
broadleaf tree in western Oregon.
Oregon ash is easy to identify
because it has 5 to 9 leaflets per what
is considered one long leaf. LAST
BUT NOT LEAST was our time
spent crunching leaves under a very
large big leaf maple tree and comparing it to some very tall vine maples
nearby. Alicia’s last bit of info was
that rubbing alcohol is good to take
pitch off of your fingers!
Master Naturalist Marilyn Ellis
came to tell us about the birds in our
trees. She was a wealth of knowledge
and very enthusiastic. Her overhead
pictures were beautiful. Most birds
communicate early in the morning
and in the late afternoon. Their calling and singing communicate
courtship, defining their territory,
telling people to go away, or the frenzied predator alert. Do not put a peg
or doorstep in front of your birdhouse open hole. Bird feeding tubes
are best because there should be no
way for a bird to walk on their droppings as in/on a feeding tray.
Marilyn told us many interesting
details about bird anatomy, such as
that all birds molt their feathers symmetrically for balance. Feathers mean
everything to a bird. If you happen
upon a bird after an oil spill, the way
to clean a bird is first clean the bird
with vegetable oil, then soak in warm
water, and finally use Dawn dish
soap. Marilyn also said that, to be
proper, we should only say gull, not
seagull, and say Canada goose, not
Canadian goose.
Her “Secret Life of Birds” handCCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org

out included books and websites,
plus nest box dimensions. In closing
Marilyn said that people have always
put wings on the things that are special, such as angels and in art work.
Our WOW leader, Tiffany Hopkins, had a real treat for us on Saturday evening. She brought freshly cut
oak log pieces, about 18 inches long
and 2 1/2 inches in diameter, for us to
inoculate with Shitake mushroom
spores, called spawn. These were purchased imbedded in a sawdust block.
On the patio, we drilled holes into
our logs, then plunged the mushroom
spores into the log with a special tool
and sealed them with melted food
grade wax. We need to keep our log
in a shady location, not touching
soil, and water it every 7 days. It will
be 6 to 18 months before our first
crop of mushrooms will appear, and
thereafter the mycelium can produce
mushrooms every 6 to 18 months for
5 to 7 years!!! Wow, what a gift!
Tiffany, with another OSU extension agent, co-wrote the informative
directions which have been published
as #EM 9162 for the OSU Forestry
and Natural Resources Extension
Program.
Our last morning was group sharing time, led by Tiffany Hopkins, our
OSU extension leader. The topic was:
Fears in Management. Whether
alone or sharing responsibility with
spouse and or family, we know that
there is always something to do in
and for our woodland property. We
can be in charge even if we direct
others to do the work. We are learning via an easy and comfortable way,
when we come to WOW meetings
and other forestry gatherings. WOW
gatherings always provide much
resource information. We have fun,
too.
For more information about
“WOWnet” activities you may contact
tiffany.hopkins@oregonstate.edu. ■
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New Guide for Woody Weeds of Clackamas County
LISA KILDERS, Clackamas SWCD

new year has arrived and hopefully one of your resolutions is
to control the invasive weeds on
your property! Even if that was not
your resolution, this is the best time
of year to pull those invasive woody
weeds. While some can be notoriously aggressive, others stay under
the radar slowly impacting your
property. Due to the significant
investment often required to control
these weeds, it is helpful to identify
and manage them early. For that
reason, Clackamas Soil and Water
Conservation District WeedWise
Specialist, Jeff Lesh, has been working hard to finish our new publication, Woody Weeds of Clackamas
County. This guide is available
online to download or print at
https://conservationdistrict.org. A
paper copy may be requested by
contacting the District. Information
is provided at the end of the article.
The WeedWise program developed this guide because accurate
identification of woody weeds is crucial for control. Identification can
be difficult, but this guide provides a
starting place for familiarizing your-

A

self with the more common woody
weeds that you may encounter when
managing a property in Clackamas
County.
The following is an excerpt from
the Woody Weeds of Clackamas
County.
What is a woody weed?
This weed guide covers plants
that are woody, non-native, and are
either invasive or naturalized in
Clackamas County. We also include
invasive species likely to be introduced that would present a high

economic or environmental risk to
the county.
Woody plants have a prominent
above-ground stem that persists
through time. This includes shrubs,
vines, and trees. Some large plants
appear woody but actually die back
every year, such as Japanese
knotweed (Fallopia japonica).
Non-native refers to plants that
are found in areas where they historically did not occur. We do not
cover native species that are often
described as weeds, such as poison
oak (Toxicodendron diversilobum).
Naturalized refers to non-native
plants that reproduce consistently
and sustain populations over many
life cycles without direct intervention
by humans (or in spite of human
intervention). These species are not
necessarily weedy in all settings.
Invasive plants are non-native,
naturalized species whose aggressive
growth displaces native or desirable
vegetation and has a negative
impact on our community.
Plants like this are sometimes sold
commercially. Their inclusion here is
not intended as a judgment of their
horticultural value but is provided as
a means to help landowners avoid
problems. Most non-native plants
introduced for landscape or agricultural purposes do not naturalize and
become weedy. However, some do.
In fact, research shows that in the
United States 82% of 235 analyzed
naturalized woody plant species had
been used in landscaping. We recommend that you research any weedy
tendencies before introducing plants
onto your property.
Impacts
In Clackamas County, woody
weeds vary from notorious species
like Scotch broom (Cytisus
scoparius) and Himalayan blackberry (Rubus armeniacus) to less
impactful species like European
mountain-ash (Sorbus aucuparia),

CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org
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which can still come to dominate
and displace native vegetation in
some settings.
Potential impacts of these weeds
include:
• displacing native vegetation
• reducing crop yields
• harming fish and wildlife
• harming human health
• damaging property and infrastructure
• reducing forage for livestock
and wildlife
• decreasing property values
• increasing erosion
• decreasing water quality and
quantity
• limiting land use
• disrupting ecological processes
Accurately identifying and then
investigating the biology and potential impacts of occurring species will
help you to prioritize which weed
patches warrant management on
your property. This guide also
includes management and control
practices including preventative
measures, biological, mechanical,
cultural, and chemical control.
To request a paper copy of the
guide contact the Clackamas Soil
and Water Conservation District at
503-210-6000 or send a message to
info@conservationdistrict.org.
Just a reminder, the Clackamas
Soil and Water Conservation District offers equipment to help you
pull woody weeds. We have a number of weed wrench type pullers
available to check out. This is a
great time of the year to pull those
stubborn weeds while the ground is
moist and pulling is easier!
Assistance from the USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service
The current financial assistance
program available for non-industrial
private forest landowners is focused
on structural diversity in our forests.
There are opportunities for cost
share for developing management

plans (required to participate with
NRCS), thinning overstocked
stands, competing species control,
and planting. The deadline to signup to for the forest structural diversity program is March 15, 2019.
Applications are accepted on a continuous basis. Please do not wait
until the last week to apply.
For questions or if you would like
to make an appointment to sign up,

please contact Kim Galland, District
Conservationist at 503-210-6032 or
send a message to Kimberly.
Galland@or.usda.gov
For more information on NRCS
program available throughout
Oregon visit this website and select
your County for detailed information on what is available:
https://bit.ly/2TYmlQw ■

Looking for a place to make a difference?
Volunteer at Hopkins Demonstration Forest!

Retired? We are looking for volunteers to help us make Hopkins even greater!
— No Experience Necessary —

Contact: Phil Smith, Volunteer Coordinator
503-703-2522 • philsmith2522@outlook.com
Hopkins is located just 10 miles south of Oregon City
16750 S. Brockway Rd., Oregon City, OR 97045
demonstrationforest.org

CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org
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2018-19 CCFFA Seedling Sale
Seedling Reservation Request Form

Don
Out ’t Mis
—O s
Tod rder
ay!

The Clackamas County Farm Forestry Association is offering tree seedlings for sale this year.
The available stock is listed below. Orders will be filled on a first come, first served basis.
If you have any questions, please contact: Stan Beyer, Phone: 503-519-5289, or email: skbeyer@molalla.net

ORDERING INFORMATION:
1. Please make your order number in multiples of the minimum order number (130).
2. Enclose a minimum 30% deposit with your order to reserve your seedlings (for orders less than 1,040 seedlings or 8 bags,
please include total purchase price).
3. No refunds for cancellations after January 1, 2019.
4. Confirmation and balance due notices will be mailed by December 31, 2018. All payments are due by January 15, 2019 to CCFFA.
5. All seedlings will be distributed at Saplings Nursery in Sherwood, OR, in February and March 2019.

2018-19 INVENTORY AVAILABILITY
The following seedlings are for sale and will be available for pick up in February & March 2019. Please review the details and observe
minimum and multiple order quantities.
Order Code
A

B

Species/Seed Source
Douglas-fir
Saplings LLC

Stock Type
S15

Inventory Available
20,000

Price Each
$.65

Minimum Order
130

Order Multiple
130

Western redcedar
Saplings LLC

S15

5,000

$.70

130

130

Description of seedlings
A and B
Plug block “S15” grown in the nursery in styrofoam plug containers with 15 cubic inches of space (2” opening,
4.7” deep)
SPECIES/SEED SOURCE

STOCK TYPE

A

MIN.
ORDER

PRICE
Per Bag

Douglas-fir

S15

130

$84.50

B

Western redcedar

S15

130

$91.00

ORDER
CODE

Mail this form with your payment to:
CCFFA Seedling Committee
P.O. Box 783
Molalla, OR 97038
Make all checks & money orders payable to “CCFFA”
Please make a photocopy of this form for
your records and future reference.
NAME

E-MAIL ADDRESS
ADDRESS

QUANTITY
REQUESTED

TOTAL AMOUNT OF ORDER $

MINIMUM 30% DEPOSIT ENCLOSED $
BALANCE DUE $

EVENING PHONE
CITY/STATE/ZIP

YOUR COST
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In the Watershed
WILLIAM LENON

I

n these occasional short articles
(hopefully quarterly) I will primarily be discussing the ongoing
activities of the Clackamas River
Basin Council, the CRBC, in the
watershed. The CRBC’s mission
statement, “We foster partnerships
for clean water and to improve fish
and wildlife habitat and the quality
of life for those who live, work and
recreate in the watershed”, encompasses a myriad of programs and
activities dedicated to those endeavors. And, many of these programs
encourage and recruit citizen participation in fulfilling those goals. The
CRBC works in conjunction with
numerous local organizations
including Oregon Water Enhancement Board (OWEB), the Forest
Service, PGE, Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD), Water
Environment Service (WES), local
water providers and many others, all
concerned with keeping the Clackamas River the jewel that it is.
CRBC also has ongoing opportunities to acquaint those of us in and
beyond the watershed with its vital
issues, such as invasives, riparian
improvement, pollution, fish and
wildlife protection and enhancement, as well as other programs and
classes that are just plain fun learning experiences for both kids and
adults. After all, what happens, and
how it happens in the watershed
affects all of us who live here,
depend on it, and recreate in it.
Ultimately, it also affects all those
who live downstream of the confluence with the Willamette, on down
to the Columbia River, and extending even to the deep waters of the
Pacific Ocean.
While these articles will generally
be mostly applicable to our members in the Clackamas watershed, if

you live in one of the surrounding
ones, get involved with your local
council. Your watershed will thank
you with improved health. But
remember, activities and classes
sponsored by the CRBC are open to
everyone, everywhere and can provide you with important knowledge
and input applicable to wherever
you live.
This last September 9th the annual “Down the River Cleanup”
helped clean up 2.5 tons of trash
along and in the river. Of that, 33%
was recycled. Overall it was an outstanding success with 330 volunteers
participating in this effort which is a
major yearly CRBC program. Keep
an eye out for next year’s cleanup
and consider being involved.
Ongoing treatments for highly
invasive knotweed continue along
the river as part of the Clackamas
River Invasive Species Partnership
which CRBC organizes and runs in
partnership with Clackamas County, Metro and eleven other organizations. (Information about CRISP
can be found at http://clackamasriver.org/wp-content/uploads/
2017/12/CRISP-Management-Plan-

2015.pdf ) Keep an eye out for
these and other invasive plants on
your land and treat them as soon
as you see them. OSU has an
extensive invasive identification site
at https://oregonstate.edu/dept/
nurspest/invasive_species.htm to
help. It not only identifies invasive
plants but insects, vertebrates and
other critters.
Volunteers are needed November
17 for the Noyer Creek Ivy Removal
Work Party, and also on Feb. 10th
at Estacada Public Library to plant
trees and shrubs along Wade Creek.
Bring the whole family and get
involved and have fun as well. Volunteers are always welcome for
plantings, Christmas tree placement
in streams, and various other projects on and around the river and its
tributaries throughout the year. See
the website at http://clackamasriver.org/get-involved/volunteer/ for
more information.
Monthly meetings of the CRBC
are on the third Thursday of each
month starting at 6PM to 8PM at
the Mt. Scott Fire Station, 9339 SE
Causey Avenue, Clackamas, OR.
Visitors are always welcome. ■

FORESTLAND FOR SALE in OREGON & WASHINGTON
We market forest properties in
western Oregon and Washington

✓ Free consultation

✓ Property visit

✓ See the “Forestland for
Sale” tab on our website!

✓ 40 years experience

✓ Professional Forester

✓ Licensed Broker,
OR & WA

Mark.Willhite@juno.com

503-695-6419
Solutions from a practical forestry and financial standpoint
CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org

Clackamas County Farm Forestry Assoc., Inc.
P.O. Box 783
Molalla, OR 97038

CCFFA WINTER 2019 CALENDAR

A BALANCED APPROACH
▲
TIMBER MANAGEMENT
▲
ALTERNATIVES TO
CLEARCUTTING
▲
FOREST PLANNING
AND RESTORATION
▲
These forests have been
independently certified
as well managed.

PORTLAND FORESTERS - 503-222-9772
Scott Ferguson
Barry Sims
Mike Messier
CORVALLIS FORESTERS - 541-435-0383
Mark Miller
Matt Fehrenbacher
Shane Hetzler
Pamela Hines, Office Manager
503-409-2888
info@troutmountain.com
www.troutmountain.com

Forest stewardship for
productivity and diversity
FSC Trademark © 1996 Forest Stewardship Council A.C.
• SCS-FM/COC- 00062GN

Wed Jan 9, 2019
7:00-9:00 pm
CCFFA Board Meeting. Everett Hall,
Hopkins Demonstration Forest

Sat Mar 9, 2019
8:30 am-2:30 pm
Community Forestry Day—learn by
doing! Hopkins Demonstration Forest

Sat Jan 12
8:30 am-2:30 pm
Community Forestry Day—learn by
doing! Hopkins Demonstration Forest

Tue Mar 12
6:00-8:00 pm
Keeping Your Home and Property
Safe from Wildfire. Molalla Grange Hall

Tue Jan 15
8:00 am-4:00 pm
Oregon Mass Timber Development
Summit. Salem Convention Center

Wed Mar 13
7:00-9:00 pm
CCFFA Board Meeting. Everett Hall,
Hopkins Demonstration Forest

Thu Jan 24
All day
Mapping the Course: Timberlands,
Forest Products Processing and Fiber
Issues for 2019. Vancouver, WA

Tue Mar 19 - Thu Mar 21
All day
International Mass Timber Conference
Oregon Convention Center, Portland

Sat Feb 9
8:30 am-2:30 pm
Community Forestry Day—learn by
doing! Hopkins Demonstration Forest
Tue-Sat Feb 21-23
All Day
Oregon Logging Conference
Lane County Events Center, Eugene
Thu Feb 28
6:00-8:00 pm
Keeping Your Home and Property
Safe from Wildfire. Estacada
Community Center

Sat Mar 23
All day
Tree School Clackamas
Clackamas Community College,
Oregon City
Thu Apr 4
6:00-8:00 pm
Keeping Your Home and Property
Safe from Wildfire. Hoodland Fire
Station
Thu Apr 11
6:00-9:00 pm
CCFFA Annual Meeting. Legends Bar
and Grill, Mulino

For more information on these events, contact Jean Bremer at the OSU Extension Service office
in Oregon City, phone 503-655-8631 or email Jean.Bremer@oregonstate.edu

