
GARY BUSH

ust a reminder...
payment is due

for your OSWA
membership (which
includes CCFFA) in
January. I’d like to
inform you that the remittance you
make is certainly not wasted.

When I volunteered to be President
of the Clackamas County chapter of
OSWA (CCFFA), I didn’t realize that
it would automatically make me a
member of the Statewide OSWA
board. There is a great deal of time
and effort spent in the legislature on
our behalf, fighting for our right to
manage our own timberland and not
be restricted and regulated out of our
own properties.

Case in point...if it were up to envi-
ronmental concerns, the riparian

management rules would have a 100-
foot, no-cut buffer on each side of the
stream to deal with. But thanks to
Jim James, Roger Beyer, and others
spending countless hours in meetings,
fighting for our rights, we have a
workable solution. Thank you to
those of you who have spent the time
and effort to make that happen.

The current agenda coming up is
herbicide application to forests to
release vegetative competition with
seedlings. There is a legislative initia-
tive in negotiations and I haven’t heard
how it is progressing through the legis-
lature. But rest assured, the leaders of
OSWA will keep a close watch.

So writing that check for your dues
is easy, compared to sitting in meetings
and arguing with people that have
closed minds and different agendas.

Here’s hoping you all have a Merry
Christmas, (maybe going to the forest
to get a fresh tree) and a progressive
New Year. ■
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Welcome New Members
Elizabeth Howley
Oregon City area

Maralyn Turner
Lake Oswego area

Melissa Turner
Lake Oswego area

Charles and Kathy Vannice
Canby-Marquam area

New Member Spotlight—The Vannice Family
JIM SCHREIBER

n what was supposed to be a
rainy day in late October, I

showed up at the Vannice farm, in the
Marquam-Canby area, to visit with
new members Charles and Kathy.
After gaining some general informa-
tion about the lay of the land,
Charley and I toured the shop and
garage area for their operational
equipment. It was my first look at his
principal work horse: a VenTrac. I’m

not sure just what to call it. It’s bigger
and more rugged than an industrial
lawnmower, smaller than a skid-steer
or a small 4x4 tractor. It has two
axles, dual traction tires on each, it
has four-wheel drive and is articulated
for maneuverability. His attachments
included a front-mounted brush cut-
ter and a stump grinder that I saw;
more attachments are available. The
brush cutter has been valuable in his
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attack on the ever-present Himalaya
briar patches.

They use a 3” chipper extensively,
with the chips used to provide cover
around new seedlings which helps
hold in the moisture and slows the
growth of grass. If he has some excess
chips, he spreads them around older
seedlings. This is especially true in the
old pastured areas, where he scarifies
the sod before planting new seedlings.

The property is 37 acres, and they
acquired it 12 years ago. The layout
goes from flat land to rolling hillsides
and swales. There are two ponds and
a couple of catch basins that handle
the terrain run-off; all-in-all it pro-
vides opportunities for varying uses. A
five plus acre field is leased to a neigh-
bor for hay and pasture.

We mounted the “gator” and began
our tour of the property and it still

wasn’t raining. The roads (actually
they were well-maintained trails)
wound through the woodlands and
plantations providing a look at the
work done in the past, as well as work
now in progress. Charley pointed out
some of the challenges they face in
meeting their objective of converting
from a primarily agriculture base to a
forest-based property. To achieve this
objective, they are improving their
multi-aged marketable timber base,
enhancing water quality and bettering
the wildlife habitat. They are follow-
ing Mother Nature’s lead in meeting
their goal of creating a multi-species
woodland. 

Now, I have been involved in
woodland management for more
years than I care to be reminded
of. I have been on many wood-
land tours and attended several
outdoor classes on being good
stewards of our land and I am
here to tell you, the Vannice
farm is definitely not a single
species woodland. Our tour took
us through woodlands and
meadows having both inter-
spersed species areas and more
structured planting plots of
Douglas-fir, western redcedar,
ponderosa pine, red alder and

Oregon ash. I saw about everything in
the species shopping cart, ranging
from pacific yew trees, red oaks,
bigleaf maples, white birch, black oak
and poplar to balsam fir and
sequoias.  

As we passed by, Charley pointed
out Kathy’s thicket patches that are
set aside for small animal and bird
habitat. These will be left as natural
as possible with the only control being
containment of the patch to its cur-
rent footprint. 

The run-off catch basins will be a
challenge not only for the controlling
of invasive species, but for determin-
ing the proper species of trees that can
survive in that environment. Charley
has begun creeping down the slopes
with plantings of valley ponderosa
pine, Oregon ash and some red
alder—all of which should work to
considerable extent. When he gets to
the bottom of the basin, he may need
to look at expanding Kathy’s wildlife
habitat with plantings of riparian
species such as pacific ninebark, red
elderberry and red dogwoods. I sug-
gested he get the “Guide for
Willamette Valley Native Plants
Along Your Stream” from the OSU
Extension Service. 

As we came out of the woodlands
and up onto the plateau, I was sur-
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prised to find a large
planting of black
walnut. Charley
pointed out that the
4-5-acre plantation
was started by the
previous owner, Ivan
Kropf, who was into
the hardwoods; some
of us old-timers may
have known him and
his penchant for real
hardwoods. The
black walnut stand is
right at 30 years old
and it will be some
time before it is ready
for harvest.

It would appear
that the Vannices are well on their
way toward meeting their objectives
and end goals. I suggested to Charley
that he put their goals and objectives
in writing, even if it’s only a handwrit-
ten form. It’s a benchmark for
progress and will serve for family or
future owners.

On a personal note, both Kathy
and Charley are city folk, but knew
that they had to get out in the country
sooner or later.

Kathy’s background, before becom-
ing a wife and mother, was as a print-
er. She now does tractor work, light
farm and garden work around the
farm. She also spends time with her
work/hobby, making homemade jew-
elry that she sells on consignment.

Charley spent three years in Alaska
as a timber faller earning money for
college. He attended Vincennes Uni-
versity in Indiana and Portland State
with the intent of becoming a teacher.
But things changed and the opportu-
nity to go to work with the Southern
Pacific Railroad came up and he took
it. He spent 36 years in the railroad
business, mostly as a conductor in the
freight service. He did do about nine
years as a passenger service conduc-
tor, but when Amtrak took over, went

back to freight service. 
Charley enjoys surfing wherever the

weather is warm and nice, travel and

photography. Since retirement he has
become a Master Recycler, collecting
scrap metal and paper, and he works
2-3 days a week, weather permitting,
for the Clackamas County Dump
Stopper Program.

Kathy and Charley have one grown
son named Taylor who wrestles pro-
fessionally on the WWE circuit.

I enjoyed the tour and visit with
Kathy and Charley. I welcomed them
to the Oregon Small Woodlands
Assoc. and the Clackamas County
Chapter and we wish them well in
their efforts to achieve the goal of
converting their farm to multi-species
woodland.

If the opportunity presents itself,
make it a point to visit with them.
Charley has some real interesting sto-
ries about their farm work and his
years working on the railroad. ■
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Clackamas County Farm Forestry Association

13th Annual

CCFFA College 
Scholarships

To further the benefits for our membership, the Clackamas County Farm
Forestry Association’s (CCFFA) Board of Directors has established two $1,000.00
college scholarships. A current member of CCFFA must recommend/sponsor an
applicant, in writing. The scholarships will be available to graduating high
school students and college students through their senior year and are not spe-
cific to the student’s county of residence, field of study, college, university, or
trade school. Full time enrollment will be required for release of funds. 

The scholarship application form will require personal and educational
information plus two letters of recommendation, but no financial data. The
applicant must also submit a 500-word essay explaining his or her distinguishing
qualities, educational and life goals and experiences with their family’s forest
activities or those of their CCFFA sponsor.

This year’s deadline for applications is April 2, 2018. 

Winners will be introduced at the
Summer Tree Farm Tour and Picnic in August.

Submit your application and all supporting documents to: 
Clackamas County Farm Forestry Association 

Scholarship Committee 
P. O. Box 783 • Molalla, Oregon 97038 

Applications available at www.ccffa-oswa.org or
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/clackamas or may be
picked up at the OSU Extension Office in Oregon City.

Black walnut plantation.



ROB GUTTRIDGE

ater is usually a good thing in
our woodlands—gentle rains

leading to clear streams. But some-
times we can have too much of a
good thing. Some of us remember
the Christmas flood of 1964. More of
us remember the flood of January
1996, which was smaller but still siz-
able. Although it is clear that “hun-
dred-year” floods are coming around
here much more often than once a
century, few of us are really prepared
for the next one—and there is a real-
ly good chance that the next major,
disruptive flood will arrive before the
spring of 2020. Now would be a

good time to prepare.
Just to refresh your memory, our

big winter floods will wash out roads
and bridges, cause landslides and
debris flows, flood thousands of
acres of low ground, cause havoc
with our sewage treatment systems
and other utilities, and disrupt

regional transportation by road and
rail. On our woodlands, they can
rearrange the landscape, moving
masses of dirt and trees downhill and
downstream, sometimes permanently
altering the course of streams. They
have done it many times before, and
they are apt to do it again before
long.

There are periodic weather pat-
terns in our solar system that can
affect our local weather, and as we
enter a solar minimum we are enter-
ing a period when we in the North-
west are more likely to experience
prolonged, heavy rainfall events.
Astronomers have kept records of
sunspot numbers on the sun for hun-
dreds of years, and more recently
have been able to measure solar
winds whose rise and fall corre-
sponds to the solar activity indicated
by the sunspot numbers. 

Scientists with the U.S. Geological
Survey measure streamflow, and their
records for our major rivers go back
more than a hundred years. If you
examine those records for the times
when our rivers exceeded flood stage
and compare them with the records
for solar cycles, you will find a
remarkable pattern: we seldom have
serious floods during solar maxima,
but it’s a sound idea to carry flood
insurance during solar minima if your
property is in or near a flood zone.  

So, as we enter a period of solar
minimum which will probably last
two or three years, make sure you are
ready for a serious winter flood.
Stock up on drinking water and
other supplies to get you through an
emergency caused by flooding, clean
out your culverts (if you have them),
and don’t leave vehicles or equipment
sitting in a flood zone, or at the base
of a slope or ravine in the path of a
possible landslide or debris flow. You
can’t predict or control Mother
Nature, but you can learn from the
past and prepare for the future. And
the future may be wet at times.  ■
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Tree Farm Overstory: Water
Winter Floods are Coming!

www.mapforesters.com
503-655-5524

P.O. Box 1200 • Oregon City, OR 97045
fax 503-824-5527 • ken@mapforesters.com

Timber Marketing Management Services

Our timber marketing
program is designed to
increase competition and
insure the highest net
return on your timber.

• Logging Supervision

• Timber Cruising

• Reforestation Services

• Management Plans



RYAN POTEET

hat will our tree farm look like
five, ten, or twenty years from

now? Without a well-thought-out
plan, probably not as we envision.  

Our goal is to grow marketable
timber while still maintaining diversity
in our forest and encouraging wildlife
to find refuge. That sounds great, but
how do we make it happen? 

For us it started with a Steward-
ship Management Plan. Through
classes at Hopkins Demonstration
Forest and attending OSU Tree
School at Clackamas Community
College each year, we learned about
the cost-share program offered by the
Oregon Department of Forestry.
Basically, once you are approved by
ODF, they will reimburse a large por-
tion of the fees associated with the
drafting of a management plan. The
plan must be developed by a
“resource professional”, a consulting
forester, in our case. 

There are several, very qualified,
foresters doing business in Clacka-
mas County and we’ve had a chance
to meet several of them in the course
of preparing to develop our plan. We
also took the opportunity to discuss
our needs with other woodland own-
ers, over the last few years, and heard
good things about Ken Everett. After
further conversations, we selected
MAP, Inc. to guide us through our
plan development. Ken’s been in the
industry for a long time and when we
mentioned his name to our Steward-
ship Forester at ODF he indicated
we were making a good choice. 

I contacted Ken and told him we
had been approved by ODF to move
forward with the cost-share program
and would like to work with him to
form our plan. We setup a time to
meet at our property to discuss our

goals and to provide him a chance to
see what we had to work with. Even
though we had a basic idea what
could/should be done, with our vari-
ous stands of timber, it’s good to
hear it from a pro. The meeting was
brief but productive. Ken said he
would fit our project in between
everything else he had going on at
the time; with a good reputation
comes a very busy schedule.

Later he made another visit to our
place and spent much more time tak-
ing notes and photos of our different
stands of timber; timber that ranges
in various ages and species. Ken was
able to finish our Forest Stewardship
Plan just in time for us to meet the
deadline for reimbursement.  

What we got in return was a nicely
bound plan that clearly describes our
property in much detail. The 30 acres
is inventoried and broken out into 9
types; each describing amount of
acreage, species, age of trees, soil,
landscape and much more. Photos
and maps are included to make it
easy to see each type.

Most importantly, the plan includ-
ed his management recommenda-
tions for each type with both short
term and long term plans. Some of
the recommendations included
returning a portion of our pasture

land back to timber. He pointed out
that some folks had been successful
using a plow or other farm imple-
ment to create a row of dirt by
removing the sod before planting the
seedlings. In another area, he recom-
mended that we fall every other tree
in order to establish a rough 10-12
foot spacing to allow more produc-
tive canopy spacing. We have several
acres of over grown Christmas tree
stands that were planted on 5x5 foot
spacing; thinning will be one of our
main tasks. 

He also included forestry regula-
tions and a copy of the Oregon For-
est Practices Act. This is all pertinent
information and to have it all in one
place I believe is invaluable.

It’s exciting to see our property on
paper with so much information and
advice on how we can achieve our
goals. Ken has offered to stop by and
track our progress as we follow our
stewardship management plan. It will
be nice to have an available resource
when questions arise and I’m sure
they will.  

Should you be in the market for
professional forestry assistance, MAP,
Inc. is just one of the many local
foresters and resources who can pro-
vide full service forestry from planting
to logging. Check with your local
ODF stewardship forester if you’re
interested in this cost-share program
and to get a list of some of the recom-
mended foresters for your area.  ■
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Planning for the Future of Your Woodlands
Working with a Consulting Forester
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he Slash Burning Work Group
was formed in 2010, at the request

of then President of CCFFA, Dave
Hill. The purpose of the work group
was to deal with all issues in Clacka-
mas County pertaining to the practice
of burning or disposal of slash from
our member’s woodlands. The presi-
dent appointed Jim Schreiber to head
the work group which included Tim
Dahl and Doug Shannon; both Jim
and Tim had fire service backgrounds
and were familiar with burning related
regulations and statutes.

The first issue came to us through
Doug Shannon and it related to some
rural fire districts that had arbitrarily
banned all slash burning between the
backyard open burn periods; the days
covered were from December 15th
through the reopening of burn season

on March 1st. 
Contact was made with the imple-

menting rural fire protection district’s
fire marshal’s offices with request for
reasoning behind such a ban. While
both Tim and Jim understood the
frustration most fire districts had with
being required to enforce DEQ’s
burning restrictions on their residents,
it was the opinion of both that the
districts did not have legal authority
to institute such a ban.

After numerous meetings with the
district mostly behind the effort, and
being advised that the fire district
board was intending to pass an ordi-
nance to that effect, the work group
made contact with Representative
Barton and Senator Thomsen,
requesting assistance in getting a legal
opinion on interpretation of ORS

478.960; in particular, that portion
that states that the Fire Chief, or his
designate, shall issue burning permits
that state conditions that, before
lighting, will protect both life and
property from fire. 

The results were revocation of the
ordinance and agreement within the
county fire districts, to work with the
woodland owners in conducting slash
burning during this period in a man-
ner that would not increase smoke
management problems. So far, it has
been beneficial to both parties.

The work group was allowed to go
dormant until questions arose regard-
ing a ban on all slash burning within
DEQ’s Special Burning Areas in the
Willamette Valley. President
McCloskey re-activated the work
group and included Scott Hanson in
place of Doug Shannon in 2012.

Contact was made with local fire
districts regarding the slash burning
ban within prescribed burn areas. We
determined that the exempt status of
“Slash Burning” was changed, but not
the agricultural burning, within the 3
and 6 mile area surrounding cities or
a combination of cities, at the time the
special burn areas were formed by
DEQ. We have not found any evi-
dence that indicates that DEQ made
any effort to notify industrial or small
woodland owners of this proposed
rule change.

After many discussions with the
Department of Environmental Quali-
ty, the Oregon Department of
Forestry, and State legislative mem-
bers, we are at our current position:
nowhere.

The process has been slow, to say
the least, with a lot of man-hours
expended, for little gain. A brief sum-
mary of the past 3 years follows;

• Budget cuts at DEQ, and pres-
sure from small woodland groups
such as CCFFA, forced them to enter
into discussions with ODF on han-
dling all slash burning under the
smoke management plan. We were

CCFFA Slash Burning Work Group
Report to CCFFA Membership

T

Clackamas County Parks and Forest is pleased to support the
Clackamas County Farm Forestry Association. As a forest land
steward, we are proud that our sustainable forest management
program helps to ensure that our timberlands are grown and
harvested in a manner that is environmentally sensitive, provides
community benefit and is economically viable. The revenue
generated from the sale of timber on County-owned forest lands
directly supports the County Parks program.

The County Forest Program is currently looking for timberland of
any age to enhance its portfolio and long term management
strategy. Please contact the Clackamas County Forester if you
have or know someone interested in selling or donating their
timberlands to
Clackamas County
Parks and Forest
program.

For more info contact
Andrew Dobmeier,
County Forester,
adobmeier@clackamas.us
phone 503-742-4425



asked by ODF to allow the negotia-
tions to work their way out; another
delay of several months.

After negotiations were conducted,
state legal authority proclaimed that
the changes recommended by ODF
and DEQ did not have sufficient need
to be implemented; it appears that
ORS statutes would need to be
changed and other issues such as
Riparian Rights, changes to the
State’s Smoke Management Plan, and
budget considerations in the 2017 leg-
islative session have taken priority.
One good thing to come of these dis-
cussions was that Scott Hanson has
been placed on the State’s Smoke
Management Advisory Committee
where he represents both the Oregon
Small Woodlands Association and the
non-industrial woodland owners.

• It has been determined that DEQ
is not interested in making any
changes to the current administrative
rules (OAR); we requested re-institut-
ing the “letter permit” for hardship
slash burning, returning slash burning
to the original exemption with ag
burning, a special burn period much
like the Christmas tree growers have
from December 15th-May 1st or
reducing the size and frequency of
small slash burning piles. It is not a
point of interest to them at this time.

• We have contacted several legisla-
tors regarding the problem. While
some indicated that they would intro-
duce legislation on our behalf, they
recommended against that idea
because it would be an uphill fight
and we would lose due to the prepon-
derance of legislative members from
the major metropolitan areas opposed
to all burning.

This issue was brought before the
CCFFA Board of Directors at the
July meeting, with a recommendation

from the work group that efforts be
tabled until some change occurs that
would allow us to move ahead with
proposing rule modifications that
would once again let our woodland
owners use slash burning as a man-
agement tool in those special burn
areas.

The CCFFA Board asked the work
group to explore other methods of
slash disposal, especially in those spe-
cial burn areas, that would lessen the
financial impact on forest manage-
ment and reduce the fire danger from
accumulated slash and understory
debris.

The work group is undertaking the

task of researching other methods of
slash and debris disposal and will pro-
vide information to our CCFFA
members through the Forest-Tree
Leader over the next several issues. If
you have used alternative slash dis-
posal methods or if you know of any
woodland owner who has used such
methods, we would appreciate hearing
from you.  ■

Submitted by the CCFFA Slash
Burning Work Group,

Jim Schreiber
Tim Dahl
Scott Hanson
Rob Guttridge

CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org
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15555 S. Hwy 211 Molalla, OR 97038

Buying logs / timber / timberland

Douglas-fir / Hemlock

Dylan Fritz, log buyer 360.477.6959

Office 503.829.9131 Fax 503.829.5481

Other Interfor sawmill locations in Gilchrist, OR,

Port Angeles, WA and Beaver, WA
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GLENN AHRENS

verett Hall at Hopkins Demon-
stration Forest provided a great

setting for the annual Clackamas
Woodland Farmer of the Year
recognition banquet, October 19,
2017. Nominees this year were
Mark and Nancy Schmidt Tree
Farm of Beavercreek, Rainbow
Forest Farm by Tim Dahl and Debi
Poppe of Redland, and Green
Acres by Les and Susan Rickett of
Estacada. The purpose of the ban-
quet is to recognize and share the
excellent tree farming work being
done in the county. This year we
focused on smaller-acreage owners
(<40 acres) as a group.

The nominating and judging
committee included: Derek Craven,
CCFFA; Sena Chase, Clackamas
Co. Parks and Forests; Mike
Haasken, Oregon Department of
Forestry; and Glenn Ahrens, OSU
Extension Forestry.

Clackamas Woodland Farmer of
the Year 2017: Rainbow Forest
Farm, Redland

Tim Dahl and Debi Poppe have
been living and working on their
15-acre forest farm since 1986, the
year after they were married. The
forest was a mixed-species blend of
second-growth and brush from log-
ging in the 1940’s. Their ongoing
effort to improve and maintain the
forest and the property began as a
big cleanup job: hauling 2600 lbs.
to the dump, beating back the
brush, clearing around the house,
thinning dense understory trees,
and burning piles (Tim’s favorite).
Once they could see past the mess,
the learning process continued in
the early 90’s with stewardship
planning, the OSU Extension Basic
Forestry course, joining CCFFA
and the forest owner network. Hav-

ing learned to identify root disease
pockets, they found one afflicting
several acres on the east end of
their farm. They harvested and re-
planted the root rot area with a mix
of redcedar and Douglas-fir, which
led to more learning experiences
with brush control and what it
takes to be “free to grow”. 

After Tim retired from his career
in fire service (2009) the work on
the farm escalated. They delineated
and thinned an acre of forest for
the trees to cohabitate with their
horse Goldie—both horse and for-
est are doing well seven years later.

Tim worked harder on controlling
brush and hardwoods, yielding
good firewood and many small
burn piles instead of fewer larger
piles (to stay in compliance with
changing smoke management
restrictions in the Clackamas fire
district). In 2015 they took on a
major thinning of the overstory
throughout the older forest (~12
truckloads) in order to open the

forest canopy, maintain tree vigor,
and provide daylight for mid-
canopy and understory denizens
(including humans). 

And perhaps the hardest job of
all, they worked on updating their
forest management plan utilizing
the “Oregon Woodland Discovery
Template”. The vision and goals
emerging from their woodland
management journey include:

• Maintain private woodland res-

E

Debi Poppe and Tim Dahl, Clackamas
Woodland Farmer of the Year.

Rainbow Forest Farm in Redland.

Clackamas Woodland Farmer of the Year 2017
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• Improve forest health
• Open the canopy for daylight

and diversity
• Enhance species diversity and

wildlife habitat
• Reduce fuels and fire hazards
• Keep the land in forest for the

next generation

Along with work on the farm,
Tim greatly increased his participa-
tion in the forestry community,
involving education, sharing and
promoting forestry, including:

• CCFFA Board, Secretary-
Treasurer

• OSU Master Woodland Manager
• OSU Citizen Fire Academy
• Oregon Master Naturalist
• The Nature Conservancy
• Volunteer work at Hopkins

Demonstration Forest and Tree
School

For all of their good work over
more than 30 years, congratulations
to Tim and Debi and Rainbow For-
est Farm, Clackamas Woodland
Farmer of the Year 2017! 

Clackamas Woodland Farmer of
the Year Nominee 2017: Mark and
Nancy Schmidt Tree Farm,
Beavercreek

Mark and Nancy Schmidt pur-
chased their 20-acre Beavercreek
property in spring of 1989 after the
previous owner clear-cut large old
timber off the property. Along with
plans to build their home, they had
their tree farm management plan
approved by Clackamas County.
And the next year they got busy
with fourteen acres of stump
removal, clearing and grading
along with three acres of pasture
disked. On the way to the current
forest plantation they started with
two rotations of Christmas trees,
working with Kirk Co.

Christmas trees planted in 1991-
1993 included Douglas, Grand,

Noble and Balsam fir, ending with
harvest of about 10,000 trees from
1998-2001. Another 10,000
Douglas-fir seedlings planted in
2002 (Only 70% survived—deer?).
As planned, after the last Christ-
mas tree harvest in 2011 they start-
ed managing holdover Douglas-fir
trees left at about 10x10 spacing
for the future forest.

The Schmidts had some chal-
lenges with a few areas of over-
crowded Christmas trees leftover.
At Tree School 2015, they learned
about the option for machine
mulching of whole rows of over-
grown Christmas trees. A couple
days later they had America on
Site out to see what they could do

and ended up mulching excess rows
of trees over several acres. That
worked so well that they now plan
to put all the slash from future
thinning and pruning out between
rows of trees so that the machine
can come back to mulch the slash. 

In 2017 they thinned and pruned
about two acres and their plan is to
keep going until it’s all done and
set for many years to come. Along
with their young-stand manage-
ment, the Schmidts have several
acres of older Douglas-fir/maple/
cedar forest on the home place and
on a separate 5-acre parcel down
the road. They are managing this
older forest for wildlife habitat and
personal enjoyment. 

They shared some of their other
challenges encountered along the
way—wildlife damage; drought;
limited time available while both
were working fulltime, (more time
now—both retired). And they noted
the value of all the help they found
from OSU Extension Clackamas
County, Oregon Dept. of Forestry,
other forest owners, Tree School,
and Master Woodland Managers.

In the realm of community
education, sharing and promoting
forest stewardship, the Schmidts

Mark and Nancy Schmidt, Woodland
Farmer of the Year nominee.

 . . . . . . . . . . . .continued on next page



have hosted classes and tours with
Beavercreek Elementary students.
They are dedicated to demonstrat-
ing good forest stewardship and
leaving the land in better condition
than they found it. They are plan-
ning to host a demonstration of
their technique of pruning, thin-
ning, and machine mulching small
trees and slash next spring. Stay
tuned for the announcement of this
event. 

The Schmidts’ vision and goals
for their woodland are: 

• Return the land to forest 
• Provide sanctuary for wildlife
• Produce timber in the future 
• Reduce fire hazards
• Enjoy taking care of the land
• Pass it on to next generation

(or next owner) to carry on and
“do the right thing”

• Demonstrate good forest stew-
ardship and share with others.

It is clear that they are well on
the way to achieving these goals. In
considering how they will pass the
land on to future generations, the
Schmidts observed that it was
important to try to pass on the land
to people who would carry on and
“do the right thing”, even if it was
not their own family. And it is
notable that their philosophy and
their practices were informed by
previous generations. They referred
to the “big orange book” (OSU
Woodlands Workbook), a Christ-
mas gift of the from Mark’s parents
(Jackson Co. Tree Farmer award in
1985) who had timber and pasture
on 263 acres outside of Medford
where Mark got his earliest experi-
ence in forest stewardship. (Coinci-
dentally, I got to work on an OSU
Extension research project—a
madrone thinning study—on
Mark’s parents’ place in 1988. Thir-
ty years later I get to help with an
education event on the next genera-
tion of Schmidt Tree Farms.)  

Congratulations to Mark and
Nancy Schmidt, Clackamas Wood-
land Farmer Nominee 2017! 

Clackamas Woodland Farmer of
the Year Nominee 2017: Les and
Susan Rickett, Green Acres,
Estacada

Les and Susan purchased their
14.5-acre property in 2009 and
moved from Portland to their new
home in the forest. Coming from
the city, they knew they had a lot to
learn about their woodland. Fortu-
nately, the previous owner was Lee
Hollands, a retired engineer who
had studied OSU Extension publi-
cations and attended Tree School.
He planned carefully for reforesta-
tion and homesite development in
2000 after a partial harvest of sec-
ond growth timber. Mr. Hollands
kindly and diligently passed along
his knowledge of the forest to the
Ricketts, in person and on paper. 

Les and Susan picked up where
Lee Hollands left off, carrying on
with the management of what is
now a two-storied Douglas-fir/
western redcedar forest. They
worked with the Natural Resource
Conservation Service and Oregon
Dept. of Forestry on thinning and
pruning for fuels reduction and
stand improvement starting in 2012.

With help from their children,
they continue with some thinning
and pruning on 20-30 trees per
year. The Ricketts attend classes at
Tree School and they have joined
CCFFA. 

The vision and goals for Green
Acres are to:

• Take care of the forest—keep it
as forest

• Provide all the benefits from the
forest—air, water, wildlife, mush-
rooms, etc. & timber someday.

• Involve the children and grand-
children—work and play

• Keep the forest for the next
generation.

The Ricketts are thoughtful
about their forest stewardship and
its importance to themselves and
the community. After learning so
much from the previous generation
(Mr. Hollands) they are mindful of
the value of learning and sharing
what they do and what they learn.
And after seeing how much is
involved, Les and Susan said they
are looking forward to having
more time to spend in their
woods...someday. 

Congratulations to Les and
Susan Rickett on their Green
Acres, Clackamas Woodland
Farmer Nominee 2017! 

There is a common vision of
both stewardship and succession to
future generations among all three
Clackamas Woodland Farmers.
Beyond the family, they serve the
community and society by:

• Passing on the land, the
lessons, and a philosophy of forest
stewardship to others who will
become good stewards in turn. 

• Inspiring others to learn and
practice good forest stewardship.

That’s what this Clackamas
Woodland Farmer Recognition
process is all about! ■
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Les and Susan Rickett, Woodland
Farmer of the Year nominee.



GLENN AHRENS

merging Issues for Extension
Forestry and Natural Resources

Our Statewide Forestry and Natural
Resources Extension group met at
the Oregon Garden in Silverton last
month to develop new projects on
emerging issues of high priority. Pro-
jects that rose to the top of our list
will receive extra funding and dedi-
cated group effort from faculty
across the state. These include:

1) Statewide Forestry and Natural
Resources Extension Fire Program: A
statewide program that seeks to deliv-
er comprehensive fire education and
outreach based on sound science.

Fire affects our lives, homes, and
resources both negatively and posi-
tively. Wildfire in the west has
increased in scale, complexity, and
duration; and the amount of people
building homes in the wildland
urban interface (WUI) is on the rise.
Evident from the 2017 fire season,
improved awareness and understand-
ing through education and sound sci-
ence is critical (e.g. smoke issues,
fuels treatments, post-fire needs, mis-
directing and misunderstanding
facts). To fill this need, the Forestry
& Natural Resources Extension Pro-
gram needs to take a long and broad
view of our fire programming and
develop a cohesive and formal Fire
Program for all its stakeholders. 

Extension already has a good
wildfire education program, but it has
been focused on the drier forest zones
of eastern and southwestern Oregon.
It would be good to have a Statewide
program with increased attention to
wildfire issues in the more populated
western Oregon forest zone. The goal
is to create a dedicated Fire Program
Coordinator for Extension, which
will require additional funding from
grants or appropriations.

Meanwhile, you may find our

library of Wildfire education
resources to be useful. Visit our
online catalog of OSU Extension
publications https://catalog.exten-
sion.oregonstate.edu/ and type “fire”
in the search window to see what’s
there. Two good examples:

Reducing Fire Risk on Your Forest
Property—PNW618. https://catalog.
extension.oregonstate.edu/pnw618.
Recognizing that you may have a
high wildfire risk is the first step in
doing something about it. Whether
you own a few acres or thousands,
this publication will help you reduce
the potential for wildfire damage on
your property while improving over-
all forest health and wildlife habitat.
Although these actions won’t prevent
a wildfire from coming onto your
property, they can make it more fire
resistant. By following the guidelines
in this publication you can reduce a
fire’s severity so that most trees sur-
vive and firefighters are better able to
attack and extinguish the blaze.

Fire Science Core Curriculum—
EM9172. https://catalog.extension.
oregonstate.edu/em9172. The latest
addition to the publication catalog,
this curriculum is designed to teach
the basics of fire to non-fire-profes-
sional community members, includ-
ing woodland owners, ranchers and
farmers. The goal is to reduce risk
and fire hazard through education

and understanding. This curriculum
is divided into six parts: an introduc-
tion and five modules.

2) Forest Wellness Checkup—Is
My Forest Prepared for Change?

Another project for the coming
year is to develop a “Forest Wellness
Checkup” procedure for the assess-
ment and monitoring of a forest for
potential health issues and threats.
Dying trees provide an urgent call for
attention to forest health and we
tend to focus on after-the-fact diag-
nosis of abiotic, insect, and/or dis-
ease agents that may explain why
trees are dying. But greater attention
to prevention or “wellness” may be a
more effective approach to forest
health care. A variety of forest health
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■■■■ Professional Forest Management
■■■■ Timber Inventories and Cruising

■■■■ Mapping and GIS
■■■■ Appraisals

11825 SW Greenburg Road, Suite 200  •  Tigard, Oregon 97223-6466

503-684-8168
1-800-783-6818

www.nwforestryservices.com
FAX (503) 684-9158



PETER MATZKA

utside of the numerous bunnies
that are often seen foraging

around Everett Hall, new and old
programs, projects and activities have
really been ‘hopping’ at the Hopkins
Demonstration Forest. Since the
beginning of the year a lot has hap-
pened (especially over the last six
months), so if you have not been out
in a while, it might be a good time to
check a few of these new additions.

To start, the long-standing youth
education program continues to grow
and diversify as past schools return
and new schools discover the oppor-
tunities for hands-on learning in the
working forest at Hopkins. By the
end of this year, Hopkins will have
provided over two hundred field
based K-12, college level, or adult
field trip opportunities, which will
have reached over 4,000 students and

1,000 adults.
This fall, in
particular, we
have seen a
large increase
in the number
of ‘new to
Hopkins’
upper elemen-
tary school
groups (4th/5th
grade). New or
returning, all
groups have a
similar educa-
tional focus
around investigating ecological and
structural differences in our forest
types and management strategies as
well as participating in service learn-
ing activities.

Outside of our ongoing education-
al programming, one of our first

accomplishments this year was the
completion of the Cedar Grove Shel-
ter, Forestry Skills Field with the rais-
ing of two 35-foot spar poles for spur-
climbing. This field was created pri-
marily for the Future Natural
Resource Leaders (FNRL) which if
some of you recall is a high school,
student leadership organization that
teaches our youth hands-on activities,
career/leadership building skills, pro-
fessional conduct, and camaraderie.
The raising of the poles as well as
completing other skill stations culmi-
nated with Hopkins hosting the
FNRL State Convention in April.
During this two-day event, we had
over 200 high school students, 150
parents, and 50 professionals and
judges from around the state in atten-
dance.  

The next accomplishment immedi-
ately followed the FNRL State Con-
vention. We began drilling holes in
the bus parking area that were even-
tually filled with the posts that sup-
port the roof of our new ‘Mill
House’. This 24’x48’ covered struc-
ture (complete with concrete floor
and 12’x24’ fully enclosed storage)
houses a Wood-Mizer band saw mill
and edger. Ron and Walt Dilley
donated the mill and related equip-

CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org
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What’s Hopping at Hopkins?

O

Purchasing alder, maple and ash saw logs,
pulp logs, and timber.  Also hemlock saw

logs and timber.

Centralia, WA (360) 736-2811

Longview, WA (360) 577-6678

Mount Vernon, WA (360) 428-8583

Eugene, OR (541) 689-2581

Coos Bay, OR (541) 267-0419

Garibaldi, OR (503) 322-3367

New Forestry Skills Field at Hopkins Demonstration Forest.



ment, and a large portion of the
structure’s cost was covered by a
donation from Carol Belton. The mill
has already been put to good use pro-
cessing blowdown that created needed
replacement foot-bridge decking,
some raised planting beds, fencing
materials, and some benches. In addi-
tion, it was demonstrated in front of a
40-person workshop group and sever-
al high school natural resources pro-
grams.

The high school natural resources
programs (that got a hands-on demo
of the Wood-Mizer) were part of this
past summer’s Teacher in the Woods
Program. We had six teacher partici-
pants for a combined total of sixteen
weeks out at Hopkins during July
and August. Many other projects
occurred over the summer: teachers
mapped the forest’s infrastructure and
various features using a professional
grade, sub-foot GPS, worked on
developing a native plant guide, creat-
ed high school forestry curriculum,
and practiced hands-on forestry skills.
The skills these teachers learned will
aid them in the instruction of their
students over the course of the school
year. It will allow them to integrate
their hands-on learning with class-
room instruction and various labora-
tories and field visits. Additionally,
many of the teachers that are within
an hour’s drive of Hopkins bring their
classes back several times during the
school year.

With all this increased activity of
more school groups, the FNRL State
Convention, teachers working in the
woods, and an increased public visita-
tion rate over years past, we are also
in the process of another needed pro-
ject and major addition. If you visit
occasionally, you will notice at the
end of the summer the carport and
pump house next to the bus parking
area are now gone. What is coming to
this cleared space will greatly stream-
line the arrival and departure of large
groups. Rather than a single public

‘outhouse’ in the parking area, we are
in the preliminary process of creating
a large, full-service public restroom
with men’s, women’s, and unisex/fami-
ly spaces. This addition will allow for
large groups (that come any distance)
to quickly move into the forest rather
than wait 15+ minutes for all to use
the restroom. This will be especially
helpful for the younger age groups
that we are seeing a rise in. Overall,
most of the groundwork has been
completed, as well as design. Look
for more activity and reporting soon.

Lastly, another project ‘hopping’ is
the addition to the ‘fire’ pond and its

adjacent wetland. Grant funds were
received two years ago, and work
began late this summer and into fall
to clear off vegetation which prepared
the ground for next spring’s work. We
were hoping to accomplish all the
work this year, but the rains came in
and got the best of us. When complet-
ed, it will provide improved habitat to
native amphibians and become a
valuable teaching resource.  

Those are some of the happenings
at the Hopkins Demonstration For-
est. Please ‘Hop’ on out and see all
the projects and activities going on. ■
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FORESTLAND FOR SALE in OREGON &  WASHINGTON

Mark.Willhite@juno.com

503-695-6419

Solutions from a practical forestry and financial standpoint

We market forest properties in
western Oregon and Washington

✓ Free consultation

✓ Professional Forester

✓ See the “Forestland for 
Sale” tab on our website!

✓ Property visit

✓ Licensed Broker,
OR & WA

✓ 40 years experience

High school natural resources teachers helping to mill the first log at the new Mill
House.



PAGE 14  •  FOREST-TREE LEADER  •  WINTER 2018

2017-18 CCFFA Seedling Sale
Seedling Reservation Request Form

ORDER
CODE

A

B

SPECIES/SEED SOURCE

Douglas-fir
(Weyerhaeuser seed)

Western redcedar
(Drakes Crossing Nursery)

Mail this form with your payment to:
CCFFA Seedling Committee

P.O. Box 783
Molalla, OR 97038

Make all checks & money orders payable to “CCFFA”
Please make a photocopy of this form for

your records and future reference.

STOCK TYPE

1+1

PLUG+1

MIN.
ORDER

120

100

PRICE
Per/M

$500

$600

$

$

MINIMUM 30% DEPOSIT ENCLOSED

QUANTITY
REQUESTED YOUR COST

TOTAL AMOUNT OF ORDER

$

BALANCE DUE

NAME

E-MAIL ADDRESS EVENING PHONE

ADDRESS                                                                                                       CITY/STATE/ZIP

The Clackamas County Farm Forestry Association is offering tree seedlings for sale this year.
The available stock is listed below. Inventories will be filled on a first come, first served basis.
If you have any questions, please contact: Stan Beyer, Phone: 503-519-5289, or email: skbeyer@molalla.net

ORDERING INFORMATION:
1. Please make your order number in multiples of the minimum order number.

2. Price is in dollars per thousand of seedlings ordered.

3. Enclose a minimum 30% deposit with your order to reserve your seedlings (for orders less than 960 seedlings, 
please include total purchase price).

4. No refunds for cancellations after January 1, 2018.

5. Confirmation and balance due notices will be mailed by December 31, 2017. All payments are due by January 15, 2018 to CCFFA.

6. All Douglas-fir seedlings will be distributed at Weyerhaeuser Nursery in Aurora, OR, in February and March 2018.

7. The western redcedar seedlings will be available for pick up on a date TBA in February 2018 at Hopkins Demonstration Forest.

2017-18 INVENTORY AVAILABILITY
The following Douglas-fir seedlings are for sale and will be available for pick up in February & March 2018. The western redcedar seedlings
will be available for pick up on a date TBA in February 2018 at Hopkins Demonstration Forest.  Please review seedling source details and
observe minimum and multiple order quantities.

The following seedlings are for sale. Please review seedling source details and observe minimum and multiple order quantities.

Order Code Species/Seed Source Stock Type Inventory Available Price Per/M Minimum Order Order Multiple
A Douglas-fir 1+1 25,580 $500 120 120

(Weyerhaeuser seed) Genetically improved seed mix from Weyerhaeuser forest nursery program. Minimum caliper for 1+1 stock type is
6mm with minimum height of 12 inches and root length of 10 inches.

B Western redcedar PLUG+1 3,500 $600 100 100
(Drakes Crossing Nursery) Weyerhaeuser has phased out their cedar production and this alternate supplier was located to supply our
members requiring smaller quantities.  We will continue to pursue alternate sources of western redcedar seedlings in order to continue
this membership benefit.  These seedlings are reported to be 4” to 8”.

Don’t MissOut—OrderToday!
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checklists have been developed for
other parts of the U.S. but we do not
have a current version for Oregon.

Many landowners ask questions
like “Is my forest healthy?” and
“What should I do to keep the forest
healthy?” They may think their forest
is OK, but they observe dying trees
or other issues in their area and won-
der if they are vulnerable. This topic
seems particularly important in the
face of possible changes in the forest
and/or its environment such as
increasing stand density, invasive
species, increasing fire risk, climate
change, etc. 

The goal is to develop a Forest
Wellness Checkup procedure for each
sub-region of Oregon based on the
common forest health problems and
threats in the area. The Checkup pro-
cedure will be a resource for natural
resource professionals and trained
volunteers who serve forest landown-
er clientele (Extension Foresters,
Master Woodland Managers, Ore-
gon Department of Forestry Stew-
ardship Foresters, forestry consul-
tants, NRCS, SWCD, etc.) when
doing site visits or answering ques-
tions. It will also be a useful resource
for landowners to help them learn
what to look for and how to monitor
their forest health over time.

Basic elements of a checklist to
help people assess and monitor forest
wellness include:

• site environment, current vegeta-
tion species and condition, plant
health.

• likely forest vegetation dynam-
ics—changes in stand density, species
composition

• potential changes in terms of
environmental stress and vulnerability

• presence and status of invasive
species threats

• fuel hazards and fire risk as an
element of wellness—link to existing

Firewise and other fire related educa-
tional materials. 

• actions to maintain or improve
health/wellness, ameliorate identifi-
able issues—link to existing resources
on management recommendations
for identifiable issues

• basic forest health monitoring
methods—instructions for revisiting
the checklist periodically.

3) New Landowner Outreach
Strategy

Reaching new or beginning wood-
land owners is a perennial challenge
for Extension and other agencies
providing assistance to forest
landowners. Many new woodland
owners don’t know where to start
and they are not familiar with OSU
Extension or the Oregon Small
Woodlands Association. A priority
project over the next year is to
update our strategy for reaching new
landowners in order to connect them
with educational resources that are
appropriate for them. The plan is to
develop a new ‘packet’ of resources
(mailing, web, social media materi-
als) for landowners with information
on what they need to know right
now i.e. where to get help, who’s who

in forestry (Extension, ODF,
OSWA). This will be delivered via
realtors, tax assessors, social media
campaigns, and mailings utilizing
county tax assessor data.

I am involved in all of the above
projects and I will ensure that local
issues and needs are incorporated in
the products. Over time, I hope that
you will see some of the outcomes in
your neck of the woods. 

Tree School 2018 Under
Construction

Developing the class catalog for
Clackamas Tree School (March 24,
2018) is the major project for our
Extension Forestry team through
November and December. As usual,
we will be offering a full slate of core
woodland management topics along
with many new classes based on
input from our needs assessment and
focus group. The catalog will be in
the mail and go live online around
the third week of January. We will
continue using the online registration
system, with some improvements
based on our first-time experience
last year. Thanks to all of you who
provide input and help with the col-
laborative effort.  ■

Since our founding in 1953,
Woodland Management
has served Northwest forest
landowners.  Discover the
benefits of a lifetime of
experience.  Call Jim Wick
at Woodland.

503-654-2221 Phone
503-654-2224 Fax

jim@woodlandmgmt.com
P.O. Box 26
Lake
Oswego,
OR 97034

WWWWeeee   oooo ffff ffff eeee rrrr   NNNN oooo rrrr tttt hhhh wwww eeee ssss tttt
LLLL aaaa nnnn dddd oooo wwww nnnn eeee rrrr ssss   aaaa   llll iiii ffff eeee tttt iiii mmmm eeee

oooo ffff   eeee xxxx pppp eeee rrrr iiii eeee nnnn cccc eeee

OSU Extension Forestry Update,
continued from page 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .



Clackamas County Farm Forestry Assoc., Inc.
P.O. Box 783
Molalla, OR 97038

Check our website at www.ccffa-oswa.org for more information

CCFFA WINTER 2018 CALENDAR

Tue Dec 5, 6:00-8:00pm
Managing Your Woodland Property—
Determine Your Next Steps, Oregon Farm

Bureau Board Room, 1320 Capitol St NE,

Salem

Sat Dec 9, 8:30am-2:30pm
Community Forestry Day—learn by doing!

Hopkins Demonstration Forest

Wed Jan 10, 2018, 7:00-9:00pm
CCFFA Board Meeting, Forest Hall, Hopkins

Demonstration Forest  

Sat Jan 13, 8:30am-2:30pm
Community Forestry Day—learn by doing!

Hopkins Demonstration Forest

Thu Feb 1, 6:00-8:00pm
Managing Your Woodland Property—
Determine Your Next Steps, OSU

Extension Annex, 200 Warner Milne Rd.,

Oregon City

Sat Feb 3, 10:00am-12:00 Breakfast and
Winter Educational Program, Springwater
Grange Hall

Feb 8, 15, 22, March 1, 3, 6:00-8:30pm 
Basic Woodland Management
Shortcourse, Hopkins Demonstration Forest

Sat Feb 10, 8:30am-2:30pm
Community Forestry Day—learn by doing!

Hopkins Demonstration Forest

Sat Mar 10, 8:30am-2:30pm
Community Forestry Day—learn by doing!

Hopkins Demonstration Forest

Wed Mar 14, 7:00-9:00pm
CCFFA Board Meeting, Forest Hall,

Hopkins Demonstration Forest  

Thu-Fri Mar 15-16, All day
Pacific Northwest Timberlands
Management: Regulations, Litigation,
and Business Considerations, World Trade

Center Portland 25 SW Salmon St, Portland

Sat Mar 24, All day
Tree School Clackamas, Clackamas

Community College, Oregon City

Thu Apr 12, 6:00-9:00pm
CCFFA Annual Meeting, Legends/

Arrowhead Country Club, Molalla  

Sat Apr 14, 8:30am-2:30pm
Community Forestry Day—learn by doing!

Hopkins Demonstration Forest

Wed May 9, 7:00-9:00pm
CCFFA Board Meeting, Forest Hall,

Hopkins Demonstration Forest

A BALANCED APPROACH

Forest stewardship for 
productivity and diversity

FSC Trademark © 1996 Forest Stewardship Council A.C. 
• SCS-FM/COC- 00062GN

These forests have been
independently certified
as well managed.

PORTLAND FORESTERS -  503-222-9772
Scott Ferguson

Barry Sims
Mike Messier

CORVALLIS FORESTERS -  541-435-0383
Mark Miller

Matt Fehrenbacher
Shane Hetzler

Pamela Hines, Office Manager
503-409-2888

info@troutmountain.com
www.troutmountain.com

▲
TIMBER MANAGEMENT

▲
ALTERNATIVES TO

CLEARCUTTING
▲

FOREST PLANNING
AND RESTORATION

▲


