
GARY BUSH

s I am writing
this, the

Christmas tree har-
vest is in full swing.
The prices of trees
are up this year and
supply is down for some species. A lot
of older plantations with big trees are
being high stumped and being sold as
smaller trees.

Seedling supplies are light for
replanting but it was a good cone
year, so in a couple of years, seedling
supply should be better.

There are new proposed state rules
affecting logging near streams. Those
of you who are planning to do some
logging next year: if a stream runs
through your property, you should
plan on going to a public meeting to
find out how it will impact your oper-
ation and management decisions in
the future. I went to the first meeting
and got 16 pages of definitions and
text showing the rule revisions. After
testimony was given, they had a ques-
tion and answer period and the
foresters that were there answered my
questions and my concerns on how to
implement the rules that will impact
my property. If your property has a
salmon, steelhead, bull trout (SSBT)
stream running through or alongside
your property line, you should try to
attend one of these meetings. After
public comment, the department
anticipates recommending the final

proposed rules to the board of
Forestry in April of 2017. Public com-
ment will be taken in writing from
now thru March 1st, 2017.

Comments may be submitted via:
Email: RiparianRule@oregon.gov;
U.S. mail: Oregon Dept. of Forestry,
2600 State St., Salem, OR 97310,
Attn: Stream Rules

These are the dates and times
where the public meetings will be
held:

Nov. 1, 2016 4-7pm Oregon Garden,
NREC Room, Silverton

Nov. 3, 2016 4-7pm Keizer Civic
Community Center, Keizer

Nov. 9, 2016 4-7 pm Douglas County
Fairgrounds, Roseburg

Nov. 10, 2016 4-7pm Coos History
Center, Coos Bay

Nov.15, 2016 4-7pm Florence Event
Center, Florence

Nov. 16, 2016 4-7pm Clatsop Com-
munity College, Astoria

Dec. 6, 2016 4-7pm Willamalane Cen-
ter, Springfield

Dec. 7, 2016 4:30-7:30 Forest Grove
Comm. Auditorium, Forest Grove

Dec. 8, 2016 noon-3pm Civic Center
Room, Dallas City Hall, Dallas

Dec. 8, 2016 4-7pm Department of
Forestry, Tillamook Room, Salem

Dec 15, 2016 4-7pm Ecotrust, Billy
Frank Conference Room, Portland

More information on riparian
rulemaking, including draft rule
language, can be found on the
Oregon Department of Forestry’s
public website: http//www.oregon.
gov/ODF/Board/Pages/BOFDetail
Sep2016.aspx. Scroll down to 2.
Action and information and look
for riparian rules. ■
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JIM SCHREIBER

was in the Eagle Fern Road area
to visit with new CCFFA members

Gary and Sandy Oslund. It was
cloudy day with rain in the forecast
and I hoped that it would hold off
until after the visit. Approaching the
property, I was taken with the vista of
open grass land, interspersed with
some of the stateliest White Oak trees
that I have seen in this part of the
Oregon. This view stays with you all
the way down to the house; enough so
that I almost missed the densely pop-
ulated Douglas fir tree stand along
the right side of the driveway. My
thoughts were, boy does that stand
need some pre-commercial thinning.

As we stood in the front yard,
Gary gave me an overview of the
20-acre Oslund holdings. They pur-

chased the property some 35 years
ago and took up residence in their
new home some 13 years later; the
purchase process is a story all by
itself. The most important part of that
story is how they managed to save
most of the White Oak trees from the
chainsaws. 

The front 8 acres of grassland
(Gary says it’s not yet a savannah) is a
work in progress. The area is also
home to a large population of Camas
Lily flowers; following the Camas

blooming season, which starts around
Mother’s Day, the site transitions into
a field of White Daisies. The Oslunds
have been hand harvesting seeds from
the Camas Lily for propagation and
for commercial sale. Once the bloom-
ing season is over, the grassland is
then harvested by a neighbor for a
very late hay crop. The property also
can be called a White Oak woodland,
due to the additional oak trees inter-
spersed throughout the remaining
woodlands. 

The remaining 12 acres includes
the stand of 25-year-old Doug fir,
which I saw along the driveway, a
patch of 30-year-old second-growth
Doug fir, some Mother Nature reprod
Oregon Ash, Cottonwood and a small
amount of Western Redcedar. Gary
pointed out that the WRC is showing
signs of stress due to several dry sea-
sons.

While they understand that the
Doug fir stand needs a lot of pre-
commercial thinning, you can only
use so much firewood. Their current
focus is on clearing the property line
along the eastern boundary and deal-
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CCFFA New Member Spotlight: The Oslund Family

I

Sandy and Gary Oslund

15555 S. Hwy 211 Molalla, OR 97038
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Dylan Fritz, log buyer 360.477.6959
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Other Interfor sawmill locations in Gilchrist, OR,

Port Angeles, WA and Beaver, WA



ing with a couple of lowland  areas
that serve as collection points for sur-
face water drainage from slopes; one
of which is in the White Oak grass-
land and the second is in the area of
the second-growth Doug fir stand. It
looks as though they have solved the
surface water catchbasin problem in
the grassland with some fill and slope
work. They have begun reclaiming
this area. 

The second area is proving to be
more of a challenge. The planting of
fir seedlings proved less than success-
ful, and attempts to establish a stand
of valley pine and/or WRC achieved
about the same results; in addition, it
created a luncheonette for the elk that
move through the area. The time
spent trying to establish conifer stands
left the area open for Mother Nature
to begin establishment of Oregon Ash
and Cottonwoods; while the Ash and

Cottonwood have some limited mar-
ket value, neither fit with Gary’s plan
for the area.

We discussed some options for
improving the drainage issue and
some possible ways for dealing with
the browse problems. Gary, a long-
time attendee of Tree School, is trying
to gain some knowledge that will help
him manage their woodlands and
work his way to resolving the browse
and surface water issues; I suggested
some contacts that may be of assis-
tance to them.

Like most of us, Gary didn’t retire,
he just changed bosses. Prior to
becoming his own boss, Gary was a
mechanic and welder who was
involved with maintenance of locomo-
tives and equipment on some of the
short-line railroads here in Oregon;
one mentioned is the Tillamook rail
line. He now has his own welding and

blacksmith shop on the property and
on the day of my visit, he was welding
up steam super heaters for some rail-
road restoration projects.

In his free time, he volunteers for
the Oregon Rail Heritage Foundation.
He says it’s in his blood. The rest of
his free time is spent thinking of how
to improve something; like a mechani-
cal Camas Lily seed harvester.

Sandy is retired from the airline
industry and from her latest employ-
ment in administration at Portland
Adventist Hospital. For relaxation,
she is enjoying her young grand-
daughters, doing home improvement
projects, and hiking with the Friends
of The Columbia Gorge.

I wish that we were printing the
Forest Tree Leader in color some-
times, as this is one of those times.
The pictures of their White Oak
Grassland covered with lavender/blue
Camas Lilies and White Daisies are
just beautiful; especially with the Elk
standing in the middle of the mead-
ows.

They were great people to visit
with, and if you have the opportunity
to meet them, say hello and welcome
to CCFFA. ■
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Gary Oslund standing by one of his large White Oaks.

Welcome New
CCFFA Members

Joyce McClure
Upper Highland Rd. area of

Beavercreek

Edward Valsbort
Wilsonville area

Gary & Sandy Oslund
Eagle Fern Rd. area



ROB GUTTRIDGE

hen we certified our tree farm
with ATFS last year, we received

a handsome metal sign to display on
the property. The sign’s design
includes four words in a diamond pat-
tern, naming four benefits of a well-
managed woodland: Wood, Water,
Recreation, Wildlife. 

We publish the Forest-Tree Leader
four times per year, and it seems fit-
ting to reflect on one woodland bene-
fit each quarter. For this Winter issue,
our topic is Water. A healthy forest

covers the soil like a thick towel cov-
ers a sponge: quickly absorbing rain-
water, and slowly releasing it. 

When rain falls on a hard surface
such as pavement, it either runs off or

evaporates, and is not absorbed into
the underlying soil. When rain falls in
a forest, it hits leaves and branches
and more leaves before it ever reaches
the surface, which is typically soft,
uncompacted soil, further covered by
fallen leaves and branches and under-
growth. 

Water running off a road or park-
ing lot carries away with it whatever
pollutants were on that paved surface,
dumping them quickly into ditches
and streams. Water soaking into the
soil of a forest first nourishes the for-
est, and then adds to the aquifer
beneath it, or adds to little hillside
seeps and springs and rivulets that
will become clear forest streams. 

It happens that I live in a town
downstream from my woodland. My
tap water is drawn from a river, which
is fed by a stream that grows (from
seeps and springs and rivulets) as it
runs through my woods. When my
neighbors and I still have water com-
ing out of our faucets at the end of
summer, I know some of that water is
rainwater that fell on my woodland
during the past year.

The purity of the water I drink is at
least partly due to the fact that it
comes from rain falling on a forest—
and I’m responsible for the health of a
part of that forest. The fact that the
river supplying my tap water is still
flowing as Fall begins, even though
the last snow melted months ago and
little if any rain fell during the sum-
mer, is also due to the health of the
many forests upstream. 

There are of course many other
benefits to the pure water my wood-
land provides, but none are as imme-
diately connected to me as the fact
that I drink it, wash with it, irrigate
with it, flush with it. Some of that
water’s other benefits (to Wood, to
Wildlife, to Recreation) will be men-
tioned in future issues—everything is
connected, after all, and many of the
connections are through water. ■

PAGE 4  •  FOREST-TREE LEADER  •  WINTER 2017

CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org

W

Tree Farm Overstory: Water

FORESTLAND FOR SALE in OREGON &  WASHINGTON

Mark.Willhite@juno.com

503-695-6419

Solutions from a practical forestry and financial standpoint

We market forest properties in
western Oregon and Washington

✓ Free consultation

✓ Professional Forester

✓ See the “Forestland for 
Sale” tab on our website!

✓ Property visit

✓ Licensed Broker,
OR & WA

✓ 40 years experience



JIM JAMES, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR–OSWA

eginning November 1st, the Ore-
gon Department of Forestry

(ODF) will be holding public hearings
across Western Oregon at locations
where the new Riparian Rules will be
implemented. This will be a great
opportunity to learn about the new
rules. ODF will explain the proposed
new rule language and be available to
answer any questions about the new
rules. There will then be a public hear-
ing to receive feedback for the public
on the new rules. OSWA encourages
members to attend. There are a few
items about the rules that OSWA can
still influence. Talking points will be
available to members related to the
lack of fish science used to develop
the new rules, the complexity of some
of the new rule language, and the level
of impact needed for a landowner to
be allowed to use a relief rule pre-
scription. Members are encouraged to
tell their own story about how the
new rule will impact them. Any mem-
ber can contact Jim James at jimjame-
soswa@yahoo.com for assistance in
preparing testimony as needed. It is
important for OSWA to have a pres-
ence at these public hearings. 

Written testimony can also be pro-
vided to ODF. Written testimony can
be sent to Oregon Department of
Forestry by mailing comments to:
Oregon Department of Forestry, 2600
State Street NE, Salem, OR 97301,
Attention “Stream Rules”. One can
also provide written testimony online
using RiparianRule@oregon.gov.
Written testimony will be accepted
through March 1, 2017. All the testi-
mony will be summarized and pre-
sented to the Board of Forestry in
April 2017 when they are expected to
finally approve the new rule language.
Implementation is predicted to be in
July 2017. OSWA still has the oppor-
tunity to influence some details. 

Members Are Encouraged to Testify
(See Schedule on front cover)

More information on riparian rule-
making can be found on the Oregon
Department of Forestry’s public web-
site www.oregon.gov/ODF at Stream-
side (Riparian) Buffer Rules. ■
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Riparian Rule Public Hearings

Since our founding in 1953,
Woodland Management
has served Northwest forest
landowners.  Discover the
benefits of a lifetime of
experience.  Call Jim Wick
at Woodland.

503-654-2221 Phone
503-654-2224 Fax

jim@woodlandmgmt.com
P.O. Box 26
Lake
Oswego,
OR 97034

WWWWeeee   oooo ffff ffff eeee rrrr   NNNN oooo rrrr tttt hhhh wwww eeee ssss tttt
LLLL aaaa nnnn dddd oooo wwww nnnn eeee rrrr ssss   aaaa   llll iiii ffff eeee tttt iiii mmmm eeee

oooo ffff   eeee xxxx pppp eeee rrrr iiii eeee nnnn cccc eeee

Purchasing alder, maple and ash saw logs,
pulp logs, and timber.  Also hemlock saw

logs and timber.

Centralia, WA (360) 736-2811

Longview, WA (360) 577-6678

Mount Vernon, WA (360) 428-8583

Eugene, OR (541) 689-2581

Coos Bay, OR (541) 267-0419

Garibaldi, OR (503) 322-3367
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RYAN POTEET, CCFFA MEMBER

s winter approaches and the
blackberries are going dormant,

it’s time to don the backpack sprayers
and attack our most intrusive, invasive
species: the Himalayan Blackberry. It
has been a challenge to “maintain” our
blackberry population. I say “main-
tain” because it sometimes feels like
that is all we do is maintain the current
level of blackberries and weeds. My
wife Maria and I have both carried
backpack sprayers around our proper-
ty, until our shoulders are good and
sore, only to see them continue to
spread at a rate that is disheartening.

We purchased our 30-acre property
nearly three years ago and have been
playing catch-up ever since. We have

tried to focus our spraying and cutting
efforts on a ten acre clear-cut area. This
acreage has been re-planted with 4,000
Doug fir seedlings a year ago, and in
2016 we replaced and filled in with
another 250 seedlings. Our main goal is
to get these seedlings free to grow as
quickly and as efficiently as possible.

When we walk the newly planted
ground, it’s very easy to get over-
whelmed with how much competition
our little trees-to-be have to deal with.
We grow blackberries, some Scotch
Broom, thistles and many other weeds
all too well. Trying to spray, and keep
on top of them, after work, on week-
ends and around rain showers, has
proven to be a challenge. This year, we
decided to bring in the professionals
to help us battle our various invasive

species.
The OSU Extension Forestry ser-

vice has been an invaluable resource
for us as new woodland owners. Dur-
ing our attendance at OSU Extension
Tree School and classes at Hopkins
Demonstration Forest, we’ve had the
opportunity to come in contact with
many different folks from the forestry
industry, who could provide the type
of services we required. After careful
consideration, we decided to work
with Nick’s Timber Services. Nick has
a good reputation and his “can do”
attitude is refreshing to see in a guy
nearly our age.

I contacted Nick and arranged a
time for him to stop by and see what
we were up against. When he arrived
and toured the property, he quickly put
our minds at ease and he told me that
our timing was just right for treating
our newly planted 10 acres, and would-
n’t be a problem for his crew. He laid
out a plan for treatment that involved
a backpack crew for the blackberries
and weeds and machetes for the “Hack
& Squirt” attack on the Big-leaf Maple
clumps. As we talked about our overall
plans for our 30 acres, he proved to be
knowledgeable and willing to offer
advice on many topics; logging, thin-
ning, seedling resources and planting.
He informed us that he has a crew in
our general area quite often and would
be able to get us on the schedule within
a couple of weeks. With spraying being
heavily dependent on the weather, our
scheduled spray dates changed a few
times, but he kept us aware of changes
in a timely manner.

On the day of our scheduled spray-
ing, I woke up to a light rain shower.
It was supposed to be in the low 70’s
and sunny; so much for the weather
guessers. At 6:30 a.m., my cell phone
rings and Nick confirms that he and
his crew are en-route and nearly at
our place. When they arrive, we watch

A

Clackamas County Farm Forestry Association

12th Annual

CCFFA College 
Scholarships

To further the benefits for our membership, the Clackamas County Farm
Forestry Association’s (CCFFA) Board of Directors has established two $1,000.00
college scholarships. A current member of CCFFA must recommend/sponsor an
applicant, in writing. The scholarships will be available to graduating high
school students and college students through their senior year and are not spe-
cific to the student’s county of residence, field of study, college, university, or
trade school. Full time enrollment will be required for release of funds. 

The scholarship application form will require personal and educational
information plus two letters of recommendation, but no financial data. The
applicant must also submit a 500-word essay explaining his or her distinguishing
qualities, educational and life goals and experiences with their family’s forest
activities or those of their CCFFA sponsor.

This year’s deadline for applications is April 3, 2017. 

Winners will be notified and introduced at the annual April business meeting
or the Tree Farm Tour & Summer Picnic in August. 

Submit your application and all supporting documents to: 
Clackamas County Farm Forestry Association 

Scholarship Committee 
P. O. Box 783 • Molalla, Oregon 97038 

Applications available at www.ccffa-oswa.org or
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/clackamas or may be
picked up at the OSU Extension Office in Oregon City.

Combating Himalayan and Evergreen Blackberries



a slight drizzle of rain in the head-
lights of our trucks and wait for full
daylight to break, all the while hoping
that the precipitation will stop. I’m
worried it may put an end to spraying
for the day. Nick was not too con-
cerned and says as long as the chemi-
cals aren’t running off the plant; it’s
much like spraying after a heavy dew
and not really a problem. As the sun
rose, the rain fades, and Nick says this
little rain won’t stop the operations.
The weapons of choice for spraying
and squirting were two of the chemi-
cals approved for forest use, Garlon
3A and Oust.

The crew was able to treat our 10
acres in less than three hours. It was
amazing to see how quickly they
moved through the vegetation as they
systematically covered the whole area.
This would have taken us weeks to
complete, with our work schedules
and weekends. Plus, the further we get
into fall, the more of a challenge it
would have become for us to work
around weather interruptions.

As this is written, we are beginning
to see wilting and color change in the
canes, and we are looking forward to
seeing the difference in the weeds next
spring; we’re better able to see our
seedlings already. We are now hoping
that this attack doesn’t make them
susceptible to more deer browse; we
already have enough of that.

We elected to let the canes and
weeds die in place as we were con-
cerned that burning in proximity of the

new seedlings would be harmful. With
that behind us, we can begin focusing
more on our formal plans for the prop-
erty and get started on other projects.

We want to have an active role in
our woodlands and don’t mind getting
our hands dirty doing so. But know-
ing, or learning, your limitations and

focusing your efforts on tasks you’re
capable of achieving is important to
accomplishing the end goal; growing
marketable timber. Besides, we still
have 20 acres on which to “maintain”
the blackberries. Well, winter is
approaching and it’s time to shoulder
the backpack sprayers once again.  ■
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Editorial Note:
The Clackamas County Farm Forestry
Association does not endorse specific
products or service providers. The
service provider mentioned in the
above article was selected because
they best met the needs of the prop-
erty owners. To obtain a partial list
of service providers, contact the OSU
Extension Service at extension.ore-
gonstate.edu/Clackamas/forestry/
service providers.

www.mapforesters.com
503-655-5524

P.O. Box 1200 • Oregon City, OR 97045
fax 503-824-5527 • ken@mapforesters.com

Timber Marketing Management Services

Our timber marketing
program is designed to
increase competition and
insure the highest net
return on your timber.

• Logging Supervision

• Timber Cruising

• Reforestation Services

• Management Plans
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GLENN AHRENS

verett Hall at Hopkins Demon-
stration Forest provided a great

setting for the annual Clackamas
Woodland Farmer of the Year
recognition banquet, October 20,
2016. Nominees this year were
Camp Adams near Colton and
Satori Springs Woodlands, just
south of Oregon City. Gilbert Shib-
ley and Shibley Family Forests were
also recognized with the Evergreen
Award for their long devotion to the
practice and promotion of tree
farming. The purpose is to recognize
and share the excellent tree farming
work being done in the county.

The nominating and judging
committee included: Derek Craven,
Clackamas Co. Farm Forestry
Assoc.; Sena Chase, Clackamas Co.
Parks and Forests; Mike Haasken,
Oregon Department of Forestry;
and Glenn Ahrens, OSU Extension
Forestry.

Clackamas Woodland Farmer of
the Year 2016: Camp Adams

Camp Adams has 216 acres of
woodlands with about 2 miles of
stream running through it. It is
owned by the Central Pacific Con-

ference of the United Church of
Christ, dating back to 1936 when
Mrs. Louis Adams sold the land to
the Congregationalists of Oregon to
use for “religious and character
building purposes”. It was devel-
oped as forest camp and has been
used by church groups of all ages
since the 1940’s. 

Bob and Natalie Becker have been
the Directors of Camp Adams for 5
years, doing an amazing job of man-
aging both the camp and the forest.
Working with Barry Sims of Trout
Mountain Forestry, they developed a
forest management plan and
obtained certification under the For-
est Stewardship Council (FSC) crite-
ria for sustainable forestry. And they
got busy with implementing the pri-
ority actions identified in their plan.
The goals at Camp Adams are to:

• Maximize the opportunities for
educational and nature interpretive
activities. 

• Protect wildlife resources by
using active management to maintain
a wide range of conditions—from
open woodland to old-growth forest.

• Maintain native biological

Clackamas Woodland Farmer of the Year Recognition 2016

E

Consulting Forester Barry Sims (left) with Bob, Natalie, and Ruby Becker accepting
the CCFFA 2016 Woodland Farmer of the Year award for Camp Adams.

Old-growth fir towers above mixed-species forest at Camp Adams.
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diversity, control invasive species.
• Minimize impacts of campers

on the forest—protect sensitive sites.
• Maintain and enhance stream

water quality, riparian habitat and
aquatic biological productivity. 

• Maintain and improve long-
term health and integrity of the
entire forest ecosystem. 

• Timber harvest will be based on
improving forest health and ecologi-
cal goals and shall not be driven by
revenue needs.

Under the direction of Bob and
Natalie Becker for the last 5 years,
the 216 acres of forest at Camp
Adams has become a great example
of forest stewardship. Camp Adams
exemplifies conservation-based man-
agement across diverse forest types,
providing outstanding outdoor expe-
riences for young campers and
church retreatants. 

Congratulations to Bob and
Natalie Becker for Camp Adams,
Clackamas Woodland Farmer of
the Year 2016!

Clackamas Woodland Farmer
Nominee 2016: Satori Springs
Woodlands

Satori Springs Woodlands (along
with Christopher Bridge Winery) is
managed by Chris Carlberg and
family. Chris grew up on this farm
and has been tending trees for over
50 years, creating an increasing diver-
sity of woodland patches adding up
to about half of the 80-acre farm. He
has a passion for showing visitors the
benefits and values sustained by
small farms and woodlands. 

Chris grew up on the family farm
since they moved there in 1952,
working with the variety of animals
and plants, including quite a bit of
tree planting since the 1960’s. After
attending college and spending a
few years in Germany, Chris
returned to his family farm in 1978
with his new bride Susanne.

(Susanne notes that one of the first
things Chris did was spend all their
money on a sawmill, which they
used to mill lumber for their home
and other buildings on the farm.) 

The Carlbergs’ vision and goals
include:

• Providing a “bridge” to connect
people to working farm and forest
lands.

• Improving health and produc-
tivity of woodlands. 

• Enhancing natural beauty and
spiritual values. 

• Controlling blackberry and
other invasive species by replacing
them with trees.

• Increasing woodland area by
planting trees on old pasture land.

• Producing valuable wood prod-
ucts supporting the family farm-for-
est enterprise.

• Engaging the next generation in
sustaining the family farm-forest. 

Since 1998, the Carlbergs’ wood-
land management efforts have been
accompanied by the endeavors of a
successful vineyard and winery. The
name “Christopher Bridge Winery”
hints at Chris’s philosophy of farm-
ing, which he eloquently expressed

at the banquet. For Chris, the act of
farming provides a personal and
spiritual connection to the land and
to nature. And he sees his farm and
others like it as a great place to pro-
vide the bridge for visitors to find
their own connection to nature and
to the farms that sustain us all.

Congratulations to Chris and
Susanne Carlberg for Satori Springs
Woodlands, Clackamas Woodland
Farmer Nominee for 2016!

Chris and Susanne Carlberg, Woodland
Farmer of the Year nominee.

Chris Carlberg on his woodlands.

 . . . . . . . . . . . . .continued on page 14



JANE STONE

he first weekend in November,
WOW women gathered at Silver

Falls State Park for two days of
classes taught by eight OSU women
educators. As always, there was fun,
fine food and free time to make
friends and share forest related infor-
mation. However, this class list
reveals the serious side of the retreat:

• Journaling and Photo Documenting
• How to calculate the value of trees
• How to hire forestry professionals
• Herpetology management 
• Invasive wood borer identification

We saw detailed pictures of the
Emerald Ash Borer and the Asian
Longhorned Beetle, which are not
yet in Oregon. These insects have
traveled from the East to the Rocky
Mountains via campers taking fire-
wood from home into campgrounds.
The lesson to be learned is that mov-
ing firewood can spread invasive
insects and tree disease. If you sus-
pect an insect or see a tree irregulari-
ty, note exactly where you found it
and take a photo and/or a specimen,
if possible. For reporting and more
information, contact: oregoninva-
siveshotline.org or 1-866-INVADER.

In the Herpetology class we
learned about finding frogs and
noticing newts! The slide presenta-
tion was beautiful in full color, and
showed the details of the spots on
the egg sacks for identification. We
learned that these amphibians
reproduce in ponds, but stay in the
wetland area only a short time
before residing on our forest floor.

The class about how to hire a
forestry professional suggested that
after making your decision to harvest
some trees, a good first stop could be
the local Oregon Department of
Forestry to visit with the stewardship
forester. They can advise you about

regulations you may not be aware of.
The OSU Extension office has a
forestry specialist that can guide you
to information also. You can request
a visit from either of these offices, to
your property. They cannot tell you
what to do, but they will give you
information and answer questions.
Their service is free to you.

How do you calculate the value
of your trees? Estimations can be
made from test plots. OSU publica-
tion EM9058 tells you how to do
this. Simply said, you count the
trees in a certain size circle, record
the diameters at breast height, and
standing back a certain distance, by
looking up to the top of the tree,
you can estimate tree height. You
record these numbers on paper, and
do some math. With this informa-
tion, you can talk to log buyers at
the local mills. Before getting excit-
ed...estimate the logging operation
costs and the transportation!

Personally, I knew the value of
keeping good records, but the Jour-
naling and Photo Documenting
class gave me new ideas. Besides the
formal stewardship plan for our for-
est, another notebook will weave
our family history with facts and
explain our personal reasons for
choices made. This extra notebook
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Women Owning Woodlands (WOW.net) Retreat 2016

T

Tiffany Fegel, WOW coordinator (center) and Alicia Jones, OSU Extension, (next
wearing sweatshirt on right), teach NTFP craft class (non-timber forest products).



(or two or three), can be made elec-
tronically or by a variety of methods.
Here are some ideas for content:

• History of the original pur-
chase, by whom and why

• Old aerial photos and new
google pictures

• Sketches that show all roads,
skid roads, walking trails

• Sketches that show elevation
changes, small or great

• Sketches that show all water
sources, ponds, streams, wetlands,
drainage

• Sketches that show buildings,
parking spaces, picnic & camping
spots

• Sketches that show non-tree
items of interest: large rocks, rock
groups, native flower areas, usual
animal habitation or travel paths,
very large stumps

• Establish photo spots to take
progressive pictures over the years
(with T posts)

• Photo record suspected and
obvious disease

• Give information about invasive
species and any treatment used,
with dates

• List of major purchases &
expenses, with dates and costs

• Photos of work in progress, with
dates and people involved & people
in pictures

• Activity & project lists, with dates
• Itemized cost expenses listed on

your income tax, every year 
• Hours worked per person, to

show material participation of prin-
ciple persons, per year

The last two bits of information
that I will remember from this class:

Scan or photo copy important
documents, or keep on a thumb
drive, in a safe location.

Take your camera or phone cam-
era with you and take a sketch book
whenever you go out to walk or
work. Record what interests you as
well as project jobs in process. ■
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Bob Mealey—A Legend in His Own Time
JOHN FOSTER

I only met Bob a few times. I think he passed away either in late 2007 or
early 2008. He was certainly a legend in his own time. I was aware that he
had been a past President of the Oregon Small Woodlands Association, and
had retired after being a forester for Willamette Industries for sixteen years. 

Later, after reading “Ode to Bob Mealey” by Rick Fletcher, I learned
that he had been involved in numerous additional projects, including the
formation of the Linn County Small Woodlands Association, the Linn
County natural resources scholarship fund, the Oregon State University
Endowed Professorship of Forest Ecosystem Health, the East Linn Histori-
cal Museum, the Northwest Woodland Council, and others. 

Bob also helped form the Willamette Valley Ponderosa Pine Conserva-
tion Association, which has distributed over a million pine seedlings annu-
ally for woodland owners, and he planted over seventy thousand seedlings
on the Mealey Tree Farm after his retirement. 

How fitting that he should author the following poem.

When You’re So Old
By Robert H. Mealey

My friends quite often ask of me, 
Why does an old man plant a tree? 
It grows so slow it will not pay 
a profit for you anyway. 
Then why, in storm and winter cold,
do you plant when you’re so old?

The answer seems hard to define, 
When muscles ache and they are mine! 
But I just cannot stand to see 
a space where there should be a tree. 
So that, in part, as years unfold, 
is why I plant when I’m so old.

I know that animals, bugs and things,
love trees, and so do such as go on wings. 
So creatures wild that benefit, 
Is one more reason I can’t quit 
from planting trees while I can hold 
My planting hoe, though I’m so old.

They say that those retired from labor,
should fish and play and talk to neighbor.
They say also that folks in leisure,
should do the things that give them
pleasure. 
And so the thought on which I’m sold: 
I’ll plant some trees, though I’m so old.

As time goes on my trees will grow, 
So tall and clean and row on row. 
The furry folk will have a home, 

the birds can nest and kids can roam. 
And for all of this, as I have told, 
I planted trees, though I’m so old.

And then there is my family, 
young folks who will follow me. 
I’d like to leave them with some land, 
Stocked with trees and looking grand. 
These gifts I value more than gold, 
so I plant some trees, though I’m so old.

And taxes too, for schools and roads,
with jobs and lumber for abodes. 
I won’t see these things, I won’t be here,
but in my mind it’s very clear. 
The words of some who could be polled
might thank a man who is so old.

Man should be proud of what’s his own, 
and how he’s managed what he’s grown. 
But management must be begun, 
by planting seedlings one by one. 
And so my pride I will uphold, 
I’ll plant some trees, though I’m so old.

So when my friends ask of me, 
Why does an old man plant a tree? 
Perhaps the lines above explain
how aching back, and limbs in pain, 
may by commitment be controlled, 
to plant my trees — though I’m so old.
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GLENN AHRENS, OSU Extension Forester

ree School 2017 
The catalog is under construction

for another full slate of classes for
Tree School, March 25, 2017. After
several years of transition, the team
at the OSU Extension office (Jennifer
Gorski, Coordinator; Sally Yackley,
Registrar; Jean Bremer, Secretary) is
well-prepared for the job. We are still
on track to use the new online system
to register for Tree School 2017. The
new system will allow you to pay by
credit card, see what classes are avail-
able, and provide quick confirmation

of your registration. There will be
options to pay in person, pay by
check, or the use old fashioned mail
in registration. Look for the catalog
to hit the streets (or the internet) in
mid-January 2017. 

Hopkins Demonstration Forest
Support is Strong

We gained a strong new supporter
at Hopkins Demonstration Forest
last year in the form of the Aveda
Institute and Dosha Salon of Port-
land. They dedicated their fundrais-
ing campaign last April (Earth
Month) to Forests Forever, generat-

ing an infusion of enthusiastic new
people discovering Hopkins Demon-
stration Forest. The “1Tree Can”
campaign raised $21,000 in dona-
tions to Forests Forever, Inc. Execu-
tive Director Ken Everett presented a
plaque to Aveda/Dosha in apprecia-
tion of their support. Plans are in the
works to continue this support in
2017 with a day in the forest in Feb-
ruary and another Earth Month ded-
ication in April. With their support,
on top of the great ongoing support
of so many long-term friends of
Hopkins Demonstration Forest, we
are in good shape to continue our
mission of education about family
forestry.

Forest and Tree Health Still Top
Concern

While the rain has returned with a
vengeance, tree health problems
related to drought and heat are still a
concern in the Willamette Valley and
Columbia River Gorge. Forest health
tops the list of issues and concerns
based on our needs assessment sur-
veys, client calls, and personal obser-
vations. An increasing incidence of
dying western redcedar—dozens of
large previously healthy trees dying
rapidly in various parts of the
region—is particularly disturbing. As
a result, OSU Extension has orga-
nized several field investigations with
our forest health specialists and we
are holding forest health workshops
across the region. This redcedar
dieback is in addition to the now-
familiar drought-induced “flare-out”

OSU Extension Forestry Update

T

Hopkins Demonstration Forest
Back to School Education Report

PETER MATZKA, OSU FOREST EDUCATOR

ith the start of the
2016/2017 school year well

underway, the Hopkins
Demonstration Forest is abuzz
once again with school groups.
We have a pretty full schedule
running into early December.
This fall we will be seeing 4-7
school groups per week and
probably about three per week
during the winter months.  

Visiting groups range from
middle school students con-
ducting science inquiry pro-
jects, to high school service
learning, and community col-
lege field lab activities. We also
have six Portland State Univer-
sity students helping out this
fall (again). As part of their
PSU graduations requirements,
they serve as mentors with student groups.  

The increase in usage of the forest has prompted several schools to
book six or more months out and as a result our spring schedule is
already over half full. We are always looking for mentors and field guides
to assist with our youth education. If you are interested, please let us
know. ■

W

Trost Elementary School from Canby
practice their mathematics skills by
measuring tree diameters.
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of young Douglas-fir, along with
some bark beetle problems in Pon-
derosa pine. When the woods are
dormant this winter, we hope to
catch up on diagnostics of samples
collected this fall. So far, most evi-
dence favors drought and heat as the
primary factors, followed by wood
borers, bark beetles, and fungal dis-
eases as secondary agents taking
advantage of individuals weakened
by drought and competition stress.

Learning by doing—Harvesting
and Marketing

Last spring we organized an OSU
Extension workshop on “Timber
Harvesting—Start to Finish” (May
7, 2016) during which I found myself
thinking that it was about time I
faced the challenges involved with
thinning my own 15-acre woodland.
Like many other woodland owners, I
had a patch of young Douglas-fir
that I wanted to thin years ago. Do I
wait for the trees to get a little bigger
to improve financial feasibility? (Yes
I did). How do I find the right logger
for my little job in competition with
many other bigger customers out
there? (It took three tries). And when
it is done, what about taxes on the
proceeds? (We shall see).

Emboldened by my experience
with thinning using a mechanized
processor at Hopkins Demonstration
Forest (Thinning & Pruning demon-
stration Area 2013), I decided that
this was finally the year to get my job
done. After a few days marking my
precious trees to cut, they moved the
equipment in on a hot dry day in late
August. Thankfully, the level 3 fire
precautions were dropped to level 2
the next day. Five weeks and 47
truckloads later, they moved out—as
the first few inches of rain fell in the
first week of October. Whew.

Some of my forestry friends had
advised me just to clearcut the 38
year old stand and start over—to
make the most money and avoid the

risk of blowdown after thin-
ning. But I really wanted to
leave a stand for the future
and hoped to thin it in a way
that minimized the risk of
blowdown. “As long as we
don’t get a really bad storm
the first year” I said, it
would be OK. And then, the
weatherman predicted a
storm that might rival the
Columbus Day 1962. I spent
the night near the log land-
ing, waiting to see the big
blow, but it maxed about 30
mph and I only lost a few
tops—so far so good. Soon I
will see how much fun it will
be to do my taxes. And the
next time I hold a workshop
on thinning, harvesting,
marketing, or taxes, I’ll have
a bit more experience to
compare notes on with the
other participants. ■ Glenn’s thinned stand.

Clackamas County Parks and Forest is pleased to support the
Clackamas County Farm Forestry Association. As a forest land
steward, we are proud that our sustainable forest management
program helps to ensure that our timberlands are grown and
harvested in a manner that is environmentally sensitive, provides
community benefit and is economically viable. The revenue
generated from the sale of timber on County-owned forest lands
directly supports the County Parks program.

The County Forest Program is currently looking for timberland of
any age to enhance its portfolio and long term management
strategy. Please contact the Clackamas County Forester if you
have or know someone interested in selling or donating their
timberlands to
Clackamas County
Parks and Forest
program.

For more info contact
Andrew Dobmeier,
County Forester,
adobmeier@clackamas.us
phone 503-742-4425
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Evergreen Award 2016: Shibley
Family Forests

Gilbert Shibley’s family has been
managing their forestland near Esta-
cada for over 150 years. Their
forests stretch across two main own-
erships with extended-family mem-
bership: Shibley Family LLC—
Gilbert Shibley and sister Wilma
Guttridge; and Forest Home LLC—
Gilbert and Barbara Shibley and
family. Six generations have been
involved in farming and forestry
since the Shibleys first settled in the
Springwater area in the 1860’s.
Gilbert has been involved in the for-
est his entire life and is now the pri-
mary forest manager. Clear goals
and objectives guide his actions and
the results are easy to see on the
land:

• Plant, tend, and harvest tim-
ber—maintain a healthy and pro-
ductive forest.

• Balance harvest and growth—
move towards even distribution of
age-classes to age 70.

• Produce income to support
good management, with no debt &
no land sale.

• Maintain ATFS certification as
a sustainably managed forest.

• Maintain and enhance wildlife
habitat, water quality and riparian
area functions.

• Sustain the Shibley family her-
itage over the generations—a legacy
for family to use, enjoy, and conserve.

Gilbert also wears a variety of
hats in service to the community
including: OSU Master Woodland
Manager, community leader, “Out-
door School” organizer and host,
researcher, educator, writer, and his-
torian. 

The Evergreen Award recognizes
a past Woodland Farmer of the
Year who demonstrates outstanding
and longstanding devotion to forest
stewardship, sound forestry prac-

tices, community service, and educa-
tion. The Shibleys have been doing
this for many decades, helping other
woodland owners succeed, helping
young people find their way in the

world, and improving public under-
standing of and appreciation for
family forestry.

Congratulations to Gilbert
Shibley and Shibley Family Forests
for the Evergreen Award 2016! ■

Woodland Farmer Recognition Banquet, continued from page 9  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Wilma Guttridge and Gilbert and Barbara Shibley accepting the 2016 Evergreen
Award for their shared family forests.

Gilbert Shibley sharing his vision for his forest.
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Clackamas County Farm Forestry Assoc., Inc.
P.O. Box 783
Molalla, OR 97038

CCFFA WINTER 2017 CALENDAR
Mon Nov 21, 2016, 9:00am-2:00pm, OTFS
Annual Meeting, Workshop & Recognition
Luncheon, World Forestry Center

Sat Dec 10, 8:30am-4:00pm, Community
Forestry Day, Learn by doing! Hopkins Demon-
stration Forest

Wed Dec 14, 4:00pm-6:00pm, Forests - Water
- Health, World Forestry Center

Thu Dec 15, 11:00am-12:00pm, Your Legacy,
Your Land Webinar

Thu Dec 15, 6:00pm-7:30pm, Planning for a
successful generational transition of timber
property ownership, Benton County Extension
Services, Corvallis

Wed Jan 11, 2017, 7:00pm-9:00pm, CCFFA
Board Meeting, Forest Hall, Hopkins Demon-
stration Forest 

Sat Jan 14, 8:30am-4:00pm, Community
Forestry Day, Learn by doing! Hopkins Demon-
stration Forest

Thu Jan 19, 7:00am-4:00pm, Mapping the
Course: Timberlands, Forest Products Pro-
cessing and Fiber Issues for 2017, The Heath-
man Lodge, Vancouver, WA 

Sat Feb 4, 9:00am-5:00pm, How to Manage a
Timber Sale, Sauvie Island Grange, Portland

Sat Feb 11, 8:30am-4:00pm, Community
Forestry Day, Learn by doing! Hopkins Demon-
stration Forest

Wed Mar 8, 7:00pm-9:00pm, CCFFA Board
Meeting, Forest Hall, Hopkins Demonstration
Forest 

Sat Mar 11, 8:30am-4:00pm, Community
Forestry Day, Learn by doing! Hopkins Demon-
stration Forest

Sat Mar 25, All day, Tree School Clackamas,
Clackamas Community College, Oregon City

Tue Mar 28-Thu Mar 30, All day, Mass Timber
Conference–Forest to Frame, Oregon Conven-
tion Center, Portland

Check our website at www.ccffa-oswa.org for more information

A BALANCED APPROACH

Forest stewardship for 
productivity and diversity

FSC Trademark © 1996 Forest Stewardship Council A.C. 
• SCS-FM/COC- 00062GN

These forests have been
independently certified
as well managed.

PORTLAND FORESTERS -  503-222-9772
Scott Ferguson

Barry Sims
Mike Messier

CORVALLIS FORESTERS -  541-435-0383
Mark Miller

Matt Fehrenbacher
Shane Hetzler

Pamela Hines, Office Manager
503-409-2888

info@troutmountain.com
www.troutmountain.com

▲
TIMBER MANAGEMENT

▲
ALTERNATIVES TO

CLEARCUTTING
▲

FOREST PLANNING
AND RESTORATION

▲

■■■■ Professional Forest Management
■■■■ Timber Inventories and Cruising

■■■■ Mapping and GIS
■■■■ Appraisals

11825 SW Greenburg Road, Suite 200  •  Tigard, Oregon 97223-6466

503-684-8168
1-800-783-6818

www.nwforestryservices.com
FAX (503) 684-9158


