
GARY BUSH

t the OSWA
annual meeting

this year, the Board
proposed to change
the by-laws to
abandon the
requirement that officer elections be
carried out using a vote-by-mail
process, and to instead have the offi-
cers elected at the annual meeting, by
the members present. The reason for
the proposed change is that the vote
by mail process costs over $1,000 per
year, and typically less than 100
members out of 1,898 return their bal-
lots. At least 10% of the membership
attends the annual meeting, so they
would get more participation in the
voting process. Most of the offices are
uncontested, but if they are, there will
be a run-off with ballots completed
and turned in on the same day as the
election during the meeting. This will
enable the candidate to know the out-
come at that time. By the time you are
reading this you should have received
your ballot in the mail to vote on the
change. If the by-law change passes
this will be the last time you will
receive a ballot in the mail from
OSWA. The election of officers and
other business will all be done from
the floor at the next annual meeting.

There was a good turnout for the
Woodland Tree Farmer of the Year
picnic at Rainbow Forest Farm, the
home of this year’s winners, Tim Dahl

and his wife, Debbie Poppe. About 55
members and neighbors attended the
event on August 4th. I had the privi-
lege of introducing Kara Guttridge
and Brenna Beyer, the recipients of
two $1,000 scholarships which
CCFFA gives each year. Kara is
going to OSU to major in biology
and Brenna is majoring in special
education at OSU. I’m sure you’ll join
me in wishing them every success.

We are looking for nominations for
next year’s Woodland Tree Farmer of
the Year and if you know of someone
that deserves some recognition for
their forestry efforts, let us know. One
doesn’t have to have a lot of acreage,
(Tim’s tree farm is 15 acres) and
membership in CCFFA is not a
requirement. But the nominee must
be a part of the Oregon Tree Farm
System. There is help available from
ODF and Extension and others to
help fill out the application form. 

Clackamas County is the largest
chapter of the Oregon Small Wood-
land Association, and as President, I
would like to thank you all for your
continued and valued support. If you
would like to be on the board, we have
two positions available. Or, if there is a
program or tour you would like to see
happen, you can call me or a board
member and we will see what we can
do about making it happen.  

As I am writing this in mid- August,
we have broken the record for consec-
utive 90-degree days. Like most of
you who planted seedlings for refor-
estation or for Christmas trees, it’s
hard to watch them die in the dry

cracked ground. I planted 1,800 noble
fir in the fall, and it looks as though I
may have lost 25%. Of the 800 I plant-
ed in February, it might be closer to
40%. 20% of the 300 Doug-fir are dead
and about 20% of the 160 cedar are
gone. I won’t know the exact numbers
until October or November, but there
is not much I can do except get more
seedlings and fill in those empty spots
next spring and hope for a cooler sum-
mer next year.

Here’s hoping we get some long
overdue rain, and I wish everyone a
safe fall. ■
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PETER MATZKA

any of the projects I reported on
back in November of 2017 are

well underway or close to completion
at the Hopkins Demonstration Forest.
Time often seems to fly by out here
when days are busy with school
groups, visitors, and landowner edu-
cation. However, as I reflect on what
has happened in less than a year, it
seems hard to believe such little time
has gone by. Here is a summary of
what has been going on out in the for-
est at Hopkins.

As usual, the youth education pro-
gramming remains strong and contin-
ues to expand. Starting at the begin-
ning of this year, there are now two
new groups utilizing the forest on a
weekly basis. The Thimble Forest
Preschool comes out to Hopkins rain

or shine/ roasting or freezing three
days a week to use the forest as their
classroom (plus a little help and space
to warm up in the shop). In addition,
an area homeschool network brings
their students out twice a week to
learn and explore, too. Therefore, with
the regulars, returning school groups
and some new, there were few days
where Hopkins did not have at least
three groups out in the forest this
spring.  

To help assist with these numerous
programs, we were fortunate to part-
ner with three experienced educators
helping out with a Portland area
school. Educators Bill Wood, Dale
Baer, and Rick Hugo (along with two
of his Portland State University
seniors) lead several programs for
fifth-grade classes from Richmond
Elementary. Together, they helped pro-
vide an amazing program and team
that had well over 50 years of com-
bined outdoor education experience.
Likewise, adding in the other group’s
leaders and myself we were pushing
close to 100 years of combined educa-
tional experience some days out in the
forest. Simply amazing!

Something else amazing was the
number of high school teachers that
participated in this year’s Teacher in
the Woods program. We had fifteen
teachers spend a combined total of 21

weeks working in small groups to
learn about forest management, out-
door field skills and build natural
resources curriculum to share with
other teachers and take back to their
classrooms. This year’s focus was
developing the teachers’ skills and
curriculum needs for the high school
student leadership organization, Ore-
gon Future Natural Resource Leaders
(OR-FNRL). The OR-FNRL (in
partnership with Hopkins and FFI)
continues to grow. The State Conven-
tion was again successfully held this
last spring out in the forest, by Execu-
tive Director Kirk Hutchinson and
myself as State Advisor and Co-
founder.

Additionally, projects that were just
getting underway in late summer 2017
have now rapidly kicked into high
gear as we transitioned from spring to
summer. The new restroom facility is
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entering the ‘finishing phase’. An
excellent team of volunteers has over-
seen the project and completed much
of the work themselves to help reduce
costs. The cedar siding was even
milled onsite by the new sawmill facil-
ity. The pond expansion and wetland
restoration construction is complete
and it will be entering the ‘finishing
phase’, too. Native plantings, educa-
tional access and interpretation sig-
nage needs to be installed this winter
and coming year. Another project that
is starting to take shape is the creation
of a volunteer forest host office and

visitor center. Due to an increase in
forest visitors, along with the consoli-
dation of caretaker duties with the
Hopkins’ Post Property Residence/
Rental the RV space between Hopkins
Hall and the Bus Parking/Sawmill is
now open. Look for a face-lift and
friendly smile to greet visitors both
new and old during peak use times in
this transformed area. So many other
things are in the queue that have
most, if not all, the funding needed,
like the anticipated completion of the
Fire Lookout Tower, and the creation
of an Educational Pavilion behind

Hopkins Hall (look for more on these
later).  

So, if you have not been out in the
forest at Hopkins in a while, stop on
by and see the progress or better yet
come out on the second Saturday of
the month to one of the Community
Forest Days, or contact me
(peter.matzka@oregonstate.edu)
about helping out with our volunteer
‘day’ host program. ■
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The new restroom facility at Hopkins Demonstration Forest is nearing completion.

The pond expansion and wetland restoration projects entering the finishing phase.
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ROB GUTTRIDGE

Our Words for our Woods
hat do you call the trees growing
on your place? How do you

think of them? Are they a Forest? a
Tree Farm? a Small Woodland? a bit
of almost-wilderness? your lasting
legacy, perhaps? 

Do your trees form a grove, a farm
woodlot, an orchard, a stand of tim-
ber, a wooded tract, a park? Maybe
they’re an overgrown plantation, some
struggling new seedlings in a clearcut
unit, a dense jungle thicket, a dubious
investment and occasional tax shelter,
a brush-and-briar patch with mostly-
thwarted ambitions of becoming
wildlife habitat?

What you call your trees depends
partly on where they are, what they
are, how old they are, and how numer-
ous they are. It also reflects how you

think of them, how you manage them,
how you value them.

If your house is among your trees,
you probably think of them a little dif-
ferently than if they were located miles
away from your home. Likewise, if
your trees are mostly hardwoods, or
were all planted in this century, their
value to you may be different than if
they are tall conifers that are older
than you, or even your parents. If they
occupy just a few acres, you will prob-
ably manage them differently than if
they covered hundreds of acres.

However you think of your trees,
and whatever you choose to call them,
it is worthwhile to create a Forest
Management Plan for them. It will
help you to clarify your thoughts
about your trees, help you to commu-
nicate your priorities to others, and
perhaps help to qualify you for finan-
cial assistance in managing them bet-
ter. It may even change the words you
use when talking about them.

Speaking of words, and our names
for trees, it may be worthwhile to say a
little bit about what we call the trees
that grow here in Clackamas County,
Oregon. Several different authors are
kind enough to write pieces for the
Forest-Tree Leader. Some of them
have advanced degrees in forestry,
some of them have decades of experi-
ence working in the woods, some of us
have neither. We don’t all use the exact
same names for tree species, but we all
hope that other folks will understand
us when we are writing about them.

If this were a scholarly journal, read
primarily by academic researchers, we
would be sure to always use either the
proper scientific name, or the most
widely-accepted common name, prop-
erly capitalized, for each tree species.
But it is not such a journal, it is the
CCFFA newsletter, and our writers
are often far less formal (and generally
much more easily readable).  

Here in Clackamas County, a few
species predominate, some of which
are uncommon elsewhere in the world.
Here, a Douglas-fir tree is often called
Doug fir or just fir; Western Redcedar
is usually just called cedar; Western
Hemlock is just hemlock. Our maples
are Bigleaf Maple, alders are Red
Alder, oaks are Oregon White Oak. If
it is a less-common species in Clacka-
mas County forests, then it will gener-
ally be called by its proper common
name, with capitalization, to avoid
confusion with those species named
above. ■

PAGE 4  •  FOREST-TREE LEADER  •  FALL 2018

CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org

W

Tree Farm Overstory

Purchasing alder, maple and ash saw logs,
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Garibaldi, OR (503) 322-3367



ew CCFFA Board Member Ryan
Poteet answers a few questions.

What first sparked your interest in
managing woodland, and what keeps
you at working at it? When my wife
and I purchased our property,
10 acres of it had just been clear cut.
It was left up to us to replant and fig-
ure out what we needed to do to grow
timber. Hoping to give our seedlings
the best opportunity to thrive we
needed to learn more about managing
our woodland property. Seeing the
difference in how the trees look when
you thin overly stocked patches and
watching the young seedlings grow is
good motivation.

What message about forests and their
management do you usually try to
leave with folks and what has been your
most successful method of doing this?
We often find ourselves trying to
explain to people that timber is like
many other crops a farmer chooses to
grow for production. People don’t
complain when someone harvests
corn or wheat but somehow timber is
different? We want our crop to be just
as successful as the other types of
crops and it takes many of the same
principles to grow trees. I think using
this type of analogy helps some peo-
ple to understand we do want what is
best for the land and it’s in everyone’s
best interest that we do continue to
grow this natural resource for the
future generations. 

Which of our many forest policy issues
in Oregon (like taxes, certification,
regulations, etc.) do you think is most
important to your own operation, or to
the future of the state? For us main-
taining a timber deferral is important
to keep property taxes at a manage-
able level. Helping to keep the general
public aware of the resource we are
growing and why it’s important to rec-
ognize its value is key. As native Ore-

gonians we are proud to do our part
in “keeping Oregon green”.

How has the CCFFA helped you and
what is one good reason you might give
other folks as to why they, too, should

get involved? The CCFFA has kept us
involved and up to date with changing
practices and regulations related to
forestry. The people we’ve met and the
networking that takes place is invalu-
able. Having the ability to talk to
other members and share from experi-
ences adds another level of insight. ■
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Meet New CCFFA Board Member Ryan Poteet

CCFFA Community Forestry Day at Hopkins

CCFFA has been a key partner with Forests Forever for over 25 years
at Hopkins Demonstration Forest. WE NEED YOUR HELP to create,
support, and maintain forestry education opportunities at Hopkins. 

Possible Projects and Events for CCFFA Day at Hopkins include:
• Assessment of conditions and silvicultural options in 26 acres of 

70-80-year old Douglas-fir/cedar/maple stands that have been thinned
periodically. It’s time to visit these stands and see how they are doing and
consider thinning vs. selection or patch harvesting methods.

• Volunteer Host/Visitor Center Storage Shed Conversion 
• School Group Entrance Renovation
• Stair Construction at Hopkins Trailhead
• Wetland Interpretation Access Trail
• Sawmill Work for Foot-Bridge Maintenance Needs

LEARN BY DOING
IT’S THE HOPKINS WAY WE MANAGE OUR FOREST!

Location: 16750 S. Brockway Rd., Oregon City
Date & Time: October 13, 2018, 8:30am-2:30pm 

Registration is requested at 503-655-8631 or jean.bremer@oregon-
state.edu. A delicious hot lunch will be provided. For more information
contact Peter Matzka at peter.matzka@oregonstate.edu. ■



GLENN AHRENS, OSU Extension Forester

he Future of Extension
Clackamas Extension just cele-

brated 100 years of sharing research
and expertise of Oregon State Univer-
sity with Clackamas County residents.
To kick off the next 100 years, we are
excited to embark on an innovative
plan to build a new Extension Educa-
tion Center, not far from our current
location in Oregon City. This all-
wood, mass timber, Net Zero building
will be the first of its kind in Clacka-
mas County—showcasing cutting-
edge wood products technology and
exemplifying sustainability while serv-
ing our growing community for the
next 100 years.

Need for a new building
Over the last 30 years, the county’s

population has doubled and demand
for programs has risen. By 2050, it
will double again. An increase in
physical space and program capacity
is needed to serve thousands of new
clients. A lack of space has already
been limiting Extension’s ability to
add staff and programs to meet com-
munity needs. Also, Clackamas Coun-
ty is offering a prime site in its shrink-
ing inventory of space on the Red
Soils property, which may not be
available in the future. 

The plan is for a 22,000 square foot
facility on the SE corner of Beaver-

creek Road and Warner Milne Road
in Oregon City. Features include:

• Flexible meeting spaces for up to
216 people

• Outdoor demonstration gardens
and a teaching greenhouse.

• Garden Clinic staffed by OSU
Master Gardeners

• Teaching kitchen for adult and
youth cooking, nutrition and food
preservation classes.

• Mass timber construction technol-
ogy including cross laminated timber.

• Groundbreaking in March 2019
• Projected completion in January

2020 
• Fundraising completion by Janu-

ary 2020
• Fundraising goal of $3 million
• Total building cost $10 million.

Fundraising 
Private fundraising is happening

now. The goal is to raise $3 million in
private gifts to free Extension from
borrowing money. This will save
about $220,000 per year in mortgage
payments, allowing Extension to
direct annual public funding to pro-
grams rather than paying debt. For
more information about the fundrais-
ing campaign, contact Mike Bondi,
Clackamas County Extension Region-
al Administrator at michael.bondi@
oregonstate.edu

Riparian Forestry Project Inspires
New Direction

Many of you have gotten to know
Jen Gorski who has served as our
Tree School Coordinator and Forestry
Education Program Assistant since
2014. Jen is going to pursue a
Master’s in Forestry Degree (MF) at
Oregon State University starting in
September 2018. Inspired by her work
on riparian forestry projects here in
Clackamas, Jen has chosen to work
with Jon Souder, Extension Forest
Watershed Specialist as her major
advisor at OSU. We wish Jen well in
her new endeavors and look forward
to some interesting results building on
her riparian forestry work started here

CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org
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in Clackamas.
Extension has helped deliver a vari-

ety of workshops on riparian area
forestry and forest practices in recent
years, spurred by landowner interests
along with changes in Oregon’s Forest
Practice Rules for riparian areas near
certain kinds of streams. Current
effort is a Clackamas Innovative
Grant project (funded by Clackamas
County Extension District $) on
Riparian Forest Management on
Family Forests focused on the OSU
Ramsdell tract and Hopkins Demon-
stration Forest. Goals of this project
are:

• Demonstrate useful methods—
both new and old—for taking inven-
tory of riparian forest conditions.

• Assess the range of needs and
issues among woodland owners per-
taining to riparian forest management
options. 

• Based on common landowner
needs, develop a set of alternative
riparian area management options for
demonstration purposes at Hopkins
Demonstration Forest and OSU
Ramsdell tract. 

Ultimately, we hope to make it eas-
ier for forest owners and managers to

assess their riparian forest conditions
and their options for management
activities. It is great to see the project
on Riparian Forest Management on
Family Forests providing a stepping
stone to future studies (Jen’s MF)
with broader application to riparian
forestry in Clackamas County and
beyond. 

New Forestry Education Program
Coordinator

With Jen Gorski’s transition to
graduate school, we are recruiting
someone to refill her position for
Clackamas Extension. We interviewed
applicants for the position, now titled
“Forestry Education Program Coordi-
nator” and we are hoping to have the
new person in place by October 1.
This is just in time to get on board
with the planning process for Tree
School 2019 (March 23, 2019). Stay
tuned for more details in the next edi-
tion of FTL. ■

CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org
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Sam Chan, Jon Souder and Jen Gorski discuss the riparian area.

Looking for a place to make a difference?
Volunteer at Hopkins Demonstration Forest!

Retired? We are looking for volunteers to help us make Hopkins even greater!
— No Experience Necessary —

Contact: Phil Smith, Volunteer Coordinator
503-703-2522  •  philsmith2522@outlook.com

Hopkins is located just 10 miles south of Oregon City
16750 S. Brockway Rd., Oregon City, OR 97045

demonstrationforest.org



DICK CALDWELL, CCFFA Scholarship Chair

renna Beyer, sponsored by her
father Stan Beyer, is a graduate of

Silverton High School where she
maintained a 4.0 cumulative GPA
during all four years of high school.
While excelling in academics Brenna
was a teaching assistant in the special
education classroom, and also a mem-
ber of the National Honor Society,
Key Club, Red Cross Club, Dance
team captain (lettering 4 yrs.), Interact
Club, and Link Crew. Her volunteer
service has included the Silverton
Library, Silverton Ballet and Perform-
ing Arts, community aid food drive,
strawberry festival and St. Paul
Church. Brenna’s summers have been
filled with tree farm activities where at
a young age she started with planta-
tion maintenance, tubing seedlings,
and when old enough graduated to
Christmas tree work. Her father men-
tioned that “whether it has been cut-
ting brush, pruning, gathering fire-
wood, or playing and picnicking on
our woodland property, we have gen-
erated lasting memories and values
that will be with us all our lives.” This

fall, Brenna states that she
will be “studying Education
and Early Childhood Devel-
opment ....in order to obtain
a teaching license.”  

Kara Guttridge, spon-
sored by her grandmother
Wilma Guttridge, graduated
from Canby High School
with honors in 2017 and has
been attending Central Ore-
gon Community College this
past year. High school activ-
ities included National
Honor Society, Key Club, 4-
H, FFA and scholar athlete
in cross country running. Kara’s vol-
unteer service has involved the Ameri-
can Cancer Society, American Red
Cross blood drives, Kiwanis Club
thrift store and their food and toy dri-
ves, flood relief work in Colorado, and
food for the homeless through her
church. Recent summers have found
Kara working at the OSU North
Willamette Research Extension Center
in berry field pest control research.
Rebecca Sintek, former Sandy live-

stock 4-H leader, mentioned in her
recommendation letter that she “had
a chance to watch Kara from another
perspective. Kara has developed
exceptional public speaking skills and
took her FFA speech onto the state
level ...., placing 4th overall. This fall,
Kara plans to enroll at Oregon State
University, Cascades campus (Bend)
and continue her goal towards a bach-
elor’s degree in biological sciences.

Both Brenna and Kara will receive
a $1,000.00 college scholarship from
CCFFA as they enroll full time in col-
lege this coming fall term. The
CCFFA scholarship selection commit-
tee reviewed several applications again
this year and all were outstanding,
which made the awards process very
challenging. The committee encour-
ages the CCFFA membership to con-
tinue to fund the annual scholarship
program, which has just completed its
13th year and has now awarded
$21,000.00 to date.  ■
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CCFFA President Gary Bush with Brenna Beyer
and Kara Guttridge.
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15555 S. Hwy 211 Molalla, OR 97038

Buying logs / timber / timberland

Douglas-fir / Hemlock

Dylan Fritz, log buyer 360.477.6959

Office 503.829.9131 Fax 503.829.5481

Other Interfor sawmill locations in Gilchrist, OR,

Port Angeles, WA and Beaver, WA



JOHN FOSTER

t is a good time to have logs for
sale. Prices this year have been fair-

ly good to excellent. Both Douglas-fir
and hemlock prices are strong. West-
ern redcedar prices have slacked off a
little from the 2018 spring-summer
months but are still good when com-
pared to past years. I have tried to
research if the US Commerce Depart-
ment included redcedar in the soft-
wood tariffs from Canada imposed
last summer but have received no
solid answers. Most people I talked to
felt that the big increase in redcedar
prices last summer was just a result of
supply and demand. If it is a matter
of supply and demand then I would
assume these redcedar prices may
continue to be strong in future years.

The commodity prices traded for
Douglas-fir lumber futures are at or
near record levels. This indicates that
the Douglas-fir log prices should con-
tinue to be strong for at least awhile.
Red alder prices are strong. In fact,
several mills are having trouble get-
ting enough logs to mill in order to fill
orders. Some alder logs are being
barged up from Northern California
to help keep the mills operating. 

Export logs continue to be in
demand, as I observed the last week
in July while driving to Astoria. While
passing the docks at both the Ports of
Longview and Rainier, I noticed they
were filled with logs to be loaded for
export. Five full ships and two parcel
ships from the West Coast ports were
scheduled for China and a partial for
Korea. Tokyo, Japan is hosting the
2020 Olympics so they have a lot of
construction scheduled to prepare for
that event. Japan had six full ships
scheduled from West Coast ports at
the end of July.

Will China impose tariffs on
imported logs from the US? By the
time you have received this newsletter

we may know. There is also a weaken-
ing of the Chinese currency which
could affect prices for logs to China.
Last year over 50% of newsprint con-
sumed in the U.S. was imported from
Canada. The U.S. International Trade
Commission ruled August 29th that
imports of Canadian newsprint do not
threaten or materially harm the U.S.
newsprint industry. That decision
reverses newsprint tariffs put in place
by the Trump administration.

Both the economy and housing
markets are strong. Unemployment is
now below five percent nationally.
Local elected officials are trying to
promote more low-cost housing con-
struction for lower income citizens.
Within Oregon both land use regula-
tions contributing to high land prices
plus development fees that are contin-
uing to increase make low-cost hous-
ing goals hard to achieve.

I have read that in Northern
California the federal government
now considers a family of four with a
yearly income of less than $117,400 a
year as low income in the three coun-
ties at or around San Francisco. A
two bedroom “fair market rent”
averages $3,121 per month and the
median home price is above $1 mil-

lion according to a report by the Cal-
ifornia Association of Realtors.

In 2018 wildfires in the west are
burning at or near record levels. It
may be too early to predict how this
will affect log markets, but it is almost
a sure bet that property taxes on tim-
berland and timber harvest taxes will
increase to help pay for these fires.

Presently there is a push for
restaurants and fast food establish-
ments to shift from plastic straws to
paper straws. McDonalds has stated
that they plan to have 100% of pack-
aging from renewable, recycled, and
certified sources by 2025. Seattle has
already put a ban in effect on plastic
straws and Portland is considering
doing the same thing unless the cus-
tomer requests a plastic straw. How
this will work out I have no idea.
Maybe the city will need to hire
straw inspectors. ■

LOG PRICES $/MBF
Douglas-fir domestic  . . . . . . . . . .$800-850
Douglas-fir export  . . . . . . . . . . . . .920-1030
Hemlock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .635-660
White Wood domestic . . . . . . . . . .610-650
White Wood export  . . . . . . . . . . . .625-720
Western redcedar . . . . . . . . . . . . .900-1,375
Alder  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500-900

Pulp Wood Prices $/ton
Alder & Maple  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$28-35
Douglas-fir & Hemlock  . . . . . . . . . . . .36-42
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JEN GORSKI, OSU Extension Forestry/
Natural Resources

ela watched in disbelief as the
large black crow alit on Jared’s

shoulder. Jared offered it succulent
huckleberries from the forest and ripe
Roemer fescue seeds he grabbed from
his oak savanna. Jared knew that his
friend Cagney Crow would eat just
about anything. That included car-
rion, garbage, even partly digested
animal feces, as well as a more appe-
tizing palette of earthworms, insects,
small rodents, aquatic animals, eggs,
small birds, vegetables, fruit, and

grains. The crow’s favorite
treat was unsalted peanuts.
Cagney could detect his
special friend Jared, even
in a crowd of the human’s
family. 

Cagney is an American
Crow, Corvus brachyrhyn-
chos. His kind is very com-
mon throughout North America, and
in the lowlands and foothills of Ore-
gon’s western Cascades and Coast
range. They travel into forests along
roads, rivers and nearby open areas.
Jela wondered how to tell the differ-
ence between ravens and crows. She

admired Cagney’s coal black
plumage and noticed his tail feathers
were all the same length and formed
a fan. Raven tail feathers are longer
in the center, forming a wedge-shape.

Cagney flew back to the noisy
flock, joining his mate for life, Con-
nie. It was May and the two flew off
to construct a nest. They were soon
joined by several other crows who
helped (Jared thought he recognized
them as Cagney’s offspring from pre-
vious years). Jela focused her binocu-
lars high in a Douglas-fir, a sturdy
spot in the crotch of the trunk and a
horizontal branch. She could see the
nest’s outer layer of medium sized
twigs (about a foot wide), lined with
a filling of mud and grass. The inner-
most layer sure looked soft with
strips of cedar and mammal fur.
Over the next week, Jela viewed new
eggs slowly arriving until there was a
total of 6.

Over the next 21⁄2 weeks, Jela
watched Cagney bring Connie a diet
of anything and everything, occa-
sionally dipped in water before drop-
ping it off. Ah...so that was how
Connie remained hydrated during
egg incubation. How smart of
Cagney! 

Birds hatched and both Cagney
and Connie brought back food while
the young remained in nests for
about 11⁄2 months. Most fledglings
left the nest before they could fly. Jela
noticed they did a two-step hop while
searching for food, surrounded by
their parents and family “helpers”
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Avian Adventures in the Forest

FORESTLAND FOR SALE in OREGON &  WASHINGTON

Mark.Willhite@juno.com

503-695-6419

Solutions from a practical forestry and financial standpoint

We market forest properties in
western Oregon and Washington

✓ Free consultation

✓ Professional Forester

✓ See the “Forestland for 
Sale” tab on our website!

✓ Property visit

✓ Licensed Broker,
OR & WA

✓ 40 years experience

DRAWING COURTESY OF JENIFER REES
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who kept an eye out for predators.
Jared had seen the new offspring stay
with their parents for 1-2 years while
learning nuances in “bird talk”, how
to look for food, and how to act
around family. They spent fall and
winter roosting together for warmth,
protection from predators, and access
to a good food source like an open
field with grain. While she was busy
watching these fascinating creatures,
the shiny key to Jela’s cabin slipped
unseen out of her pocket onto the
forest floor. She later returned to the
same spot to search for it but never
found her key.

Several weeks later, Jela noticed
large black birds as big as red tailed
hawks somersaulting and doing aero-
nautical acrobatics. Could these be
crows? They looked so much larger
than what Jela was used to seeing.
Their tails were wedge-shaped, beaks
had large Roman-hooked bills and
they made deeper croaks than Jela
had heard from the crows. Sure
enough, these birds were ravens.

Ravens have pronounced feathery
beards and are at least 25% larger
than crows. Corvus corax, the com-
mon raven, are often seen in pairs,
but will live and eat with other
“teenagers” for a couple of years
until they find their mates. They hold
many other characteristics in com-
mon with crows but normally they
breed in February. Wild ravens have
a life span of 10-15 years and are the
most intelligent of birds. Juveniles are
especially curious and playful.

Jela kept her gaze fixed on the
ravens but she remained hidden and
saw them land nearby. She noticed
them hopping about and pecking
away at small mounds. She caught a
glint of a reflection. What was it?
After they flew to nearby trees, Jela
investigated. Lo and behold, she
found her cabin key! It is the raven
that will hide glittery objects.
Although domesticated crows may
do the same, wild crows do not. They
like to hide food though. Uh-oh,

while she was rejoicing over her rare
find, she heard whooshing above her
and the two ravens were swooping
near her.

She hurried back to her cabin and
didn’t emerge until the next day. She
was walking through the forest to
meet Jared to coordinate some thin-
ning activities. She noticed Cagney on
his shoulder. Again she heard the
whooshing sound and she instinctively
avoided the swooping ravens. What
long memories! It appeared to be the
same two ravens from the day before.
Jared told Jela they can remember
friends and enemies for up to 3 years.
Jela planned to change the future
dynamics by carrying around a pock-
et-full of unsalted peanuts for treats.
Nevermore to be swooped upon!

To see a video about crow behavior:
https://youtu.be/WMw6PG4caDU.

To see a video about telling the
difference between crows and ravens:
https://youtu.be/k9-wTnqIidY.  ■

Raven. Crow.

Clackamas County Parks and Forest is pleased to support the
Clackamas County Farm Forestry Association. As a forest land
steward, we are proud that our sustainable forest management
program helps to ensure that our timberlands are grown and
harvested in a manner that is environmentally sensitive, provides
community benefit and is economically viable. The revenue
generated from the sale of timber on County-owned forest lands
directly supports the County Parks program.

The County Forest Program is currently looking for timberland of
any age to enhance its portfolio and long term management
strategy. Please contact the Clackamas County Forester if you
have or know someone interested in selling or donating their
timberlands to
Clackamas County
Parks and Forest
program.

For more info contact
Andrew Dobmeier,
County Forester,
adobmeier@clackamas.us
phone 503-742-4425.



WILLIAM LENON

n Saturday July 14th of this
year, a dozen or so of us took

the “Healthy Streams and Forests”
walking tour. The tour was spon-
sored in part by the Clackamas
River Basin council and was the
first of three summer programs
hosted by Suzi Cloutier, CRBC’s
Outreach and Stewardship Coordi-
nator director. (The next programs
are August 11, “Living with
Wildlife”, followed by “What’s In
My Stream” on September 22) On
this tour, we visited a portion of
Shade Our Streams participants,
Dave and Mary Ann’s Bugni’s,
woodlot in the George area east of
Estacada. Dave Bugni, landowner
and engineer, in about
80 minutes, gave a very comprehen-
sive small woodlot management
overview based on how he, and his
wife and sons, manage their family
woodlots. It was, in many respects,
an extremely well done capsule les-
son in forest management.

After the overview, and focusing
on many aspects of what the Bugnis
have accomplished on their land,
the walking tour provided an
impressive demonstration of their
family forest management style. The
Bugnis’ plan included not only har-
vesting timber, but more important-
ly, helping return their forest to a
more natural state beneficial to all
wildlife, especially to fish, inverte-
brates, amphibians. 

Because part of their land includ-
ed a stream and wetland at the bot-
tom of a small valley the harvesting
method the Bugnis decided to
employ was the use of skyline or
highlead yarding. This technique
prevented possible extensive soil and
vegetation damage from yarding
with large machinery and helped
preserve the natural ecology of the

stream and wetlands. Fortunately,
the lay of their land made this, if not
easy, at least not overly difficult.
Dave pointed out that while more
expensive, if circumstances allowed a
land owner to harvest this way, it
was definitely better for forest and
stream health. The Bugnis certainly
felt this was a worthwhile endeavor,
and seeing the result I think all
would agree.

But preserving the stream and
wetland was not the whole extent of
this process. The stream, classified
as SSBT (Salmon, Steelhead, and
Bull Trout) had over the years been
gravel starved and scoured down to
bedrock. Basically, there were no
spawning redds (gravel nests), or
areas that were conducive to truly
viable fish spawning habitat. Parts
of the streamside were also bare of
the larger vegetation necessary for
cool water and shade for young fin-
gerling salmonids. And since there
were no large streambed obstruc-
tions, in winter the stream ran fast,
scouring the bed and destroying
whatever fish habitat was available.

Seeing an opportunity to greatly
improve what should obviously be a
vibrant and productive stream for
fish, as well as invertebrates and
amphibians, the Bugnis decided to
make the stream and wetlands a
focus of restoration. 

In an impressive feat of what can
only be described as geo-engineer-
ing, they trucked in and then, using
small loaders, hauled rounded grav-
el and large rock of various sizes to
the stream. There, and mostly by
hand, they placed the larger boul-
ders strategically to slow down the
stream and, again by hand, spread
gravel to help build spawning beds
for salmonids. Clackamas River
Basin Council, as part of the Shade
Our Streams program, helped by
planting quick growing trees and
shrubs to begin shading parts of the
stream that were open to the sun.
Finally, large logs were laid over
smaller logs in the stream bed to
provide smolts and growing fish
with areas for resting and hiding.
The large logs were not held in place
by cabling, but were anchored

CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org
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Healthy Streams and Forests walking tour.                        PHOTO COURTESY OF BILL LENON
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strategically between larger standing
trees to keep them in place during
peak stream flow. Dave made an
interesting observation about how
and why he placed his trees as he
did; if you have to cable them they
are probably in the wrong place!
Seeing how he did it made me real-
ize how much more natural and
effective his method was than some
placements I have seen.

In addition an area of the stream
had, by the previous owner, been
diverted to create a small pond that
served no real purpose but perhaps
to just provide an area to visually
enjoy. The Bugnis created openings
at the top and bottom of the pond
to create a slow water channel to be
used by fish as a refuge when winter
rains cause heavy stream flow in the
main channel. Dave, a retired civil
engineer, also designed and built a
handsome bridge at this same point,
where all of us stood to see for our-
selves the extent of what had been
done. When someone asked if the
bridge was strong enough to hold all
of us, Dave reassured us it was very
safe. In fact, it was designed to safe-
ly hold people shoulder to shoulder
in a double row completely filling
the bridge. As a small woodland
owner with a type N (No fish)
stream I was yet once again
impressed. Standing there I found
myself mulling over designs to span
my own creek that Dave had dis-
cussed in his course on bridge build-
ing at Tree School. The bridge was a
beautiful and appropriate example
of engineering design fitting well
with the environment.

Walking on trails that his son had
created for us we saw many exam-
ples of the various other techniques
the Bugnis use to manage their tim-
ber and forest lands. One of the
methods of dealing with slash was
spreading piles out to allow them to
become habitat for critters while
decomposing over time. Part of

Dave’s point in doing this was to
eliminate smoke and help, in an
admittedly small way, mitigate glob-
al warming using the forest to
sequester carbon. Also, since some
of these critters that live in slash
piles, such as boomers, can cause
significant damage to newly planted
trees, Dave uses solid, blue, plastic
tubes to prevent girdling and the
boomers from climbing and eating
the tree from top to bottom, as they
often can do. Mesh is then placed
on top to prevent browsing by deer. 

Interestingly, one of the things I
learned (among all the other things)
was something I would never have
thought about until it was too late;
the apical stem leads of seedlings
can get caught in the mesh used to
prevent deer damage. This in turn
causes deformed growth of the lead
and a probable loss of that year’s
growth. It pays, as Dave does, to
walk through your plantings as new
growth starts and check to see your
leads are not caught in the mesh
and deformed. Time, and growth, is
after all, money when harvesting.

The Bugnis have also spent con-
siderable effort to limb their larger
trees up about 18 feet to prevent fire
“laddering” up the trees. With glob-

al warming a reality, woodland own-
ers all need to take such measures to
lessen and hopefully prevent cata-
strophic wildfires. Our forests are
not only investments, but critical
habitat. And fire is the small wood-
lot owner’s main enemy.

We also saw examples of thinning
and inter-planting of deciduous
trees among stands of firs and
cedars to increase the diversity of
the forest as a whole. A number of
trees in varying sizes were also hand
girdled with an axe and then peeled
to provide snags as habitat for birds
and other wildlife. Indeed, much of
the Bugnis’ forest management phi-
losophy is providing and maintain-
ing viable, healthy forest and stream
habitat for wildlife, as well as har-
vesting trees for profit.

I learned a great deal that day
that could make for a much longer
and more detailed article. And, of
all the forestry models I have visit-
ed, theirs is perhaps the best exam-
ple of integrated management I
have so far seen. Dave’s talk and
walking tour was a true eye-opener.
If you get the chance to ever visit
the Bugnis’ forest, do so. It will be
well worth your time! ■

Dave Bugni discussing forest management options.              PHOTO COURTESY OF BILL LENON
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2018-19 CCFFA Seedling Sale
Seedling Reservation Request Form

ORDER
CODE

A

B

SPECIES/SEED SOURCE

Douglas-fir

Western redcedar

Mail this form with your payment to:
CCFFA Seedling Committee

P.O. Box 783
Molalla, OR 97038

Make all checks & money orders payable to “CCFFA”
Please make a photocopy of this form for

your records and future reference.

STOCK TYPE

S15

S15

MIN.
ORDER

130

130

PRICE
Per Bag

$84.50

$91.00

$

$

MINIMUM 30% DEPOSIT ENCLOSED

QUANTITY
REQUESTED YOUR COST

TOTAL AMOUNT OF ORDER

$

BALANCE DUE

NAME

E-MAIL ADDRESS EVENING PHONE

ADDRESS                                                                                                       CITY/STATE/ZIP

The Clackamas County Farm Forestry Association is offering tree seedlings for sale this year.

The available stock is listed below. Orders will be filled on a first come, first served basis.

If you have any questions, please contact: Stan Beyer, Phone: 503-519-5289, or email: skbeyer@molalla.net

ORDERING INFORMATION:
1. Please make your order number in multiples of the minimum order number (130).

2. Enclose a minimum 30% deposit with your order to reserve your seedlings (for orders less than 1,040 seedlings or 8 bags, 
please include total purchase price).

3. No refunds for cancellations after January 1, 2019.

4. Confirmation and balance due notices will be mailed by December 31, 2018. All payments are due by January 15, 2019 to CCFFA.

5. All seedlings will be distributed at Saplings Nursery in Sherwood, OR, in February and March 2019.

2018-19 INVENTORY AVAILABILITY
The following seedlings are for sale and will be available for pick up in February & March 2019.  Please review the details and observe
minimum and multiple order quantities.

Order Code Species/Seed Source Stock Type Inventory Available Price Each Minimum Order Order Multiple
A Douglas-fir S15 20,000 $.65 130 130

Saplings LLC

B Western redcedar S15 5,000 $.70 130 130
Saplings LLC

Description of seedlings
A and B Plug block “S15” grown in the nursery in styrofoam plug containers with 15 cubic inches of space (2” opening,

4.7” deep)

Don’t MissOut—OrderToday!
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LISA KILDERS

all is a great time to spend in the
woods. The morning air has a

cool crispness and the afternoon sun
provides appreciated warmth.  Yes,
the dog days of summer are over!

While the temperatures are mod-
erating and becoming more pleas-
ant, the threat of spreading invasive
weed seed is on the rise! Hikers,
hunters, and yes, even those working
in the forest, are all potential spread-
ers of seeds on clothing, tools, and
vehicles. The mature seeds of many
invasive plants are ready and waiting
to attach themselves on to unsus-
pecting passers-by and travel, some-
times many miles, to infest another
area with trouble-making plants.  

You may wonder why these plants
are considered trouble-makers. Well,
invasive weeds negatively impact
woodlands as well as streamside
areas. They out-compete the native
plants and often destroy wildlife
habitat. Some invasive plants are
damaging to productive woodlands
by reducing the vigor of emerging
seedlings. Other invasive plants are
harmful to people and animals
through poisonous berries, thorns,
or toxins that cause skin burns and
other irritations. If left unmanaged,
infestations of invasive weeds cause
economic damage in the hundreds of
billions of dollars in the U.S. through
losses in agriculture, fisheries, timber,
utilities, land productivity, tourism,
and recreation. 

In Oregon alone, a study conduct-
ed by Oregon Department of Agri-
culture found an estimated annual
loss of almost $83.5 million in per-
sonal income to the state’s economy
from just 25 selected invasive weed
species. These costs are estimated to
balloon to $1.8 billion if invasive
weeds are left untreated. We all pay
the bill for the invasion of weeds

species through increased food costs,
higher taxes, and decreased property
values.

The question remains, what can I
do to protect my land and my neigh-
bor’s from invasive weeds?

1. Learn to identify invasive weeds
that may be found on your property.
The Clackamas Soil and Water Con-
servation District has a strong
WeedWise program that provides
landowners with assistance in identi-
fication and strategies to control
invasive weeds.  

2. Watch for hitchhiking seeds and
plants! While scouting your property,
enjoying a hike in the woods, or
working in the forest, be aware of
pieces of plants or seeds that become
attached to clothing, equipment, and
vehicles that will be moving around
the property or, worse yet, traveling
to other properties!  

There are many ways to reduce
the spread of seed including washing
or brushing soil from vehicles. Pay
close attention to the undercarriage
and tires that may have crevices har-
boring hitchhiking seeds. Also,
check your equipment for seeds and
plant pieces.

Wear clothing made of fabric that
makes it difficult for seeds to attach.
Consider wearing gators over socks
and boot laces, avoid pants with
cuffs, and check the extra bits of Vel-
cro that may be attached to open-
ings on jackets and other types of
clothing.  Boot brushes are handy
for cleaning mud and debris from
soles and laces.

Don’t forget to check your pets.
Dogs love to run through the forest,
but almost always come back with
bits of plants or seeds that may
cause a problem. Carry a grooming
brush, shedding blade, or small scis-
sors to remove unwanted invaders.
Horses also need to be checked.  Pay

special attention to horse’s hooves
that may harbor weed seed caught
in mud. 

3. Communicate infestations with
your neighbors. Patches of invasive
weeds may easily spread by wind,
birds, or other wildlife that do not
recognize property lines. Sometimes
a “heads-up” regarding an infesta-
tion on your property helps neigh-
bors find and control patches of
similar invasive plants. Early detec-
tion and rapid control of invasive
weeds is key to good management.
Building a network of people who
are watching out for invasive weeds
lightens the load when it comes to
weed control.

4. Educate visitors to your wood-
land. Throughout the year, landown-
ers may give permission for hikers to
access their forest land.  This time of
year, hunters may be the approved
guests. Share your knowledge of
ways to reduce the spread of invasive
weeds with these visitors. The more
people know, the easier it is to keep
invasive weeds under control.   

Contact Clackamas Soil and
Water Conservation District Weed-
Wise program staff to learn more
about invasive weed identification
and control at 503-210-6000 or by
email at weeds@conservationdis-
trict.org. ■

Beware of Invasive Weed Hitchhikers!

F



Clackamas County Farm Forestry Assoc., Inc.
P.O. Box 783
Molalla, OR 97038

CCFFA FALL 2018 CALENDAR
Sat., Sept. 8, 2018 • 8:30am - 2:30pm
Community Forestry Day—learn by
doing! Hopkins Demonstration Forest

Wed., Sept. 12 • 7-9pm
CCFFA Board Meeting
Hopkins Demonstration Forest

Thu., Sept. 13 - Sat., Sept. 15 • All day
2018 Pacific Logging Conference
In-Woods Live Demo
Corvallis

Sat., Sept. 22 • 9:00am 
Mt Angel Abbey forest tour
St. Benedict

Tue., Sept. 25 - Fri., Sept. 28 • All day
Who Will Own the Forest? 
World Forestry Center

Tue., Sept. 25 • 4-6pm
Forest thinning tour
Matteson Demonstration Forest, Gaston

Tue., Sept. 25 • All day
The 8th Forest Products Forum
World Forestry Center

Thu., Sept. 27 • All day
2018 PNW Reforestation Council
Annual Meeting
The Heathman Lodge

Fri., Sept. 28 - Sun., Sept. 30 • All day
2018 Environmental Education
Conference Exploring Our Connections
through Environmental Education
The Grove Camp & Retreat Center Canby,
Oregon (just east of I-5, north of Salem)

Fri., Oct. 12- Sat, Oct. 13 • All day
Master Woodland Manager
Mini-College
Hopkins Demonstration Forest

Fri., Oct. 12 - Sat., Oct. 13 • All day
American Loggers Council
24th Annual Meeting
415 First Avenue, Seaside

Sat., Oct. 13 • 8:30am - 2:30pm
Community Forestry Day—CCFFA
pitches in!
Hopkins Demonstration Forest

Thu., Oct. 18 • 6-9pm
2018 Clackamas County WFOY
Recognition Event
Hopkins Demonstration Forest

Wed., Oct. 24 • 9-12am
Producing and Marketing
Christmas Boughs Workshop
Beavercreek

Fri., Nov. 5, 8:30pm and
Sat. Nov. 3, 9am - 5:30pm
Selling Logs From Your
Property Symposium
Hopkins Demonstration Forest

Sat., Nov. 10 • 8:30am - 2:30pm
Community Forestry Day—learn by
doing!
Hopkins Demonstration Forest

Wed., Nov. 14 • 7-9pm
CCFFA Board Meeting
Hopkins Demonstration Forest

Sat., Dec. 8 • 8:30am - 2:30pm
Community Forestry Day—learn by
doing!
Hopkins Demonstration Forest

Wed., Jan. 9, 2019 • 7-9pm
CCFFA Board Meeting
Hopkins Demonstration Forest

Sat., Jan. 12 • 8:30am - 2:30pm
Community Forestry Day—
Learn by doing!
Hopkins Demonstration Forest

Thu., Jan. 24 • All day
Mapping the Course: Timberlands,
Forest Products Processing and Fiber
Issues for 2019
Vancouver

For more information on these events, contact Jean Bremer at the OSU Extension Service office in Oregon City,

phone 503-655-8631 or email Jean.Bremer@oregonstate.edu


