
The OSWA Update - May 5, 2020

OSWA Members, 

We have a few major updates/announcements for you today.

On May 5th, the OSWA Board had a conference call and discussed, among other things, the
outlook for OSWA activities and events planned for 2020, in light of the Coronavirus. As you 
would expect, the risks associated with the Coronavirus will impact every decision. Member 
safety is the most important factor. At the same time, OSWA will continue to provide 
members with the membership benefits you enjoy and expect, but the delivery in 2020 will 
come with a different process.  

The Governor recently announced the Coronavirus closures in Oregon that were to expire 
on May 7th have now been extended until July 7th. Some regions of the state can slowly 
open up some activities, but in general social distancing and safety precautions will be left in
place. When things do begin to open up, it will be in phases. Phase One does allow 
gathering of up to 10 people and Phase Two does allow gatherings of up to 50 people, but it 
is unlikely Oregon will move into Phase Three in 2020 and Phase Two may or may not 
happen anytime soon. When one takes into consideration that in every re-opening phase, 
high risk individuals need to be extra cautious, OSWA will need to do business in 2020 
differently to create membership benefits.   

Here is a summary of our 2020 planning, at this time, in conjunction with our partners, 
Oregon Tree Farm System (OTFS), OSU Extension, Oregon Forest Resource Institute 
(OFRI), Oregon Forest and Industries Council (OFIC), and Department of Forestry (ODF).  

Tree Schools

Partnership for Forestry Education (PFE), of which OSWA and OTFS are members as set 
up a series of educational webinars on Tuesday's that present information one would get 
from an OSU Extension Tree School. OSU Extension, OFRI, and ODF have taken the lead 
in setting these up these educational webinars and they are scheduled to run through July or
longer.  One can access the agenda and registration information on knowyourforest.org. 
Members are encouraged to investigate these programs and participate in those of 
interest.  

OSWA Annual Membership Meeting 

The planned OSWA Annual Meeting on July 23, 24, and 25 and the backup dates of August 
20, 21, and 22 have now been cancelled. OSWA has reserved a spot at the Oregon Garden 
in Silverton on Friday November 13th, the day before the OTFS planned Annual Meeting if a
face to face event could be done safely. The board will meet again sometime before July 7th
to evaluate the status of the Coronavirus in Oregon. At that time a decision about an annual 
meeting will likely be made. OSWA does have some official business to conduct each year 
at an annual membership meeting, but that could be done in a webinar meeting. All options 
are being evaluated with a decision in a couple of months when we know more about what 
to expect with the Coronavirus. 



Neighbor to Neighbor (N2N) Woods Tours 

There will be no face to face N2N woods tours in 2020. OSWA did receive a grant from 
OFRI to conduct six educational events, like a N2N woods tour. OSWA is working with 
chapters wishing to host a woods tour to develop a woods tour video that could be used in a 
webinar presentation. The videos will focus on specific forestry topics just like N2N tours do. 
A Q&A could be included following the video presentation. They can be promoted through 
the PFE and other partners. This is a work in progress. Once ready, we will publicize the 
webinars and try to use them as potential membership recruitment tools, like N2N tours are. 

Landscape Management Planning tool

OTFS in partnership with OSWA received a grant from American Forest Foundation (AFF) to
develop a forest mapping tool to assist landowners in preparing maps of their property and 
gaining a lot of basic information about their forest. We have partnered with EcoTrust who 
has developed what they call Land Mapper where a landowner can enter their county parcel 
number and automatically have a series of maps with information about their property. This 
will be a great tool for members wishing to learn more about their property, prepare a forest 
management plan, or improve their current forest management plan. It was OSWA's intent 
to showcase this tool at our July Annual meeting. EcoTrust was planning to demonstrate 
Land Mapper at Tree School in March, but now will be part of the Tree School webinar 
series. OSWA and OTFS are looking into ways to inform members about this new tool and 
also reach out to non-members to interest them in both organizations. The Partnership for 
Forestry Education will be meeting in May to plan a promotional program for Land Mapper 
linked to Oregon's Uniform Management Plan template.  You will hear more about this as it 
develops.  

Legislative and Board of Forestry Representation

As we all know, the 2020 legislature did not finish all of its business. A special session is 
needed to pass important and needed legislation. There have been rumors of maybe in May
and maybe in June, but there has not been any clear message about if and when it will 
happen. OSWA continues to monitor this issue and will be ready to become engaged when 
and if the special session happens. There are unresolved legislation we favored and 
opposed that we will monitor if they are included or exclude in a special session.  The Board 
of Forestry continues to meet through a webinar process to conduct their business. OSWA is
monitoring several issues on the board's 2020 agenda and will continue to be engaged with 
stakeholder meetings within ODF and represent the interests of Oregon's family forest 
owners.  OSWA will continue to communicate with our natural resource allies. 

Chapter events

Chapters have cancelled or delayed their face to face events and are working to use Zoom 
or Webinar programs to do chapter business. The American Forest Foundation has loaned 
OTFS and OSWA their licensed Webex program to conduct webinar meetings in 2020 
because the Coronavirus precludes us from face to face options. Chapters are planning 
Zoom or webinar meetings to keep their membership informed as well as newsletters.  



Publications 

OSWA will continue to keep members informed about topics of interest in our quarterly 
newsletter, NW Woodlands magazine, and email blasts. . The next newsletter will be 
delivered in late May or early June and NW Woodland magazines are scheduled for May, 
August, and November.    

Jeremy and I will continue to work from home and stop by the office weekly to check mail 
and conduct OSWA business. The office phone transfers to Jeremy's cell phone when there 
is no one at the office. We are both on duty, five days per week. Do not hesitate to reach out 
by phone or email with any questions or concerns. We hope everyone stays healthy and 
safe and we look forward for things to get back to normal which we know it eventually will, 
hopefully sooner than later. 

Unsubscribing from these emails

I receive many requests from individuals receiving these OSWA Updates and OSWA 
Legislative Updates, many of these requests are for you to be removed from the Updates. 
Below the email, you will see a link labeled as "SafeUnsubscribe", please click this link if you
would like to no longer receive these emails.

Stay Healthy, and feel free to reach out to Jeremy or me with any questions that you might 
have. 

Thanks,

Sincerely,

Jim James
Executive Director
Oregon Small Woodlands Association


