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Greetings OSWA members, families and friends;      Summer 2020,    August, Sept, October 

 

It was a long time coming but summer is here!  The tomatoes are putting it on, now, finally and the 
leaders on the Ponderosas are the longest in years.  
  
In my little corner of paradise, sometimes I feel that the most important thing I do, or can be doing is making 
wildlife observations.  It tells me a lot about humanity, like the other day when there were three buck deer 
just across the road from our garden. There were two pretty big bucks, one slightly larger and then a third 
one smaller than the others.  For no apparent reason the biggest one reared up and kicked the next one, who, 
knowing exactly what to do, walked over and kicked the smaller one.  
 
The creek has more water than other years, and although the advantage is dwindling, we have had a lot of 
water in the ground this spring.  Last year’s planting of Coastal Redwoods all look good without any 
mortality.   
 
I’ve been talking to some of our OSWA members and other folks in our community and finding all sorts of 
interesting new angles on things.  I’ve asked folks to contribute to this newsletter since we aren’t planning 
any in-person outings or meetings, and have come up with some interesting stuff.  Next, please read a 
shortened article by our Pat Wheeler, that originally appeared in the Quarterly Bark of chapters to the south 
of us; 
 
Native Bees in Our Forests?     
The Oregon Department of Agriculture has a long historical involvement with the study of pollinators 
(especially bees) that play an important role in successful production of food.  More recently, various 
agencies involved in promoting healthy and productive forests have also started looking at the role native 
bees (not honey bees) play in Oregon forests.  At first, I was skeptical of this new interest because Oregon 
forests are predominantly Douglas-fir, a tree that is wind pollinated and does not need an insect pollinator. 
Now after, two years of volunteer work for the Oregon Bee Atlas and two years of sampling and identifying 
native bees on our 150-acre forest property in Benton County, I am a believer in the presence (if not the 
established importance) of native bees in our forests.  
 
The best time to look for bees is April - August on calm, warm days. Bees are most abundant in young, open 
canopy forests and along edges and roads of older closed canopy forests.  The best place to look is any 
flowering plant, shrub or tree especially in open areas and along road edges.  Another place to look is low 
over bare ground (where cuckoo bees are looking for some other bee’s nests where they can leave their 
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eggs.)  You may also see pencil size holes in bare ground (these are bee nest entrances). 
 
Four bees found on our forest property include the western forest mason bee (Osmia nemoris), Titus’ 
Lasioglossum (Lasioglossum titusi), the brown-winged furrow bee (Halictus farinosus), and the yellow-face 
bumble bee (Bombus vosnesenskii). 
 
Osmia nemoris is a beautiful metallic blue bee, with white hairs.  It is a cavity nester and probably uses old 
blackberry stems and old teasel stems on our property.  Flowers visited include: teasel, blackberry, 
dandelion, mule’s ear, Nootka rose, and clover. 
 
Lasioglossum titusi and Halictus farinosus are both black sweat bees with gray-white or yellow hairs and 
they are ground nesters.  On our property L. titusi visits dandelions, vetch, Oxeye daisies, Mariposa lilies and 
Oregon grape. H. farinosus visits Oxeye daisies, blackberry, and Mule’s ear. 
 
Bombus vosnesenskii queens appear early in the year. Like other bumble bees, they can raise their body 
temperature by shivering and are thus more independent of air temperature than other bees.  On our property 
B. vosnesenkii visits snowberry, Mule’s ear and self-heal. 
 
To learn more about native bees in Oregon, I highly recommend four video lectures posted on the Oregon 
Bee Atlas website under the menu The Wild World of Bees: 
 
The Oregon Bee Atlas: Discovering a State’s Bee Fauna 

 

She's a Bad Bee: A Closer Look at Oregon's Kleptoparasites 
 

Bees in the Trees: The Search for Canopy Pollen 

 
Seeing the Forest for the Bees: Pollinator research in managed conifer forests of the Pacific Northwest. 

 

In conclusion, yes there are native bees in the forest habitat, but there are many unanswered questions.  What 
is their ecological role? What resources do they use? Do they benefit the forest? Are the populations stable?  
Stay tuned for more information as the research continues. 

Pat Wheeler, Director, Marion-Polk Chapter 
 

 
Then, an OSWA member of only one year and a relative newcomer to forest management, Bruce Bull 
gives us this great story of what can be done if we can’t get together in person; 
When the student is ready the teacher will Zoom in  
(There are various references for the originator of the Zen-like original, “When the student is ready, the 
teacher will appear.”) 
 
I was excited this spring when a confluence of life events presented me time to take the Basic Woodland 
Management workshop in Dallas. However, like so many things it was cancelled due to COVID-19.  Alas, 
Brad Withrow-Robinson (Forestry and Natural Resources Extension agent for Benton, Linn and Polk 
Counties) and Lauren Grand (Assistant Professor and Extension agent for Lane County) “Zoomed” into the 
rescue, reformatted materials and successfully taught the a 6-part course through socially distanced video 
conferencing.  (Kudos too to others just behind the scenes who supported the effort.) 
 
With existing mastery of subject matter, Brad and Lauren mastered the technology. It really was the next best 
thing to being there in person. Each 90-minute session was filled with useful content (more than this mind 
could absorb), plenty of links to additional resources for more in-depth information, their practical 
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experiences, and answers to our questions. While there was not the opportunity for a field trip, we sometimes 
divided into small groups to learn about the woodland challenges and experiences of our classmates.  The 
very good news is that much of the material from these courses is available online at:  
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/westernwoodlandmanagment/2020/05/13/course-resources/ 
 
Here are just a few things learned by this newbie (new to woodland management—not life!). 
1. Relax. You’re not going to learn all there is and the forest will be there long after you’re gone. 
2. Determine your priority(ies) for your woodlands.  What is most important? E.g., timber production, 
wildlife management, old growth-like characteristics. Your priority(ies) will influence your plan. 
3. START developing a plan, not the perfect plan, something you can modify over time. 
4. Thin trees, thin trees, thin trees. Your priorities should dictate when and how to thin. 
5. There are multiple approaches to some challenges. Slash for example: burn, scatter, biochar, pile (for 
wildlife), etc. Align your approach with your priority(ies). 
6. There are lots and lots of resources out there!  Documents, YouTube videos, organizations, and agencies.  
Many people have dedicated their careers to helping small (and large) woodland owners; all you have to do 
is ask. 
 
I also learned I was fortunate. Last year we had approximately 10-12 acres commercially thinned of 40-year-
old Doug-fir that was planted on 10’ centers. Small acreage, labor intensive thinning in tight forest, and we 
desired minimal impact and damage.  Guy Jones, Inc. out of Dallas agreed to do the job and did great. With 
nothing more than a handshake (I learned I failed to do my due diligence, next time!), they selectively cut 
and thinned 21 loads worth. Plus, I was left with some money in my pocket after the turnkey operation. My 
favorite recollection is when four generations of my family were on lawn chairs in the woods watching as 
they skidded trees to the landing, processed them, and stacked them for loading into the trucks.  
 
Thank you to the professionals this last year that have taught me about engaging and appreciating my 
woodlands.  I am thankful, especially lately, that I can take a mask-free walk through the trees and think 
positively about tomorrow.                      Bruce Bull 
 
This has been a relatively fun newsletter to put together, as there has been lots of help from folks within 
OSWA!  Last winter we had a great presentation at the Independence Library, by Andy Bryant, consulting 
forester and long-time OSWA member.  The presentation was an open-ended discussion of all the things that 
a professional forester has under his hat and how this can be of value to us, the forest landowner.   
 
I called Andy up and asked if he would give us a log-market sort of report, since the coronavirus turned 
everything upside down in March.  I was a lucky logger when I delivered my last load for the winter just 
before the log yards were being shut down and the purchase orders cancelled.  Andy said he wasn’t going to 
divulge any trade secrets but was happy to talk about it and we enjoyed a nice and far-reaching conversation. 
 
When mills and log yards closed in the early stages of our pandemic response, purchase orders were sort of 
thrown out the window with everything else.  It didn’t take long in our well-organized industry however, as 
things fairly steadily came back to working condition and a new set of criteria for everything was developed.  
In April, prices were in the $600/MBF and they have climbed to nearly $800 average and some places 
higher.  We must remember that Andy is a professional at all of this and his work with the landowners, 
loggers and buyers makes or breaks some pretty big deals.  And it is the size of the operations that makes a 
lot of difference now.   
 
Gone is the 5” to 7” profitable sort of the past few years, replaced with a premium on the age-old standard of 
the 12”+ #2mill. The little guy with a couple loads here or there simply takes what he or she can get, but 
really that is how it has been for quite a while.  If you are planning on a larger volume cut, ask around, 
choose one or more mills that sound better than the others and try to negotiate with them.  Then try to re-
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negotiate with them.  And, when you have decided and gotten your purchase order(s), get the job done 
quickly!   
 
From one of our members who purchased a piece of property over at the coast a few years ago, Rick 
Jorgensen and his wife Lucinda, there is this nice breath of coastal ‘aire’, with a good attitude saying; Stay 
active, keep moving on your forest and have fun doing it. 
 
If you’re a woodland owner, whether it be one acre or 100 acres of woodland to manage, we are all very 
lucky to be able to go out into the forest.  Especially during this time of "social distancing".  When my wife 
and I go out to the property to do good hard physical work, and breath the fresh air, it’s like medicine.  It’s 
fun being out in the forest. 
 
This year, besides thinning trees, splitting firewood, keeping the critters (deer & elk), away from newly 
planted trees, we thought we would try something new on our woodland property.  My wife, Lucinda has 
been very interested in the smaller native plants growing in the forest, like horse tails, plantain, dock, wood 
sorrel, self-heal and turkey tail mushrooms, which she turns into balms, teas and other things.  So this past 
spring I ordered some Shiitake mushroom plugs.   
 
The directions say they will grow moderately good on Red Alder logs.  So, I cut some smaller Red Alder 
trees down, cut them into 4-5’ logs.  We took a battery-operated drill and must have drilled about 1,000 
small holes in the logs where we inserted the Shiitake mushroom plug Spawn.  These are plugs, about the 
size and shape of a .22 bullet, that carry the inoculation.  After pounding the plugs into the logs, we sealed 
them with wax, then set the logs on top of each other in a criss-cross crib fashion.  Now it’s time to wait, and 
let Mother Nature do its thing.  In six to twelve months, we will have some tasty mushrooms. 
 
Luckily for us, Oregon State Extension has an informative article on Shiitake, and at tree school, now on the 
tree school U-tube channel: Making Shiitake Happen.  So far so good, except I was looking at the inoculated 
logs just the other day and noticed some other critter, maybe a wood pecker, was stripping the bark away.  
Oh well, we’re always in for Mother Nature’s little tricks, that’s why we always find the woodland forest so 
interesting.                       Rick Jorgensen 
 
Now for just a few words about our chapter and OSWA in general, thank you for being part of it! 
 
OSWA has been around for quite a while, certainly out-living the visionary’s that started it all back then.  
We’ve had hundreds or thousands of get-togethers of all sorts and in all situations and places, mostly with 
our local county chapters.  Each chapter has its own way of doing things and some like ours span some long 
distances like our two-county chapter east to west.  The directors get together and discuss, plan and provide 
the basics for our events and meetings and we rely on the cooperation of many agencies, departments and 
university branches to help us with materials or venues to do so.  There are great big events like Tree School 
that we hope will happen again next year and there are small things like trips to the Valley of the Giants that 
end up being big, for those that participate.   
Enclosed with this newsletter is a flyer we made up and mailed thousands of a few years ago, trying to attract 
more members.  If you are an outgoing person and know of a dozen places you could place a dozen of them 
LET ME KNOW! (I’m Mark on the letterhead and I’ve got a whole box left) and there isn’t anything that 
really makes them out of date.  We are working on always improving our state-wide oswa.org website and 
some chapter like ours have our own page where we post things like this newsletter.  
 
This is a great time, since we have lots of time spent alone, to think of things we should be doing as a group 
and let one or more of the directors on the letterhead know your thoughts! 
 


