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Greetings OSWA members, families and friends;     Fall/Winter 2020,   Nov., Dec., Jan. 21 
 

Out of the page I hope to reach you with a hearty hello!  As I’m writing, the first more serious rains are 
falling and the fire and smoke season is pretty much behind us.  Having been affected by only the smoke, if 
there are folks in our group that have lands burnt, I and we are sorry and hopeful for you.  If you would like 
to share the experience or just talk it over, please call.  
 
The creek is slowly gaining some volume and the holes are filling in the seasonal stream and as I sit on one 
of the benches along Gold Creek, it looks almost spring-like with the newly greened-up mosses.  But it is 
fall, after more than two seasons lost, it seems, since our country and communities have been able to function 
normally.  Here and there a wedding or a small get together, nervously or boldly, masked or not-masked, 
mostly just driving around in our private quarantine-mobiles.  So what do we do with an association like 
ours, whose function at least in our chapter is to get together and do things?  Well, let’s get together safely! 
 
Brief discussions among our directors and friends, emails exchanged and here and there an actual meeting 
between two or three consenting and conscious OSWA members have hatched a simple plan for a couple of 
things we might do.  Some other chapters are also starting up events of sorts, which you may find in your 
Benton/Linn/Lane/Lincoln Quarterly Bark.  Both of these events are essentially outside and folks are asked 
to only come if they are comfortable, satisfied that all precautions have been taken and they are personally 
responsible for their continued health.   
 
The simplest to do is a wet-weather trip to the Valley of the Giants.  Those that wish to go on this trip will be 
starting and staying in their own vehicles, no carpooling and no ride-share.  Since it is wet and hunting 
season, the fire danger is next to nill and the gates will be open for ease-of-travel.   
 
The second and last event for this quarter will be a limited-space, RSVP event for the first 6 people.  If more 
want to participate then the next Saturday will also be scheduled, for 6, and so on.  This is less of an event 
than an opportunity to make something useful.  The title is “Carving, Sculpting, Shaping, in Wood and Other 
Materials”.     
 
So, let’s set some dates, times and directions for these two events to occur.  The Valley of the Giants (VOG) 
is a wonderful place that our chapter has taken tours of on several occasions.  It is a long way from 
civilization and a long way on rough logging roads, but it is worth it according to everyone I have talked to 
that has been.  It is in the middle of the coast range in a rain pocket that gets some 180 inches each year 
(some sites say over 200) and occurs 4 out of 5 days throughout the year. We must be ready for rain, slippery 
trails and astounding beauty.  Perhaps it won’t be raining.  See this site for information you can refer to;  
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https://www.blm.gov/visit/valley-of-the-giants-ona 
 
We will meet 9 am on Saturday November 14 at the roadside wide spot where the Falls City Hwy takes off 
from Hwy 223, about 4.5 miles south of Dallas.  We will keep our personal distances and establish our 
caravan of vehicles, leaving when no more folks seem to be joining us and we hope to leave no-one behind 
so be on time!  From here it will take us about 1.5 hours, or more, to reach the VOG and we will not be high-
balling it.  When we get to the VOG we will keep comfortable distances, respect each other’s space, not steal 
anyone’s lunch and go about enjoying the beautiful place.  Folks are welcome to leave the party when they 
want to, driving out solo, but as a group we will spend about 2 hours there before the caravan reverses course 
and heads back home.  IF THERE IS AN EMERGENCY of any kind, speak up!  While we will be acting 
independently, we are a cohesive group and wish nothing but a pleasant time for all and will see to it that the 
best possible outcome occurs, within our abilities.  Let’s all have masks along, sturdy shoes, rain gear….   
 
And how quickly neighbors can change in forest ownership!  Last time we went to the Valley of the Giants, 
about 8 years ago, it was Hancock that we got the keys from.  Now, though the gates are open since we are 
out of fire season and ‘the hunt’ is on, it is Weyerhaeuser that I got permission from.  The land behind our 
place has had 4 industrial landowners in the 47 years we have owned ours. Doesn’t seem right. 
 
On Saturday November 21 and each Saturday after that if there are more than 6 people interested, we will 
have the “Carving, Sculpting, Shaping, in Wood and Other Materials” session(s).  We will be wearing face 
masks for the dust, but also for our COVID protection.  Our project will be for everyone to carve and shape 
an Ash wood handle for a tool (with a broken handle) that you each will bring.  Some are bigger and tougher 
to shape, like for a Mattock, while some are detailed and exacting as for a hatchet.  The Ash wood material 
will be supplied as will most tools and abrasives to finish each handle.  You may not finish in the time 
available, but will have direction and encouragement to do so at home.  The session will be led by Mark 
Havel, your chapter president but also a professional industrial sculptor of 30+ years.  Please see: 
www.haveldesigns.com for a gallery of some of the past projects. We will all understand shaping with 
different devices, the principles of sanding finishes and the beauty and function of wood grain.  Some 
innovative tool use and applications will make sense once we try them and you may find yourself buying a 
tool or two once you see their usefulness.  RSVP at 503-876-2197 as soon as you get this newsletter and 
think you may want to try this.  Driving directions and other important things will be relayed during those 
calls.  The session will be held primarily outdoors, under the considerable overhang of the sawmill building 
you may have seen if you have been to a tour or event at Mark’s place before.  But, there will also be a fire in 
the stove and some of the steps will be indoors on certain machines or tools, so dress accordingly but you 
need not get cold or wet.  
 
During this COVID time, I have had the great pleasure of speaking with some of our members and even 
meeting in person with a few.  This is the best part of an association I believe, as we have similar interests 
while we may have entirely different viewpoints.  The friendship shines through and I want to shout out to 
my friends Don Duhrkopf and his wife Bettie, Larry and Diana Blair, and Bruce and Robbin Bull, three 
OSWA families I have had the pleasure of meeting with in person during the last few weeks and months. 
 
For those of you that have been impacted by the fires directly, or by the COVID situation personally or in 
your family, and would like to write about it for our association newsletter, we would welcome that.  Or if 
you have researched the ways to get help from any agency or group of agencies, could you share that with 
us?  As we are mostly ‘related’ or joined by interest in our forestlands and perhaps generational transfer and 
management techniques, we can nearly always benefit from a conversation or discussion of how we are 
affected or dealing with various situations.  Last quarter we had 3 samples of member viewpoints and this is 
a request of you to participate too.  Please call 503-876-2197 or email vmakhavel@gmail.com with your 
suggested topic or possibly already-written description of a situation or solution. 
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