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President’s Corner
GARY BUSH

I

’ve been getting a
lesson in boundaries and surveying
lately. My next door
neighbor is making
two, 21⁄2 acre lots for
his son and daughter and asked me
about the “X” in the corner stone that
is in the center of my road back to my
timber property. I told him that five or
six years ago I found a chunk of stone
that had chipped off of the main stone
lying in the center of the road. Not
finding a stone that looked like the
chip would fit, I tossed it aside, thinking next time it was surveyed; I would
establish a new corner monument.
Fast forward to the present...the
county surveyors are here trying to
find the corner marker. Talking to
them, I find out the county is establishing new corner markers that are
like mine, that are lost or not in the
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right place.
Now with the new monument in
place, my neighbor’s surveyor, who is
doing the plot surveys for him, is setting new boundary lines between us
and he tells me he can’t find a written
easement for my neighbor’s driveway
from the county road through my
property to his house. The road has
been there for 70 plus years so there is
no agreement about the right of way,
where the line is going down the center
of his driveway.
There is no end to this story yet, as
it is ongoing, but when the surveyor
gets done, he is going to get the
landowners involved and show us what
he has found and what we have to do
to make the boundaries correct. The
North/South boundary between us
that divides our timberland is not an
issue...the East/West boundary
between us is. Fortunately there is no
timber or other assets involved if we
have to move that boundary one way
or the other.
The lesson here is, if you are going
to do any logging and your property

Welcome New CCFFA Members
The following are new
members since the last issue:

Alan Holister, Oregon City
Sam and Ann O’Roke, Colton

Dan Cunningham, Molalla
Dave Eymann, Estacada

Diane Orme, Beavercreek area
(actually of Ten Sleep, WY)

David Hatsfield, Beaverton

Michael Walsh, Mulino
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lines are hard to find in the brush, and
it’s hard to find established corners
with no written easements, it would be
a good idea to find out before you
start the saw. It could save you a lot of
attorney fees, court costs, fines, and
other expenses if you do. And it won’t
make your logger mad if he inadvertently cuts the neighbor’s trees because
the boundary line was wrong. Just like
good fences make good neighbors...so
do good property lines! ■

2019 Officers & Board Members
President, Gary Bush
503.632.3567 • gbush@ccffa-oswa.org
Vice President, Rob Guttridge
503.656.3912 • rguttridge@ccffa-oswa.org
Secretary-Treasurer, Kent Hempel
503.829.4767 • khempel@ccffa-oswa.org
Past President, Derek Craven
503.829.3003 • dcraven@ccffa-oswa.org
Board Member, Becky Widmark
503.367.0093 • bwidmark@ccffa-oswa.org
Board Member, Matt Twist
503.810.9431 • mtwist@ccffa-oswa.org
Board Member, Ryan Poteet
503.632.6912 • rpoteet@ccffa-oswa.org
Board Member, Kevin Kaster
503.829.4167 • kkaster@ccffa-oswa.org
Board Member, Bill Lenon
503.637.3190 • blenon@ccffa-oswa.org
Board Member, Jim Schreiber
503.632.3978 • jschreiber@ccffa-oswa.org
Board Member, Sena Chase
503.730.5199 • ssanguinetti@ccffa-oswa.org
Board Member, David Bugni
503.630.3506 • dbugni@ccffa-oswa.org
Board Member, Charles Vannice
503.651.2545 • cvannice@ccffa-oswa.org
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Scholarship Winners for 2019 Introduced at CCFFA Annual Picnic
aden Beyer,
graduating
from Molalla
High School,
was introduced
by her mother
and sponsor
Trilby Beyer,
who shared
that her daughter is “very determined
and accomplishes all she sets out to
do.” “Since she was a little girl helping on the tree farm with hauling firewood, piling brush to burn or finding
mint by the creek to make tea, Jaden
was always insistent on getting the job
done and committed until the end.”
Jaden’s Agriculture, Science and Technology instructor, Mackenzie Behrle,
stated in her letter of recommendation
that “Jaden has an excellent grade
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point average of 4.0 unweighted and a
4.36 weighted GPA and constantly
challenges herself personally and academically.” “Jaden is involved in a
variety of activities at Molalla High
School. Jaden is a member of the
National Honor Society and is a vital
member of the high school leadership
team where she currently serves at the
Associated Student Body (as) vice
president. Jaden also spends a considerable amount of her time on the
court of sports. She is Captain of the
Varsity Volleyball Team and has been
a Varsity Tennis Team member since
her sophomore year.” In Jaden’s personal statement, she stated that the
loss of her father at age 10 was “the
hardest thing I have endured; however, I grew strong and learned a lot
about myself. I learned to be very
conscious and aware of my own mental health and those around me and
make a point to check in on friends
and family because you never know
what someone is going through.” This
fall Jaden will attend Western Oregon
University (Monmouth) where they
have an Interdisciplinary Studies program that will allow her to combine
her interests in athletic training, architecture, and business.

dedication to our family forestland by
recruiting me, and a host of my
cousins, to help with the annual up
keep of our land.” Ian graduated
from Ashland High School in 2018 as
Valedictorian. He has been enrolled at
Oregon State University Honors College majoring in mechanical engineering and continues maintaining a 4.0
GPA as he had done for four years in
high school. Ian’s Honors Chemistry
instructor, Elizabeth Sobalvarro Converse, stated in her recommendation
letter that Ian “has also demonstrated
the ability to rationally think through
a posed question, and design experiments to meet those goals. This critical thinking is very representative of
his maturity and his ability to take on
larger scale problems in any setting.”
While making the Dean’s scholastic
list, Ian has found time to enjoy college club sports where he is a member
of the OSU Ultimate Disc “A” team.
Ian shared that his interest in engineering was to enjoy finding creative
solutions to vexing problems and that
he sees engineering as a way of applying the tools of math and science to
find solutions to real world problems,
such as the effects of global climate
change.

Ian ShibleyStyer was introduced by his
grandfather,
Gilbert Shibley.
In his personal
statement, Ian
shared that his
“connection to
the Clackamas County Farm Forestry
Association come from (his) Grandpa
Shibley and Forest Home Woodlands
LLC. He has worked to pass down his

Both Jaden and Ian will receive a
$1,000.00 college scholarship from
CCFFA as they enroll full time in college this coming fall term. The
CCFFA scholarship selection committee reviewed several applications again
this year and all were outstanding.
The committee encourages the
membership to continue funding the
annual scholarship program, which
has just completed its 14th year and
scholarships totaling $23,000.00. ■

Advertise in the Forest-Tree Leader
CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org
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Schreiber Recognized as OSWA “Riggin’ Slinger”
n the evening of June 21st at this
year’s OSWA Conference in Corvallis, CCFFA Board Member Jim
Schreiber’s exceptional service to the
organization was recognized with
OSWA's highest award. On June 29,
OSWA Director Jim James presented
the Riggin’ Slinger award to Jim
Schreiber at the Guttridge Brothers
tree farm tour, for his many decades
of outstanding volunteer service to
OSWA and the local woodland owner
community. Most recently, Jim
Schreiber has been very diligent and

O

successful in his effort as Membership
Chair, recruiting new members and
revitalizing old members to keep them
involved. In the process of doing this
job, he developed a written plan for
recruiting and engaging members that
will guide the organization well
beyond his own tenure. Jim has also
been a leader in representing CCFFA
on the slash burning and fire protection front. Congratulations Jim for
being our OSWA Riggin’ Slinger! ■
Jim Schreiber (right) receiving the
award from OSWA Director, Jim James.

Extension Looking for Local Logs for New Education Center
GLENN AHRENS, OSU Extension Forester

C

lackamas Extension’s new Education Center is in the final design
stages, getting ready to go to bid, and
looking ahead to groundbreaking
next spring. The Center will house all
staff and programs now located at the
Extension Office on Warner Milne
Road in Oregon City. The new center
will be one of a kind—an all-wood
advanced technology (featuring cross
laminated timber and mass plywood)
public building, with a modern-style
Cascadian look, and built with as
much locally sourced wood, as possible. The building will be an education
unto itself, showcasing Clackamas
County forests, our landowners and
the history of the family forestry
movement, and the next generation of
wood products for sustainable design
and construction.
The Center will include peeled log
columns in the two entry facades
plus detailing around the 22,000
square foot building. Approximately
10-16” diameter logs (lengths 8’ to
24’) plus 20-12” diameter logs
(lengths 8’ to 24’) will be needed. If
you’d like to have your tree farm’s
wood products built into the new

Extension Education Center in
Oregon City, please contact Mike
Bondi at the Extension office at
michael.bondi@oregonstate.edu. All
donors will be recognized for their

contributions. We can work with
multiple product providers to make
this request happen. Wood will need
to be available sometime next summer. ■

Looking for a place to make a difference?
Volunteer at Hopkins Demonstration Forest!

Retired? We are looking for volunteers to help us make Hopkins even greater!
— No Experience Necessary —

Contact: Phil Smith, Volunteer Coordinator
503-703-2522 • philsmith2522@outlook.com
Hopkins is located just 10 miles south of Oregon City
16750 S. Brockway Rd., Oregon City, OR 97045
demonstrationforest.org

CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org
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Hopkins Grows Facilities, Educational Programming, and Trees too
ver the last year, the facilities at
the Hopkins Demonstration
Forest continue to develop and grow.
The new restroom facility, Outdoor
Classroom (aka ‘yurt’), Welcoming
Center, Molalla Log House (circa
1800), Wetland Pond restoration, and
Mill House expansion are ready to
greet the next wave of eager learners.
However, Hopkins is growing more
than just facilities. In an effort to
engage, more groups of forest learners
Hopkins piloted a Home School Day
in the later part of spring. We are looking to host this event again next spring
too. As always this event was a huge
success thanks to our amazing volunteers, so please consider helping next
time. The following is an article written
by Kimberly Jacobsen Nelson (Marketing and Communications Specialist
for OSU Clackamas County Extension) and titled...

O

Forest becomes classroom for
hundreds of homeschool students
More than 400 homeschool students and families gathered for a free

Kids spin a wheel then answer questions about healthy snacks on the trail before making
a DIY trail mix.

day of outdoor learning and exploration at Hopkins Demonstration
Forest, just 15 miles south or Oregon
City. “This is our first ever Homeschool Day, where students from
across the region get to come out to
Hopkins and enjoy 140 acres of selfguided exploration and inquiry,” said
Peter Matzka, Forestry Educator with
the Oregon State University Extension
Service.
Volunteers manned 15 stations

Mike Bondi, with OSU Extension
Service, shows a student how to use a
Clinometer to help calibrate the height
of a tree.

15555 S. Hwy 211 Molalla, OR 97038

Buying logs / timber / timberland
Douglas-fir / Hemlock
Dylan Fritz, log buyer 360.477.6959
Office 503.829.9131 Fax 503.829.5481
Other Interfor sawmill locations in Gilchrist, OR,
Port Angeles, WA and Beaver, WA
CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org

throughout the forest offering handson educational activities for grades 212, including map and compass reading, native plant identification, saw
mill production, DIY healthy snacks,
tree measurement, aquatic invertebrates, animal track identification, forest art and more.
“It feels like outdoor school in a
day,” said Jennifer Lundblad a homeschool parent from Boring. “It’s nice to
be able to school outdoors and get
them into the environment. It’s a little
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different than a text book.”
Students were just as excited about
the outdoor learning experience. “My
favorite part was identifying all the different plants and seeing the creatures
in the water,” said Natalie Best, a 14
year old homeschool student from
Portland. “I had no idea there were so
many creatures in a pond!”
Because it was a pilot program for
Hopkins, the event was not advertised
but word spread quickly throughout
the homeschool community. Organizers were stunned when the registration
numbers hit 400 and made a last
minute push to recruit enough volunteers to meet the demand. They were
not disappointed. OSU Extension Service Master Gardeners, food and nutrition educators, foresters and many
more rallied to help with the forest
field day.
“It was a surprising success,”
according to Matzka, who coordinated
the event. “I think we will do this every
fall and spring and I am looking forward to engaging these groups again
because we found that this was definitely a needed day and activity in the
woods.”
You don’t have to wait for Homeschool Day to visit Hopkins Demonstration Forest. The privately owned
facility is managed in conjunction with
OSU Extension Service in Clackamas
County and open to the public all year
round. Five miles of trails connect visitors with a variety of habitats and

Minten Graphics
Kim Minten, Graphic Designer

kminten@wvi.com
503-769-9683
Newsletters
Logo design

Business cards,
letterhead,
envelopes
Brochures
Forms

forestry demonstrations. Hopkins also
offers tours, workshops and education

programs. Learn more on the website:
https://demonstrationforest.org. ■

OSU Extension Master Gardeners show and tell about native plant species in the native
garden they planted at Hopkins.

CCFFA Community Forestry Day at
Hopkins Demonstration Forest
16750 S. Brockway Rd., Oregon City
October 12, 2019
8:30am-2:30pm
CCFFA has been a key partner with
Forests Forever for over 25 years at Hopkins
Demonstration Forest. WE NEED YOUR HELP
to create, support, and maintain forestry
education opportunities at Hopkins.
Possible Projects and Events for CCFFA Day
2019 at Hopkins include:
• Inventory of the 80-year old pole stand.
• Ground-truthing new GIS layers.
• Developing a raised bed area for seedlings.
• Milling lumber for future maintenance needs
LEARN BY DOING—IT’S THE HOPKINS WAY WE MANAGE OUR FOREST!
Registration is requested at 503-655-8631 or jean.bremer@oregonstate.edu.
A delicious hot lunch will be provided.
For more information contact Peter Matzka at peter.matzka@oregonstate.edu

CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org
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Clackamas River Basin Council Offers Two Free Classes this Fall
hat’s in my Stream Class
Date: September 21, 2019
Time: 10 AM to 12 AM
Location: 15651 South Willsada Park
Way, Oregon City, OR 97045

W

Stream health is a complex system.
Microorganisms, water chemistry,
instream wood and plants, substrate
size and streamside vegetation all play
key roles in stream health.
You will learn:
• Signs of a healthy stream—How

to “read” a stream
and understand indicators of stream
health.
• Creating stream
habitat—How to
create stream habitat
for fish, amphibians,
reptiles, and
macroinvertebrates.
• Fish sampling—
How Oregon
Department of Fish
and Wildlife fisheries
biologist sample
creeks for fish Clear
Creek demonstrate
how fish are sampled.
Registration is free. To register, go
to: http://clackamasriver.org/events/
whats-in-my-stream-class/

Purchasing alder, maple and ash saw logs,
pulp logs, and timber. Also hemlock saw
logs and timber.
Centralia, WA

(360) 736-2811

Longview, WA

(360) 577-6678

Mount Vernon, WA

(360) 428-8583

Eugene, OR

(541) 689-2581

Coos Bay, OR

(541) 267-0419

Garibaldi, OR

(503) 322-3367
CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org

Healthy Streams & Forest Class
Date: October 26, 2019
Time: 9 AM to 12 PM
Location: 30265 Southeast Kowall
Road, Estacada, OR 97023
If you build it they will come!
Learn how an Estacada family has
balanced habitat restoration and sustainable woodlot management on
their 80-acre property along Suter
Creek. You can do it too, it is easier
than you think!
You will learn:
• Opportunities for stream stewardship—A firsthand look at several
stream enhancement projects in and
along
• Suter Creek.
• Small woodlot management—
Strategies on how to balance managing your property for wildlife, timber,
water
• quality, and the next generation.
• Landowner resources—What
resources are available to you as a
landowner in Clackamas County.
Registration is free. To register, go
to: http://clackamasriver.org/events/
whats-in-my-stream-class/ ■
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Tree Farm Overstory—Lines on a Map
ROB GUTTRIDGE

ometimes it
seems that
things just line
up, to push
you toward something that you had
not expected. I really
did not expect to ever write
a piece on surveys and property lines.
Then, in short order, four things happened: I got a letter from Clackamas
County letting me know that survey
markers were being “re-monumented”
and that a team from the county surveyor’s office would soon be visiting
my property; Gary Bush sent me his
President’s Corner article about surveying and property lines; I saw the
remarkable effort the Hollingsworth
family made to secure reliable road
access to their own property; and I
attended the OSWA/SAF tour of
Dick Courter’s woodland in Columbia County, and heard about Dick’s
troubles with inaccurate surveys by a
neighboring (corporate) landowner,
and with a river whose natural movement over time cut off access to part
of his woodland. So I took the hint.
It is always a good idea to know
where one’s boundaries are. They may
be described in detail on your property deed, but when did you last look at
your deed? Out in a forest, away from

S

fences, gates, and walls, they are not
always easy to find. If you don’t have
to keep livestock from straying, or
trespassers from intruding, there is no
real reason to put up and maintain a
fence. Trees don’t wander, and most
varieties of wildlife don’t acknowledge
fences. (If you really like building
fences, just put one in an area that elk
like to pass through: you’ll get to
build it over, and over, and over
again.) If you are hiring anyone to do
work on your woodland property, you
will want to be sure that the work you
are paying for is done on your property, not your neighbor’s.
If both you and your neighbor
have recently clearcut an area on
your common boundary, it may be
marked by a more-or-less straight
line of trees that were left standing:
trees growing either right on the
property line, or so close to it that
the logger chose to leave them rather
than risk paying damages for trespass. But such age-based tree lines
can easily disappear into with the
growing forest around them after a
dozen years or so, and at best they
are a general indicator of where your
legal boundary lies. Global Positioning System (GPS) devices are astonishingly accurate if there are no trees
blocking their line-of-sight to multiple satellites, but next to useless if
there is a decent tree canopy over-

head. It is better to know where your
property line is based on survey
markers, and if there are no survey
markers to be found, you may want
to invest some time and money now,
to save headaches (and legal expenses) later. ■

Get involved! Attend tours,
join the
board, meet
other members!

A BALANCED APPROACH
▲
TIMBER MANAGEMENT
▲
ALTERNATIVES TO
CLEARCUTTING
▲
FOREST PLANNING
AND RESTORATION
▲
These forests have been
independently certified
as well managed.

PORTLAND FORESTERS - 503-222-9772
Scott Ferguson
Barry Sims
Mike Messier
CORVALLIS FORESTERS - 541-435-0383
Mark Miller
Matt Fehrenbacher
Shane Hetzler
Pamela Hines, Office Manager
503-409-2888
info@troutmountain.com
www.troutmountain.com

Forest stewardship for
productivity and diversity
FSC Trademark © 1996 Forest Stewardship Council A.C.
• SCS-FM/COC- 00062GN

CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org
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Clackamas Woodland Farmer of the Year Tour, OSWA Neighbor to
Neighbor Event at Guttridge Brothers Tree Farm
GLENN AHRENS, OSU Extension Forester

ive Guttridge Brothers (Alan, Rob,
Gary, Don, and Tim) and their
extended family hosted an outstanding CCFFA summer picnic and
Clackamas Woodland Farmer of the
Year tour. OSWA and OFRI stepped
up to make this a Neighbor to Neighbor tour by sending invitations to
woodland owners County-wide and
providing dinner, transportation, shelter and seating for all. Over 100 people attended, many of whom were
newcomers to OSWA events.
The brothers, sons of Joseph and
Wilma (Shibley) Guttridge, grew up
on the Guttridge farm. They started
their Guttridge Brothers Inc. venture
in tree farming with 20 acres from
their grandmother in 1979, which was
expanded to 100 when their father
gave them an adjacent 80 acres in
2001. Alan Guttridge, recently retired
from his job as a forester with the US
Forest Service, led efforts on developing and implementing their forest
management plan, with help from
Tony Pranger of Elkhorn Forestry.
On the upland part of the tour,
Alan showed participants the new and
improved road system developed with
timber harvest entries to provide yearround access for management and

F

Rob Guttridge with tour group.

recreation. We saw stands established
in the 1990’s from their early work
rehabilitating understocked areas,
doing battle with hazel brush, blackberry, and other weeds and planting
trees. And we saw results of their
effort clearing root rot areas and
unhealthy hemlocks, planting more
western redcedar, and thinning to
improve forest health and diversity.

Guttridge Brothers sign.

CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org
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Their commercial harvests have
helped recover timber value, minimize
loss, and reduce fire hazards.
Rob Guttridge led the part of the
tour down by the creek, walking
through a 22-year-old plantation on
land that had been used for pasture
for 40+ years after being clear-cut in
the early 1950s. Rob had pruned up
the lower branches a few years ago,
reducing fire hazards, stimulating low
understory vegetation for wildlife, and
improving visibility into the woods.
He continues to prune older cedars as
well. They are managing this area for
park-like conditions near the creek,
with an eye toward engaging their
children’s interest in the future. Consulting wildlife biologist Fran Cafferata-Coe pointed out the many wildlife
benefits of their management of
understory and canopy diversity. It
was also interesting to learn about the
dynamics of Clear Creek, which
changes in its stream bed from time to
time, creating pools and gravel beds
supporting healthy returns of spawning salmon and steelhead trout.
The Guttridge brothers’ commit-

Alan Guttridge with tour group.

ment to forest stewardship was obvious, and they are well on their way to
achieving their vision and goals for the
forest. From the displays of family history and discussion on the tour, it was
clear that the Guttridge Brothers are
also active in community service and
education. Rob Guttridge is currently
CCFFA Vice President and also editor
of the Forest-Tree Leader. Gary Gut-

tridge represents woodland owners and
CCFFA on the Clackamas River Basin
Council, Don Guttridge is a longtime
Director of Clackamas Soil and Water
Conservation District, and they volunteer at Clackamas Tree School where
Rob is exhibit hall manager.
Thanks to the Guttridge family,
OSWA, and OFRI for an excellent
event in the forest. ■

FORESTLAND FOR SALE in OREGON & WASHINGTON
We market forest properties in
western Oregon and Washington

✓ Free consultation

✓ Property visit

✓ See the “Forestland for
Sale” tab on our website!

✓ 40 years experience

✓ Professional Forester

✓ Licensed Broker,
OR & WA

Mark.Willhite@juno.com

503-695-6419
Glenn Ahrens, Alan Guttridge, and
Gilbert Shibley.

Solutions from a practical forestry and financial standpoint
CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org
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OSU Extension Update
GLENN AHRENS, OSU Extension Forester,
Clackamas, Marion, Hood River Counties

New Oregon State Wildland Fire
Extension Program
In late June the Oregon Legislature approved the establishment of a
new Oregon State Wildland Fire
Extension Program, to be led by
Forestry & Natural Resources Extension and the College of Forestry at
Oregon State University. The ultimate goal is to build wildfire resistance and resilience into our rural
landscapes and wildland urban interface areas. This initiative was
inspired by the work of Extension
Agent Daniel Leavell with the Klamath and Lake County Forest
Health Partnership as a model for
expanded effort statewide. The initiative will add capacity for up to six
new OSU Extension Wildfire Specialists to work with agency and industry
partners, communities, landowners,
and land managers. The work to be
done is too big for any one organization, but by leading partnerships and
working together we plan to make a
real impact on the ground, spreading
land management and fuel reduction
projects over the Oregon landscape.

We need this extra
effort, as the risk of
destructive wildfires is
increasing in Oregon and
across the West due to
growth in the wildland
urban interface, increasing
frequency of severe fire
weather, and increasing
forest fuel loads. We cannot be complacent in
thinking that the problem
is “won’t happen in our
neighborhood”, or that it
is beyond our control.
It is a landscape-level
problem, but it is not totally beyond our control.
There is much that we can
do to change fire behavior
and reduce destructiveness
of fire. Success depends on:
• Understanding fire science and
fire behavior.
• Managing forest fuels.
• Getting people to work together
across boundaries.
What next? We will be looking for
other places in Oregon to pursue
Landscape-scale efforts with willing
partners. We can greatly reduce damage and losses to communities and
ecosystems using our collective
knowledge, skills, and tools—if we

CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org

can only get enough of the key players to work together.
Welcome New Forestry Program
Assistant!
Amanda Brenner, our new Extension Forestry Education Program
Assistant started work on August 15
(filling the position vacated by Rose
Clarke last May). Amanda’s background includes wildfire preparedness education, natural resource
management, environmental education, and outdoor recreation. She
moved to Oregon from Colorado this
last spring. Her duties will include
coordination of Tree School and
assisting with all aspects of our
Extension Forestry and Natural
Resource Program throughout the
year. Amanda has a reputation as an
excellent communicator and coordinator, which will come in handy as
she joins the team to put together the
30th annual Tree School in March
2020. ■
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Twilight Tour of Hollingsworth Tree Farms
ROB GUTTRIDGE

n the evening of July 11, 2019,
John and Adair Hollingsworth
(and their younger family members)
graciously hosted a CCFFA Twilight
Tour of their tree farm, which looks
eastward up the upper Molalla River
drainage toward Table Rock. About
twenty folks (including CCFFA
members, guests, and friends from
the Molalla area) made a caravan
from the end of Sawtell Road out
some distance to their handsome forest property.
Our first stop was in a beautiful
stand of tall firs, nearly 80 years old,
that had once been an open meadow
overlooked by a CCC cabin built in
the 1930’s (the cabin is no longer
there). John has never felt like cutting
any of these trees, instead leaving
them as a legacy for his grandchildren to see and enjoy. Next, we
stopped in an opening which had
been harvested and replanted a few
years prior, which was now filled
with young firs and cedars just pushing their heads above the Oregon
grape, bracken ferns and red huckleberries.
Then, we moved on to our next

O

Culvert outfall.

stop, atop a wide, solidly-rocked
roadway, with a small stream flowing
contentedly through an eight-footdiameter, sixty-foot-long culvert
beneath us. This was a piece of welldone road-building and stream-protection engineering work of which
any well-funded public works department would have been proud. The
Hollingsworths did it entirely at their
own expense, so that they could have
year-round access to all parts of their
own property, including for log-hauling, without having to go roundabout through their eastern neighbors’ land via easements.
Finally, we stopped at an opening
just beyond the stream, and enjoyed
some refreshment and a display of
historic photos under a pair of
canopies. We then walked up a steep
dirt road for a bit to look at some
hemlocks that did not survive the
heat of the last few summers and are
perhaps the harbingers of climatechange-driven forest management for
all of us in Clackamas County. We

Hollingsworth’s display and refreshments.
CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org

Growing forests for future generations.

admired the bulldozer and logging
arch that the Hollingsworths have
used to bring all of their harvested
trees to the roadside for market, and
at last we turned around and headed
homeward, enjoying the sunset as we
drove out, thoroughly impressed with
the Hollingsworths’ care for their forest legacy. ■
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A New Home in Beavercreek for CSWCD
onstruction activities just outside Beavercreek have piqued
the curiosity of passersby. “What is
this wooden structure?” you might
ask. We are happy to answer that it
is the new Conservation Resource
Center for the Clackamas Soil and
Water Conservation District (the
District).
The District purchased the 15acre llama farm in 2013 with the
idea of saving the open space and
eventually building a home for the
District and our partners. The
building is located on the already
built footprint of the house, garage,
and some old outbuildings.

C

What will change?
The century barn, equipment
shed, and pole building in the back
will remain. Familiar features such
as the flagpole will be reinstalled
and the beautiful tree lined drive
will stay.
The change is our new office that

will offer ample parking, a community meeting room, and easy access
to our equipment rental program.
We will have plenty of space for
educational demonstrations and
examples of conservation practices
that landowners may use to solve
problems on their property. If you
are unfamiliar with the District, let
me describe some of the programs
we offer. To take advantage of our
services, contact us at 503-210-6002
or send us a message at info@conservationdistrict.org .
Got Weeds?
Our Weedwise program provides
information on how to control
invasive weeds. We will help you
identify invading plants, and offer
control of target invasive weeds in
priority areas. We also offer a
library of invasive plant extracting
tools such as weed wrenches and
the lake rake for floating invasive
plants. Come by to meet our Weed-

Wise team: Sam, Lindsey, Courtney, and Justin. Checkout the
Weedwise webpage at https://weedwise.conservationdistrict.org .
What if the manure is piling high?
For those who need to control
erosion in their fields or along a
stream, deal with manure, or
improve barnyards and pastures for
animal health and better forage,
then our Conservation planners are
the people to visit. We also provide
technical advice on creating pollinator habitat, wildlife habitat, and
reducing pesticide use. We can help
you devise ways to improve your
soil health, thus improving the productivity of your garden or field.
Our conservation staff includes
Jason, Scott, Jenne, Nicole, Matt,
Clair, and Doug. They are ready to
provide the technical assistance you
need to reach your conservation
goals.
Did you know?
We have an oak restoration program for landowners with oak on
their property. You may not know
that over 90% of the oak habitat in
the Willamette Valley has been lost
since the settlement of the valley.
Over 200 wildlife species, including
many pollinators and hundreds of
insect species, are associated with
Oregon white oak. These oak trees
provide a multitude of food
resources for wildlife, from acorns
to invertebrates. In addition, the
trees provide excellent nesting,
roosting, resting, perching, and
denning sites.
We are offering a pilot program
to help restore and improve oak
savannah and oak woodlands. Give
us a call to find out more about
this opportunity to help restore a
valuable, vanishing habitat.
Equipment for Conservation!
Looking for a place to rent farm
equipment? The District offers a

CSWCD Conservation Resource Center.
CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org
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ly elected Board of Directors: Jeff
Becker, Roger Fantz, Jim Johnson,
Don Guttridge, Jan Lee, Jesse Nelson, and Joan Zuber. They keep us
in business and heading down the
right path.

CSWCD riparian planting—livestock fencing

variety of implements including a
no-till drill, fertilizer/lime spreader,
box scraper, manure spreader, harrow, and seeder. These tools can
help landowners achieve their pasture and soil health goals. Healthy
pastures means improved forage for
livestock and increased hay yields.
Eann leads our equipment rental
program and she is ready to help.
What do you want to know?
Our education and outreach staff
organize speakers, develop publications and articles on conservation
topics, and participate in many
local events. We also provide teachers and students with educational
opportunities regarding soil health
and water quality. You can find out
more about us on our website
(https://conservationdistrict.org) or
follow us on Facebook. Lisa and
Cathy are always ready to connect
you with the information you need.
And that’s not all!
Of course, we could not operate
without the leadership of our General Manager Tom Salzer and our

Fiscal Administrator Nathan Tucker. We also owe thanks to our local-

What about our partners?
It is still unknown whether our
USDA partners, the Natural
Resources Conservation Service
and the Farm Services Agency, will
join us in our new building. The
wheels of federal government move
slowly and all we can do at this
time is wait and hope.
In the meantime, our move-in
plans are for sometime in November or early December 2019. We
have tentatively set January 25,
2020, to hold an event to welcome
our neighbors, customers, and partners to the new office. We hope to
see you then! ■

Clackamas County Parks and Forest is pleased to support the
Clackamas County Farm Forestry Association. As a forest land
steward, we are proud that our sustainable forest management
program helps to ensure that our timberlands are grown and
harvested in a manner that is environmentally sensitive, provides
community benefit and is economically viable. The revenue
generated from the sale of timber on County-owned forest lands
directly supports the County Parks program.

The County Forest Program is currently looking for timberland of
any age to enhance its portfolio and long term management
strategy. Please contact the Clackamas County Forester if you
have or know someone interested in selling or donating their
timberlands to
For more info contact
Clackamas County
Andrew Dobmeier,
Parks and Forest
County Forester,
adobmeier@clackamas.us
program.
phone 503-742-4425.

CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org
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Is an Eco-Consultant in Your Woodlands Future?
JIM SCHREIBER

re you in need of assistance in
the management or development of your woodlands? If so, in
the greater Clackamas County area
we are fortunate to have a lot of
resources at hand to accomplish this
task; the OSU Extension Forestry
team, the Stewardship Foresters
from the Oregon Department of
Forestry, and a strong list of Professional Foresters that can provide
you with information and guidance
in managing any timber that you
may have on your land. They will
also provide advice on water quality
enhancement and the improvement
of surrounding riparian areas, what
trees to plant and harvest, survey for
diseases and insect damage, offer
advice on road construction, etc.. In
addition, there are several organizations and related agencies that are
willing to assist you in becoming a
good steward of the land. These
agencies and organizations are the
ones most woodland owners turn to
for assistance.
However, are you looking for a
little different approach to managing your woodlands? Do you want
to create a family woodland sanctuary from a badly neglected or damaged piece of property and leave a
legacy to future generations? You
may have an option available to
you that is worthy of exploration.
In the past few years, Ecological
Consultants have begun to offer
landowners a different approach to
managing their property. For the
most part, such consultants will
provide the expertise needed to
develop a plan and guide you
through implementation. If necessary, they will pull together outside
resources to meet specific needs
such as for harvesting, road building, pond construction, etc. The

A

approach taken by eco-consultants
is more in line with the overall, natural, needs of the land; they can do
this while still integrating most of
the goals and needs of the owners.
It may require some belief changes,
on the part of some people, to
make such a program work.
Working with an Eco-Consultant
will, in some cases, require a shift
in attitude from neglect to respect,
on your part; past practices may
not work for you and your land. A
focus on ecological imbalances,
caused by human practices and
suppression of natural habitat,
should be the focus of any program; what you can expect from an
eco-consultant is a lot of openended questions that are related to
your ideas for how you want the
land to transform and what the end
results might be.
Once the overall endgame ideas
are discussed, it’s time to take an
introductory walk of the property.
The consultant will be looking for
the lay of the land; slopes, microhabitats such as catch basins, nonproductive soil areas, etc.. Such a
tour will also allow them to check
for and point out invasive species
and possible contamination from
hazardous materials. This walkthrough also provides an opportunity to point out current and past
practices that are having a negative
impact on the land as well as those
positive actions that will need to be
enhanced so that you can meet
your goals for the property. Be
prepared to accept a different
approach to dealing with some of
these practices. Different consultants may have different approaches on how to meet your needs, don’t
be locked into pre-set ideas.
Once a collaborative agreement
is reached on the needs of the land

CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org

and wishes of the owner, a plan for
improvement will be developed and
agreed to by the owner and consultant. Such an agreed-upon plan
should include specific objectives,
some timelines, and the amount of
commitment, both time-wise and
financial, that the owner can put
into the program’s success. Your
actual plan objectives and tasks will
vary in both focus and number,
depending on the needs of the land
and your overall goals. It may initially look overwhelming, but break
it down into manageable sections
and it becomes less challenging.
This brings us to some of the
personal adjustments you may need
to make in order to approach the
task before you.
For example, doing the same
thing that you or the previous stewards of the property have been
doing may be just “kicking the can
down the road”. Human intervention, if done properly, can be of
great importance to recovering the
land and woodlands and returning
it to a more balanced system. Once
you see the potential, the shift in
attitude will come and will be reenforced by the positive changes
you are making to your land.
You may also need to adjust
your focus and shift your efforts
and energies. Your efforts will be
more focused on protecting and
preserving what is right with the
woodland, and then shifting your
energies to those areas where your
intervention can best move your
plan along. You will need to identify and minimize those practices
that disturb the natural environment. Begin to minimize or control
use of those practices that cause
damage to the soil through erosion
or compaction, the over-use of herbicides and (if livestock will be part
of your operation) overgrazing. For
instance, in areas of frequent traffic, properly built paths and roads
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that will minimize damage to the
land may be an objective.
Should harvesting be part of the
plan, be it commercial thinning or
patch cuts, efforts should be made
to conduct the operation with the
minimal amount of damage to the
environmental surroundings. This
may not always be possible if you
are trying to remove a volume of
trees due to insect damage or disease, such as root rot, but a good
eco-consultant can reach out to
logging contractors who specialize
in this type of work and who have
equipment and practices that will
reduce the impact on the rest of
your eco-system. You’ll soon learn
that you can help Mother Nature
with such things as control of invasive species, controlling soil erosion,
renewing wildlife habitat and making water quality improvements.
While there does not appear to be
a professional organization, even
loosely knit, for Eco-Consultants, a
good place to start looking would
be in the arborist’s organization
ISA, International Society of
Arboriculture; look for the services
provided by the listed arborists until
you find one that meets your needs.
Another good place to start
would be with the Society of Ecological Restorations Northwest
Chapter (SER) and look for listed
members located in your area. Also
contact your county soil and water
district or river basin councils to
see who they are working with.
Some professional foresters may
also be adding this approach to
their resumes,’ so check out their
websites.
We would like to thank the
Clackamas Soil and Water Conservation District; Heather Wheeler of
Bloom with Nature for the insight;
and Paul Meyers, retired USDA
government ecologist; all of whom
provided support information for
this article. ■

Forest Health Highlights
GLENN AHRENS, OSU Extension Forester

hile the heat and drought have let up a bit for 2019, lasting effects
of several bad years are causing continuing problems for tree
health. We have become familiar with common problems of drought
and heat stress followed by insect or disease issues on Douglas-fir, true
firs, and red alder. Reports of dying western redcedar and bigleaf
maple seem to be increasing this year. Unfortunately, we still do not
have a clear explanation of the causes for these, though we believe that
climate stress is still a major factor. For more on these, see the factsheets.

W

Bigleaf maple
decline
https://pnw
handbooks.org/
plantdisease/
host-disease/
maple-acer-sppbigleaf-mapledecline-bigleafmaple-dieback
Western redcedar
decline
www.oregon.gov/
ODF/Documents/
Maple dieback.
ForestBenefits/
TreeDeclines
Redcedar.pdf
OSU and ODF are
starting to track occurrences
of western redcedar dieback,
so if you have this problem,
please report it to me at 503655-8631 or glenn.ahrens@
oregonstate.edu. To keep up
with overall forest health news
and information, also see the
Forest Health Highlights
updated every year by the
Oregon Department of
Forestry (ODF).
https://www.oregon.gov/
ODF/ForestBenefits/Pages/
ForestHealth.aspx. ■
Dying western redcedar grove.
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Clackamas County Farm Forestry Assoc., Inc.
P.O. Box 783
Molalla, OR 97038

CCFFA FALL 2019 CALENDAR
Saturday September 14, 8:30am-2:30pm
Community Forestry Day at Hopkins Demonstration
Forest, 16750 S. Brockway Rd., Oregon City
Thursday, September 26, 9:00 am-1:00 pm
Sourcing tree seed and seedlings for the future
BLM Horning Seed Orchard, 27004 S. Sheckly Rd., Colton
There is no fee, but pre-registration is required. Register online at
https://beav.es/Zm2.
Contact Jean Bremer at 503-655-8631 or jean.bremer@
oregonstate.edu for more information.
Saturday, October 5 Fire Prevention and Protection
for Home and Property
Your Home at 9:00-11am and
Your Farm/forest property at 1:00-3:00pm
Natural Resources Education Classroom at The Oregon
Garden, 879 W. Main St., Silverton, OR
Attend one session or stay for both. There is a $20.00 fee and
space is limited. Pre-registration is required. Register online at
https://beav.es/Zm7.
Saturday, October 12 8:30am-2:30pm
CCFFA Forestry Day at Hopkins Demonstration Forest,
16750 S. Brockway Rd., Oregon City
Thursday, October 17 6:00-9:00pm
Clackamas Woodland Farmer of the Year Recognition
Banquet
Everett Hall, Hopkins Demonstration Forest, 16750 S.
Brockway Rd., Oregon City

Saturday, October 26, 2019
Oregon Tree Farm System Recognition Luncheon,
Workshop, and Annual Meeting
Oregon Garden & Resort, 895 W. Main St., Silverton, Oregon
Details will be shared at http://www.otfs.org/meetings.htm.
Saturday, November 9, 8:30am-2:30pm
Community Forestry Day at Hopkins Demonstration Forest,
16750 S. Brockway Rd., Oregon City
Wednesday, November 13, 7:00-9:00 pm
CCFFA Board Meeting, Everett Hall, Hopkins
Demonstration Forest, 16750 S. Brockway Rd., Oregon City
Saturday, November 16, 9:00am-3:00pm
Field Workshop: Thinning and Selective Management
in Mature Forests
Hopkins Demonstration Forest, 16750 S. Brockway Rd.,
Oregon City
The fee is $15. Space is limited, so pre-registration is required.
Register online at https://beav.es/ZmX. Email jean.bremer@
oregonstate.edu or call Jean at the Extension office for more
information.
Saturday, December 14, 8:30am-2:30pm
Community Forestry Day at Hopkins Demonstration
Forest, 16750 S. Brockway Rd., Oregon City
For more information on these events, contact
Jean Bremer at the OSU Extension Service office in Oregon City
phone 503-655-8631 or email Jean.Bremer@oregonstate.edu

