VOLUME 24, ISSUE 3

July, 2018

Statewide Plan
for Emerald Ash Borer
by Wyatt Williams, ODF Invasive SpeciesSpecialist

The State of Oregon is preparing for
the arrival of an invasive tree-killing
insect, the emerald ash borer, after
finalizing a statewide plan now
available to the public and local
governments. Although the exotic
insect has killed over 100 million trees
in the U.S. since its detection in 2002,
it has never been documented in
Oregon, although its arrival seems
eminent. The new statewide plan
includes a risk assessment to the
state, methods of early detection, and
a plan for quarantine and
communication if the insect were to
arrive. Officials from Oregon
Department of Agriculture, the Oregon
Department of Forestry, City of
Portland, City of Corvallis, Oregon
State University, and the U.S.
Department of Agriculture led the
planning effort, with funding provided
in part by the U.S. Forest Service.
Input was gathered from a large
Advisory Committee of nearly 45member institutions.

and has since spread to over 30
states, despite efforts by regulators to
contain it. It has caused so much tree
mortality that the Union for
Conservation of Nature has declared
five U.S. ash species as “Critically
Endangered.”

“It is really good to have all agencies
on board to plan for what is shaping to
be a big problem facing our wild ash
forests as well as our urban ash
trees,” said Wyatt Williams, the
Invasive Species Specialist for the
Oregon Department of Forestry.
Thought to have hitchhiked on
international shipping material, the
emerald ash borer, or EAB, first
started killing ash trees in Michigan

“Like fighting wildfire, it is best to
detect EAB and other invasive species
quickly, before the situation gets out of
hand,” said Williams. Officials from
the Oregon Departments of Forestry
and Agriculture, as well as the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, have
surveyed the state for EAB since 2006
and have never detected the insect.
That may quickly change pending a
possible revision of a federal law later
this year that would de-regulate
commodities associated with emerald
ash borer.
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Emerald ash borer, or EAB, can have
profound effects on ecosystems,
especially since its main food source,
ash trees, are found in riparian areas.
Losing ash trees in these systems can
have cascading effects on stream
temperatures and other plants and
animals that depend on ash for
habitat. Within Oregon’s communities,
removing dead or dying urban ash
trees could cost local governments
and landowners millions of dollars as
well as losses in property values.

....this exotic species has killed
over 100 million trees in the US
since its detection in 2002........

With development of a statewide plan,
Oregon joins Idaho as one of the few
western states that are preparing its
communities and citizens for the
arrival of this tree pest. The statewide

plan for EAB, which was facilitated
through the Oregon Invasive Species
Council, can be found at
www.OregonEAB.info.
More information on identifying EAB
can be found through Oregon State
University’s “Oregon Forest Pest
Detector Program”. (http://
pestdetector.forestry.oregonstate.edu/)
To report a suspect invasive species,
visit the state’s Invasive Species
Online Hotline (https://
oregoninvasiveshotline.org/).

Forest Health
Conference--Day 2
--by Wylda Cafferata

Conference Proceedings can be
found online at Forest Health
Conference presentations.
Forest Health Conference
Proceedings can be found online at
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/
foresthealth/presentations/
Fire in Oregon
Chris Dunn and Garrett Meigs of OSU
began the fire section of the Forest
Health in Oregon Conference by
reminding the audience that fires take
place within the context of climate
change. The winter of 2017 was wet
(continued p. 2)
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but warm, and the summer hot and
dry. The Eagle Creek fire at 48,000
acres had huge economic impact and
a dramatic social response. Chris
showed a video of an aerial view of
the post-fire landscape showing how
the fire burned patches of forest and
left others intact, with 58% of the land
suffering a low impact and 30% a
high. By contrast, the Chetko Bar fire
burned 195,000 acres with only
moderate statewide social response,
even though there was high economic
impact and approximately the same
ratio of low and high impact to the
forest. He showed historic pictures of
the landscape as lightly forested, and
reminded land managers that we live
in a fire-prone environment and need
to adapt our expectations.
Eastside Fire
Andrew Merschel, from OSU’s
College of Forestry discussed what
has been learned about fire history on
the Eastside by studying data from
tree growth rings. Prior to 1900, fire
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was much more prevalent in both pine
stands and grand fir/Douglas-fir
stands, but it was lower in severity.
After 1900, stands of all types were
denser and burned hotter and with
more severity. James Johnson, also
from OSU, provided the audience with
a specific example of these changes
from a collaborative study on the
Malheur National Forest. Historically
dry ponderosa sites had an 11-18
year fire frequency and mixed grand
fir/pine stands had a 12-21 year fire
frequency. The study seeks to restore
the historical structure by removing
the grand fir. Questions from the
audience centered on whether or not
such restoration was optimal for forest
health given climate change.

drivers affecting regeneration. He
has found the amount of refugia
(places that burn less frequently or
severely than surrounding forest) on
the land matters. The distance to
seed source is important, but he
found no correlation between amount
of shrub coverage and tree
regeneration.

Kayla Johnson, a wildland firefighter
with the US Forest Service and a
Masters student at OSU, discussed a
similar study in the Metolius Research
Natural Area and stressed currently
we are losing our large trees to fire
faster than we are growing them, and
that we need to consider historical
conditions to manage for the future.

Lisa Ellsworth, a research professor
of Fire and Habitat Ecology in OSU’s
Department of Fisheries and Wildlife,
is studying post-fire recovery in old
growth, plantation, and salvagelogged mixed conifer stands. She
noted that differing management
objectives resulted in changes in
patterns of recovery, with examples
from The Warner Creek fire and the
Apple fire.

Will Downing, a former Hotshot and
smoke jumper, and a current OSU
Master's student, completed the
session by discussing the recovery of
stands in the Blue Mountains after
fire. The concern is that the stands
just return to brush; his study
quantifies regeneration and identifies
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Westside Fire
Garrett Meigs opened the session
with a discussion of the importance
fire refugia in late-successional
forests. He emphasized that not all
refugia are equal. They result from
various site-conditions; and, when
studying maps of forest composition
and density, fire is only one variable.

Chris Dunn reminded land owners
that fire does not abide by ownership
boundaries, and discussed the risk of
(continued p. 7)

Order Seedlings Now
As a result of good log prices in recent
years, harvests have been robust.
This has resulted in high demand for
reforestation seedlings.

OSU Extension Online Calendars
Benton, Linn, and Polk Counties events:
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/benton/forestry/events
Sign up for the Compass and Needle mailing list
to receive an email notice when an event is scheduled.
Contact Jody Einerson:
jody.einerson@oregonstate.edu
541-766-6750

Order seedlings now!

Lane County events:
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/lane/upcoming-classes-events
Contact Lauren Grand:
lauren.grand@oregonstate.edu
541-579-2150

Upcoming Events

Benton County Annual Social Picnic: Friday, July 27, 5:30 pm, Nancy
Hathaway & Greg Peterson Tree Farm. See info p. 10.
Lane County Board Meeting: Saturday, August 4, 12-4 pm. See info p.
4.
Plant Nutrition in Forestry: Saturday, September 15, Mark Gourley,
Starker Forest. 8 am. See info p. 10.
2014 Ice Damage Revisited: Tuesday, September 18, Gary Springer,
Starker Forest. See info p. 10.
Valley of Giants Tour: Saturday, September 22, Lincoln County SWA.
RSVP to OSU Extension Office, 541-547-6534 or Judy Pelletier at
judyp2530@gmail.com. See info p. 9.
Society of American Foresters Annual Convention: October 3-7.
Portland, Oregon.
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Lane County Chapter News
President's Update
Summer 2018 - The arrival of
summer finds us finishing up planning
for, and holding, OSWA’s 2018
annual meeting, June 29 – June 30 at
the Holiday Inn Springfield. By the
time you have received this
newsletter, OSWA’s annual meeting
will be over. We are expecting a very
successful event with around 150
attendees. The Eugene Springfield
area is fortunate to be a hub for the
Forest Products Industry, with many
mills in the area, and highly
productive forest lands surrounding
the community. Attendees will have
received a very positive experience
with forest markets and managing
forest lands.
A special thanks goes out to Laura
Grand, Lane County’s OSU extension
forester. She held Lane County’s
most recent Tree School, on June 2
at Pleasant Hill High School. Lane
County has not had a Tree School for
over five years. Lauren did an
outstanding job putting together the
event. Well attended, the event
provided attendees information on
managing their forests, the Oregon’s
Forest Practice Act, forest diseases
and pests, mortality, water issues-and a great lunch.

by Gary Jensen

scheduled, but is looking into another
tree farm tour.

......consider serving on the
Board of Forestry....

represent small woodland owners. If
you have an interest in serving on the
Board of Forestry you should
consider contacting Oregon State
Boards and Commissions, Executive
Appointments Office at 503
378-2317.
OSWA Membership

Another issue of concern to OSWA is
the membership of the Board of
Forestry. The governor has yet to
make an appointment. With the board
resignation of Gary Springer, a small
woodlands owner and professional
forester, the board of forestry lacks
representation from forestland owners
and particularly small woodland
owners. LCSWA has voiced its
concern over this lack of
representation and sent a letter to
Governor Brown requesting she fill
the open board seat with someone
who has a similar background as
Gary Springer. The Governor’ s
response was very vague: “The
Governor seeks to appoint
knowledgeable individuals with a
history of thoughtful collaboration, and
seeks candidates from many
stakeholder organizations”. It is
questionable if these criteria would

Lane County
Information

Lane County has seen a slight
decline from 2017. I would like to
encourage all to renew their
membership. We all receive many
benefits from membership in OSWA,
and I encourage you to pay and
submit your dues back to OSWA as
soon as possible. Also take the time
to invite a neighbor to join.
Lane County Ext. Forester:
Lauren Grand--can be reached at:
996 Jefferson St., Eugene, OR 97402
541-579-2150,
lauren.grand@oregonstate
Next quarterly Board Meeting:
Saturday, Aug 4, 12-4 pm. ODF,
West Lane, Veneta.
Take care and enjoy your forest. We
look forward to seeing you at
LCSWA’s upcoming events.u

Currently, LCSWA has no fall events

Lane County Chapter
Board of Directors
Gary Jensen, President
treegary@aol.com
Dick Beers, Vice President
rbeers2606@comcast.net
Mike Atkinson, Treasurer
1964coyote1963@gmail.com
Tom Bauman
insayga@peak.org
Wylda Cafferata
cafferat@msn.com
Jim Christian
christmastreeland@yahoo.com
Rick Olson
rolson2@attglobal.net
Alan Peterson
541-746-3929
Chuck Volz chuckvolz67@gmail.com

NOW BUYING
Douglas-ﬁr, Hem-Fir Logs, Timber & Timberland,
as well as Oregon Forest Biomass
CONTACT

Logs/Land/Timber: Greg Willie gwillie@senecasawmill.com
Oﬃce 541-461-6259 Cell 541-915-0631
Biomass: Kevin Tuers ktuers@senecasawmill.com
Oﬃce 541-461-6242 Cell 541-913-2143
Post Oﬃce Box 851, Eugene, Oregon. 97440
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Recent Awards
Lincoln County
Tim Miller
Volunteer of the Year
by Peter Bregman

The Lincoln County Chapter Board of
Directors has nominated Tim Miller as
the 2018 Volunteer of the Year.

Mike and Connie Atkinson

Tim’s service to the OSWA chapter
and the Oregon Farm Bureau as a
spokesperson for the chapters, and as
a representative for the farm
community has been outstanding.

Mike Atkinson Honored
for Lane County
Forestry Education Volunteer Efforts

We are privileged to have Tim's
assistance in providing critical
information pertaining to the timber
and cattle industry and in dealing with
complicated governmental issues.

On January 26, 2018, Mike Atkinson received the Long-Legged Frog Volunteer
Award, naming him Volunteer of the Year for Forests Today & Forever, an
organization that promotes forestry education in Lane County. Its flagship
program consists of Forest Field Days for middle school students. In 2017, over
1500 middle school students spent a day on a tree farm, learning about timber,
wildlife, soil & water, and recreation.

Tim’s assistance has been important
in many events such as the County
Fair, 4H and water regulation issues,
and he is always willing to help a
neighbor or friend.
Tim was elected Tree Farmer of the
Year in 2016 for our county.
After serving his country in the military
and having retired as a major, Tim
continues the family timber and cattle
operation in Siletz. u

Over the past several years, Mike has devoted countless hours teaching 12-year
olds how to measure a plot and compute the value of timber. Additionally, Mike
and his wife Connie live on and manage their own tree farm, are active members
of their church community. Mike serves the Oregon Tree Farm System as
Inspector Coordinator. He is the Treasurer for Lane County Small Woodlands
Association, and is a Board member of Western Lane Fire Protection District.
Mike’s unflagging energy and support of small woodland owners is an inspiration
to us all. u

Linn County SWA 2018-19 Scholars

Gracie Olson, Daniel Virtue, Kimberly Ortiz
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Mikaela Gosney & Jonah Nicholas

Linn County Chapter News
President's Report
Our Linn County Small Woodlands
Association board has reaffirmed its
interest in partnering with the city of
Sweet Home to build a demonstration
forest at the future city hall. The
Mealey committee will meet with
representatives of the city’s
engineering and planning
departments to discuss how the
partnership could benefit both the city
and the chapter. Robert Mealey, a
Sweet Home resident, was an ardent
advocate for the Willamette Valley
ponderosa pine. The RHM Pine Fund
was established in 1998 with money
from the sale of 600,000 ponderosa
pine seedlings and other seed sales
with the mandate that it go to
education in forestry.
Our chapter is running in the red and
one way to reverse this trend is to
take over the OSWA products sales.
Lee Peterman is heading this project
and has asked for your help. If you
are interested please contact him at
petey711@hotmail.com . All the
profits go to the general fund to help
with our events such as a summer
picnic, the tree farmer of the year tour,
our educational talks, annual meeting,
our web site, and costs to run the
chapter.
The board is in the process of
planning the tree farmer of the year

by Bill Bowling

tour and the annual picnic. The dates
and times will be posted on the web
site, along with minutes of our last
board meeting. Please visit it often for
updates on all chapter events.u

she’s excelling at OSU. She will be
fighting fires for the ODF again this
year because she really enjoyed last
summer’s experiences. She would
“love to shadow a forest engineer to
know what she/he does on a day-today basis.” In his recommendation,
Dr. Jim Kiser, Department of Forest
Engineering, Resources, and
Management says, “Gracie is exactly
the type of student we strive for,
hardworking and taking a professional
--by Katie Kohl
attitude into her assignments and
LCSWA Scholarship Chair
work.”
Such a wondrous year for our five
scholars! After a successful
Kimberly Ortiz, majoring in Forest
2017-2018 year of studies, one of our
Management, appreciates the math,
scholars has graduated, and four of
science, and surveying courses
our scholars are well-deserving of
offered at Umpqua Community
their scholarship renewals:
College and looks forward to OSU’s
more focused forestry courses. She’s
Sophomores: Gracie Olson (Sweet
active in the new Forestry Club and
Home HS -- Dual LBCC/OSU),
has already made “many valuable
Kimberly Ortiz (Scio HS--Dual
connections with people in the forest
UmpquaCC/OSU), and Daniel Virtue
industry.” Professional forester and
(Sweet Home HS--OSU);
an adjunct instructor at UCC, Mark A.
Junior: Jonah Nicholas(Albany HS-Buckbee commended Kimberly as an
OSU);
“outstanding student in my class” and
Graduate: Mikaela Gozney (Central
“the sort of person we want to recruit
Linn HS--OSU) and now a working
into the profession.” Kimberly will
forester!
work again this summer for the Diehl
family in Scio at their tree farm and
Gracie Olson, majoring in Civil/Forest
plans to find an internship next
Engineering, is enthused about her
summer.
forest biology class, along with other
math and science classes in which
Daniel Virtue, majoring in Forest
Engineering, has completed more than
a year’s expectations that include his
AP credits and this year’s 3.84 GPA in
his OSU math and chemistry classes.
He’s looking forward to more of the
forestry classes next year. Last
summer he worked as a wildland
firefighter for the ODF. ODF crew
leader and Wildland Fire Supervisor, ,
Chad Calderwood recommended
Daniel’s “dedication, character and
enthusiasm (that will) enable him to be
an excellent member of (any forestry)
team.” This summer Daniel will be
working with Cascade Timber
Consulting as a Timber Cruiser. He’s
“looking forward to an opportunity to be
a part of the timber industry.”

LCSWA's
2018-2019 Scholars
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Jonah Nicholas, majoring in Forest
Engineering and Civil Engineering,
has established an exceptional rating
in his academic achievements and is
intensely interested in math, science,
and forestry-related classes. This
summer he will prepare for entrance
into the Forest Engineering Profession
School at OSU and is especially
“excited about a potential internship
opportunity to help with the
Department of Forest Engineering,
Resources, and Management in the
research endeavors with the Forest
Measurements and Biometrics Lab.”
He also plans some exciting
adventures such as a 50-mile hike
with his Boy Scout troop. David Craig,
Ed.M., commends Jonah for serving
as a Resident Assistant in one of the
residence halls and for his Eagle
Scout trail project for the USFS at
Highway 20 on High Deck Road,
which informs people about the
forests of Linn County. “Jonah is one
of those rare young people who have
a clear vision of what he wants to do,

and has found a career path that is in
alignment with both his professional
skills and his personal passion.”
Mikaela Gosney earned her OSU
degree, graduating summa cum laude
with a Bachelor of Science in Natural
Resources. Starting Monday after
graduation, she will be doing an
internship with a private forestry
company called Campbell Global.
“My hope is that it turns into
something permanent, but if not it will
still be an amazing experience!” She
has been enthusiastic about
“everything I have studied the past
four years” and is looking forward to
“working in the woods and helping
promote healthy ecosystems.” We
members of LCSWA Scholarships
(Mary and Bob Brendle, Bud
Baumgartner, Sherm Sallee, and Katie
Kohl) appreciate Mikaela for her
personal enthusiasm in all woodland
activities, her 4.0 + GPA , and her
considerate help with our seedling
sales during these last four years. u

Linn County Chapter Officers
President
Vice Pres
Secretary
Treasurer
Past Pres
Director
Director
Director
Director

Bill Bowling
541-791-1370
bill@artisanlight.com
Lee Peterman
541-223-3935
petey711@hotmail.com
Jonathan Christie 503-394-3192
christie@smt-net.com
Shirley Holmberg 541-259-3963
vestis3@gmail.com
Jim Merzenich
541-466-5004
jim@oakbasin.com
Dan Thackaberry 541-258-5422
farmerdan17@gmail.com
Henry Wolthuis
541-367-4764
wolthuis2@comcast.com
Larry Mauter
805-400-8552
osomauter3@att.net
Bonnie Marshall 503-769-6510
bonniem@wvi.com
Standing Committees
Activities
Mary Brendle
541-367-2845
brendle@wildblue.net
TFOY
Joe Holmberg
541-259-3963
praediolum@yahoo.com
Education Fay Sallee
541-451-5322
sksallee@yahoo.com
Seedling SaleBonnie Marshall 503-769-6510
bonniem@wvi.com
Scholarship Katie Kohl
541-451-1734
kohl@proaxis.com
Linn Deputy Rodney David
541-967-3950
rdavid@linnsheriff.or
800-844-3911
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Forest Health
Conference

(continued from p. 2)

both of fire occurring and danger and
difficulty of fighting fire. In the 2013
Douglas Complex fire, for example,
823,891 acres were on BLM land and
650,870 on private land, and
management strategies on BLM land
made fire more likely to escape.
Privately owned lands have more
plantations, with young trees causing
more severe burns. Chris emphasized
the shared responsibility to deal with fire.
Dr. Sara Galbraith, an OSU postdoctorate research associate in the
Forest Ecosystems and Society
Department, reiterated the importance of
pollinators to the ecosystem and
discussed the impact of fire on bees. Her
research shows that the number of bees
post-fire increases with the severity of the
fire, and the number of species increases
as well. These effects are due to a
resulting open canopy with more dense,
flowering plants, and a greater
percentage of bare ground for nesting.
Finally, Phil Adams of Roseburg Forests
Products provided a forest industry
perspective on fire. He made the point
that for private landowners, catastrophic
events are unpleasant, disruptive, and
expensive. He strongly supports
Oregon’s unique complete and
coordinated fire protection system that
includes private owners’ sharing in
suppression costs as well as bringing
their considerable resources to fight fires
in partnership with the ODF. Phil
deplored the cost of regeneration but
stressed that for private owners, every
acre matters. He urges that all land
owners practice the active management
(continued on p. 12)

Lincoln County Chapter News
President's Update

by Peter Bregman

Greetings to all of our members, and thanks to all of you for having helped
make our OSWA chapter annual meeting in March a success. The social hour
allowed time for everyone to get reacquainted. Everyone seems to have
enjoyed the camaraderie and the opportunity to visit with other members not
seen for a long time.
The weather was perfect for the event. My son, Marc, barbecued the meat,
and it was done to perfection. Jan Steenkolk, her two granddaughters, and I
worked together as a team getting the food prepared and on the table. It all
worked like clockwork! We held the event later than normal; therefore, we
were able to enjoy the meeting on a tree farm instead of in a place that
confined us. Here, we were able to move around!
At our annual meeting in March, new members joined our chapter, and again,
I would like to say welcome to you. Our chapter is growing, which adds more
“voice” to our state OSWA in Salem and in Washington. This adds “voice”
when we need it to protect our right to farm without the regulations that
unnecessarily add to the cost and burden of farming. Fortunately, our local
OSWA chapter and the local chapter of the Farm Bureau work together on
issues relating to minimizing the impact of these regulations.

Also, welcome to two new board
members: Jim Holt and Steve Allen.
With the extra input from these two old
timers in the woods, we trust that we
can continue to confidently lead this
county’s chapter of OSWA into a future
that has some clouds on the horizon.
After our chapter meeting in March,
Alice & I left Waldport the next
morning, for our long trip back to my
homeland and my family. We visited
some places in Europe that we had not
seen before. Upon our return, we were
invited to Joe Steenkolk’s 80th
birthday party in Toledo. I would like to
say to Joe on behalf of our Lincoln
County chapter that your county
chapter wishes you many more good
years. Our chapter hopes that we can
continue to count on you and Jan to
guide our chapter with your
knowledge. The chapter clearly
benefits from the knowledge and
experience of older members. Jim
Denison was not present at our annual
meeting, but his wife Betty and
daughters were present. Jim Dennison
is now the second oldest member, and
I believe that Gene Cooper is the
oldest one. If I am not correct, please
correct me, and I will note that in the
next Quarterly Bark issue.
The OSWA state annual meeting is
June 28 thru 30, 2018 at the Holiday
Inn, 919 Kruse Way in Springfield.
Anyone who would like to attend some
of the events there should let me know
so that I can assist them in getting
registration forms.

Lincoln County Chapter Board Members
President
Vice Pres.
Treasurer
Secretary
Membership
Board mem.
Board mem.
Board mem.
Board mem.
Board mem.
Board mem.
Board mem
Past Pres.

Peter M. Bregman
Joe Steenkolk
Jan Steenkolk
Judy Pelletier
Nick Dahl
Steve Allen
Jim Holt
Andy Kittel
Valerie Grant
Tom Wiley
Tim Miller
Jim Denison
Joe Steere

541-563-6428 pmbregman@msn.com
541-875-1541 jjs@casco.net
541-875-1541 jjs@casco.net
541-336-3855 judyp2530@gmail.com
541-270-1359 n.dahldisposalservice.com
541-994-7117 oregonarmed@msn.com
541-438-4481
541-961-6461 apk1944@gmail.com
503-741-5235 valerie.grant@oregonstate.edu
541-336-2268 coyote@peak.org
541-444-1088 tmillerfarms@gmail.com
541-979-6176 jim-denison@hotmail.com
503-879-5717 jsteere@miami-corp.com
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We returned from overseas to
California on June 3 in time for the
midterm election. When in Europe, my
family and others made a lot of
negative comments about our political
unrest and about all the reports of a
USA in confusion. We voted
immediately so that no one would
change our minds again, as we were
being bombarded with text messages,
TV ads, together with the
conversations at the coffee shop in the
morning, all aimed at changing our
minds again and again.
All these changes together with
uncertainty about that future have an

impact on our ability to plan for the
long term, as we are uncertain about
our ability to make a profitable living
as small woodland owners, making it
hard to plan for the continuity of
family farms. Our kids want more
certainty about the future, to make
our livelihood their livelihood.
With the constant changes in the tax
code and the makeup of the family
structure, we wonder what estate
taxes can be reduced and what can
be passed on. Proper planning
becomes a real challenge, needing
constant review in the light of the
changes that are forced upon us.
The other challenge is how to
allocate these assets according to
our children’s abilities to manage
them. In succession planning of an
estate, situations such as children’s
abilities, attitudes, divorce, and life
styles or medical needs may
change, in this aging and maturing
period. So the right solution based
on the family and tax situation of
today may all change over time.
Seldom is the solution 100 % correct

"....In succession
planning of an estate ....
situations .... may
change ."

needed to maintain port facilities.
The International Terminal would
have helped the timber industry, the
trawlers, and the port. So we need to
learn to diversify, be flexible and
adjust to change.
We, as your chapter leaders, ask you
to support us in our efforts to keep
you informed and support your
chapter. More of the landowners
should join in that effort, so we can
have greater impact on the changes
that are being proposed. In turn, we
can continue to do our business in
an environmentally and sustainable
manner and encourage the urban
community to do the same.
Unfortunately, there is no Tree
Farmer of the Year event this year,
as no one was nominated. Please
help us by nominating someone for
2019, as that is one of the main
occasions that brings us together as
tree farmers in this county.u

Haiku for our Forest
Green growth on our farm:
Up up you go, coast redwoods,
Towards the summer sky!

as all personal issues and tax code
changes have an impact on any
existing plans that we have today.
Lincoln County is also encountering
changes. The Port of Newport
proposed changes including
increases for net and gear
maintenance at the commercial
dock, South Beach Marina, and
Newport International Terminal.
Other increases would be for the
crane operation at the terminal.
Rates were proposed to significantly
increase boat moorage and parking
permits. The proposed increases
drew a standing room only crowd
and outrage to the last Port
Commission meeting. Facing
financial difficulties, the Port of
Newport needs to realize that it
should have continued to negotiate
with Sylvan and Teevin Brothers Log
Export facility, in order to bring extra
income in to balance the port budget
and make the bond payments
without having to cut the funds
9

Valley of the Giants
OSWA of Lincoln County is
sponsoring a tour to the Valley of the
Giants on September 22, 2018.
The Valley of the Giants trail loops
through 40 acres of old growth
Douglas-fir spared during the coast to
valley forest fire of the mid 1800s.
Expect to leave Moonshine Park at 9
am, then travel approximately 30
miles by gravel road to the entrance
of the 1 ½ mile trail head. The last
several miles on Rd 100 will feature
scenic information stops and a visit to
Siletz Falls and Falls Fish Ladder with
discussion of riparian issues as time
permits.
This is an all day tour. We will meet
at Moonshine Park which is 25 miles
north east of Newport and 12 miles
north of Logsden. This will be the only
rest room stop available on the trip.
The trail is somewhat strenuous so
appropriate shoes are recommended.
Please bring your own lunch (drinks
will be provided). Transportation to
the site by bus, vans or carpooling
can be provided for up to 50
members, families and friends.
Transportation is limited so RSVP
before Sept. 8. For more information
call Joe Steenkolk 541-336-2995.
Please RSVP by September 8 to
OSU Extension Office 541-547-6534,
or email Judy Pelletier at
judyp2530@gmail.com. u

Benton County Chapter News
President's Update

by Karen Fleck Harding

Annual Social Picnic
Nancy Hathaway and Greg Peterson
Come socialize with Benton County’s ‘First Couple of Small Woodland
Owners’, as well as fellow tree farmers, and enjoy fellowship, food and forest.
Friday 7/27/2018
Time: Gather 5:30 pm, Supper 6:00 pm
Potluck dinner (No electricity). Bring-your-Own-Beverage, a potluck
item to share, and a lawn chair, if you have one. Plates, cutlery, cups and
drinking water will be provided.
We'll have an after-dinner gentle walking tour with some plant ID.
You need not be a member to attend! Invite your friends and neighbors who
have an interest in woodland management!
Directions (Carpooling encouraged):
From the North and West via Highway 34, turn east onto Decker Rd. Travel
1.2 miles and turn left on Ervin Rd.
From the East and South via Bellfountain Rd, Turn west on Decker Rd. Travel
6 miles and turn right on Erwin Rd.
Travel 0.9 mile on Ervin Rd and right onto onto Ross Tree Farm.
Carpooling would reduce the congestion.

Plant Nutrition in Forestry
Mark Gourley Starker Forests
Saturday 9/15/18 8 am
Details to follow
Join the forester with more plots than a cemetery as he updates woodland
managers on nutrient cycles in the forest, as well as results of nutrient input
on forest health.

2014 Ice Damage Revisited
Gary Springer Starker Forests
Tuesday 9/18/18
Details to follow
Sponsored by Marys Peak Society of American Foresters and Benton Co.
Small Woodlands
Review the ice storm damage from almost 4 years ago, and the resulting
actions of woodland managers. How have the forests responded? What have
impacted owners learned from this event?
Join Gary, the famous Driver of Benton County Tours, and look through the
Rear-View Window of Forest Management.

Thompson
Tree Farm Tour
--by Karen Fleck Harding

Steve Kadas, retired forester for
Thompson Timber, was our host for
our visit to the 170 year-old mature
forest that has been growing since the
1850 Yaquina Burn. It was a clear,
dry, and chilly morning. We followed a
1000-foot ridge where rainfall
averages 80” per year (twice the
rainfall in Corvallis). A few 150 yearold Douglas-fir trees survived the
1850 fire protected by their thick bark
– that would make them more than
300 years old today. Steve estimated
that a 225’ tall 4-foot diameter Doug
fir could have 4,ooo board feet of
timber. No cedar or hemlock survived
the fire, but after 150 years, some
cedar still stands dead or on the
ground, not fully rotted.
In the mid-1970’s, motivated by an
inheritance tax debt, John Thompson
harvested 2.5 million board feet.
Thompson generally manages on a
100-year rotation, producing about
110,000-board feet/acre.
We visited and discussed a recent
commercial thinning operation on
steep terrain where Thompson
utilized cable logging. After thinning
the 20-25 year-old stand, there are
still 200-220 trees/acre at about a 12foot spacing. Kept tighter in the stand,
the trees will grow slower. Since mills
are paying less for logs over 30”, and
Thompson manages under such a
long rotation, their tighter stands will
grow slower with tighter grain to keep
the value higher at the time of
harvest.
Steve demonstrated how to use a
laser clinometer to determine the
height of trees. This stimulated some
discussion about purchasing some
specialized equipment that could be
loaned among chapter members. The
Benton Small Woodlands Board will
be discussing that idea at their August
meeting. If you have ideas for
equipment, contact one of your board
members. u
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Benton Co. Tree Farmer of the Year 2018
Marsha Oakes Carr and Oakes Family Members
--by Nancy Hathaway

Benton County tree farmers were
treated to a tour of the Oakes
Investment LLC property on May 19,
2018. Marsha and her brothers and
sister--Duane, Darrell, Dennis and
Christine--as well as Marsha's
granddaughter Kayla, all participated
in the tour. Their parents, Don and
Donna Oakes, former Tree Farmers of
the Year, were also present.
In 1999, the LLC was formed by
gifting shares to the six siblings. The
parents’ goals were to keep the
property in the family and keep their
children interacting together in the
management. This was well
demonstrated at the tour. Family
members accompanied each tour
group, sharing their knowledge of
aspects of management. The whole
family participates in the management
of their 600-acre tree farm!
Our tour started at the Homestead
Place, which was actually
homesteaded in 1883 by Don Oakes’
great-great-grandparents. After much
back and forth of ownership over the
next century, Don and Donna Oakes
were able to buy the property in 1987.
Don actually planted many of the
Douglas-fir on the place right after
high school. He and his cousin
planted 60-80 acres by pulling up
seedlings from roadsides. Now these
forests are ready to be thinned.
Near the Homestead Place, we visited
the pond where granddaughter Kayla
Carr, age 13, and Fran Cafferata Coe
led a discussion of wildlife, in
particular the red-legged frog. Also
nearby is a 60-70 year old stand of
Douglas-fir. Since this stand had been

Marsha & David Carr
lightly thinned over the years,
discussion centered on alternative
paths going forward.
We stopped at a young stand of
Douglas-fir currently being thinned by
Marsha’s son Dan in his “spare” time.
Starting at the bottom of a quite steep
incline, he thins his way up.
....This four-generation family
demonstrated that by working
together they achieve their goals....

sure that harvesting opportunities
would be available for the
grandchildren in the future.
The weather was perfect, and the tour
was interesting and inspirational to
the 110 people attending. This fourgeneration family demonstrated that
by working together they achieve their
goals of managing a fairly large
amount of land. Their ultimate goal is
to have the 5th and future generations
involved! u

On our drive through the property we
noticed several very old open-grown
trees; one tree, in circumference, was
33 feet, and about 250 years old. We
also drove through the LLC’s most
recent acquisition, a purchase from
Weyerhaeuser to fill in some missing
age classes. Marsha wanted to make

Benton County Chapter Board Members
President, Karen Fleck Harding
541-929-6398
Secretary/Treas., Greg Vollmer.
541-929-5198.
Member/OSWA Rep, Marsha Carr 541-740-3268
Programs, David Ehlers
541-231-7094
Education, Rita Adams
541-752-3324.
TFOY Selection, David Hibbs
541-752-3245
TFOY Selection, Nancy Hathaway 541-758-5510
Member at large, Pat Boren
541-929-2144
Member at large, Laura Harmsen
541-735-6719
Member at large, Roger Workman 541-619-3586

kharding@peak.org
vollmergs@gmail.com
marshae.carr2@gmail.com
davidmehlers@gmail.com
rjadams5@comcast.net
david.hibbs@oregonstate.edu
nancyhath@comcast.net
mayfly2468@yahoo.com
harmsen31@comcast.net
workman919@gmail.com
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Kayla Carr
&
red-legged frog
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(continued from p. 7)

principles of maintaining access and
fuel reduction pre-fire, safety during
the fire, and salvage post-fire, both to
capture value and reduce fuel load,
as well as to facilitate prompt
regeneration. He expressed concern
that the checkerboard ownership of
the BLM O&C lands creates many
difficulties in fire ignition and
suppression as well as in a potential
for future fires due to a lack of
salvage and road access on these
lands. Going forward, Phil advised
more prevention, more risk
assessment, more equipment, and
more active management to reduce
fire risk on public lands. He proposed
considering a transfer of fire risk on
public lands to the general public
because of the fire problems they are
creating. He added that the revision
process of Oregon’s smoke
management rules shows promise,
and that public and private
organizations need to continue work
together to reduce these many
expensive, high resource-damaging
fires.

Forest Mortality
Andrew Grey, a team leader at the
Forest Service’s PNW Research
Station, began the session by posing
the question: “Is tree mortality
increasing in Oregon’s forests?” To
answer his question he presented
data from the Forest Inventory
Analysis study of 29 million acres of
forestland, with one plot for every
6000 acres. Over-all mortality and
most volume accumulation occurred
on government land. For most of the
state, there was either no change or
positive change in net growth.
However, species change created
losses for white bark pine, yew, subalpine fir, lodge pole, and Engelmann
spruce. Most of these losses resulted
from insect damage and disease, and
all but white bark pine are recovering.
David Bell, a member of the Forest
Service’s PNW Research Station’s
Vegetation Monitoring and Remote
Sensing Team, continued the
mortality story with a look at long-term
sensing as well as field observations
in a long-term study of the western
United States. Some plots have been
in existence for over a hundred years
with measurements taken every five

to six years. Details about the study
can be found on the PNW Research
Center’s website.
https://www.fs.fed.us/pnw/
Generally, results show an increase in
mortality in the late 20th century
across the region, drivers being ice,
wind, insects, drought, disease, and
competition. More data is needed to
establish trends. When asked about
the potential to continue these studies
for the next hundred years, David said
there is a push to involve landowners
in sharing the costs of the program.

management, right equipment,
familiarity with neighbors, and
controlled access. He added that
attention needs to be paid to social
license.

Clearly, he said, lowering the risk
increases the value. Changes in
climate, as well as changes in politics
affect risk and value. To keep forests
healthy, Austin concluded, we need to
treat, prevent, and mitigate factors
that reduce forest health.
Furthermore, we must make
investments in people, processes,
and technology that keep forests
healthy now and in future conditions.
When asked if we have enough
Silviculture and Forest Health
boots-on-the-ground foresters, Austin
Austin Himes of Greenwood Dave & Sarah lead discussion
replied that in a perfect world we
Resources presented an industry
would all have more time in the
perspective on managing for healthy
woods.
forests in Oregon. He defined a
Nancy Grulke from the Forest
healthy forest as a social-ecological
Service’s PNW Research Station
system that meets human objectives
spoke on assessing fuel treatment
now and going into the future, and
effectiveness in improving tree and
can undergo change but retain
stand health. Site water availability is
function. Industrial foresters, he said,
an important factor. Flat terrain
consider the interplay among land,
provides access to upper soil layers
capital, and labor, with good
and water trapped under rocks, so an
management leading to production
action to improve access is to reduce
and return on investment. He
density. On sloped terrain, reducing
described a forest resiliency model
density is also effective; such terrains
with risk on one axis and value on
have more chance than flat ones to
another.
survive severe drought. Research
He listed the biotic risks of insects,
has been done on variable density to
disease, herbivores and competition.
replicate historic patterns, but the
These risk are managed by
questions to ask are, “Does it still
observation from boot-on-the-ground
work?” and “Will it work in the future?”
foresters, research, planting at the
and “If it won’t work, how can we
right place at the right time, density
modify it so it does?”
control, chemical and mechanical
Nancy went on to discuss factors that
control, and hunting.
indicate a tree is water-stressed,
Continuing, he went on to list the
including the tree-water balance, the
abiotic risks of windthrow, fire, and
tree-carbon balance, and threats from
drought. These are managed with
insects and disease. She stated
detection, salvage, road and harvest
there are over 40 indicators. In the
layout, and planting the right tree in
field, assessing needle loss, needle
the right place. He added the human
color changes, excision of primary
risks of soil damage and public
access, to be mitigated by slash
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Wildlife Cameras:
A Snapshot of What You Need to Know

by Lauren Grand
OSU FNR Extension--Lane County

Wildlife cameras, often called trail or
game cameras, are cameras that are
strategically placed on your property
to take pictures and videos of wildlife
while you aren’t around. The cameras
are typically triggered by heat and/or
motion and store the pictures
internally for you to view later.
Originally, wildlife cameras were used
in wildlife management research, but
as camera technology improved they
became affordable and available to
the public.
There are many benefits to placing a
wildlife camera on your property. Not
only will it be fun and educational, but
it will also provide useful information
to supplement the wildlife section of
your property’s management plan.
With the help of these cameras, you
can develop a cumulative list of the
diversity of wildlife species found on
your property. Wildlife cameras can
also document animal activity of rarely
seen wildlife, monitor animals without
disturbing them, and scout the

presence and movement of game
animals. Additionally, these cameras
can be an added security measure if
you are concerned about the potential
of illegal trespass on your property.
If you have a large property, you do
not necessarily need to purchase a lot
of cameras. For a species inventory,
purchase a few cameras and
systematically move them around
your property a few times a year to
capture multiple habitats. Alternatively,
if you are able to identify areas of high
priority or habitat value, such as a
pond or bird’s nest, it may be more
efficient to monitor wildlife in these
specified areas. It is always helpful to
know where animals congregate on
your property to help you make an
informed decision as to where to put
them.
Once you have the general location
determined, placement of the
cameras will depend on the animals
you’d like to see. To maximize your

Remote camera. Top shows several
LED flash lights, center are the lens
and Infrared sensors.

(continued p. 15)
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branches, and bottom-up drying can
be useful.
Beth Wilhite, a forest entomologist
with the Forest Service, continued
the topic of stand density by
inquiring rhetorically if thinning
works to prevent bark beetle attack.
The interactions among stand
conditions, beetle population levels,
and weather conditions are
important. She asserted firmly that
thinning should be for forest health,
not for profit, and not to be
considered logging, and reviewed
many studies that show thinning is
efficacious in improving forest
health.
To conclude the session, OSU
Department of Forestry Professor
Doug Maquire discussed the
performance of mixed stands in
terms of relative productivity and
response to disturbances. He
presented a wealth of data, taking
into consideration a range of stand
structures, mixed species vs. single

species, and several other factors.
He identified a wide variety of tradeoffs that land managers need to
analyze on a stand-by-stand basis
to promote forest health, and
summarized to say there is a
growing consensus that mixed
species present the best
insurance policy against forest
health risks, as well as market
fluctuations.

Facilitated Discussion of Threats
to Forest Health
Mike Cloughesy, Director of Forestry
for the Oregon Forest Research
Institute, led a lively final interactive
session by asking the audience two
questions: “What is the biggest
threat to the health of Oregon’s
forests over the next decade, and
what can be done to prepare for or
mitigate it?”
It was clear from the audience’s
responses that land managers were
13

deeply involved with the topic, and
that they approached it from multiple
perspectives. Answers ranged from
a philosophical study of human
nature to a passionate concern with
deer browse, with dozens of threats
in between.

Take-Home Message
Forest health is clearly threatened,
so much so that perhaps a better
title for this conference would have
been Oregon’s Forests under
Attack. Nevertheless, it is both
comforting and inspiring to realize
how many dedicated professionals,
from a variety of organizations and
disciplines, are working to identify,
analyze, and mitigate these threats.
It’s good to know that the results
they are achieving are, and will be,
available to help us all manage our
forests into the future. u

Measuring Plots in the Woods

by Brad Withrow-Robinson, OSU Extension
-Adapted from an article that first appeared in Tree Topic Blog

In this series about young stand
thinning, I’ve worked on the
assumption that people know the
density of trees in their woods. I
realize, that in many cases, people
don’t really know that. As a result,
they cannot easily apply that
information in deciding if they have
adequate spacing for healthy growth,
or if trees need to be thinned.
If you know the spacing which the
trees were planted, you may have a
fair idea of the density--a 10’ x 10’
spacing is about 440 trees per acre
(tpa), a 12’ x 12’ is about 300 tpa.
This is a good start, but not
necessarily very accurate. Actual
planting spacing can vary quite a bit
according to the conditions in the
field and experience of the planters.
And of course some seedlings die
during establishment, or some other
trees may seed in from outside. So
it is probably a good idea to go out
and get a better idea of what you’ve
got.

Checking the work of a planting crew
often involves checking planting
density with a lot of small plots.
So how is this done? Let’s walk
through the process together.
First, if you have not measured a
plot before, make it easy for yourself.
Choose some easy ground with
trees that have been pruned up and
are not overrun with blackberries
(see diagram).
I realize this may not describe the
young stand you are actually
interested in measuring, but since
this is a training practice, that is fine.
If you don’t have anything that fits
this description, maybe ask a
neighbor, or someone in your OSWA
chapter to practice in their stand.
For this exercise you’ll want a few
stakes, some flagging, paper and
pencil, and a tape measure (a
loggers tape is best). Oh, and maybe
bring a friend along to help.

The basic way to do this is to
measure some plots.

Go into the woods and toss several
stakes out around the stand (each
with a piece of flagging).

We commonly use circular plots for
this since they are easy to install and
measure accurately. We choose a
radius for the size of the plot we
want, (typically 1/100, 1/50, 1/20 or
1/10 of an acre). We use larger plots
for larger trees, smaller plots (and
typically more of them) for smaller
trees (see table). It is never too
early to get an idea of this.

Those will be the centers of your
practice plots. Working together,
figure out which trees fall within the
radius of your plot (for example, 16’
7” feet for a 1/50 acre plot). Some
will be easy to tell, others will have to
be measured from the plot center. If,
on the line, count it as “in” only if the
center of the tree is within the radius
at breast height (which is why it is
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good to have a helper). Let’s say
you count 6 trees within your 1/50
acre plot. What’s that mean? That
represents a plot density of 300 tpa.
To find that, you multiply your plot
count by the denominator of your
plot size to get density (or 6 trees x
50 =300 tpa). Repeat on the other
practice plots, or until you get the
hang of it.
For bonus points, go back and
measure the diameter of each of the
“in” trees in the plot and record their
diameter at breast height (dbh). If
you figure the average and compare
that to the desired density and size,
you can learn how much competition
those trees are contending with now,
and how much room they have to
grow in the future.
So that is the idea. Not that difficult,
really. Getting an accurate measure
of a whole stand requires some rigor
we will not go into here, but you’ll
have to read more about that
elsewhere. Even a few plots can
give you some important insight, so
I’d encourage you to put in some
plots, and start getting an eye for
what you have. It is easy to do when
trees are small, before crown
closure. Yes, it can be hard work if
your stand is brushy and full of
blackberries. You may want to do a
little pruning and clearing in your
plots to make it easier. But Wnter is
a great time to do that sort of work.
Good luck. u

Wildlife Cameras
viewing potential put the cameras up
higher and angle them slightly
downwards. This will increase your
visibility in thicker brush while
increasing the chances of seeing both
large and small animals. Using a
mount may secure the camera better
than a strap in this case. Interested in
seeing some amphibians, snakes, or
small carnivores? Consider putting
some cameras closer to the ground.
Try placing cameras slightly off the
trail at a curve, so animals need to
walk toward it. You will have better
success getting pictures of the
animals looking directly at the camera.
This is also a benefit if your camera
has a slow trigger speed.
Clearing branches, large shrubs, and
leaves when setting up the camera
will minimize setting off the motion
trigger excessively on a windy day. If
you are using the camera to scout for
game animals, minimize your scent by
wearing gloves. Check and doublecheck the camera’s placement, and
test it before you leave. There is
nothing more disappointing than
returning to a camera that you forgot
to turn on.
If you are worried about the camera
being seen, protect it by getting a
security box, or label it with your name

(continued from p. 13)

and phone number. Recording the
serial number may help authorities if
the camera gets stolen, though the
risk of this should be low on private
property.
With the growing popularity of wildlife
cameras, there are lots of choices out
there. Here are some things to
consider when choosing the features.
Picture quality is often rated by the
number of megapixels--more
megapixels lead to higher resolution
photos that will look better when you
zoom in. However, don’t let
megapixels drive your decision when
buying the camera. Instead consider
what you’ll be using it for. Higher
megapixels will be great for a
professional outdoor quality photo, but
you can still get a good-quality picture
for species ID or home security with a
lower count. That being said,
megapixels are only as good as the
lens the camera uses, so always look
at sample photos from the camera
online.
Typically, wildlife cameras are
triggered to take pictures by motion.
However, some are coupled with heat
sensors. If you’re looking to monitor
salamander migration to your pond,
heat sensors aren’t going to pick up
these cold-blooded animals. Mammals

on the other hand, are warm-blooded
and will have no problem setting off a
heat sensor.
Time-lapse mode takes pictures at
specific intervals or times of the day
despite triggers– such as every five
minutes. With many models, you can
choose how often a camera takes
pictures and how long it will operate in
time-lapse mode. This can be useful if
you have a meadow or small pond
where you know activity will be higher
at certain times during the day.
The detection range is the farthest
distance an animal can be from the
camera in order to trigger a photo.
Detection range can be as close as 40
feet and as far as 120 feet away.
Consider picture quality here too. If
you have low megapixels, and the
camera is set up for a far trigger
distance, you’re in for a lot of blurry
photos. Far trigger distances are
important in a meadow, but may be
less important in a denser forest
setting.
Trigger speed is the time it takes for
the camera to take a photo once the
animal enters the frame. Trigger
speeds less than a half a second are
ideal. Anything longer and you could
(continued p. 16)

Woods Words
High pockets--A tall man
In the hole--A logging show at the
bottom of a canyon
Join the birds--To unload or jump off in
great haste from any moving equipment
in danger of accident

CUSTOM LOGGING
THINNING IS OUR SPECIALTY - CABLE AND GROUND BASED
ROAD BUILDING - CERTIFIED AND EXPERIENCED
TIMBER PURCHASES - LAND PURCHASES
AVAILABLE FOR ANY SIZE JOB
Contact: Levi Beelart 24044 Decker Rd. Corvallis OR. 97333
541-954-0282. BandGLogging.com
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Kerf--The width of a saw cut
Kick back--The action of a falling tree in
springing back off the stump as it
comes down
--from Woods Words, by Walter F. McCulloch,
Dean of School of Forestry, Oregon State
College, 1955-1966. u
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end up with a lot of empty frames
and animal butt photos, though
Animal Butts sounds like a great
coffee table book! On the other
hand, if the camera is looking over a
baiting station - food or salt lick- that
situates the animals looking directly
at the camera, then a slow trigger
speed may not be much of a factor.
Wildlife cameras can be a great
addition to you property and useful
tool for augmenting your
management plans. If you keep your
objectives in mind and choose wisely
on the features, there is no reason
you can’t get a good quality camera
that does what you need for around
$200. Now go out and set your
cameras to show off the wildlife on
your property, adding excitement for
both you and your friends. u
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