
GARY BUSH

ell, here it is,
the middle of

January and the
third snowfall event
is happening, and I
am cooped up in
the house trying to think of some-
thing to write about for this edition of
the Tree Leader. For the last three
weeks, I’ve been trying to clean up my
fields after the Christmas tree harvest
and get the ground ready to plant.

But now I have four more inches of
snow on the ground and it’s supposed
drop down into the teens and freeze
everything to the ground that I want
to pick up! I guess I’ll have to wait for
the Tree School catalog to come out
and the ground to dry so as to get
motivated to do some firewood cut-
ting from the trees that came down
from the last storm.

Since there is not much for me to
do until I can plant more trees in
mid-February and Tree School is not
till March, I’m going to go to Mexico
and go fishing! Adios, Amigos!

See you all next month. ■
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CCFFA at OTFS Annual Meeting
TIM DAHL

The Oregon Tree Farm System annual meeting and luncheon/awards
event took place on November 21 at the World Forestry Center in Portland.
Several CCFFA members were in attendance, including this year’s Clacka-
mas County Woodland Farmer of the Year, Camp Adams, represented by
Natalie and Bob Becker. Joining us at our table was Ken Everett, who was
awarded the 2016 Oregon Inspector of the
Year for his ongoing work with family for-
est owners’ certification and management.
Ken has been involved with the OTFS
since working with Publisher’s Paper about
a century ago.  Since then, he has achieved
their Bronze and Silver Hard Hat Awards
for conducting at least 50 tree farm inspec-
tions resulting in forest certification. The
Gold Hard Hat Award is still a ways off
(100 initial inspections!), but Ken’s working
on it. We encourage all CCFFA members
to get involved with the OTFS; your tree
farm will thank you for it!

Do you know
a candidate
for a CCFFA
College
Scholarship? 
See page 8 for
more details.



ROB GUTTRIDGE

n the diamond-shaped Tree
Farm sign we received when we

certified our woodland with ATFS,
Wood is one of the four benefits
named in the diamond. Wood is, of
course, the first thing most of us think
of when we think of woodlands: the
wood within the trees that are grow-
ing there. It is the forest product that
can most readily be sold, and so it is
the product most likely to have its
value recognized—even though the
sale price of harvested timber is only a
fraction of a tree’s whole value.

I love wood. I like to look at it, I
like to handle it, I like to smell it. I
like to be surrounded by wood, espe-
cially in my own home (a century-old
house with clear fir floors and wood-
framed windows). For tables, chairs,

shelves, cabinets, fencing, framing,
siding, posts and poles—I generally
prefer wood over metal, or fiberglass,
or plastic. Most of my favorite hand
tools have wooden handles. For sever-
al years, I heated my home with
wood, and I enjoyed that warmth,
too. There is more than a little satis-
faction in growing something that I
enjoy so much, and use so often. It’s
not self-sufficiency, exactly, but it feels
rewarding in some of the same ways
as growing one’s own food.  

Our woodland—our forest, real-
ly—is stocked with Douglas-fir, west-
ern redcedar, western hemlock, red
alder, and bigleaf maple, as well as
several species of trees whose wood is
not so much in demand. All of them
are quietly, steadily creating columns
of carbon, cylinders of cellulose, to lift

their newest leaves and branches high-
er and higher above the earth, push-
ing their crowns upward year after
year. For the tree, a tall trunk is mere-
ly a means to reach above its neigh-
bors in a contest to capture more sun-
light: but for us, that tall trunk is a
treasure, beautiful in itself and with
nearly endless uses. 

Our tree farm, although small in
acreage compared to the vast holdings
managed by publicly-owned compa-
nies (not to mention the even vaster
federal and state forest lands), is one
of many, and that helps to give stabili-
ty and resilience to the local timber
supply. Our decisions to harvest some
of our trees, or to let them grow
awhile longer, are not much influ-
enced by the stock market, nor by
political changes. We don’t need to
please distant shareholders looking
for a quick return on investment, or
distant political constituencies with
their own agendas. We can, individu-
ally, choose what’s best for our own
forest lands, and respond to the needs
and opportunities that we see locally.
Our trees will grow at their own pace,
steadily removing carbon from carbon
dioxide to build their beautiful, long-
lasting trunks, steadily putting pure
oxygen back into the breezes that rus-
tle their branches.  ■
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Tree Farm Overstory: Wood



JOHN FOSTER

ad weather in December and Janu-
ary caused some interruptions in

log deliveries to mills. Chip inventories
at pulp mills are low, along with log
inventories at hardwood mills. Some
mills have been purchasing logs desig-
nated for export in order to keep run-
ning. Western redcedar prices are all
over the board, depending on the
buyer, log length, and quality. 
The Canadian dollar exchange rate is
now at approximately 76 cents per U.S.
dollar, still giving lumber imported
from Canada a substantial advantage
trade-wise over U.S. manufactured
lumber. Other countries such as Chile,
Russia, New Zealand, and even Swe-
den also compete in the export market
for sales of raw logs, so North America
does not have a monopoly on selling
export logs.

At present home building is the
main driver for construction growth.
It has increased at a rapid rate since
January 2016. A report from Zillow, a
research group that follows housing
throughout the United States, indicates
that home prices have now regained
most of the value lost between 2008
and 2012. Some regions still have total
values below those reached during the
bubble years, but areas such as the San
Francisco bay area, Los Angeles and
New York have surpassed those values.
It appears that this upward housing
value trend is continuing. Construction
of what is referred to as affordable
housing is still lagging behind demand.
While at present there are many
renters, they may now or in the future
want to purchase single family hous-
ing, so it appears that new construc-
tion starts may be improving.  

Fannie May, Freddy Mac, and
FHA have all eased their requirements
a little for new mortgages. 30-year
fixed mortgage rates averaged approxi-
mately 4.1% in December, up from

3.9% a year earlier. In January 2017,
Federal Reserve Board Chair Janet
Yellen stated that she expected the
Board to slowly raise interest rates dur-
ing 2017, at increments of about one
quarter point for each increase.

President Trump signed an executive
order January 27, 2017 withdrawing
the U.S. from the Trans-Pacific Part-
nership. This is the Asia-Pacific Trade
Agreement. Some experts feel that it is
possible that this could result in a trade
war. If a trade war develops it could
affect import tariffs on some of our
exports such as logs, lumber, or even

Christmas trees. I have no idea what
may happen in the future, and I have
just as much chance of making a  cor-
rect prediction as I would picking the
winning numbers in the next lottery
drawing.  ■

Log Prices

Saw Logs M/B/F
Douglas fir export  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$600-800
Douglas fir cutting mills  . . . . . . . . . .530-740
White Wood export . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .550-590
White Wood cutting mills  . . . . . . . . .450-530

Pulp Wood/ton
Conifer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$28-33
Hardwood  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30-34
Cottonwood  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25-26
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What’s Hot-What’s Not—Log Market Report

15555 S. Hwy 211 Molalla, OR 97038

Buying logs / timber / timberland

Douglas-fir / Hemlock

Dylan Fritz, log buyer 360.477.6959

Office 503.829.9131 Fax 503.829.5481

Other Interfor sawmill locations in Gilchrist, OR,

Port Angeles, WA and Beaver, WA



JIM SCHREIBER

or the past eight years, I have had
the opportunity to represent the

Clackamas County Farm Forestry
Association (CCFFA) and our mem-
bership on the Advisory Board to the
Clackamas-Marion Forest Protection
Association (C-MFPA). For those of
you who do not recognize this group, it
is a forest organization made up of
Industrial Forest and Woodland own-
ers that provides a voice to the forest
protection district and thus the Oregon
State Board of Forestry. The district
boundaries run, generally: from south
of Stayton, north to the Columbia
River, and from Highway 213 on the
west, eastward to the Cascade summit.
If you look on your property tax state-
ment and see Fire Patrol Tax, you fall
within those boundaries.

At the year-end meeting in Decem-

ber, an activities report was presented
by the N. Cascade District Forester of
the Oregon Department of Forestry
that, among other things, outlined the
number and size of fires within the dis-
trict, the number of harvest operations
permitted and the number of inspec-
tions conducted by ODF as well as the
number of “Notices of Violations”
issued by ODF Stewardship Foresters
and enforcement officers. 

For the past six or seven years, the
trend of violations for small woodland
operations has been downward, and
this has been a point of pride for the
non-industrial forest owners. 2015 saw
a slight upward movement, but 2016
saw an 18% jump in violations. CCFFA
was asked by C-MFPA and ODF if we
could assist ODF in reducing those
violations. Roger Beyer suggested that
we initiate a re-education program for
our members that would remind us of

the types of fire prevention procedures
to follow, and equipment that wood-
land owners should have on hand,
when conducting operations during
fire season.

The information in this article is a
summary of those practices and of the
types of equipment to have on hand
while working in your woodlands. For
more in-depth information, especially
if you are preparing for logging or
other major operations, contact ODF
Stewardship Forester at the number
listed at the end of the article.

To begin with, if you plan opera-
tions in your woodlands where power-
driven equipment or tools are going to
be used, you should file a Notice of
Operation with ODF at the beginning
of the year; filing a notice has some
legal and operational benefits to the
property owner. You can do this on-
line at https://ferns.odf.state.or.us/E-
Notification or by going to the District
Forestry Office in Lyons or the Molalla
Unit Forestry Office in Molalla. If
there is a possibility that you will be
having additional work, involving large
powered equipment, for such opera-
tions as contract brush removal, cul-
vert and road work, you should add
that information to the Notice of
Operation when you file it. 

With the increase in small woodland
logging operations, during the past few
years, one would expect the issuance of
Notices of Violations to increase slight-
ly. Most of these violations were issued
to logging contractors. However, you
and I are not immune to getting a vio-
lation; most are warnings, but some
can become citations followed shortly
thereafter by a fine.

If the notices go to the contractor,
why should we be concerned about it?
On whose land is the contractor oper-
ating and what is at risk to you?
Should a fire be started, due to failure
to operate “Fire Safe,” remember that
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Fire Safe Woodland Operations—Staying Ahead of the Game

Clackamas County Parks and Forest is pleased to support the
Clackamas County Farm Forestry Association. As a forest land
steward, we are proud that our sustainable forest management
program helps to ensure that our timberlands are grown and
harvested in a manner that is environmentally sensitive, provides
community benefit and is economically viable. The revenue
generated from the sale of timber on County-owned forest lands
directly supports the County Parks program.

The County Forest Program is currently looking for timberland of
any age to enhance its portfolio and long term management
strategy. Please contact the Clackamas County Forester if you
have or know someone interested in selling or donating their
timberlands to
Clackamas County
Parks and Forest
program.

For more info contact
Andrew Dobmeier,
County Forester,
adobmeier@clackamas.us
phone 503-742-4425



it is your timber that will burn first, an
investment loss, and it could spread to
adjacent properties with all the legal
ramifications involved. 

Most loggers and contract forest
operators work in a fire safe manner,
but for your own protection and peace
of mind, a little check-up on the opera-
tor wouldn’t hurt. You can do this by
following the check-off items on an
ODF IFPL Self Inspection Form. This
form can be obtained from the Oregon
Department of Forestry at the num-
bers listed at the end of this article.

The form lists the types and num-
ber of hand tools required to be on
site, based on numbers of people
working, the type of operation, as well
as the use of power equipment
allowed during the fire season precau-
tion levels L-1 through L-IV. Talk
with your contractor and, if possible,
conduct the inspection jointly; you
both might learn something.

Discuss fire safety concerns with
your contractor and you might wish to
incorporate into your contract that the
operation must comply with all safety
and fire preventative rules if already
not included in the document.  

What were the most prevalent oper-
ational violations reported? In no par-

ticular order:
• Lack of required hand tools and

appropriate number for the people on
site.

• Missing fire extinguishers from
powered equipment.

• Fire extinguishers non-functioning
or test date not current. 

• Individual 8-oz or larger fire extin-
guisher for each chainsaw.

• Lack of 250’ connected fire hose
on water hauler (for those sites requir-
ing water source on site).

Keep in mind that these same fire
safety requirements apply to you, the
property owner, when conducting
operations in your woodlands; this is
especially true following the enactment
of fire season.

If you are conducting operations on
your forestlands that fall into the
requirements for having on-site water
tanks, pumps and hoses, you might
want to consider rental of such units.
A partial list of the rental agencies who
rent such equipment are:

• Sunbelt Rentals–Salem, 503-399-
9568 or Oregon City, 503-256-0091.

• United Rentals–Salem, 503-420-
8991.

(The units are complete with 500
gal. tanks and pumps, etc.)

We want to thank Joe Goldsby,
ODF Stewardship Forester, for pro-
viding information about the “Notice
of Violation” process used by their
agency. The list of most common
operator violations was created from
various foresters.

Information about operating rules
and for obtaining the Self Inspection
Forms may be obtained from either of
ODF offices:
Oregon Department of Forestry,
North Cascade District, 22965 North
Fork Rd., Lyons, OR 97358, 503-859-
4335

Oregon Department of Forestry,
North Cascade District, Molalla
Unit, 14995 S. Hwy. 211, Molalla, OR
97038, 503-829-2216 

BE FIRE SAFE OUT THERE  ■
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FORESTLAND FOR SALE in OREGON &  WASHINGTON

Mark.Willhite@juno.com

503-695-6419

Solutions from a practical forestry and financial standpoint

We market forest properties in
western Oregon and Washington

✓ Free consultation

✓ Professional Forester

✓ See the “Forestland for 
Sale” tab on our website!

✓ Property visit

✓ Licensed Broker,
OR & WA

✓ 40 years experience

Cost-Share Opportunities
for Private Forest

Landowners and Operators
KIM GALLAND

The Natural Resources Con-
servation Service (NRCS) for
Clackamas and Multnomah
counties currently has funding
available to help private forest
landowners and operators create
forest management plans and
implement conservation practices
designed to improve forest health.  

The NRCS Forest Diversity
funding pool will cost share on
activities such as forest stand
improvement (thinning, pruning),
brush management (for all those
pesky blackberries and scotch
broom), tree and shrub planting,
woody residue treatment and sev-
eral more. This funding will be
available through 2021 and appli-
cations are accepted on a contin-
uous basis. Contact Kim Galland
at 503-210-6032 for more infor-
mation on how to apply.
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LISA KILDERS, Clackamas Soil and Water
Conservation District

ave you seen this invasive weed
lurking in the understory of your

woodland? It is Garlic Mustard,
sometimes called Jack-by-the-hedge.
An easy way to identify this plant is
to crush a leaf. When crushed, the
leaves usually have a pungent garlic-
like odor.

Garlic mustard flowers have four
small, white petals that grow in the
shape of a cross. In our region, they
flower from May to June. The leaves
are kidney-shaped when the plant first
starts out, but are triangular when the
plant is mature. As you can see in the
photo, the seed pods are long and
slender, slightly curving and up to
three inches long. Adult plants can
produce up to 8,000 seeds. These
seeds can remain in the soil, waiting
for the perfect conditions to grow, for
more than 10 years!

Why care about this innocent looking
plant? 

Garlic mustard will invade healthy
woodland by outcompeting native
plants on the forest floor for available
light. This degrades the wildlife habi-
tat, reducing the variety of animals in
the forest.

If you aren’t worried about garlic
mustard yet, here is another reason
you should be. Experts believe this

plant produces a toxin that kills soil
fungi essential for native plants,
including native tree seedlings. This
may cause your seedlings to not estab-
lish or thrive when you replant har-
vested areas!

Where does it like to grow?
Garlic mustard grows best in fil-

tered to partial light. In our region,
garlic mustard can grow in a wide
variety of conditions including open
and shaded areas as well as in upland
and streamside locations. It grows on

sand, loam, and clay soils.

Stop the Spread!
Achieve effective control by hand

pulling. However, it is important to
remove the taproot completely. Root
fragments left in the ground can
sprout and become a new crop of
these invasive plants! 

Garlic mustard is a biennial, mean-
ing they do not flower until the sec-
ond year. It is important to control
the plant before seeds form in the sec-
ond year. This will prevent seed pro-
duction and prolonged control work.
Pulled plants should be collected in
bags and placed in the trash.

Hand pulling may not be practical
on well-established, extensive popula-
tions or in areas with compacted soils.
In those cases, mechanical methods of
control may be another option.

Mechanical control
Mowing is not generally recom-

mended for garlic mustard. However,
when done properly, frequent mowing
can reduce or eliminate seed produc-
tion. Cut plants low as practical and
mow repeatedly throughout the spring
and early summer. Closely watch your
infested area to ensure that you are
not allowing plants to flower and pro-
duce seed. Be sure to prevent the
spread of seeds by cleaning equipment
well and managing/monitoring any
adjacent areas for signs of spreading.

Cultural control
Garlic mustard is not toxic and is

edible. Grazing animals tend to avoid
garlic mustard due to its pungent gar-
lic-like odor but will graze it when
more desirable plants are unavailable.
To reduce seed production, garlic
mustard should be grazed before
plants flower. Grazing alone will not
eliminate garlic mustard and addition-
al methods may need to be used.
Dairy producers should be aware that

H

Garlic Mustard—Not a Condiment, but an Invader

PHOTO BY SAM LEININGER

Garlic Mustard with flowers and seed
pods.



allowing dairy animals to graze areas
with garlic mustard may taint the
taste of milk.

Chemical control—Before you Start
• Before purchasing any herbicide

product, read the label.
• Select a product that is most

appropriate for your site. Questions?
Ask your vendor before purchasing.

• Protect yourself. Always wear the
recommended protective clothing and
shower after use.

• Use spot spray techniques when-
ever possible to avoid harming non-
target plants.

• Watch the wind speed. If too
windy the chemicals may drift where
you do not want them to go!

• Avoid spraying near water. Try
hand-pull in these areas to protect
water quality, streamside plants, and
wildlife.

• Avoid exposure to pets, pollina-
tors, and wildlife. Keep pets and peo-
ple out until it is safe. Check the label
for reentry instruction. Avoid spraying
blooming plants to protect bees and
pollinators.

• Be sure to store any chemicals,
out of the reach of children and pets

to keep your family safe.
Contact your local chemical repre-

sentative for an herbicide recommen-
dation, or call one of our Conserva-

tion District WeedWise specialists at
503-210-6000.

Biological control 
There are no approved biological

control predators ready for release in
the United States, but four weevils are
under consideration.

Follow-Up
Hang in there! Control of garlic

mustard will typically take at least five
years of active removal and/or moni-
toring. Well-established populations
will often not show significant reduc-
tions in size until after several years of
treatment. Monitor sites for at least a
few years to ensure that no seedlings
come back.

If you need help identifying or
learning about control of invasive
plants on your property, contact the
Clackamas Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District WeedWise program at
503-210-6000 or email weeds@conser-
vationdistrict.org.  ■
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Hand pulling Garlic Mustard. PHOTO BY SAM LEININGER

Purchasing alder, maple and ash saw logs,
pulp logs, and timber.  Also hemlock saw

logs and timber.

Centralia, WA (360) 736-2811

Longview, WA (360) 577-6678

Mount Vernon, WA (360) 428-8583

Eugene, OR (541) 689-2581

Coos Bay, OR (541) 267-0419

Garibaldi, OR (503) 322-3367



CCFFA Web Site: www.ccffa-oswa.org
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GLENN AHRENS

ree School 2017 Covers a Wide
Range—I hope you all received

the Tree School catalog in a timely
fashion and had a chance to regis-
ter for classes of interest. With the
new online registration system, the
race to registration was faster than
ever. We delayed online registration
till January 23 to give paper regis-
trations more time. The popular
classes filled very fast and overall
we had 600 registered in the first 10
days. We welcome your input on
the registration system and sugges-
tions for improvement.

Classes at Tree School comple-

ment the year-long programs from
OSU Extension and collaborators
in natural resources education. For
example, the Forest Weed Manage-
ment workshop planned for April 8
provides a full field day to comple-
ment any of the six different weed
classes at Tree School. On the busi-
ness side of growing and marketing
trees, the workshop on Tree Farm
Leases and Agreements set for May
24 offers a good follow-up to Tree
School for Christmas tree growers. 

Your input is particularly impor-
tant for planning Tree School as
well as for our other programs
throughout the year. Class develop-

ment for Tree School 2017 was
based on a survey of woodland
owner needs (May 2016) as well as
a focus group session to share
ideas. Also, a group of 20 wood-
land owners helped with testing
and refinement of the new online
registration process. Thanks to
everyone for their thoughtful input.

With that in mind, please send
us your ideas for topics and pro-
grams that you would like to see
offered. If there are topics from the
Tree School class list that you
would like to see covered, we can
always put together another class
or workshop outside of Tree
School. We really try to cover the
range of needs among woodland
owners, from beginners to those

OSU Extension Forestry Update

T
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with more experience, and across
the diversity of your objectives and
interests.

Extension Forestry blog articles
cover timely topics

Some of the articles in this For-
est-Tree Leader are taken from
OSU Extension Forestry blogs.
These articles adapted for FTL are
just a sample of the variety of time-
ly topics covered by the blog. These
online articles provide a good treat-
ment of each topic along with
many links to further resources for
those who are inclined to delve
deeper on the internet.

Tree Topics Blog http://blogs.ore-
gonstate.edu/treetopics/ 

Oregon Forests and Climate
Change blog http://blogs.oregon-
state.edu/orforestscc/

For example, see the ongoing
series of articles on thinning and
spacing in young forests:

• Many young stands too crowded
• Spacing young conifer stands
• Young Stand Thinning Strategies

Another series is the continuing
thread on weed control and vegeta-
tion management with herbicides:

• Weed control and herbicide
basics

• Understanding foliar herbi-
cides—part 1

• Understanding foliar herbi-
cides—part 2

• Using foliar herbicides: Getting
the bang for your buck

• Getting work done in the woods:
hiring a chemical applicator

And with emphasis on the benefits
of diverse vegetation, there is a series
on native shrubs for wildlife:

• Shrubs for wildlife: Cascara
• Shrubs for wildlife: Snowberry
• Shrubs for Wildlife—

Oceanspray
• Shrubs for wildlife—Vine maple
• Propagating native shrubs from

seed or cuttings

All of the articles above can be
printed on demand, but the online
version provides the best options

for browsing numerous resources
linked within. ■

www.mapforesters.com
503-655-5524

P.O. Box 1200 • Oregon City, OR 97045
fax 503-824-5527 • ken@mapforesters.com

Timber Marketing Management Services

Our timber marketing
program is designed to
increase competition and
insure the highest net
return on your timber.

• Logging Supervision

• Timber Cruising

• Reforestation Services

• Management Plans

CCFFA Website Update
TIM DAHL

Many of our members have noticed that the www.ccffa-oswa.org
website is languishing. We apologize for this as the website has
become an important route for our members to access their services.

The webpage administrator left her business somewhat abruptly
when she was fortunate to gain good government employment. Sub-
sequently, we are searching for a new site administrator. If any read-
er has skills they can offer, or information about who has the skills,
please email tdahl@ccffa-oswa.org before the email address doesn’t
work anymore!

In the meantime, please check out the Clackamas Chapter por-
tion of the OSWA website (www.oswa.org) for more current infor-
mation.



GLENN AHRENS

SU Extension and Forests For-
ever, Inc. had extra help at

Hopkins Demonstration Forest in
2016 with the project Sharing Hop-
kins Forest Results, funded by the
Clackamas County Extension Inno-
vative Fund ($8,000). Jackson
Chandler, a college student and
aspiring arborist, was hired as Hop-
kins Project Crew Leader to run the
field crew of Teachers in the Woods
(see “Teachers” p. 11). The major
project for Jackson was to compile
historical data and then collect new
information on forest conditions
after more than 20 years of selective
harvest management in the Uneven
Aged Management (UEM) Area. 

Compared to clearcutting, main-
taining continuous forest cover with
selective harvesting is appealing
because of the potential benefits
such as aesthetic value, wildlife
habitat, and more frequent periodic
timber harvest income. Many wood-
land owners employ some form of
selective harvesting as opposed to
the more common practice of
clearcutting. Long-term observation
and documentation of practices and
results at Hopkins and other case
studies is needed to demonstrate
outcomes from these kinds of
forestry practices. Here are some
highlights of the results from the
Hopkins UEM Area. 

Selective harvesting provides for
diverse non-timber values, but a
reduction in timber revenues is
expected due to higher costs for
management and harvesting com-
pared to even-aged management.
Results from the Hopkins demon-
stration area indicate that while
costs of selective logging were about
10% higher than for clearcutting,

timber production and periodic rev-
enue were maintained at a good
level. Over a 25-year period, about
310,000 board feet were harvested
for a net value of $164,000 from the
16-acre UEM Area. This rate of
harvest appears to be sustainable
since standing timber volume was
about the same in 2016 (313,000 bf)
as it was 25 years earlier (312,000
bf). 

A key question for the future of
the Hopkins UEM area is how
much more to reduce stand density
to maintain Douglas-fir. Douglas-fir
reproduction did not thrive under
individual tree selection; larger open-

ings of 2-3 acres were needed for
good growth of Douglas-fir in the
understory. Abundance of shade tol-
erant western redcedar doubled in
20 years while Douglas-fir decreased
by 12%. Continuing the historic level
of removals will continue to favor

shade-tolerant western redcedar as
well as bigleaf maple, at the expense
of Douglas-fir. 

As expected, with the opening of
the canopy, understory shrubs and
hardwoods are thriving in the Hop-
kins UEM area. While these provide
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Sharing Hopkins Demonstration Forest Results:
20 Years of Selective Silviculture

O

Jackson Chandler establishing a plot in
the brush.

UEM visitors at the kiosk.



diversity and habitat, they also
inhibit the growth of Douglas-fir
and western redcedar. Although
there have been some vegetation
control efforts in the Hopkins UEM
area, shrub cover averages 70% and
bigleaf maple is increasing in abun-
dance.  

A major concern with uneven
aged management is the risk of
damage to residual trees with selec-
tive felling of large mature trees. In
spite of the care taken at Hopkins,
cumulative effects of logging dam-
age are serious, with about 10% of
trees suffering significant damage to
stems or crowns. Greater care is
needed to prevent further damage. 

Jackson Chandler and his crew of
Teachers in the Woods helped reveal
the lessons learned over the last 20
years. Now, forest managers at
Hopkins Demonstration Forest
need to apply these lessons in the
process of planning the next 20
years. Likely recommendations are
to reduce stand density to favor
understory trees, increase efforts to
control brush and hardwoods, and
take greater care to protect trees
from damage in the next entry.
These Hopkins Demonstration For-
est Results will be shared more
broadly as part of the “Alternative
Forest Management” series of OSU
Forestry Extension publications
https://catalog.extension.oregon-
state.edu/series2. ■

GLENN AHRENS

eachers learn what it takes to
manage a forest

Summer programs for Teachers
in the Woods started in 2002 at
Hopkins Demonstration Forest
under the leadership of Mike Bondi,
(OSU Extension Forester 1985-
2011, Forests Forever Inc. co-
founder). Mike’s comments on the
2010 program capture the essentials:
“Teachers get an up-close look at
just what it takes to manage a for-
est. There’s no better way to learn
something, than by doing it. And,
the teachers provide a wonderful
labor force for us at the demonstra-
tion forest to get some important
work accomplished. “

Hopkins Forest Educator Peter
Matzka organized the 2016 Teacher
in the Woods program to attract
teachers interested in earning Career
and Technical Education (CTE)
credits to advance their careers with
a certification in natural resource
education. The summer project
Sharing Hopkins Forest Results pro-
vided a ready-made opportunity for
teachers to work with Project
Leader Jackson Chandler. Jackson’s
crew at Hopkins included eleven
Teachers in the Woods working and
learning about family forestry for a
total of 18 weeks of training. Teach-
ers this year came from schools in

Clackamas, Eugene, Portland,
Salem, Silverton, and Tillamook.
Each of them spent at least one
week in the woods and some came
for three weeks.

‘As a Teacher in the Woods partici-
pant, spending some time working as
a forester really helped me realize the
skills a student would need to be suc-
cessful in any field-based natural
resource career.’

—Rob Waibel, Sabin-Schellenberg Center

‘The Teacher in the Woods pro-
gram gave me the experience and the
confidence to be able to demonstrate
skills to my students knowing that I
was doing it correctly... it was invalu-
able and has made it easier for me to
work with my industry partners
knowing that I have some back-
ground now to build on. I highly rec-
ommend this program to any
CTE/Forestry teacher that needs
hands-on experience and confidence.’ 

—Lori Loeffler, Tillamook High School

Helping people like Jackson
Chandler and the Teachers in the
Woods with their careers is a big
part of the mission for both OSU
Extension and Hopkins Demonstra-
tion Forest. ■
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Teachers in the Woods

T

Jackson with teacher

■■■■ Professional Forest Management
■■■■ Timber Inventories and Cruising

■■■■ Mapping and GIS
■■■■ Appraisals

11825 SW Greenburg Road, Suite 200  •  Tigard, Oregon 97223-6466

503-684-8168
1-800-783-6818

www.nwforestryservices.com
FAX (503) 684-9158
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AMY GROTTA, OSU Forestry & Natural
Resources Extension—Columbia,
Washington & Yamhill Counties

ree planting season is upon us.
Once the deep freeze departs

western Oregon woodland owners
will be heading out, shovels and
seedlings in hand, to plant the next
generation of forests. The saying
“green side up” implies that tree
planting isn’t rocket science; but
inevitably, come late summer some
people will return their planting sites
to find that their trees didn’t fare so
well. Weather and other uncontrol-
lable factors cause seedling mortali-
ty some years more than others.
But, it’s also easy to unintentionally
harm your trees before they even get
in the ground. So before you go to a
seedling sale this year to pick up a
few trees, here are some common
cases of seedling abuse and how to
avoid perpetrating them.

#1: Heating them up. Transporting
trees in the heated cab of your vehi-
cle, leaving the seedling bags in a
place that receives direct sunlight, or
too close to a heat source are all ways
seedlings can quickly heat up and
become stressed. Consider bringing
along a large cooler, some bags of ice,
or some other type of insulating
material to the sale. Once home, store
the seedlings outside in deep shade or
along a north wall or unheated over-
hang, but also not exposed to sub-
freezing temperatures.

#2: Drying them out. Exposing
the roots to drying air is another no-
no. This can happen if you leave the
planting bag open, or if you take
seedlings out of their bag and carry
them around the planting site with-
out their roots protected. Misting
the roots with a spray bottle or dip-
ping them in water when transfer-
ring them from one container to
another is a good practice. Cover

the roots with something moist in
whatever container you are using to
carry seedlings from one planting
spot to the next.

#3: Drowning them. On the other
hand, don’t leave the seedlings in a
bucket of water. They’re not cut
flowers!

#4: Waiting too long. Trees under-
go a pulse of root growth in the win-
ter before budbreak and shoot
growth begins in the spring. If you
plant too late in the season, you will
have missed that root growth win-
dow and your newly planted seedling
will grow lots of new foliage without
enough root mass to support its
water needs. Plant as soon as possi-
ble after your site is prepared and in
good condition for planting.

#5: Neglect. If you’re relying on
non-chemical weed control, you’ll
want to revisit your site for the first
maintenance sooner than you think,
or you may not be able to find your
seedlings! Time your herbicide treat-
ments carefully during the first year
to optimize weed response and mini-
mize damage to seedlings. Consult
the Forestry chapter of the PNW

Weed Management Handbook for
guidance.

Now, I’m expecting someone to
respond to this article telling me
about the time they got behind
schedule and planted the only
seedlings they could get their hands
on in the middle of May after they
had sat neglected behind the barn
for three weeks, and then they didn’t
get around to spraying that year
and lo and behold, they all survived
and are doing great! (It’s like those
of us that were kids before the
1980’s, without being strapped into
car seats or bike helmets!) I’ve heard
stories like this before. And with
some luck, this could happen to
you. But why take chances? Treat
the next generation of your forest as
you would the next generation of
your family, and at least you’ll have
the peace of mind that you’ve done
everything you could to get them off
to a good start in life.

For more tips on successful tree
planting, refer to The Care and Plant-
ing of Tree Seedlings on Your Wood-
land or the even more thorough
Guide to Reforestation in Oregon. ■

Five Ways to Abuse Your Tree Seedlings (and how to avoid them)

T

A balmy sunny day might entice you outdoors, but it’s not ideal weather for tree
planting. 
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AMY GROTTA & BRAD WITHROW-
ROBINSON, OSU Forestry & Natural
Resources Extension

e have certainly experienced
some significant drought con-

ditions lately. Stressed and dying
trees are showing up all around the
Willamette Valley, with concern that
this could lead to beetle outbreaks
and still more trees killed. Is it time
to throw in the towel, cut your loss-
es (so to speak) and just salvage
everything that is looking poorly?
Maybe, maybe not. The decision
needs to be considered carefully,
weighing individual sites and stand
conditions along with your objec-
tives for your property. Anybody
considering a salvage harvest needs to
look before they leap.

As we’ve discussed several times
over the past few years, 2013-2015
were hard drought years and we
continue to see the cumulative
effects on our trees. Many trees,
conifers in particular, have dead
tops or have died outright. Since
drought symptoms typically take a

season or two to be expressed, what
showed up this year is a result of
damage from 2015. So far 2016 is
proving to be a more normal year,
though it remains to be seen how
the fall and winter will play out. If
we continue to get decent rainfall
then we should start to see new
damage taper off, but it’s too early
to tell.

Beetles are a concern and both
Extension and ODF have been get-
ting plenty of calls about this. Yes,
bark beetles have been more active
in the Valley this year in drought-
stressed stands. We expect this since
beetles make their living off of dying
trees, and are often seen more as a
symptom than a cause of problems.
Having drought stressed trees does
not automatically mean bark beetles
will come find them. And there are
several types of bark beetles, some
more damaging than others.

That said, if you have trees that
suffered partial damage a year or
two ago, and then died completely
this year, it is worth taking a closer
look on these and surrounding live

trees for signs and symptoms of
bark beetles such as pitch streams,
frass, and fading crowns on live
trees. Fact sheets from the Oregon
Department of Forestry on the
Douglas-fir beetle and the fir
engraver will help you. If you see
something of concern you can con-
tact the ODF Forest Health experts
or your OSU Extension Agent for
help (for backyard trees, call a certi-
fied arborist). Where there are sig-
nificant numbers of beetles,
landowners will be looking to sani-
tize their stands by removing infest-
ed trees before new adults emerge
next spring.

This is where you want to exercise
caution and be wary of door knock-
ers.

Regrettably there is a history of
shady operators approaching
landowners telling them one story
or another about their trees dying or
markets disappearing and encourag-
ing them to harvest trees “before it
is too late”. It is invariably tied to
an offer to take care of the problem
for them. Unfortunately, the land-
scape is littered with stories of folks
who have accepted those offers and
sold off some timber they had not
otherwise intended to sell, often for
much less than it was worth.

We are aware of a number of
small woodland owners in the Valley
having received unsolicited offers to
buy their timber as a way to miti-
gate drought damage. The “buyers”
warn of all the trees damaged by
drought being killed by beetles and
being lost unless harvested, and
encouraging people to sell and get
some value before everything dies.

Unsolicited offers to buy timber
are nothing new to small woodland
owners, and we always advise to be
wary of them. But this seems like a
time to be particularly cautious.

An unsolicited buyer offering to
assess the health of your trees for
you is a clear conflict of interest and

What to do about those Drought-damaged Trees?

W

Since our founding in 1953,
Woodland Management
has served Northwest forest
landowners.  Discover the
benefits of a lifetime of
experience.  Call Jim Wick
at Woodland.

503-654-2221 Phone
503-654-2224 Fax

jim@woodlandmgmt.com
P.O. Box 26
Lake
Oswego,
OR 97034
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a definite red flag. One outcome
could be the buyer exaggerating the
potential for future loss, thereby
convincing you to sell healthy trees
you had no intention to log or to
accept a lower price for the timber
than you’d like (claiming that it’s
“better than nothing”). Have a third
party help you evaluate damage and
if you think you want to proceed
with salvage or sanitation harvest,
move ahead as recommended with
any harvest and seek bids from dif-
ferent operators.

You should realize that nobody
knows the fate of these trees with
any certainty.  Drought conditions
may be winding down, or may stick
around for a while yet. Both choic-
es—wait and see or do some pre-
emptive salvage—involve risks that
you need weigh. Don’t be driven by
speculative claims about the trees
dying, and do not panic. One or two
beetle-killed trees in a stand is not
an uncommon event and not a cer-
tain epidemic in the making. The
decision to salvage needs to be well-

timed and well-planned. Starting the
job and then not finishing before
beetles emerge in spring, or not

properly dealing with slash, can
make matters worse instead of bet-
ter. Applying pheromone caps is
another option to protect healthy
trees if beetle-infested material can-
not be removed in a timely manner.

So, suppose that you’ve done
your homework and decide that sal-
vaging drought-damaged or insect-
damaged trees is in your best inter-
est and meets your property objec-
tives. You still have some due dili-
gence to take care of. Get bids and
ask the logger for references, go see
his past jobs and talk with people
who worked with him. Contact
ODF to find out if there are any
past violations, or the Association
of Oregon Loggers for information
on their credentials. Finally, insist
on a written contract. Consult these
publications for more guidance:
Small Scale Harvesting for Wood-
land Owners and Contracts for
Woodland Owners. ■

PHOTO BY KARA SHAW

Group mortality of Douglas-fir in May 2015. Douglas-fir beetle was found in all
these trees. 

GOES WELL WITH ANY FOREST

Support the CCFFA Scholarship Fund

Contact any CCFFA Board Member or
Tim Dahl at tdahl@ccffa-oswa.org

$25 INCLUDES DELIVERY



Clackamas County Farm Forestry Assoc., Inc.
P.O. Box 783
Molalla, OR 97038

CCFFA SPRING 2017 CALENDAR
Wed Feb 15, 3:30pm-5:00pm, Starker Lecture
Series–Recreation in the Forests: Finding a
Healthy Balance, La Sells Stewart Center-C&E
Hall, Corvallis

Sat Feb 18, 9:00am-3:00pm, Home Protec-
tion and Fuels Reduction Workshop, Hopkins
Demonstration Forest

Thu Feb 23 thru Sat Feb 25, All day Oregon
Logging Conference, Eugene

Wed Mar 1, 8:30am-10:30am, Web Learning
Series: Silviculture Alternatives for the
Pacific NW

Wed Mar 8, 3:30pm-5:00pm Starker Lecture
Series–Recreation in the Forests: Finding a
Healthy Balance, La Sells Stewart Center,
Corvallis

Wed Mar 8, 7:00pm-9:00pm CCFFA Board
Meeting, Forest Hall, Hopkins Demonstration
Forest

Sat Mar 11, 8:00am-12:00pm Weyerhauser
Seedling Sale, Weyerhaeuser Aurora Forest
Nursery

Sat Mar 11, 8:30am-4:00pm Community
Forestry Day, learn by doing! Hopkins
Demonstration Forest

Wed Mar 15, 8:30am-10:30am Web Learning
Series: Silviculture Alternatives for the
Pacific NW

Wed Mar 22, 8:30am-10:30am Web Learning
Series: Silviculture Alternatives for the
Pacific NW

Sat Mar 25, All day Tree School Clackamas,
Clackamas Community College

Tue Mar 28 thru Thu Mar 30, All day Mass
Timber Conference–Forest to Frame, Oregon
Convention Center

Sat Apr 8, 8:30am-4:00pm, Community
Forestry Day, learn by doing! Hopkins
Demonstration Forest

Wed Apr 12, 3:30pm-5:00pm, Starker Lecture
Series–Recreation in the Forests: Finding a
Healthy Balance, La Sells Stewart Center,
Corvallis

Thu Apr 13, 6:00pm-9:00pm, CCFFA Annual
Meeting, Old Spaghetti Factory, Clackamas

Tue Apr 18 and Wed Apr 19, All day Review-
ing a Timberland Appraisal for Accuracy and
Credibility, Holiday Inn Portland I-5 S
(Wilsonville)

Wed May 10, 7:00pm-9:00pm, CCFFA Board
Meeting, Forest Hall, Hopkins Demonstration
Forest

Sat May 13, 8:30am-4:00pm, Community
Forestry Day, learn by doing! Hopkins
Demonstration Forest

Wed May 17, 9:00am-10:00pm, Starker
Lecture Series–Recreation in the Forests:
Finding a Healthy Balance, TBA

Sat Jun 10, 8:30am-4:00pm, Community
Forestry Day, learn by doing! Hopkins
Demonstration Forest

Check our website at www.ccffa-oswa.org for more information

A BALANCED APPROACH

Forest stewardship for 
productivity and diversity

FSC Trademark © 1996 Forest Stewardship Council A.C. 
• SCS-FM/COC- 00062GN

These forests have been
independently certified
as well managed.
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Pamela Hines, Office Manager
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